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The 12th Annual Defiance Christmas 
Festival & Parade

By Kathy Miller

There was an 
excellent turnout 
for the Defiance 

Christmas Festival and 
Parade on December 4, 
2021. The weather was 
beautiful. There was 
fabulous music by Scott & Karl Duo at the "S" curve; the Dashing 
Through Defiance 5k; a Christmas Market; Photos with Santa, and other 
activities throughout the town of Defiance.

The day started at Defiance Roadhouse with a breakfast buffet, 
followed by a Dashing Through Defiance 5k walk/run. The winners 
were Jaden Elgin - Male 25 and under; Jordyn Ehlmann - Female 25 and 
under; Liz Vegovisch - Female over 25 and Mike Aitken - Male over 25.

Continued on Page 14

EF3 Tornado Hits Defiance Area: 
Spawns Phenomenal Community 
Support
By Dianne Sudbrock

An EF3 tornado struck the Defiance area Friday evening, Dec. 10, 
2021. The National Weather Service reported the tornado hit 
between 7:35 and 7:57 p.m., had winds up to 165 mph, and 

stretched for approximately 21 total miles. The maximum path width 
was 100 yards. The greatest damage was reported for about a 3-mile 
stretch along Hwy. F from west of Stub Road to beyond Hwy. 94, 
following Femme Osage Creek for much of that distance.

Multiple homes were completely destroyed, with nothing left but 
the foundations, and numerous barns and outbuildings were damaged or 
collapsed. St. Charles County building inspectors later reported that 72 
structures were affected, 26 were destroyed, and 20 sustained major 
damage.

Continued on Page 16 Two homes destroyed by the tornado at Stub Road and Hwy F.

Historic Augusta's 39th Annual 
Candlelight Walk
By Diane Cannon 
Piwowarczyk

The 39th Annual 
Augusta Candlelight 
Walk was held 

December 3rd and 10th. Shops, 
galleries, wineries and 
vineyards were open 
throughout the evening as 
thousands of candle-lit 
luminaries lined the streets, all with the goal of highlighting Augusta's 
history, architecture and businesses. The Hoffmann Family of Companies 
offered free shuttles that took visitors throughout the town. Activities 
this year included a scavenger hunt, a gingerbread house contest, 
strolling carolers, a bonfire in the Town Square, carriage rides, pictures 
with Santa and much more. 

The Chamber Choir Singers from 
Winfield High School.
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New Melle Community Blood Drive 
January 26

An American Red Cross Blood Drive, sponsored by Daniel Boone 
Elementary School, is scheduled for Wednesday, January 26, 
2022, from 1 to 6 p.m. at New Melle Sports and Recreation in the 

banquet hall. NMSR is located at 4700 Highway Z, New Melle, MO 63365. 
To schedule an appointment, please call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-
2767) or visit redcrossblood.org and enter 63365 or danielbooneelem to 
schedule an appointment. 

The New Melle Community Passion 
Play Returns in 2022

The New Melle Community Passion Play will resume performances 
for the Easter season, 2022! This long-standing and uplifting 
community tradition portrays the story of the final days of Jesus 

Christ, from his triumphant entry into Jerusalem (Palm Sunday) to the 
Last Supper, the Crucifixion, and the Resurrection.

There is a reason this community tradition has lasted nearly 40 
years. Participants say, “It will renew your spirit, energize your faith 
and fill your heart with the love of Christ.”

Rehearsals begin February 6 and 7, 2022. Participation in the play 
provides a great opportunity for community service, Thespian hours, 
and Christian interaction for young and old.

People of various skills and interests are needed to fill speaking 
and non-speaking roles, to sing in the choir, to help with props and 
lighting, to help with stage construction and set up, or just to be on 
stage during crowd scenes. Costumes are provided.

Choir rehearsals are held Sunday afternoons starting February 6, 
2022, at 3 p.m. at Friedens Peace UCC, 3960 Mill Street, New Melle, MO. 
Cast/Crew rehearsals are Monday evenings at 7 p.m. at Friedens Peace 
UCC beginning February 7, 2022. Tech week, with nightly rehearsals for 
actors and choir together, begins Monday, March 28 at the New Melle 
Sports and Recreation Banquet Hall, 4700 Hwy. Z, New Melle, MO.

This is a non-denominational production, and everyone is welcome 
to join in. No acting experience is necessary for stand-in or crowd 
people. All ages are needed. Those under 16 must be accompanied by an 
adult.

