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Plane Crash Near New Melle Jan. 8
By Dianne Sudbrock

On Tuesday, January 11, 2021, a press conference regarding the 
January 8 plane crash near New Melle, MO, was held at the St. 
Charles County Police Headquarters in O’Fallon.

The names of the two pilots who perished in the crash were 
released: George F. King, 55, of Westerville, OH and Amanda D. 
Youngblood, 35, Huberheights, OH. King had over 6000 hours of flight 
experience; Youngblood had over 1000 hours of flight experience. Both 
were employees of AirNet II LLC, a cargo airline based in Franklin 
County, OH.

Mike Folkerts, Air Safety Investigator from the National 
Transportation and Safety Board (NTSB), began his comments by 
offering condolences to the victims’ families and friends. He also 
thanked local first responders, including the St. Charles County Police 
Department, New Melle Fire Department, and St. Charles County 
Ambulance District. “The support on the scene was exceptional,” he said.

Folkerts said, “The purpose of an NTSB investigation is fairly 
straightforward — we’re looking to try to prevent the next tragedy.” To 
do that, Folkerts said they look at any factor that may have played a 
role in the accident — in three main structures: The Man [pilot Photos courtesy of 

St. Charles County 
Police.

The plane impacted 
in a wooded area 
not far from Hwy. F.

NMFPD New Firehouse Out for Bid
From NMFPD

The New Melle Fire Protection District 
is excited to announce that the new 
Fire Station #1 plans are currently 

out for bid. The building committee 
members have spent almost a year on 
finalizing all the details down to the 
handles on the doors. Due to shortages, 
increasing material costs and other factors 
out of our control, we had to push back the 
bid process. But, as we have seen, material 
costs have started to decrease and some 
materials have become more available. We met with our architects last week and made the decision to send the plans out for the bidding process 
starting January 24th. This was all made possible by the overwhelming support of Prop FIRE in the November 2020 election!

Artist rendering of the NMFPD Firehouse #1 that went out for bid January 24. 
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Rehearsals Begin Feb 6&7 for New 
Melle Community Passion Play 

The New Melle Community Passion Play will resume performances 
for the Easter season, 2022! This long-standing and uplifting 
community tradition portrays the story of the final days of Jesus 

Christ, from his triumphant entry into Jerusalem (Palm Sunday) to the 
Last Supper, the Crucifixion, and the Resurrection.

There is a reason this community tradition has lasted nearly 40 
years. Participants say, “It will renew your spirit, energize your faith 
and fill your heart with the love of Christ.”

Rehearsals begin February 6 and 7, 2022. Participation in the play 
provides a great opportunity for community service, Thespian hours, 
and Christian interaction for young and old.

People of various skills and interests are needed to fill speaking 
and non-speaking roles, to sing in the choir, to help with props and 
lighting, to help with stage construction and set up, or just to be on 
stage during crowd scenes. Costumes are provided.

Choir rehearsals are held Sunday afternoons starting February 6, 
2022, at 3 p.m. at Friedens Peace UCC, 3960 Mill Street, New Melle, MO. 
Cast/Crew rehearsals are Monday evenings at 7 p.m. at Friedens Peace 
UCC beginning February 7, 2022. Tech week, with nightly rehearsals for 
actors and choir together, begins Monday, March 28 at the New Melle 
Sports and Recreation Banquet Hall, 4700 Hwy. Z, New Melle, MO.

This is a non-denominational production, and everyone is welcome 
to join in. No acting experience is necessary for stand-in or crowd 
people. All ages are needed. Those under 16 must be accompanied by an 
adult.

Performances are Saturdays, April 2 and April 9 at 7 p.m.; and 
Sundays, April 3 and April 10 at 2 p.m. and 4:30 p.m. in the New Melle 
Sports and Rec Banquet Hall.

This is a great family event to experience as participants or as 
spectators. Please join us!

If you have questions or need more information, please call Paul at 
636-384-0576.



3

EXPIRES Feb. 28, 2022

Knights of Columbus, Horse Races 
February 26

The Knights of Columbus at Immaculate Heart of Mary (IHM) in 
New Melle is hosting a Night at the Horse Races Fundraiser to 
support K of C charitable programs. On Saturday, February 26, 

2022, the races will be held in Stolz Grand Hall at IHM, 8 Highway D, 
New Melle. Doors open at 6:30 p.m., and races begin at 7:00 p.m. Tickets 
are $15 at the door and include chili, hot dogs, nachos, chips, dips, beer, 
Margaritas, Tequila Sunrises, soda, ice and bottled water.

Horses in each race can be named and sponsored for $50 or sponsor 
a race for $100. There will be a total of 14 races. For more information, 
see the enclosed flyer. 

Daniel Boone Elementary PTO First 
Annual Dinner Auction, February 26

The Daniel Boone Elementary PTO is hosting a Mardi Gras Dinner 
Auction on Saturday, February 26, 2022, at O'Day Lodge in O'Fallon, 
MO. There will be door prizes as well as silent and live auctions. 

Doors open at 5 p.m., dinner will be served at 6:30 p.m. and the live auction 
starts at 7:30 p.m. This event is for adults 21+.

There will be three raffles, a $500 cash prize sponsored by People's 
Savings Bank of New Melle, a quarter side of beef sponsored by Circle 6 
Acres, $500 in Target and Amazon gift cards. The ticket price of $50 
includes a full open bar featuring Good News Brewing Company and a 
catered Mardi Gras-inspired meal by O'Kane's Kitchen out of Cottleville, 
MO. Proceeds from the event will help pay for the needed supplies to 
support STEAM initiatives, Literacy Kits, bus transportation for field trips, 
as well as other items needed for the successful education of our children.

The Daniel Boone Elementary PTO is seeking live and silent auction 
donations, as well as Gold, Silver, and Bronze level sponsorships. Please 
visit our dinner auction website at https://dbepto.cbo.io. You can buy 
tickets, submit a basket donation, become a sponsor, or make a monetary 
donation. Email us at danielbooneraccoonspto@gmail.com with any 
questions.

See the enclosed flyer for more information. 

Defiance Family Struggling with 
Medical Bills

Kristie and Dan Todd, long-time residents of the Defiance area, are 
struggling with medical expenses and could use some help. Dan 
Todd, a 69-year-old Army veteran, has been diagnosed with 

Acute Lymphoblastic Leukemia. Since last August, he has spent all but 
about 20 days in the hospital. Though Dan is on Medicare, the family is 
struggling to pay the uncovered portion of his hospital bills and 
pharmaceuticals. Kristie's sister, Jenn Ham (co-owner of Defiance 
Roadhouse), said Dan is a loving and caring man who has always been 
there to help others. Now he needs help back. Jenn has set up a 
GoFundMe page to help the family with the medical bills that Medicare 
does not cover - which is in the tens of thousands of dollars. Any and all 
donations would be sincerely appreciated. To make a donation, please 
go to www.gofundme.com and search for "Help the Todd Family with 
medical expenses."
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Augusta Harmonie Verein Hosts 
Think n’ Drink March 5

Learn the past, present and future of Missouri’s German bier and 
wine industry at the Augusta Harmonie Verein on Saturday, 
March 5, 2022, from 7 - 8 p.m. Tickets are $5 (admission + 1 drink & 

snack.) Tickets are available at MoHumanities.org/food and at the door. 
(There is a limited capacity, so get your tickets now.) More drinks will 
be available for purchase at the bar. 

This event is presented by Missouri Humanities, an organization 
that for over 50 years has been dedicated to helping Missourians explore 
the people, places and ideas that shape our society. Their focus for the 
future remains the same; for a more thoughtful, informed and civil 
society.  Harmonie Verein Hall is located at 5333 Hackman Road, 
Augusta, MO 63332. 

See the enclosed flyer for this event. 

Defiance St. Patrick’s Day Festival 
and Parade March 12

The Defiance Merchants Association is hosting the 2nd Annual 
Defiance St. Patricks’s Day Festival and Parade on Saturday, 
March 12.  The day will kick-off at 10 a.m. with a St. Patrick's Day 

Walk/Run 5k on the Katy Trail, beginning and ending at Good News 
Brewing Company. 

After the run, the Defiance St. Patrick’s Day Parade will begin at 
Defiance Ridge Vineyards and will go through downtown Defiance at 
noon. Prizes will be awarded for Best Decorated, Best Float and Best Pet.

Following the parade, stick around town for live music from 
Seventh Planet Band at the town square. In addition, we will have 
vendors, food, drinks and more from our local businesses. 

To register for the parade or to be a vendor see the enclosed flyer 
for more information.

"History of New Melle" Program  
Mar. 15 in Wentzville
Featuring Ruth Busdieker  Boone Duden Historical Society

The Wentzville Community Historical Society will hold their 
quarterly meeting at the Wentzville Community Club, 500 W. 
Main, Wentzville. The larger building allows for social distancing. 

Ruth Busdieker from the Boone-Duden Historical Society will be giving 
a program about the history of New Melle.

The meeting on Tuesday, March 15 will begin at 6:30 p.m. with a 
catered meal by West Allen Grill, for $15. The doors open at 6:00 p.m. and 
the program will begin at approximately 7:15 p.m. Like usual we'll have 
our 50/50 raffle that evening also.

The public is invited. Bring your friends and neighbors – everyone 
is welcome. For dinner reservations, please contact Bill Vehige at 636-
272-5506 by Sunday, March 13, or you can email 
WentzvilleCHS@mail.com. In your email, put Meal Reservation in the 
subject line. In the body of the email, state the number of reservations 
needed and the names of each individual. Meals are paid for the night 
of the event at the door.  

Illustrating America Art Contest

Illustrating America is an art contest for students in grades K-8 
sponsored by the VFW Auxiliary. Entries will be judged on patriotic 
themes and techniques. The contest is open to students in K-8 who 

are enrolled in public, private, parochial or home study programs. 
Contest Rules:

•  Art must be two-dimensional.
•  Art must be on canvas or paper. 
•  Watercolor, pencil, pastel, charcoal, tempera, crayon, acrylic, pen, ink, 

oil, marker, glitter, or other media may be used. 
•  Submit canvas entries on a stretcher frame or canvas board. Other 

entries must be matted in white or reinforced with heavy paper.
•  The art should be no smaller than 8” x 10” but no larger than 18” x 

24”, not including mat.
Prizes are awarded in three age categories—Grades K-2, Grades 3-5 

and Grades 6-8. There will be three prizes in each category, 1st place—
$100, 2nd place—$50 and 3rd place—$25. One winner from each VFW 
Auxiliary advances to District judging and can advance to the State and 
National levels. The deadline to submit an entry is March 31. Visit 
https://vfwauxiliary.org/wp-content/uploads/Illustrating-America-
2021-2022_FILLABLE.pdf for more information, contest eligibility, 
deadlines and entry form. 
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The New Melle Chamber of 
Commerce Spring Fling March 5

The New Melle Chamber of Commerce is excited to announce the 
return of "The Spring Fling", an evening that offers excellent food, 
open bar, music and an opportunity to win money. By purchasing 

a ticket you are not only entitled to all of the above but an opportunity 
to win the grand prize of $3500 or even more. The total giveaways that 
day will be $9500 based upon the sale of 300 tickets. The event will take 
place on March 5, 2022, at the New Melle VFW. Doors open at 5:30 p.m. 
Last call for tickets 6:00 p.m. Ticket price of $100 includes admission for 
one and entry into the drawing. Tickets are expected to sell out. Advance 
purchase highly recommended. Over 21 only. Need not be present to win. 
Tickets are on sale at Blondin Professional Real Estate, Monday thru 
Saturday 11 a.m.-2 p.m. or call 314-503-4742. For more information contact 
Kyle Shell at kyledshell@gmail.com.

