
Example Comprehensive Plan Guidelines and Public Comments 

• Residents want to retain New Melle’s family-friendly, bedroom-community 
atmosphere but would like to have more businesses that offer a better selection of 
retail and restaurants. The City must carefully consider future growth to make sure it 
contributes to the stability of the City’s neighborhoods. 

 
• Considers specialty shops, cafés, coffee shops, family-friendly sit-down 

restaurants, a delicatessen, ice cream parlor, medical/professional offices, and a mix 
of residential uses such as villas, condos and high-quality multi-family development 
as a compliment to future commercial uses. 

 
• Preserve New Melle’s Small Town Feel: The community should capitalize on the 

qualities that give New Melle its small-town feel, such as large lot neighborhoods, 
vast wooded / open areas, parks, intact downtown, low crime, excellent schools, and 
family friendly values. New Melle’s single-family residential neighborhoods are a 
very important asset. 

 
• Encourage a range of housing choices to meet the needs of residents of differing 

economic levels, age groups, and lifestyles. Diversifying the housing stock is 
recommended so people can “age in place” rather than moving outside the City at 
any stage of the life cycle. 

 
• Keep New Melle, New Melle: “New Melle is pretty good just the way it is.” As New 

Melle grows, new development should maintain the current housing density, high 
quality of life and green space as provided in the existing built environment. The 
City’s many historic and community-based assets are a great source of pride and 
should be preserved and enhanced given the opportunity. 

 
• All future commercial or mixed-use development located adjacent to a residence or 

property zoned for residential uses should provide on-site buffering or screening. 
 
• For the purposes of this Plan, the downtown or original central business district 

(CBD), is located at that intersection of D, F, and Z and includes properties that fall 
within Mill Street to the North, St. Charles Street to the South, Immaculate Heart to 
the East, and Arlie Welge Street to the West. The downtown area is delineated by 
cross hatching on the Future Land Use Map.  

 
• This Plan recommends creating and adopting into ordinance a Mixed Use (“MU”) 

Overlay District with procedures and requirements that authorize relief from 
conventional building height, density, intensity and other zoning requirements for 
commercial or mixed use development located in Downtown New Melle and other 
opportunity areas depicted on the Future Land Use Map; this option would not 
require a conditional use permit. However, absent the recommended Mixed-Use 
Overlay, the recommended option for the review and approval of mixed-use 
development is via the City’s conditional use procedures and requirements. 