Performances are Saturdays, April 2 and April 9 at 7 p.m.; and 
Sundays, April 3 and April 10 at 2 p.m. and 4:30 p.m. in the New Melle 
Sports and Rec Banquet Hall.

This is a great family event to experience as participants or as 
spectators. Please join us!

If you have questions or need more information, please call Paul at 
636-384-0576.
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Knights of Columbus, Horse Races 
February 26

The Knights of Columbus at Immaculate Heart of Mary (IHM) in 
New Melle is hosting a Night at the Horse Races Fundraiser to 
support K of C charitable programs. On Saturday, February 26, 

2022, the races will be held in Stolz Grand Hall at IHM, 8 Highway D, 
New Melle. Doors open at 6:30 p.m., and races begin at 7:00 p.m. Tickets 
are $15 at the door and include chili, hot dogs, nachos, chips, dips, beer, 
Margaritas, Tequila Sunrises, soda, ice and bottled water.

Horses in each race can be named and sponsored for $50 or sponsor 
a race for $100. There will be a total of 14 races. For more information, 
see the ad on Page 4.

Our Lady's Inn Trivia Night Jan. 22 
Celebrates 40 Years of Ministry

Our Lady's Inn (OLI) will celebrate their 40th Anniversary of 
"Making a difference in the lives of mothers and children" at 
their annual trivia night on Saturday, January 22, 2022. This year, 

the event will be held at a new location: Christian Brothers College 
(CBC) High School, 1850 De La Salle Dr., St. Louis, MO 63141. Tickets are 
$25 per person or $200 per table of eight. Price includes light snacks, two 
drinks per person, raffles and a silent auction. Sponsorship 
opportunities include $250 Dazzle Sponsor (name or logo displayed on 
event signage, PowerPoint, website and newsletter) and $100 Radiant 
Sponsor (name or logo displayed on PowerPoint and answer sheets for a 
round of trivia.)

Our Lady's Inn is a maternity home (with locations in St. Louis and 
Defiance, MO) for pregnant women and their dependent children who 
are homeless and in crisis. In 2020, Our Lady's Inn provided 10,563 nights 
of shelter; received 371 calls from pregnant women requiring assistance, 
served 140 families, and was blessed with 3,632 volunteer hours. Your 
support helps provide residential care; meals and utilities; counseling 
services; transportation to health appointments and job interviews; 
materials for job readiness, family wellness, parenting and other in-
house classes; and many other needs. 

To learn more, register for the trivia night, or make a cash 
donation visit www.ourladysinn.org or call 314.736.1544.

Daniel Boone Elementary PTO 
Dinner Auction February 26

The Daniel Boone Elementary's PTO is hosting a Mardi Gras Dinner 
Auction on Saturday, February 26, 2022, at O'Day Lodge in O'Fallon, 
MO.  There will be door prizes as well as a silent and live auction. 

Doors open at 5 p.m. and the live auction starts at 7:30 p.m. This event is 
for adults 21+. 

There will be three raffles a $500 cash prize sponsored by People's 
Savings Bank of New Melle, a quarter side of beef sponsored by Circle 6 
Acres, $500 in Target and Amazon gift cards.

Ticket price of $50 includes an open bar featuring Good News 
Brewing Company and a catered Mardi Gras-inspired meal by O'Kane's 
Kitchen out of Cottleville, MO.  

Proceeds from the event will help pay for the needed supplies to 
support STEAM initiatives, Literacy Kits, bus transportation for field trips, 
as well as other items needed for the successful education of our children.

The Daniel Boone Elementary PTO is seeking live and silent auction 
donations, as well as Gold, Silver, and Bronze level sponsorships. Please 
visit our dinner auction website at https://dbepto.cbo.io. You can buy 
tickets, submit a basket donation, become a sponsor, or make a monetary 
donation. Email us at danielbooneraccoonspto@gmail.com with any 
questions.
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New Melle VFW Post 5651 January Events

January 22 at 7 p.m. - Karaoke Night 
January 29 at 5 p.m. - Chili Cook-Off, a prize awarded for the best 
chili. 
Every Wednesday Night is The Queen of Hearts drawing at 5 p.m.

The New Melle VFW Post 5651 is located at 555 Foristell Road, New 
Melle.  For more information visit https://vfw5651.org or call (636) 
828-5951.

New Melle Sports & Rec Upcoming Events

Register online at https://www.newmellesportsandrec.com/ for 
the events listed below. See enclosed flyer for more information.
Call: 636-828-5158 or email: office@newmellesportsandrec.com with 
any questions about upcoming events. 