New Melle Chamber Offering Four 
$2000 Scholarships

The New Melle Chamber of Commerce will accept applications for 
the 2022-2023 school year from February 1 to March 31, 2022. Four 
scholarships of $2000 each will be awarded this year to students 

attending an accredited trade school, vocational/technical school, 
community college or college/university.

Applicants must reside within the New Melle Fire Protection 
District, maintain at least a 2.5 GPA, and be enrolled as a full-time 
student. Students pursuing a technical/vocational/trade school are 
especially encouraged to apply. 

Scholarships are for one year and previous applicants and past 
winners are eligible and encouraged to reapply. Funds for the 
scholarship program come from proceeds from an annual golf 
tournament held in partnership with New Melle Sports and Rec. The 
golf tournament is typically held on the first Saturday of August at the 
Golf Club of Wentzville. 

Applications are available at the New Melle Chamber of Commerce 
website www.newmellechamber.com. For more information, questions 
or to submit your applications please email them to 
info@newmellechamber.com. 

The Winter Market at NMSR on 
March 5

The New Melle Country Market will be hosting an indoor Winter 
Market at New Melle Sports and Rec, 4700 Hwy. Z, on Saturday, 
March 5, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Vendors are welcome, and tables are 

$20. Register now at newmellecountrymarket.com and click on the 
Winter Market tab. The market is open to the public, and admission is 
free. 

New Melle Chamber Announces 2022 
Board Members

The New Melle Chamber of Commerce is excited to announce the 
2022 Board Members. The new President is John Dickey - Shelter 
Insurance. President-Elect co-chairs are Becky Robbins-Main - 

Becky Robbins Designs and Pastor Maxx Fisher - St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church. Janet Karrenbrock - Karrenbrock Construction is Treasurer and 
Dan Main - Flat Branch Home Loans is Secretary. 

The Board Members are actively planning events for the year. We 
have some great opportunities for you to join us. The Chamber meets 
monthly, on the second Thursday of each month, at various locations in 
New Melle. The New Melle Chamber of Commerce also sponsors/co-
sponsors several events throughout the year: Meet and Greets; Annual 
Easter Egg Hunt; The Spring Fling; Annual Golf Tournament to help 
fund scholarships awarded each year to area youth; and New Melle 
Country Christmas Tree Lighting and Parade and much more.  

We are always looking for new members and volunteers. 
Membership is $75 annually if your residence or business is within the 
New Melle Fire Protection District boundary, or $150 if not. Visit our 
website for a list of current members to support and an application to 
join.  Contact John Dickey at JohnDickey@Shelterinsurance.com or 636-
755-5390 with any questions.

Please visit our website www.newmellechamber.com and check 
out the Upcoming Events for meeting dates and locations and other 
chamber events.
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Sign up for email Updates at 
www.boonecountryconnection.com

 to keep up with daily updates.
Like The Boone Country Connection on Facebook!

Rita Ross Named PSB Employee of 
The Year for 2021 

The PSB 2021 Employee of the Year 
was recently announced at a 
company-wide meeting.  The 

recipient of the 12th Annual Award is Rita 
Ross. 

President and CEO Mark Laune said, 
“The winner of this award goes above and 
beyond to promote Peoples Savings Bank 
and take time to help others.” 

“Rita began working at PSB in 2017 in 
loan administration at our WingHaven 
location.  Most of the things that have been 
accomplished in the St. Charles Region are because of Rita.  She’s a huge 
asset to that region but also to Peoples Savings Bank as a whole.”

Call for Candidates for the 69th New 
Melle Festival Queen Pageant; 
Meeting February 7

The 69th New Melle Festival Queen Pageant Informational 
Meeting will be held inside the NMSR hall on Monday, February 7 
at 5:30 p.m.

Potential candidates should be a member of the graduating class of 
2023, and should also reside within the New Melle Fire Protection 
District. The 2022 New Melle Festival Queen will be awarded a 
minimum scholarship of $750, with a first alternate scholarship 
opportunity to receive $150. There is no talent competition in the 
pageant. Points can be earned in the areas of service, community 
involvement, ticket sales, and poise. For more information, contact the 
Pageant Coordinator, Jenna Paul, jenna.paul31@gmail.com or (636)-734-
4156.

Any adults interested in joining the judging process this year, 
please also reach out to Jenna. Final judge decisions will be made after 
candidates are named following the Informational Meeting (to ensure 
candidates are previously unknown to judges.)
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NMSR News: Trivia Night 
Rescheduled, Sponsorships, Job 
Opportunities and Ball SignUps

NMSR Trivia Night Rescheduled to February 12
New Melle Sports and Rec Annual Trivia Night has been 

rescheduled from Saturday, January 22 to Saturday, February 12, 2022. 
Doors open at 6:30 p.m. and trivia starts at 7 p.m. Tables of 8 are $200 
and include beer and soda, bring your own snacks. The evening will 
include raffles, auctions, mulligans and more. Register at 
newmellesportsandrec.com All proceeds will go to improvements at 
the New Melle Sports and Rec located at 4700 Hwy. Z, New Melle, MO. 
For more information or questions contact the office at 636-828-5158 
or email office@newmellesportsandrec.com.

NMSR 2022 Sponsorship Opportunities Available
New Melle Sports and Rec is looking for sponsorships for the 

upcoming season. Check out sponsorship and donation opportunities 
on the website. We appreciate any sponsorship or donation of any 
kind or level. Supporting NMSR benefits the local businesses, area 
youth and the community. Please contact our office today with any 
questions or for more information on becoming a sponsor in 2022.

Job Openings Available  
Grounds Crew Member—Must be at least 16 years of age.  

Concession Manager—Must be at least 18 years of age. Concession Staff
—Must be at least 15 years of age. For job descriptions and 
requirements visit https://www.newmellesportsandrec.com/ and 
click on the Employment tab. 

Spring Ball Sign-Ups
Go to https://www.newmellesportsandrec.com/ click on the 

Youth Sports tab and check out all the spring sports available. 
Registration closes on February 15.

For more information or questions contact NMSR at 
office@newmellesportsandrec.com or call 636-828-5158.

The New Melle VFW Post #5651 
Upcoming Events
2/11 All-you-can-eat Fried Chicken Dinner, 5 - 8 p.m. (or until sold out.) 
See the enclosed flyer. 
2/12  Valentine Pasta Dinner, 5:30 - 8:00 p.m. Ladies get one free drink. 
See the enclosed flyer.
3/4 — 4/15 All-you-can-eat Fish Fry every Friday during Lent, including 
Good Friday. 5 - 8 p.m.
The New Melle VFW Post #5651 is located at 555 Foristell Rd, New Melle.
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Area Fish Fries—2022

Immaculate Heart of Mary, New Melle
Dine-in or Carryout—See the enclosed flyer. 
March 4, 11, 18, 25, April 1, 8 - 4 - 7 p.m.
New Melle VFW Post #5651
March 4, 11, 18, 25, April 1, 8, 15 - 5 - 8 p.m.
St. Vincent de Paul, Dutzow 
Hosted by Knights of Columbus
March 25, 4 - 7 p.m. Drive-thru only.

Area Lenten/Easter Services  2022

Lent - Wed. 3/22/22 to Thur. 4/14/22. Good Friday 4/15 & Easter Sunday 4/17.
Red Tree Church, New Melle
Easter Service - 10 a.m.
St. Paul's Lutheran Church, New Melle
Ash Wednesday Service - March 2, 7 p.m.
Wednesday Services - March 9, 16, 23, 30, & April 6 - 7 p.m.
Maundy Thursday - April 14 - 7:00 p.m.
Good Friday - April 15 - 7:00 p.m.
Easter - TBD
Immaculate Heart of Mary, New Melle
(Every Week During Lent)
Confessions on Mon., Tue. and Wed. at 7 p.m.  
Bible Studies and Faith Formation
Sundays 8:45 a.m. to 9:45 a.m. and Wednesdays at 8:45 a.m. and 7:15 p.m.
Stations of the Cross
Friday evenings from 4 to 7 p.m.
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Celebrate Agriculture: Thank a 
Farmer Week  

Our changing economy illustrates how agriculture impacts our lives 
now more than ever. Thanks to Missouri farmers, consumers have 
food and goods choices that are locally sourced. 

Consumers around the world enjoy what our farmers and ranchers 
produce. Missouri Farm Bureau and county Farm Bureau’s across the state 
are joining forces to celebrate the importance of agriculture, February 27- 
March 5, during Celebrate Agriculture: Thank a Farmer Week!

According to the 2017 Census of Agriculture, the number of farms in 
Missouri dropped from 99,171 on 28.5 million acres of land in 2012 to 95,320 
on 27.8 million acres. Despite the drop in farm numbers and acreage, 
Missouri continues to rank among the top 10 states in the production of 
major commodities and provides an $88.4 billion economic impact.

America’s farms and farmers continue to be the most productive in 
the world. Each farm annually produces enough food and fiber for 172 
people, 106 in the U.S. and 66 abroad. American consumers benefit from 
this bounty, yet spend less than 9 percent of their disposable income on 
food. By 2050 the global population is expected to increase by 9.1 billion 
people. Farmers will have to grow about 49 percent more food than is 
now produced.

With all that they produce, it is remarkable that farm and ranch 
families account for less than 2 percent of the U.S. population. Across the 
United States, there are 2 million farms with 3.4 million farm operators. 
This number includes owners, their families, hired workers, tenants and 
renters or sharecroppers. Many farms today find multiple generations 
working together to produce food and fiber.

So, join the Farm Bureau as we Celebrate Agriculture and Thank a 
Farmer.  “Agriculture is important to our daily lives and our community. 
Because 98 percent of the population doesn’t farm, it is easy to take for 
granted the importance of our farmers,” Dawn Boerding, President St. 
Charles County Farm Bureau says. “Celebrate Agriculture: Thank a Farmer 
Week is a great time to recognize the important contributions made by 
farmers!”

Annual Ham & ‘Coon Supper & Dance
Saturday, February 26, at 6:00 p.m.

Music By—Burnt Whiskey—Gun Raffles—Pie Auction
Wright City Lions Club Hall—678 Westwood Rd.

See the Enclosed Flyer for more info.
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Our Lady’s Inn in Defiance has two positions 
available, a parttime cook and parttime resident 
support staff and/or livein. See the ads in the 

Unclassifieds on page 27.