Winter Corn Hole League - New Melle Sports & Rec is partnering 
with Dardenne Prairie Corn Hole for the 2022 winter corn hole 
league. The league will play Friday nights, starting in January, at 
NMSR in the Activity Center. The entry fee is $100 per team of 2 - 4 
players. 

NMSR Annual Trivia Night, - January 22, 2022 - The cost is $200 
per table of eight. Silent Auction, 50/50 Raffle, Bucket Raffle, 
mulligans and much more. 

Spring Sports - Registration is open for spring T- Ball, softball and 
baseball. 

Additional articles are posted throughout the
month at www.boonecountryconnection.com.

Sign up for daily email updates!

Defiance Family Struggling with 
Medical Bills

Kristie and Dan Todd, long-time residents of the Defiance area, are 
struggling with medical expenses and could use some help. Dan 
Todd, a 69-year-old Army veteran, has been diagnosed with 

Acute Lymphoblastic Leukemia. Since last August, he has spent all but 
about 20 days in the hospital. Though Dan is on Medicare, the family is 
struggling to pay the uncovered portion of his hospital bills and 
pharmaceuticals. Kristie's sister, Jenn Ham (co-owner of Defiance 
Roadhouse), said Dan is a loving and caring man who has always been 
there to help others. Now he needs help back. Jenn has set up a 
GoFundMe page to help the family with the medical bills that Medicare 
does not cover - which is in the tens of thousands of dollars. Any and all 
donations would be sincerely appreciated. To make a donation, please 
go to www.gofundme.com and search for "Help the Todd Family with 
medical expenses."
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Thanks to All Who Supported Teddy 
Bears for Trevor

At the New Melle Country Christmas event on November 27, over 
125 bears and an impressive $880 in cash donations were 
donated by the community for “Teddy Bears for Trevor.” The 

bears and money donated were in memory of Trevor Joerling, who lost 
his battle with lymphoma in 2014 at the age of 16. Trevor's family 
(parents Todd and Brandee Joerling and sister Darby) have made it an 
annual tradition to deliver bears to hospitalized children on Christmas 
morning. 

Unfortunately, this year, due to COVID-19 restrictions, they could 
not volunteer and hand-deliver the bears in person. They delivered the 
125 bears and the money collected to St. Louis Children's Hospital in 
early December. Since then, they have received another 200 donated 
teddy bears that were delivered before Christmas. 

The Joerling Family said they are blessed to live in such a generous 
community and appreciate everyone's support for this special cause. 

Child Life Specialists at St. Louis Children's Hospital accepting the 
"Teddy Bears for Treavor". 

The New Melle Chamber of 
Commerce Spring Fling March 5

The New Melle Chamber of Commerce is excited to announce the 
return of "The Spring Fling", an evening that offers excellent food, 
open bar, music and an opportunity to win money. By purchasing 

a ticket you are not only entitled to all of the above but an opportunity 
to win the grand prize of $3500 or even more. The total giveaways that 
day will be $9500 based upon the sale of 300 tickets. The event will take 
place on March 5, 2022, at the New Melle VFW. Doors open at 5:30 p.m. 
Last call for tickets 6:00 p.m. Ticket price of $100 includes admission for 
one and entry into the drawing. Tickets are expected to sell out. Advance 
purchase highly recommended. Over 21 only. Need not be present to win. 
Tickets are on sale at Blondin Professional Real Estate, Monday thru 
Saturday 11 a.m.-2 p.m. or call 314-503-4742. For more information contact 
Kyle Shell at kyledshell@gmail.com.

The Loyal Order of Squirrels Trivia 
Night January 29

The Loyal Order of Squirrels is holding their 9th Annual Trivia Night 
at New Melle Sports and Rec, 4700 Highway Z, New Melle, on 
January 29, 2022. The cost is $200 per table, and this event is for 

adults 21 and over.  Doors open at 5:15 p.m. Draft beer and soda included. 
Coolers and outside food are welcome. There will be silent auctions, 50/50 
drawing, raffles, head or tails and horse races throughout the evening. 

The Loyal Order of Squirrels is a not-for-profit organization that 
supports the less fortunate, the elderly, the disabled and children. For 
more information, call Chuck at 314-497-8785 or email at 
squirrelsclub1984@gmail.com.
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Sign up for email Updates at 
www.boonecountryconnection.com

 to keep up with daily updates.
Like The Boone Country Connection on Facebook!

New Melle Fire Protection District 
Auxiliary Thanks Community

The New Melle Fire Protection District Auxiliary would like to 
thank the extended community for their attendance at Pictures 
with Santa on Sunday, December 5, 2021, at Station 1 in New 

Melle. After having a year hiatus due to the ongoing pandemic, the  
Auxiliary group is grateful to once again have hosted this annual 
tradition. The Auxiliary also collected non-perishables for St. Vincent 
de Paul's food pantry at Immaculate Heart of Mary Church in New 
Melle. We are pleased that 183 canned/packaged food items, 11 personal 
care items, and $150 in cash donations were collected. The Auxiliary 
group would like to thank everyone for coming to see Santa Claus and 
supporting a wonderful cause during this busy holiday season.

Staff on duty during pictures with Santa, from L to R:
Tom Fox, Dave Moeller, Adam Webbink, Scott Repke.

Bottom row, L to R: Jodi Howell­Repke, Barb Moeller, Missy Opfer.
Top row, L to R: Kim Casey, Paula Busken.
Not pictured: Stephanie Capstick and Laura Fox.
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On December 9, 2021, the Community Associations Institute 
Heartland Chapter was honored to present Jerry Thornton, Lake 
Sherwood Estates Association, with this year’s chapter award in 

the community association industry, as Volunteer Leader of the Year, 
2021. Jerry received the award at the CAI Heartland Annual Meeting/
Holiday Party. 

About Lake Sherwood Estates—Lake Sherwood Estates is a 
private self-governing lake community with a community member 
board of directors and active volunteer committees. We seek to sustain 
our infrastructure and amenities through strong volunteer 
participation of members supported by a modest professional staff 
which administers, maintains, and secures our community. We rely 
heavily on community members for mutual respect and support of our 
board, committees, and each other to sustain a safe, beautiful, and fun 
place to be.  For more information on Lake Sherwood Estates 
Association please access the website at  www.lakesherwoodestates.net

About the CAI—The Community Associations Institute (CAI) is the 
only national organization dedicated to fostering vibrant, responsive, 
competent community associations. Our mission is to assist community 
associations in promoting harmony, community, and responsible 
leadership. We believe that by giving board members, managers, and 
homeowners the knowledge to better run their associations, they can 
turn “owners” into “neighbors,” increasing harmony, and leading to 
more prosperous, safer communities.  For more information, please visit 
www.caiheartland.com or contact Cathy Roth-Johnson at 314-423-8859 
or by email cathy@caiheartland.com.

Community Associations Institute 
Volunteer Leader of the Year 2021

Jennifer Jeckstadt, CMCA, AMS, CAI Heartland Board Member and 
Cathy Roth­Johnson, Chapter Executive Director, presented the 
award to Jerry Thornton.
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Changes to the Augusta Photo Contest
By Gay Eskew

In 2022 the “Best of Augusta” Photo Contest will scale down to only 
one contest this year for the kids 12 and under category. This year's 
contest will coincide with the start of school in September; this is a 

fascinating time for taking thoughtful, inspiring pictures by our 
younger photographers.  

Thank you to all the adults, teens, and kids who entered the 
various contests since 2014, when the contest started. Thank you to the 
Town of Augusta businesses for their generous prize contributions. 
They act as an incentive and reward for the winners of the photo 
contests. Parents, thank you for encouraging and supporting your 
children throughout the very successful KIDS' “BEST OF AUGUSTA” 
PHOTO CONTEST process.     

A committee is investigating various options to revise and 
motivate photographers for the adult/teen photo contests. If you have 
any suggestions to offer, you may email them to 
townofaugustamo@gmail.com.   

For the latest “Best of Augusta” Photo Contest developments, visit 
the town website:  www.townofaugustamo.org. 

Kids, see you in September. Practice taking your best shot! 
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The 2021 Light Up New Melle 
Winners

Blondin Professional Real Estate would like to thank 
everyone who participated in the Light Up New Melle 
Contest. We had a great time viewing all the amazing 

holiday lights. Thank you to everyone who entered the 
contest, and for all the effort each participant put into 
making the holiday season more enjoyable for everyone.