People Savings Bank 2022 
Scholarship Program

People Saving Bank announces the 2022 Scholarship Awards 
Program. Nine scholarships will be awarded, each worth $1000. 
Applications can be obtained from your Guidance Counselor’s 

office. 
1. Seniors attending a high school, Public or Private in the City of 

Hermann.
2. Seniors attending a high school, Public or Private in the City of 

Montgomery City.
3. Seniors attending a high school, Public or Private in the Cities of 

Wellsville or Middletown.
4. Seniors attending a high school, Public or Private in the City of 

New Haven.
5. Seniors residing in the New Melle Fire Protection District attending 

a private high school or attending Francis Howell High School. 
6. Seniors attending or residing within the boundaries of the 

Wentzville Liberty High School/Fort Zumwalt West High School 
are eligible to apply. 

7. Seniors attending a high school, Public or Private in the City of 
Troy.

8. Seniors attending a high school, Public or Private in the City of 
Bowling Green.

9. Seniors attending Clopton High School.
* Children of bank employees are eligible to apply
Program Guidelines & Priorities:  
* Seeking graduating seniors with a record of volunteerism in the 

community in non-school sponsored activities and participation in 
extracurricular school activities. 

* Applicants must have a minimum GPA of 3.0 based on a 4.0 scale 
(or equivalent grading system) and plan to attend a 2 or 4-year 
college or technical school.

* The application deadline is April 8, 2022, by 4:00 p.m. Late 
applications are not accepted. The applications will be reviewed 
and recipients selected by a committee consisting of volunteers 
from Peoples Savings Bank. The scholarships will be awarded in 
May 2022.  

** If you mail your application DO NOT staple papers together and DO 
NOT print on both sides of the paper. ONLY print on one side.** 
Please submit any questions to: scholarships@ourpsb.com or call 
573-352-4470.
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Pick up your copy of the Boone Country Connection 
at these area locations.  

Short Shop’s Store, New Melle Post Office, White Wolf Pub & Grill, 
New Melle Animal Hospital, Liz’s Bar & Grill, Straatmann Feed, New 
Melle  Dental, Peoples Savings Bank, Hair Care by Rita, Maracas 
Restaurant,  Catala Facial Retreat & Spa, The Quarry Wine Garden, 
Boone’s Trail  Branch Library, Daniel Boone School, St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church,  Friedens UCC, IHM Catholic Church, Bavarian Smoke Haus, 
Ages & Stages Learning Center,  Double D Market, Piazza Deli, Deja Du 
Hair & Nails, Sorenson’s Kennel,  Defiance Ridge Vineyards, Good 
News Brewing, Defiance Post Office, Defiance Road House, Terry and 
Kathy's Bar, St. Paul's UCC-Defiance,  Sugar Creek Winery, Christ 
Lutheran Church, Stone Ledge Antiques, Root Food + Wine, Ebenezer  
UCC, Gallery Augusta, Augusta Post Office, Augusta Emporium, 
Augusta Library,  Immaculate Conception Church, Noboleis Vineyards, 
Balducci’s  Vineyards, St. Vincent’s Church, First Community St.  Bank-
Dutzow, Illusions by Stephanie, Dutzow Post Office, Marthasville Post 
Office, K&R Market, Foristell Post  Office, Shiloh UMC Church, Coop 
Assoc. #2 Feed Store, Centerfield’s Store, Lake Sherwood Mail Center, 
St. John’s UCC- Cappeln, Femme Osage  UCC, Bethany UCC, Overstock 
Outlet-Lake St. Louis, Stefanina's Wentzville.

Subscriptions are available. 
Read online at boonecountryconnection.com.

Changes to the Augusta Photo Contest
By Gay Eskew

In 2022 the “Best of Augusta” Photo Contest will scale down to only 
one contest this year for the kids 12 and under category. This year's 
contest will coincide with the start of school in September; this is a 

fascinating time for taking thoughtful, inspiring pictures by our 
younger photographers.  

Thank you to all the adults, teens, and kids who entered the 
various contests since 2014, when the contest started. Thank you to the 
Town of Augusta businesses for their generous prize contributions. They 
act as an incentive and reward for the winners of the photo contests. 
Parents, thank you for encouraging and supporting your children 
throughout the very successful KIDS' “BEST OF AUGUSTA” PHOTO 
CONTEST process.     

A committee is investigating various options to revise and motivate 
photographers for the adult/teen photo contests. If you have any 
suggestions to offer, you may email them to 
townofaugustamo@gmail.com.   

For the latest “Best of Augusta” Photo Contest developments, visit 
the town website:  www.townofaugustamo.org. 

Kids, see you in September. Practice taking your best shot! 
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Vintage Aerial Website Features Local 
Properties

Have you ever visited www.vintageaerial.com? It’s a website that 
features aerial photos from the past, from all across the U.S. For 
St. Charles County, Missouri, there’s a significant collection of 

photos from 1985. In some areas, photos from a few other years are also 
available. Local resident, Mike Loyd, recently identified the general area 

where all 68 rolls of the 1985 photos from St. Charles County were 
taken. The website lets you comment on the photo, identify where it is, 
or enter a family memory. All photos are copyrighted, but you can 
purchase prints or a digital file if desired.

We appreciate Mike’s time and effort in creating the list below. Not 
every single property is included, but viewing the rolls is an interesting 
way to spend a winter afternoon/evening. How many places can you 
recognize?  Can you find your house? Or your grandparent's house? Or a 
local church or business? Take a look and have some fun!

1 St. Paul
2 North of St Paul/west
3 zigzag St Paul area
4 SE of St Paul
5 SE of St Paul
6 SE St Paul (Hwy P/M & Koch Rd)
7 St Paul Rd & Hwy P
8 West of St Paul
9 West of St Paul (Freymouth Rd & Hwy P)
10 West of St Paul (Enon?) Hwy P
11 Hwy. P Enon & West to Flint Hill
12 Flint Hill E Hwy P, Parr Rd
13 SE Enon toward Josephville
14 West of Josephville Gilmore, etc.
15 Josephville
16 North & East of Josephville
17 East of Josephville, Hoff Rd?
18 Further E of Josephville
19 Hwy 61 Flint Hill to Wentz.
70 East, O’Fallon & N of O’Fallon
20 North of Foristell Hwy W / 61
21 Hwy W, East on Meyer Rd
22 Meyer Rd & N Point Prairie Rd
23 Wentzville & westward

24 Wentzville then N Point Prairie Rd
25 W/NW of Wentzville
26 Wentz. Up 61 then Hwy W
27 West of Dardenne & up 61
28 West on Hwy N then Duello Rd
29 Hwy N to Z & north on Z
30 Hwy Z to N, West to Wilmer Rd
31 Wilmer, Hepperman, S Point Prairie
32 S Point Prairie, Hwy N, Schaper Rd
33 Schaper, Jackson, Hwy N
34 Hwy T to Hwy N east
35 Hwy N east of Z to LSL Blvd
36 Hwy N to 61, S to DD & north again
37 Hwy DD, Sommers Rd, Diehr Rd
38 Hopewell, Diehr Rd, DD, Hoffman, Schwede
39 DD, Wilson, Schwede, & Benne Roads
40 Nadler, Hopewell, east on Hwy D
41 New Melle up Z to Hwy N
42 New Melle Foristell Rd
43 Foristell Rd. zig zag to Dyer Rd
44 Foristell Rd., Morrison Lane, Hwy N
45 Morrison, Schnarre, Meinershagen
46 Morrison, Foristell Rd, Holt Rd.
47 Hwy D west of New Melle, Sneak, 

Oberhelman

48 T&D Cappeln, Hwy T north
49 Hwy D Cappeln, T north
50 Hwy D Cappeln through New Melle & east 

toward Crossroads
51 DD to 94 to F to Old Colony
52 Callaway Fork?
53 New Melle Hwy F south then north into 

hills
54 Hwy F to Femme Osage
55 Cappeln, south and Hwy T
56 Femme Osage & up Osage Cappeln
57 Femme Osage to Schluersburg
58 Schluersburg to Klondike to Defiance
59 Defiance to Matson Hill Rd
60 Defiance 94 to Matson
61 Matson 94 to Klondike
62 Klondike 94 to Augusta, north on T
63 94 west of T & Osage Ridge Rd
64 94 west to Dutzow
65 Augusta Bottom Rd
66 Augusta to Klondike along MO River
67 Matson to Defiance 94 to DD
68 S/SE of Crossroads 
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Housekeeper Wanted
3 5 Days Per Week

Defiance Area
Cleaning, Organizing & Errands
See the Housekeeping Ad in the

Unclassifieds on page 27.

Donnie McCloud, New Melle 411 
Recognized for Tornado Relief Efforts
By Dianne Sudbrock

Francis Howell High 
School Junior, 
Donnie McCloud, 

was presented with a 
“Superintendent’s 
Certificate” from the 
Francis Howell School 
Board on January 20, 2022, 
for the role that he and 
the New Melle 411 
Facebook page played in 
the December 2021 
Defiance, MO tornado 
response and relief 
efforts.

Donnie started the 
New Melle 411 Facebook page in 2020 as a way for people in the 
community to connect with one another. It quickly became an effective 
method to share pertinent news such as road closures, first responder 
events, lost pets, (bear sightings!) and more. It is also a wonderful tool 
for local businesses and organizations to promote fundraisers, special 
events, daily menu offers, etc.

Perhaps the first inkling of just how effective the page could be in 
terms of communications was the planning and organizing of, in just a 
few short days, a holiday lights parade in December 2020. The event 
was so well-received it was immediately deemed to become an annual 
holiday tradition. A Military Tribute parade was also promoted and 
organized on the page last August to honor fallen soldier, Lance 
Corporal Jarod Schmitz of Wentzville, and all active duty and veteran 
military.

But recently, when the EF3 tornado that hit the Defiance area on 
December 10, 2021, and a small plane crashed near New Melle on 
January 8, 2022, New Melle 411 became #1) an important resource for 
sharing real-time eye witness reports and #2) a vehicle to mobilize 
community resources: volunteers, donations, etc. in the aftermath.

Donnie McCloud and FHHS Principal 
Dr. Dave Wedlock.

During his presentation at the FHSD board meeting, FHHS Principal 
Dr. Dave Wedlock praised Donnie for starting New Melle 411, and for his 
personal commitment to helping people in need. But Donnie is quick to 
point out that the immediate and generous response to the tornado, and 
the success of the New Melle 411 Facebook page in general, lies with the 
entire community. Particularly with the tornado, there were several 
key people who played major roles in the hours, days and weeks 
following that event. New Melle 411 was an effective tool that helped 
get news and needs out to the community, but it was the people in the 
community who then responded in amazing ways. And in the case of 
the plane crash, local first responders used comments from 
eyewitnesses on New Melle 411 to help define the search area.

When Donnie started New Melle 411, he had no idea it would grow 
to become what it is, and he’s quick to point out he didn’t do it alone, 
nor could he continue to do it alone. He’s had help and guidance along 
the way from dedicated adults who help administer and moderate the 
page. And everyone who is or has been involved with creating and 
maintaining the page are volunteers – dedicated to keeping it a 
trustworthy, respectful, community resource.

When he finishes High School, Donnie plans to pursue a career as 
an EMT/Paramedic. He said his interest in helping people was sparked 
in the third grade while his parents provided care in their home for 
Donnie’s grandfather, who had brain cancer. Witnessing and 
participating in his grandfather’s care touched Donnie, and from that 
point forward, he knew he wanted to be a paramedic. He would love to 
someday work in that capacity here at a local New Melle station.

Congratulations to Donnie on being recognized for his commitment 
to his community. He’s a bright young man with a bright future. We 
look forward to seeing him make positive impacts on the lives of others 
for many years to come.

New Melle 411 Meet and Greet Feb. 19

The New Melle 411 Facebook page administrators and moderators 
are planning a "Meet and Greet" on February 19, 2022, at White 
Wolf Pub and Grill to celebrate not only the site's 2nd year 

anniversary (Jan. 31, 2022) but also the 17th birthday of the site's 
founder, Donnie McCloud. The public is invited to come and meet the 
people behind the scenes and help celebrate! The fun starts at 6:30 p.m. 
The event is hosted by Casee Trapp and sponsored by White Wolf Pub 
and Grill. There will be a limited supply of 411 cookies to hand out, and 
food and drink available for purchase. Please follow the event on the 
New Melle 411 Facebook page and select "Going" if you plan to attend. 

 Celebrating Donnie and the New Melle 411 | Facebook
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experience, training, medical issues, etc.;] The Machine [aircraft 
maintenance records, etc.;] and The Medium [air traffic control, weather 
conditions, environmental issues, etc.] Local and national FAA personnel 
are helping with the investigation along with representatives from the 
aircraft manufacturer and the company that owns the plane.

Folkerts said the crash occurred at 7:19 p.m. Saturday, January 8, 
2022. The plane had departed from Spirit of St. Louis Airport at 7:10 p.m. 
and was on an instrument flight to Denver, Co. It was a Beech Baron 
twin-engine aircraft, manufactured in 1981, operated by AirNet II, LLC, 
on a positioning flight to Denver, Co. No passengers or cargo were on 
board.

The weather at Spirit of St. Louis was “instrument conditions” with 
1000 feet overcast ceiling and cloud tops at about 9000 feet. After take-
off, the plane reached an elevation of 8000 feet with a westwardly 
heading, then began a turn 
to the left with a descent. 
The ATC (Air Traffic 
Controller) queried the 
pilots about their heading 
and altitude, but there was 
not a response back to the 
ATC. The last data 
transmitted from the 
airplane was at 4,700 feet 
while it was in the left 
turn. The plane impacted 
into a wooded area at a 
high airspeed in a 
westwardly heading.

The crash site is in a 
wooded area, east of Hwy. F, 
across from the New 
Frontier Materials Quarry. It 
is not visible from the road nor easily accessible. Aerial photos of the 
accident were provided by St. Charles County Police.

Folkerts said in the coming days, investigators will continue to 
examine the plane at a recovery facility, including flight controls, 
engines, propellers and avionics (electronic systems). They will also 
assess the flight path, any pilot to ATC communications, weather 
conditions, including icing or turbulence. Folkerts said preliminary data 
on icing indicates the freezing level was about 12,000 feet at the time. 
The plane had reached an altitude of 8000 feet, so at this point, he does 
not expect icing to be a factor, but they will investigate further.

Investigators will also do an operational background assessment on 
the pilots to include flight training, experience, and a medical study 
including autopsy and toxicology reports; and a sound spectrum 
analysis will be done on doorbell video with audio acquired from a 
residence about 1/4 mile from the crash site.

Folkerts said preliminary findings indicate that both engines were 
running as the plane descended. He confirmed there was no distress call 
from the pilots to the ATC. He said, “There were some communications 
that give the impression that there was an issue, but we need to assess 
those further.”

There was no black box on board. Folkerts said, “The Barron does 
not have a flight data recorder or a cockpit voice recorder. It did have 
ADS-B [Automatic Dependent Surveillance-Broadcast] which tracks 
flight parameters. Unfortunately, the last ADS-B data was transmitted 
at 4,700 feet.”

The plane landed in a wooded area and did not impact any 
structures on the ground. It was a very high-speed impact. The plane 
was very fragmented. There was no fire, which Folkerts attributed to 
the speed of the impact and the fact that it was raining. He said due to 
the fragmentation some components are going to be difficult to assess.

St. Charles County Police Chief Kurt Frisz talked about the search 
effort. He said to get a sense of direction of where the impact occurred, 
they needed citizen input and eyewitness accounts. Police canvassed the 
area, but because the terrain was very hilly, the weather was bad, there 
was no fire and very little tree damage, it was challenging to narrow 
down the exact location. Thermal imaging drones were brought in to 
assist but had difficulty staying in the air due to weather conditions. 
Ultimately it was a foot grid search that led to the discovery.

New Melle Fire Protection District had at least 15 personnel on the 
ground, plus crews from Wentzville and Augusta, Wright City and 
numerous County police and Missouri State Patrol officers assisted with 

the search. UTVs from 
New Melle, Cottleville, St. 
Charles County Ambulance 
and two private 
individuals were used in 
the search.

New Melle Fire Chief 
Dan Casey told the Boone 
Country Connection that 
at first, the thought was 
that the plane might have 
glided at a gradual descent 
back towards the airport, 
and so the search started 
across a larger area, then 
as citizen reports and more 
specific information 
became available from Air 
Traffic Control, they were 

able to tighten up the search area, but that process took a while. Once 
that smaller search area was determined, a ground grid search was 
implemented, with firefighters searching the woods on foot. 
“Fortunately,” he said, “within about 30 minutes of implementing the 
grid search, the crash site was found at 10:02 p.m.”

Casey said human remains were discovered immediately, and the 
crash was deemed unsurvivable. At that point, firefighters pulled back 
and secured the perimeter of the area, and CSI (Crime Scene 
Investigators) took control of the site.

Police Chief Kurt Frisz said, “It was through the assistance of local 
residents, our detective bureau, our crime scene investigators, the New 
Melle Fire Department and their folks, that the site was found and 
secured, and the St. Charles County Medical Examiner’s office could 
begin recovery and positive identification of victims.”

Folkerts said all human remains and debris from the plane had 
been recovered and removed as of Monday evening. He also said there is 
an email available for witnesses to contact NTSB if they have 
information that might be pertinent to the investigation: 
witness@ntsb.gov. He estimated a final report could be published in the 
next 12-18 month timeframe. 
Editor's Note: The NTSB Preliminary Report is available on the 
NTSB website. Go to NTSB.gov, type "Accident Report January 
2022" in the site's search bar, scroll down to "Monthly Lists", click 
"January" then go to page 2 and look for the January 8 incident.

Plane crash site east of Hwy F. Photos courtesy of St. Charles County Police.

Plane Crash...from Page 1
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We close the year with incredibly grateful hearts giving thanks for 
what the Lord has done. And we seek Him as we move forward into 2022 
for wisdom, provision, and His Presence in the community of Bethel Hills. 
Come visit us at Bethel Hills. Donations can be sent to Bethel Hills, 10450 
Voelkerding Rd., Marthasville, MO, 63357, or  to donate online, go to 
www.bethelhills.org and click "Donate Now." Follow us on Facebook at 
"Bethel Hills Community."

An Update from Bethel Hills in 
Dutzow
By Billie Kramme

We hope all of you are healthy and happy as we start the year 
2022. We are eager to share what the year 2021 looked like for us 
and something of the year that lies ahead as well.

The year 2021 will be forever remembered as the year Bethel Hills 
became a reality. We were fortunate to acquire 127 acres with seven 
existing structures in the Dutzow area, largely due to incredibly generous 
donors.

We closed on the property on March 1st! The blessing of being able to 
purchase this beautiful property debt-free is beyond words! We do not 
doubt for one moment that the hand of the Lord has orchestrated this to 
His glory.

That day, everything changed. We began the journey of creating the 
Bethel Hills community. Every building has needed repairs or remodels, or 
both. We tackled the event center first, including creating a studio 
apartment on the side. At the same time, work began on the chapel 
foundation, grading, replacing sidewalks, remodeling the ranch home into 
duplexes, and repairs to the gym. In November, we began the big remodel 
in Building #4.

Contractors, architects, and volunteers came forward unexpectedly, 
with areas of skill and expertise to tackle the carpentry, plumbing, 
electrical work needed, saving us tens of thousands of dollars in labor costs 
and providing quality work. What a wonderful, unexpected blessing to 
have skilled tradesmen stepping up to do the work building these homes—
labor-free. They are the reason we have been able to keep moving forward. 
THANK YOU to our volunteers! Our homes are custom built with quality 
builders and architects, all to provide homes for those with developmental 
disabilities for years to come. This clearly is a project the community has 
adopted, seeing the need for supportive housing.

Our first family has moved into one of the duplexes and will also be 
providing 24-hour security, maintenance, and taking care of snow removal; 
and our first resident will move into the newly remodeled efficiency 
apartment in February. What a milestone! 

The Spiritual Life team, chaired by board member Pastor John Wagner, 
is moving forward with plans for chapel services, Bible studies, and service 
opportunities. We are blessed with a beautiful house of worship in the 
midst of the Bethel Hills community and look forward to developing the 
spiritual atmosphere of this Christian community. A very special moment 
was our first Christmas Candlelight service held in the Chapel.

Current remodels should be completed in April, and we hope to have 
them occupied by June, allowing 15 individuals a home.

Our Founders of Bethel Hills gave us the momentum to get started. 
Our anonymous major donors made it possible for us to purchase the 
property. Our volunteer tradesmen are making it possible to get these 
homes ready!

There is one more remodel to complete. It is a big one and will require 
approximately $250,000 to complete. Included is a large recreation area in 
the lower level of this building. We are actively seeking the finances to put 
toward this remodel so we can keep moving.

The admissions team is interviewing prospective residents. There are 
more interested than we have homes until this remodel is complete. Would 
you prayerfully consider helping to support the costs of this major 
remodel? This 4,600 sq. ft. house will be remodeled into multiple 1 and 2 
bedroom apartments, allowing beautiful homes for 8-10 more individuals 
to live at Bethel Hills.

What a wonderful, unexpected blessing to have skilled tradesmen stepping 
up to do the work building these homes—labor free!

There is one more remodel to complete. It is a big one and will 
require approximately $250,000 to complete. Included is a large 
recreation area in the lower level.
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County Executive Steve Ehlmann 
Withdraws Bill 5030 Proposing 
Charter Amendment
By Dianne Sudbrock

St. Charles County Executive Steve Ehlmann has withdrawn Bill 5030 
which he proposed in December to be added to the April 2022 
election ballot. The bill would have asked the St. Charles County 

voters to approve a Charter Amendment that would have prohibited the 
St. Charles County Executive from carrying on any trade, occupation, 
business or enterprise for personal profit or gain, other than his/her 
duties as County Executive.  Previously, the charter had only prohibited 
the County Executive from engaging in such activities during the normal 
business hours of St. Charles County.  The measure met with stiff 
opposition from various citizens who were concerned it was an attempt to 
limit the pool of prospective candidates for that office.

In a letter of apology sent to County Council members in late 
December, Ehlmann said that was not his intention. He said the issue was 
brought up after St. Louis County Republicans complained about St. Louis 
County Executive Sam Page's outside employment. Ehlmann stated in the 
letter that the matter would only be brought up again, "After we have 
worked on the language, considered the alternative approaches, seen the 
results of the election in St.  Louis County and heard more from our 
constituents, if two councilmen, rather than me, want to reintroduce 
something they can do so far ahead of the election day so all may have 
plenty opportunities to comment."

The entire letter from St. Charles County Executive Steve Ehlmann is 
printed below. 

Re: Bill 5030 
Dear County Council member: 

First of all let me apologize for getting you in the middle of what 
some have suggested is a campaign issue. When I brought this issue before 
you, I assumed that, after all the complaining by St. Louis County 
Republicans about County Executive Sam Page's outside employment, no 
Republican in our county would want to do the same thing. I was wrong.  

As you know, other than requesting a bill be put on your agenda, the 
courts have made it clear I have no role in the adoption of a charter 
amendment. As I pointed out at the meeting, I spent a lot of time with our 
lawyers on the language to make sure everyone could easily see it applied 
to employment by, rather than ownership of, a business. I failed. Staff has 
begun working on better language and I have attached a copy of the St. 
Louis County's ordinance, amending its Charter to require a full-time 
county executive, for your study.  

Several of you have suggested other approaches that I think deserve 
careful study and consideration: 

1) Mr. Cronin raised the possibility of appointing a charter 
Commission to look at this issue.

2) Mr. Elam has asked whether, since directors are allowed outside 
employment only with the consent of the county executive, the County 
Council could approve outside employment for the county executive after 
considering the nature of the job, its location, the number of hours 
involved and the potential for conflicts of interest.

3) I believe it was Mr. Brazil who warned against paying to put 
something on the ballot that has no chance of passing at a low-turnout 
April Election. (I checked with Kurt Bahr after the meeting and, if we will 
have the transportation Sales Tax on the ballot, it will cost only slightly 
more to have a second ballot measure.) 

Perhaps the only point made by the public speakers at the recent 
meeting that I might agree with is that the time frame for your making a 
decision is too short. That was not done purposefully. I did not want to 
bring this to you unless St. Louis County put it on the ballot. The first 
meeting after they did that was your last meeting. In the past, we have 
been able to put something on the ballot at our second January meeting, 
usually on the fourth Monday. This year that meeting is on the fifth 
Monday, beyond the deadline for submitting a proposal for the April 
election. The shorter time period is a special problem with the holidays 
and the fact that many on staff will be taking PTO. 

While I continue to believe that future executives, like the first 
three, in St. Charles County should treat their job as full-time, for the 
reasons set out above, I am requesting that Chairman Elam withdraw Bill 
5030. If we simply table it opponents will think they need to be at every 
meeting in case we take it off the table. After we have worked on the 
language, considered the alternative approaches, seen the results of the 
election in St. Louis County and heard more from our constituents, if two 
councilmen, rather than me, want to reintroduce something they can do 
so far ahead of the election day so all may have plenty opportunities to 
comment. 

Sincerely yours, 
Steve Ehlmann 
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Lila, Life of a Missouri Slave at The 
Historic Daniel Boone Home

Visit with “Lila”  and learn about slavery on the Missouri frontier 
on Sunday, February 13 and Sunday, April 10, 2022, at The 
Historic Daniel Boone Home, 1868 Highway F, Defiance. “Lila, Life 

of a Missouri Slave,” is performed by Angela da Silva at 1:15 and 3:15 p.m. 
in the Old Peace Chapel in the park. In addition to this dynamic 
presentation, guests may visit with “Lila” from 12 - 5 p.m. to hear other 
compelling stories. Presentations by and visits with “Lila” are free and 
registration is not required. 

St. Charles County Assessor to Mail 
2022 Personal Property Assessment 
Forms

The St. Charles County Assessor will mail approximately 181,000 
personal property assessment forms for 2022 by Jan. 26. 
Completed assessment forms are due to the Assessor by March 1.

Ways to File
• Online – Individual personal property owners have the option to 

file online after receiving the assessment form in the mail. The e-
filing website also will be available through the Assessor’s website, 
sccmo.org/Assessor.

• Mail – Complete the form and send it to St. Charles County Assessor, 
201 N. Second Street, Room 141, St. Charles, MO 63301. 

• DropBox – Completed assessment forms must be submitted in a 
blue-labeled "County" drive-up drop box on the island in front of 
the County Administration Building at 201 N. Second Street in St. 
Charles.

• In-Person – Again, taxpayers are strongly encouraged to file 
personal property through contactless methods due to the COVID-
19 pandemic. Those who wish to file in person can do so from 8 
a.m.-5 p.m., Monday-Friday, excluding holidays, at the Assessor’s 
service windows at the County Administration Building, 201 N. 
Second Street in St. Charles
Residents can visit https://lookups.sccmo.org/assessor/form to 

verify the Assessor has received their completed assessment. 
Verification of assessment receipt is posted within two business days 
for online filing and as soon as possible for mail and dropbox 
submissions after the assessment is received and processed. For 
questions about assessments, or if you are a new resident in the county 
and need to be added to the Assessor’s records, call the Personal 
Property office at 636-949-7420. For information about assessments and 
taxes, visit sccmo.org/Assessor.

Hunt for Hunger 2021 Update

Hunt for Hunger was started in 2016 by nine-year-old David Neier, a 
Daniel Boone Elementary student at the time. David was 
concerned when he realized that children in his community were 

going to bed hungry. That year, David, an avid hunter, decided to donate 
his deer to help those families in need and encouraged others to do the 
same by going door to door and asking hunters to join “Hunt for Hunger.”

Hunt for Hunger has been a huge success ever since, and David is 
now a 14-year-old 8th grader at Francis Howell Middle School. So far this 
year, David’s campaign has delivered over 3000 pounds to local food 
banks. Since 2016, 22,500 lbs of pure venison has been donated through 
Hunt for Hunger/Share the Harvest for St. Charles County.

David would like to thank Josephville Meat Market and all the 
hunters that donated their deer, and he hopes they will continue to do so 
next year. David said, “You can’t believe how much of a difference the 
venison makes to struggling families in our community.”

Just a reminder, donating your deer to Hunt for Hunger/Share the 
Harvest for processing is free, simply check with your processor that they 
participate in the program. You can follow on Facebook at Hunt for 
Hunger.

David Neier and Tom Obrecht delivering venison to the local 
Salvation Army.
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A Culinary History of Missouri  A 
Book Worth Reading
By Kathy Miller

The book A Culinary History of Missouri: 
Foodways and Iconic Dishes from the 
Show-Me State, by Suzanne Corbett and 

Deborah Reinhardt is a great food history book 
with popular and famous Missouri recipes. Some 
date back before Missouri was a state (adapted 
to today’s kitchen,) and there are other more 
modern recipes like Gooey Butter Cake, 7UP 
Bundt Cake, Cashew Chicken and many others.

If you are into history and food, I think 
you will enjoy this 160-page book. It spans over 200 years of Missouri food 
history and includes 80 recipes. The authors both grew up in St. Louis, but 
this book covers the entire state from St. Genevieve to Kansas City and lets 
you know the unique places to visit. 

About the Authors:  SUZANNE CORBETT is an award-winning writer, 
culinary teacher and food historian whose work has appeared in local and 
national publications. She is the author of The Gilded Table: Recipes and 
Table History from the Campbell House, Pushcarts & Stalls: The Soulard 
Market History Cookbook and Unique Eats and Eateries of St. Louis. She is 
also a Telly Award-winning producer/writer of the documentary short 
Vintage Missouri: 200 Years of Missouri Wine. DEBORAH REINHARDT is a 
native Missourian and an award-winning travel and food writer. For more 
than thirty years, Deborah was managing editor of AAA Midwest Traveler 
and AAA Southern Traveler. She is the author of Delectable Destinations: A 
Chocolate Lover’s Guide to Missouri and self-published a family cookbook, 
Three Women in the Kitchen: Recipes and Stories of Growing Up in St. Louis.

To learn more about the book, A Culinary History of Missouri: 
Foodways and Iconic Dishes from the Show-Me State and the authors, check 
out their interview with Victoria Babu on Youtube at https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=uxgVUuYJuzI&ab_channel=HECBooks. The 
book is now available at arcadiapublishing.com and is currently 30% off 
until February 11. 
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New housing construction was estimated at more than $658 
million, nearly equal to that of 2020 and slightly over 2019. New 
commercial construction costs in 2021 
surpassed 2020 by 22.8 percent, or 
approximately $30 million. 

“The growth in housing and commercial 
construction coincides with the county’s 
continuing increase in population,” says 
County Executive Steve Ehlmann. “The U.S. 
Census showed an increase of 12.4 percent over 
the past 10 years which put St. Charles 
County’s population at 405,262 in 2020. As 
people keep moving to our county, my 
administration’s focus continues to be on 
increased housing, the attraction of new 
businesses, building and improving 
infrastructure, and the health and safety of 
our residents.” 

St. Charles County Housing, 
Commercial Construction Permits 
Keep Pace With Population Growth 
Despite Pandemic

Good news on the housing front continues to come out of St. 
Charles County. Despite the ongoing pandemic, the County 
reports year-end totals for housing and commercial construction 

permits for 2021 remain ahead of the pre-pandemic numbers of 2019 
and rival those of 2020. 

“The year 2021 continued to show St. Charles County as a growth 
leader in the region and state,” says Director of Community 
Development Mike Hurlbert. “Total residential permits remained strong: 
a 17.6 percent increase over the pre-COVID 2019 numbers and nearly 47 
percent higher than just 10 years ago. Single-family construction has 
been fairly consistent and strong over the last decade in St. Charles 
County, but new records were set in the growth of multifamily in both 
2020 and 2021, providing a wide variety of housing options to our 
residents.”

Additional articles are posted 
throughout the month at 

www.boonecountryconnection.com.
Sign up for daily email updates!

The graphs above compare the past three years.
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Sign up for email Updates at 
www.boonecountryconnection.com

 to keep up with daily updates.
Like The Boone Country Connection on Facebook!

Edna Lee Kunze

Edna Lee Kunze, nee Stubblefield, 85, St. 
Peters, formerly of Marthasville, passed away 
peacefully in her home, Thursday, Jan. 6, 2022.

She was born Dec. 28, 1936, in St. James to 
the late William Stubblefield and wife Edna 
Mae, nee Borgman. Edna Lee was united in 
marriage to Harold Edwin Kunze on Nov. 26, 
1983, in Marthasville. They spent 23 wonderful 
years together before his passing in 2007.

Edna Lee was a member of St. Paul's United 
Church of Christ in Marthasville and was on the 
church council. She also was part of the 
Women's Guild at the church. She was a hard worker and had a career 
with three companies, SECO, Phillip Transit and ZERO. She worked as an 
office administrator and then joined the union while at SECO and 
worked in the factory. Edna Lee enjoyed playing Bunco with her friends 
and also enjoyed the monthly "ladies lunch." Edna Lee had a special 
relationship with her granddaughter, Candace. Candace said "Grandma" 
was her best friend, and that was one of Edna Lee's greatest thrills. Edna 
Lee was a very devoted wife, mother, grandmother, sister and friend to 
many.

She is lovingly survived by her daughter, Tammy Lee Siem and 
husband Harvey; her granddaughter, Candace; one brother, William 
Stubblefield and wife Bonnie; two nephews, Greg Stubblefield and 
Steven Stubblefield and wife Susan; one great-niece, Sara Stubblefield; 
one great-nephew, Seth Stubblefield; other relatives and many friends.

Edna Lee was preceded in death by her husband and her parents, 
William and Edna Mae.

Visitation: Wednesday, Jan. 12, from 9-11 a.m at St. Paul's U.C.C., 
Marthasville. A funeral service will follow at 11 a.m. with the Rev. Don 
Deeker officiating.

Memorial donations are suggested to St. Paul's U.C.C., in care Martin 
Funeral Home, 510 East Main St., Warrenton, MO 63383.

Michael James Molitor

Michael James Molitor passed away in his 
home on January 11, 2022, at the age of 76 years.

He is survived by his beloved wife, Eileen 
Molitor of Marthasville; three sons, Mike (Karla) 
Molitor Jr. of Wright City, MO, Daniel Molitor of 
New Melle, MO, and Larry (Amy) Molitor of 
Wright City, MO; six siblings, Richard Molitor of 
Marthasville, MO, William (Sandy) Molitor of 
Defiance, MO, Conrad (Karen) Molitor of Flint 
Hill, MO, Florence (Gene) Joerling of New Melle, 
MO, Jane Huddleston of Marthasville, MO, and 
Loretta Bruns of New Melle, MO; six 
grandchildren, Travis (Tiffany) Molitor, Ryan Molitor, Jessica Molitor, 
Cole Molitor, Maggie Molitor, and Morgan Molitor; three sisters-in-law, 
Alice Molitor of New Melle, MO, Betty Lou Molitor of Warrenton, MO, 
and Audrey Molitor of Morgantown, IN; brother-in-law, Pete Thompson 
of Jonesburg, MO; other relatives and many friends.

Michael James Molitor was born September 6, 1945; son of August 
Molitor and wife, Florence Hoeckelman Molitor. He was a graduate of St. 
Dominic High School. He was united in marriage to Eileen Tuepker on 
May 27, 1967, at Immaculate Heart of Mary Catholic Church in New 

Loretta Bruns

Loretta Bruns, nee Molitor, passed away 
Monday, January 24, 2022, at the age of 70 years.

She is survived by four children: Jerry 
Bruns of Warrenton, MO, Terry Bruns of 
Foristell, MO, Carrie Eckelkamp of Wright City, 
MO, and Larry Bruns and his wife, Lindsey of 
Foristell, MO; three grandchildren, Dalton Bruns, 
Wyatt Bruns, and Eleanor Bruns; five siblings, 
Richard Molitor of Marthasville, MO, William 
Molitor and wife, Sandy of Defiance, MO, Conrad 
Molitor and wife, Karen of Flint Hill, MO, 
Florence Joerling and husband, Gene of New 
Melle, and Jane Huddleston of Marthasville, MO.

Loretta was born January 29, 1951, in St. Charles, Missouri, daughter 
of the late August Molitor and wife, Florence Hoeckelman Molitor. 
Loretta was a member of Immaculate Heart of Mary Catholic Church in 
New Melle. She was employed by Short Stops Convenience Store in New 
Melle and retired from Daniel Boone Elementary, where she was a 
Custodial Engineer for many years. Loretta enjoyed being outdoors, 
watching birds and gardening, with the scent of flowers and trees 
surrounding her. In addition, she took pleasure in painting and puzzles. 

Loretta was preceded in death by Gary Bruns (father of her 
children), seven siblings, August Molitor, Jr., Gerald Molitor, Robert 
Molitor, Glennon Molitor, Mary Ann Rhodes, Elizabeth Thompson, and 
Michael Molitor.

Visitation: Monday, January 31, 2022, 2-8 p.m. at Pitman Funeral 
Home, 1545 Wentzville Parkway, Wentzville, MO 63385. Funeral Mass: 
Tuesday, February 1, 2022, 10 a.m. at Immaculate Heart of Mary Catholic 
Church, 8 Hwy D, New Melle, MO 63365. Interment following in the 
church cemetery.

Memorials may be made to Alzheimer’s Association, in care of 
Pitman Funeral Home, P. O. Box 248, Wentzville, MO  63385.

Melle and three sons were born to this marriage.
He was employed by Waterhout Construction for over 30 years and 

a retired member of the Carpenters Union Local 32. He was also a 
member of St. Vincent de Paul Catholic Church and Knights of 
Columbus in New Melle, MO. Michael enjoyed woodworking, playing 
golf, fishing, hunting, gardening, and tinkering with model trains.

He is preceded in death by his parents, August and Florence 
Molitor; six siblings, August Molitor, Jr., Gerald Molitor, Robert Molitor, 
Glennon Molitor, Mary Ann Rhodes, and Elizabeth Thompson; sisters-in-
law; Jolene Molitor and Bernice Molitor, brothers-in-law; Gary 
Huddleston and Ralph Rhodes.

Visitation: Monday, January 17, 2022, from 2:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., 
Pitman Funeral Home, 1545 Wentzville Parkway, Wentzville, Missouri 
63385. Funeral: Tuesday, January 18, 2022, 10:00 a.m., St. Vincent de Paul 
Catholic Church, Dutzow, MO with burial in the church cemetery.

Memorials may be made to the Alzheimer’s Association or St. 
Vincent de Paul Church in care of Pitman Funeral Home, P. O. Box 248, 
Wentzville, MO 63385.
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Deborah “Debbie” Killian

Deborah “Debbie” Killian of Saint Peters, MO, passed away 
Tuesday, January 4, 2022, at the age of 65. 

Beloved wife of Paul David Killian; precious daughter of Bessie J. 
and Roy G. Nelson; devoted mother of David G. (Valeria) Killian, Angela 
D. (Joseph) Smith and Joshua P. (Jennifer) Killian; loving grandmother 
of Taylor, Liberty, Dominic, Destiny, Noah, Andrew, Emily, Rachel, 
Autumn and Lacy; dear sister of Betty Nelson and half-sister of Donnie, 
Kelley, Dustin and Darby; beloved niece, aunt, sister-in-law, cousin and 
friend to many. She is preceded in death by two of her grandchildren, 
Matthew Killian and Lauren Smith. 

Debbie was a member of Oakridge Baptist Church in St. Peters, MO 
for many years. She worked at Fort Zumwalt School District for nearly 
twenty years. She was the most selfless and kind person everyone 
knew and loved. Debbie was devoted to her family and loved to spend 
time with them. Debbie was dearly loved and will be greatly missed by 
all who knew her. 

Memorials may be made in Debbie”s name to Siteman Cancer 
Center. Debbie never gave up, nor did the doctors and nurses of Siteman 
Cancer Center, through excellent care and medical trials of medicine. 
Without new treatments being developed, Debbie would have never 
made it as long as she did. 

Visitation: Tuesday, January 11, 2022, 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Funeral 
Service: Tuesday, January 11, 2022, 1:30 p.m. Baue Cave Springs, 3950 
West Clay, 63301. 

Kenneth O. Hemsath

Kenneth O. Hemsath passed away in New 
Haven on January 10, 2022, at the age of 68.

Kenny was a member of Christ Lutheran 
Church in Augusta, MO for many years.  He 
enjoyed deer hunting and spending time on the 
farm.  

He is survived by his nieces and nephews, 
Nancy and Todd Overstreet and Tammy and 
Dave Goebel.  He is preceded in death by his 
father, Waldo Hemsath, mother, Elsie Hemsath 
nee Mallinckrodt, and sister, Ruth Ann Kleine.  Kenny was a great uncle 
and will be dearly missed by family and friends. 

Visitation: Wednesday, January 12, 2022, from 1:00 p.m to 3:00 p.m. 
at Christ Lutheran Church, Augusta, Missouri.  

Funeral: Wednesday, January 12, 2022, 3:00 p.m. at Christ Lutheran 
Church, Augusta, MO. 

Burial:  Christ Lutheran Church Cemetery, Augusta, Missouri
Memorials:  Made payable to Christ Lutheran Church in care of 

Pitman Funeral Home, P. O. Box 248, Wentzville, MO  63385.

Robert Haines Rothrock III

Robert Haines Rothrock III was born March 
7, 1950, in Joplin, MO; the son of the late Robert 
Haines Rothrock II and his wife Helen nee` 
Howard. He passed away Tuesday, December 28, 
2021, at the age of 71. Bob received his education 
in Washington, MO and graduated from 
Washington High School in 1968. He went on to 
serve his country in the United States Marine 
Corps from December 2, 1970, to December 1, 
1972. Bob was united in marriage to Carlene 
Feldmann on March 22, 1975, at the St. Vincent Catholic Church in 
Marthasville, MO. The couple made their home in Washington. Bob and 
Carlene felt called to be foster parents and for four years welcomed 
infants into their home to aid in giving them a good start in life while 
they waited for their forever homes. In 2007 Bob retired as a Lieutenant 
with the Missouri Highway Parol after serving as a trooper from 1975-
2007. The couple settled in Dutzow, MO. Bob had served as a SWAT 
Commander during his time with the highway patrol and attended the 
FBI National Academy Session 191 in 1997. 

After retiring from the highway patrol, he also worked as an 
instructor for Mo-Tac and worked security for Concordance Academy. 
He also earned a Bachelor of Science in criminal justice from the 
University of St. Louis. After retirement, Bob enjoyed his time working 
as a substitute teacher with students in special services at the 
Washington School District. He also volunteered as the PE teacher at St. 
Vincent School. While Bob was a dedicated and proud patrolman, he 
would say his biggest accomplishment was being a loving and dedicated 
husband, father and grandfather.

He is survived by his wife, Carlene Rothrock of Marthasville, MO; 
three children, Joe Rothrock and wife Elizabeth of Pittsburg, PA, 
Jessica Woolbright and husband Brian of St. Louis, MO and Krista 
Muzzey and husband Matt of Columbia, MO; six grandchildren, Luc and 
Flora Woolbright, Tate and Ren Muzzey, Ava and Violet Rothrock; one 
sister, Mary Helen Reinarman and husband Paul of Washington, MO; 
two brothers, Pete Rothrock and wife Debbie of Nixa, MO and Mike 
Rothrock of Crocker, MO; two brothers-in-law, Ken Feldmann and wife 
Chris of Krakow, MO and Kevin Feldmann and wife Janice of 
Washington, MO; two sisters-in-law, Connie Struckhoff and husband 
Bob of Augusta, MO and Kathy Marquart and husband Rick of Femme 
Osage.

Funeral Mass was held at the St. Vincent Catholic Church in 
Marthasville, MO. Burial with full military honors followed in the 
church cemetery. Memorials may be given to The MASTERS or St. 
Martha’s Hall.
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City of New Melle - General Fund
Profit and Loss

January through December, 2021

City of New Melle - Transportation Fund
Profit and Loss

January through December, 2021

City of New Melle - Capital Improvements Fund
Profit and Loss

January through December, 2021
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City of New Melle
Summary of All Funds

For the Period:  January 1, 2021 through December 31, 2021

Candidates for the Upcoming Area 
April 5 Election

The following candidates have filed for the April 5, 2022, 
election for the Town of Augusta and the City of New Melle.

In New Melle, Gary Schneider filed to retain his seat on the 
Board of Aldermen for Ward 2 and is running unopposed (two-
year term.)  Trevor Goodman filed to run for the Alderman Ward 1 
(two-year term.) The incumbent, Alderman Don Hendrich, is not 
running for re-election. Steven Burt filed to run for Mayor and is 
running unopposed (two-year term.) 

The Town of Augusta has two positions open on the Town 
Board of Trustees (two-year term.)  Robert Hofer and Richard 
Barton both filed to retain their seats on the Board of Trustees 
and are running unopposed. 

For Public Water Supply District #2: Board of Director—
Subdistrict #2 Three-year term—Vicky Steinkamp and Board of 
Director—Subdistrict #5 Three-year term—Kathleen Schnurr and 
Joel H. Ogle.

Anyone wishing to run as a write-in candidate for any of the 
above positions must file a declaration of intent with the St. 
Charles County Election Authority before 5:00 p.m. on the second 
Friday immediately preceding the election (March 25, 2022).  

The last day to register to vote in the April 5, 2022, election is 
March 9, 2022. 

New Melle Board of Aldermen 
Highlights 01/13/22
By Kathy Miller  

The New Melle Board of Aldermen met at City Hall on Thursday, 
January 13, 2022. Mayor Richard West, Aldermen Nik Bradley, Don 
Hendrich, Gary Schneider and Janet Karrenbrock were present 

and the City Attorney, City Clerk, and City Engineer.
The minutes from December 14, 2021, meeting were approved. 
There were no comments in the open forum.
The financial reports were accepted as presented.
There were no ordinances.
Engineering Report: 
New firehouse for the NMFPD update—The plans were under 

review at the time of this meeting. Editor's note: On January 24, 2022, 
the NMFPD received approval to send the plans out for bid. 

Peter Street update—Plans and drawings were submitted that 
include a one-way street, new crosswalks and new sidewalks which are 
all up to code. There is a small amount of work to do and should be 
ready in a week. The Board unanimously voted to approve and will go 
to bid when ready. 

Mill Street update—The engineer is working on drawings and 
plans for Mill Street.

Old Business: None
New Business: The city clerk, Marcia Gay, requested that the 

process that is currently posted for obtaining Building Permits be 
rewritten to clarify the process and costs involved when obtaining a 
Building Permit. There are no changes being made to the process, just 
rewriting the current information to better clarify the process for 
everyone. Marcia has written new procedures and the Board, City 
Engineer and City Attorney will review. When approved the City 
website will be updated. 

The next meeting will be Thursday, February 10, 2022, at 7 p.m.

Read news throughout the month and enjoy color photos 
at www.boonecountryconnection.com.  Sign up for 

email updates and get an early morning email listing 
obituary notices and other news articles that were 

posted the previous day.
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5 HeartHealthy Habits You Can 
Adopt This Month
By Tiffani Stewart
St. Charles CityCounty Library 

Your heart is an amazing muscle. It beats 100,000 times each day, 
pumping about 2,000 gallons of blood through 60,000 miles of 
arteries, veins, and capillaries (“How the Heart Works,” 

Beckerman). Does it go to bed when you do? NO. It keeps working, day 
and night, for your entire life. Doesn’t it deserve a little love and 
attention? Since February is American Heart Month, this is a good time 
to adopt some heart-healthy habits that can keep your ticker tuned up 
and ready to run for a long time. The Library can help! Discover a few 
ideas for heart health and resources the Library can provide to support 
this major majestic muscle. (Be sure to ask your doctor about any 
lifestyle changes before you begin.) 

Add Color
Fruits and vegetables are the keys to a heart-healthy diet, 

according to the American Heart Association (2022). The library offers 
over 112 vegetable cookbooks, including Zoodles Spiralizer Cookbook: A 
Vegetable Noodle and Pasta Cookbook by Sonnet Lauberth, Solo: A 
Modern Cookbook for a Party of One by Anita Lo, and Plant, Cook, Eat!: 
A Children's Cookbook by Joe Archer (for maybe the harshest critics at 
the table). In addition, you can check out a spiralizer, instant pot, air 
fryer, or digital scale. Find kitchen equipment at myLibrary.org/library-
things.

Soothe Your Stress
When you’re stressed, your blood vessels tighten, and your heart 

beats faster, which drives up your blood pressure (“Countdown to a 
Healthier Heart,” Duvauchelle). Love long baths? A good mystery novel? 
Want to explore meditation? Whatever it is, find a stress reliever that 
works for you. While the Library does not carry bath products, you can 
discover a huge variety of eBooks and audiobooks. A recent search of 
our Hoopla online catalog revealed over 3,000 available titles on 
meditation (and 45,000 mysteries). Prefer a nature walk? Try a 
Storybook Walk with your family. Visit five locations regularly for 
beautiful walking paths that provide pages of a story along the way. 
(Get more information at myLibrary.org/storybook-walk). 

Know Your Numbers
Your blood pressure and cholesterol levels are important numbers 

to help identify your heart disease risk. Not sure why these numbers are 
important? Use your library card to access health and wellness 
resources online (myLibrary.org/research-learn) to help you 
understand more about how blood pressure and cholesterol affect your 
heart health. Check with your doctor for personalized targets and 
lifestyle changes that will help you hit them.

Beat the Burn
If you smoke, quit. That’s easier said than done - but it’s possible. 

When you’re ready, the Library can help. Discover books like Quit 
Smoking Today Without Gaining Weight by Paul McKenna, The Easy 
Way to Stop Smoking by Allen Carr, or I Know You Like to Smoke But 
You Can Quit - Now by Andreas Joop. No time to read? Listen to Smoke-
Free in 30 Days by Daniel F. Seidman while you drive or work. 

Embrace Exercise (and Non-Exercise Too!)
Maybe you go to work or school where you sit at a desk all day. 

Maybe you enjoy relaxing in front of a computer or a television set. 
Maybe you have a long commute that forces you to sit for long periods 
of time. The average person sits for more than half of our waking 
hours. And sadly, a sedentary lifestyle is the enemy of a healthy heart. 
(“Sedentary Behavior and Cardiovascular Morbidity and Mortality,” 
Duncan) 

What to do? Obviously, adopting exercise into your life is an 
important part of maintaining good health. (The American Heart 
Association suggests 30 minutes of activity most days.) But even when 
you can’t make time to exercise, you can still incorporate small 
spontaneous activities that can help you reach your heart-healthy 
goals. For example, standing from a seated position, tidying up the 
house, or playing with your kids or grandkids are the types of small 
exertions - non-exercise activity thermogenesis (NEAT) - that can 
reduce the risks associated with prolonged sitting. 

Find out more about NEAT when you stream an episode of Great 
Courses using your library card. View episode 8 of “The Mayo Clinic Diet: 
Exercise, Activity, and Health” through Kanopy (at myLibrary.org/read-
listen-watch-play) to find ideas for making small changes that could 
make a big difference.

Take care of your heart in February - and every month! While 
you’re at the Boone’s Trail Branch or the Augusta Branch for one of 
these classes & events, ask Library staff about cookbooks, exercise 
equipment, online resources, or other materials that can help you on 
your health journey. Your library card could be your ticket to a 
healthier you. 

Crafting Connections - I Love Quilts!
Tuesday, February 1: 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Augusta Branch - adults
Join other quilt lovers for Block of the Month, Show and Tell, and 
demonstrations. 

Coffee and Conversation
Thursdays, February 3, 10, 17, 24: 9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.
Augusta Branch - adults
Enjoy a cup of coffee, a sweet treat, and relaxing conversation. 

Canasta - Game On!*
Thursdays, February 3, 10, 17, 24: 12:30 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Boone's Trail Branch - adults
Join us to play Hand & Foot Canasta. Beginners welcome. 

Crafting Connections - Yarn Arts
Thursdays, February 3, 10, 17, 24: 2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Augusta Branch - adults
Work on your own knit, crochet, or embroidery project with fellow 
yarn enthusiasts. 

"Read to a Dog" - Tale Waggers - Love on a Leash*
Thursday, February 10: 5:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Boone's Trail Branch - children
Kids can practice reading aloud to an attentive, adorable dog. 

Book Discussion - "The Push" by Ashley Audrain*
Monday, February 14: 5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.
Boone's Trail Branch - adults
Join us to discuss a tense, page-turning psychological drama about a 

Continued on Page 25
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WORD SEARCH ANSWERS

Mystery Location
Enter to Win a Gift Certificate

If you have a suggestion or photo to submit for the Mystery Location 
contest, call 636.332.3050 or email boonecc2@gmail.com.

DEADLINE:

Please submit

Items for the

March BCC 

by February 14.

Target

 Distribution:

March 4.

Last Month's Winner

How well do you know the “Boone Country” area? If you can identify 
where this photo was taken, fax, email, or call us with the correct 
answer. Include your name, address and phone number, and reply by 
the 20th of this month. We’ll draw one winner from all the correct 
answers, and that person will receive a gift certificate to Piazza Deli 
& Pizzeria in Defiance.  See page 2 for phone, fax & email for the 
BCC. One entry per household please. 

woman whose experience of motherhood is nothing at all what 
she hoped for – and everything she feared. 

Book Discussion - "News of the World" by Paulette Jiles*
Thursday, February 17: 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Boone's Trail Branch - adults
A captain who travels through northern Texas during the Civil 
War giving live readings from newspapers. He agrees to deliver an 
orphan to her relatives 400 miles away. What happens? 

Book Discussion - "Eleanor Oliphant is Completely Fine" by 
Gail Honeyman*
Monday, February 21: 2:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Augusta Branch - adults
Eleanor Oliphant struggles with appropriate social skills. She’s 
become a bit of a loner until she meets the IT guy from her office. 
Can you relate? Let’s talk about it! 

*Register at myLibrary.org/eCalendar or call Boone’s Trail at 636-
398-6200 or Augusta at 636-228-4855 for more information about 
classes 

The Boone’s Trail and Augusta branches are open Monday, Tuesday, 
and Thursday from 9:00 a.m.- 7:00 p.m. and Saturday, 9:00 a.m.- 12:00 
noon.  

Adults Can Earn A High School 
Diploma Through The Library

St. Charles County, Missouri - For approximately 16,000 adults in St. 
Charles County without a high school diploma, a library card just 
became much more valuable. The St. Charles City-County Library 

is now accepting adult applicants to complete high school through a 
tuition-free accredited online program. 

Excel Adult High School is offered by the Library, with support 
from the State of Missouri and the St. Charles City-County Library 
Foundation. Library cardholders age 18 and older can earn a high school 
diploma - not a GED - while also receiving college or career planning 
assistance. 

Every Excel student will have access to a personal coaching team 
and unlimited live tutoring, provided through the program at no cost. 
Translation tools are built into each online class so English language 
learners can read content in both English and their native language. In 
addition, the Library Foundation will provide each Excel student with a 
Chromebook computer for the duration of the program.

St. Charles County residents who are interested may now apply for 
limited spaces. Those who are accepted are given 24 months to finish 
21.5 credits, requiring approximately 8-10 hours per week of self-paced 
online study time. If participants have high school credits, or have 
completed portions of the GED, HiSET, or TASC, those credits can be 
transferred to help satisfy graduation requirements. 

“The Library is committed to helping customers build successful 
lives, families, and communities,” says Library Director Jason Kuhl. “By 
offering opportunities to adults who have aged out of public school, we 
are providing the means to reach educational and career goals that can 
help them now and in the future.”

To learn more about Excel Adult High School, please visit 
myLibrary.org/Excel.

Library...from Page 24

No one 
identified the 
January mystery 
locations. The 
Toy Soldier was 
in Auburn 
Meadows 
Subdivision off 
Foristell Road 
and the nativity 
scene was at the 
former Femme 
Osage Haus B&B. Let's see if anyone knows this month! 
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PRESENT THIS COUPON  FEBRUARY
$6 off purchase of $55 or more. $10 off $80 or more.

$15 off $120 or more. $20 off $180 or more. 

RECURRING EVENTS: 

Bingo: 1st Sunday, Wentzville American Legion 1 p.m. 636-327-8213.
Breakfast: St. Vincent De Paul Church, Dutzow. 1st Sundays, Nov. 

through May. 8–11:30 a.m.
Breakfast: Immaculate Conception, Augusta. Every 4th Sunday.
Boone-Duden Historical Society: Museum and Archives at the 

Kamphoefner House, 3565 Mill St., New Melle. Open 2nd and 4th 
Sundays 12:30–4 p.m. Call 636-359-6175 for details.

Boone Country 4-H Club: Every 2nd Monday, 7 p.m. at New Melle VFW. 
(Ages 5 to 18.) For more information call 636-970-3000.

Callaway 4-H Club: 2nd Thursday of every month. 7 p.m. at St. John's 
United Church of Christ in Cappeln, MO.

Chicken & Fish: 1st Friday, October–April. Marthasville Community 
Club. Drive-thru only. 4–7 p.m. For info call 636-433-2204

Chicken Dinner: 2nd Friday, Oct. through Feb., New Melle VFW. 5–8 p.m.
Friends of Historic Augusta Museum: 275 Webster Street. Open 1–4 

p.m. on 1st Sunday May–Aug; 3rd Sunday in Sept. & by appt. Call 
636-448-4034.  Meetings 2nd Tuesday, 6 p.m.

Genealogy Library: 1022 First Capitol (under Red Rose Salon) St. 
Charles. Tues. Wed. & Fri. 9 a.m. – 2 p.m. 636-724-6668.

Greater Augusta Area Chamber of Commerce: Second Monday 6:30 
p.m. at various locations. Confirm time/date: 636-228-4005.

Mechanicsville Masons Lodge: Meetings 2nd & 4th Mondays, 7:30 p.m.
New Melle Board of Aldermen: 2nd Thursday, 7 p.m. City Hall.
New Melle Chamber of Commerce: Second Thursday of each month at 

locations posted at www.newmellechamber.com. RSVP via 
Facebook.

New Melle Friendship Society: 1st Monday (2nd if Holiday) of odd 
months except for May, St. Paul's Lutheran-New Melle. 636-398-
5952.

New Melle Country Market: Every Saturday, May 7 to October 29.    
9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Hwy D and Z (Gravel lot behind IHM Chapel)

New Melle Planning & Zoning: First Tuesdays, 7:00 p.m. City Hall.
New Melle VFW Post 5651: Queen of Hearts Every Wed. 5–8 p.m. 

Drawing 7:30 p.m. Ticket sales end at 7 p.m.  Meetings 3rd Thurs. 7:30 
p.m.

St. Vincent de Paul Food Pantry New Melle: Open 1st & 3rd Sat. 9-10:30 
a.m. Volunteers meeting: 3rd Monday, 6 p.m. Join us!

TOPS - Take Off Pounds Sensibly: Every Wed. 9:30 a.m. Wentzville 
United Methodist Church, 725 Wall St. 636-639-6549

Trapshooting:  Daniel Boone Gun Club, Hwy. 94. Trapshooting First 
Friday April & May, and July–October, 7 p.m., and meat shoot every 
4th Sunday 12:30 p.m. 100 bird derbies in May and July. More info 
call 636-987-2483. Everyone welcome.

Trapshooting: New Melle VFW, 555 Foristell Road. Every Tuesday Night 
May through October 1. Second Sundays Nov.-Mar. 12 noon.

Card Shoots: New Melle VFW, 555 Foristell Road. 3rd Sunday of the 
month, 12 noon, Oct.–March. Hosted by Marine Corps League 1393.

*     All info is subject to change without notice. 

What to Do...Where to Go...Who to See * (Visit the Calendar at www.boonecountryconnection.com)

FEBRUARY
4 Chicken & Fish Dinner Marthasville Community Club 4 - 7 p.m. 

Drive thru only. No call in orders. 
6 & 7 New Melle Community Passion Play rehearsals begin. See pg. 2.
7 Call for Candidates for New Melle Festival Queen Pageant. 5:30 p.m. 

See pg. 6.
11 New Melle VFW Post #5651 All you can eat Chicken Dinner. See 

enclosed flyer and pg. 7
12 NMSR Trivia Night - 6:30 p.m. See pg. 7.
12 New Melle VFW  - Valentine Pasta Dinner, 5:30 p.m. See enclosed 

flyer and pg. 7.
26 K of C at IHM Night at the Races at 6:30 p.m. See enclosed flyer and 

pg. 3.
26 Daniel Boone PTO Mardi Gras Dinner Auction at O'Day Lodge in 

O'Fallon.  Doors open at 5 p.m. See the enclosed flyer and pg. 3. 

MARCH
4 Chicken & Fish Dinner Marthasville Community Club 4 - 7 p.m. 

Drive thru only. No call in orders. 
5 New Melle Chamber of Commerce - Spring Fling - 5:30 p.m. See 

enclosed flyer and pg. 5.
5 The Winter Market at NMSR hosted by The New Melle Country 

Market. See pg. 5. 
5 Augusta Harmonie Verein hosts Think n’ Drink 7 - 8 p.m. See 

enclosed flyer and pg. 4.
12 Defiance St. Patrick’s Day Festival and Parade - See enclosed flyer 

and pg. 4.
15 History of New Melle at the Wentzville Community Historical 

Society - 6:00 p.m. See pg. 4.

All info subject to change without notice.
Visit the community calendar at www.boonecountryconnection.com.

See Area Fish Fries 
and Lenten/Easter Services on page 8.
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Unclassified Ads February Word Search  Conversation Hearts

Love them or hate them Conversation Hearts or Sweethearts 
have been around since 1901, in the heart shape as we know them 
today.  It all started in 1847 when Boston-based pharmacist Oliver 
Chase wanted to streamline lozenge production. His machine 
accomplished just that, making it easier to get these helpful little 
tablets. Chase’s lozenge cutter made it easier by removing some of the 
manual steps to roll and cut the kneaded dough into discs. Eventually, 
though, he saw this device’s usefulness in other applications as well, 
particularly hard candy. Oliver Chase thus founded Chase and 
Company. Later, this became known as the New England 
Confectionery Company, which we shorten today as Necco. Now 
making candy lozenges, the company produced the precursor to the 
candy hearts we know today. Eventually, Chase’s brother, Daniel, 
added the words. He used a felt roller pad dampened with red 
vegetable coloring. One popular theory why words were added to the 
candies is rather endearing and fits the theme of Valentine’s Day. 
Inspired by the idea of separated lovers sending romantic sentiments 
to Civil War soldiers to carry with them. Originally, the candies took 
the shape of basic discs. Some eventually branched out to horseshoes 
and other fun shapes. But only in 1902 did they take on their true, 
heart-shaped form. Necco reportedly produces 8 billion candy hearts 
a year. Though Necco offers different varieties, they mix cornstarch, 
gums, sugar, corn syrup, and coloring. The mixing machine then 
flattens them before they are stamped, cut, and allowed to dry. The six 
different colors and flavors then get mixed together and packaged. 
Each year Sweethearts add new messages along with the classics like 
“Be Mine,” “Hug Me,” and “Cutie Pie.” This year’s theme is “Words of 
Encouragement” a few examples are “Proud of U,” “Super Star,” 
“Crush It,” “Go 4 It, U Got This,” and “Youda Best.” So, love them or 
hate them, now you know a little more about them. Happy Valentine’s 
Day! Information for this word search came from https://
doyouremember.com/112236/conversation-candy-hearts-history

OUR LADY’S INN IS LOOKING FOR 
A PART-TIME RESIDENT SUPPORT 
STAFF AND/OR LIVE-IN IN our 
Defiance home. The candidate will 
be responsible for helping to ensure 
the safety and security of the 
building, establishing therapeutic 
relationships with the clients and 
maintaining the cleanliness of the 
home as well as assisting in the meal 
preparation and occasional client 
transportation. Position requires 
availability evenings after 4:00 p.m. 
and weekends and must have a 
minimum of a High School Diploma/
GED, valid driver’s license and vehicle 
insurance.  Live-in will receive free 
room and board in exchange for on-
call 3-4 overnights per week. If you 
cannot be a live-in, support staff is 
still needed to work evenings and 
weekends. To apply, please submit a 
cover letter and resume to Human 
Resources Manager: 
lgreen@ourladysinn.org.

LOOKING FOR A HOUSE KEEPER: 3-
5 days a week. We are in the Defiance 
area. Duties include keeping up on 
cleaning, organizing and possible 
errands to run. If you have children 
in school, this would be the perfect 
job to have during school hours. This 
job is available right away so if you 
are interested or just have questions 
about the job please contact Stephanie 
at ssyberg103@yahoo.com or text 636-
578-5423.

JOB OPPORTUNITIES: Due to 
increasing enrollment, we are needing 
a part time Cook, Lead Teachers and 
Teachers’ Aides. Call 636-398-3000 or 
apply at Ages and Stages Learning 
Center, 3925 Hwy. D, Defiance, MO.

OUR LADY’S INN IS LOOKING FOR 
A PART-TIME (20-25 HOURS) COOK 
to support our team in our Defiance 
home.  The Cook is responsible for 
meal planning, preparation and 
cooking of nutritious meals 
throughout the week and the 
planning and minimal preparation 
of weekend meals. A qualified 
candidate must have a minimum of 
a High School Diploma/GED. The 
candidate should have a ServeSafe 
Certificate or the ability to pass the 
training to acquire one. The ideal 
candidate will have knowledge of 
proper nutrition, meal planning, and 
cooking for large groups. Experience 
in a residential setting is a plus. 
Attention to detail, strong 
communication skills, the ability to 
work with a team and patience are 
a must. To apply, please submit a 
cover letter and resume to Human 
Resources Manager: 
lgreen@ourladysinn.org.

SEWING/ALTERATIONS: Anyone in 
need of mending, alterations, custom 
sewing such as dresses for any 
occasion, curtains, pillows or any 
sewing need please call Betty at 636-
299-2779.

PREMIERE RECEPTION FACILITY: 
IHM Parish Center, New Melle. 
Beautifully decorated interior. 40-
350 guests., For more info call 
636.398.5270.

HELP WANTED:  Bavarian Smokehaus, 
New Melle, MO. Please call 636-828-
4189 for more information.

HAIR STYLIST WANTED: Rent or 
commission. New Melle area. Call for 
more information: 636-828-4720.
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