Top (L­R): 
1. Everything Christmas ­ Mike & Kris Pruess ­ 1109 Sneak Rd.
2. Most Creative ­ Matt Joerling ­216 West Highway D.
3. Best Commercial ­ Liz's Bar & Grill ­ Corner of Highways F & D.
4. Reason for the Season ­ Jerry & Janet Hespen ­ 7 Hobie Cat Ct.
5. Christmas Card Worthy ­ Catala Facial Spa and Retreat & Red 

Beauty Salon 4591 Highway Z. 
Not pictured: 
6. Most Traditional ­ Wayne & Nancy Benne ­ 4435 Hueffmeier Rd.
7. Most Elegant ­ Pete & Joan Schepis ­ 1251 Kohler Lane.
8. Classy Christmas ­ Scott Muriel ­ 1399 Sunswept Valley Drive. 
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Eliana Garvey and  Alyssa Schneider were honored on December 
16, 2021, as scholarship essay winners by the VFW Post 5651 in 
New Melle. The Veterans of Foreign Wars of the U.S. sponsors two 

scholarship essay contests each year: The Voice of Democracy for grades 
9-12 and the Patriot’s Pen for grades 6-8. Dedicated to encouraging a 
better understanding and appreciation of America, these essay 
competitions help foster patriotism among today’s youth.

This year's theme for The Voice of Democracy essay was 
“Where Do We Go From Here?” Alyssa Schneider, 16, the Voice of 
Democracy Award recipient, wrote that " Our country was built on 
freedom and Christianity, and if we deter from those two aspects, 
our country is most likely to fall. As we go forward, we should be 
more aware of our surroundings and actions as our country grows 
and in leading it in the right path." This is the third scholarship 
essay that Alyssa has won through the VFW.

The theme for The Patriot's Pen essay this year was "How Can I 
Be a Good American?" Eliana Garvey, 12, was the recipient and 
wrote, "We should always be kind and loyal Americans no matter 
where we are, at home, at a friend's home or in our community." and 
that "This nation has become great by one good small act at a time."

They each received a $100 check from the New Melle VFW Post 
5651 and another $100 check from the Auxiliary. Alyssa and Eliana 
also received Certificates of Recognition for their outstanding 
achievement and exceptional leadership ability as esteemed 
representatives of American youth. They were signed by Stan 
Wisdom, the Post Commander. Both recipients are now eligible to 
participate in the state and national essay competitions.

For The Voice of Democracy, one winner from each state 
receives a minimum scholarship of $1,000 plus an all-expense-paid 
trip to Washington, D.C., where the top national prize of a $30,000 
scholarship is awarded. The Patriot’s Pen essay competition also 
offers an opportunity to compete at state and national levels, with a 
top award of $5,000 and an all-expense-paid trip to Washington, D.C.

Congratulations, Alyssa and Eliana! 

New Melle VFW Post 5651 Essay 
Winners for 2021
By Kathy Miller

(L­R): Dave Farwig ­ VFW Auxiliary President, Eliana Garvey  ­ 
The Patriot's Pen Winner, Alyssa Schneider ­ The Voice of 
Democracy Winner, Stan Wisdom ­ VFW Post 5651 Commander.
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St. Vincent de Paul School  Calendar

January
3 Staff PD
4 Students return
11  Virtue Assembly @ 8:00 a.m.
12 Dine to Donate @ Cori's Twin Gables
17 No School
19 - 21 Pro-Life March

MSF Youth in Agriculture 
Scholarship Deadline February 1

The Missouri State Fair and the Youth in Agriculture Committee 
are accepting applications for Youth in Agriculture scholarships 
for Missouri high school seniors graduating in 2022. The 

application form can be found at https://www.mostatefair.com/
youth-in-agriculturer’s. 

Applications should be submitted to the Missouri State Fair and 
postmarked by February 1, 2022. Applicants must submit an original 
copy of their application and three additional copies.

These scholarships are possible thanks to the gracious 
contributions of many individuals and companies supporting Youth in 
Agriculture. A total of 46 scholarships amounting to $77,500, the largest 
amount ever, will be awarded as follows:

• One $5,000 S. Wayne Yokley Platinum Scholarship sponsored by 
Youth in Agriculture supporters.

• One $2,500 supreme scholarship sponsored by Sydenstricker Nobbe 
Partners/Sydenstricker Genetics.

• Four $2,500 supreme scholarships sponsored by the Missouri State 
Fair Foundation.

• Forty $1,500 scholarships sponsored by Youth in Agriculture 
supporters.

Applicants must be high school seniors, active Missouri 4-H or FFA 
members, and have participated at least once as a 4-H or FFA exhibitor 
at the Missouri State Fair.  Selected students must enroll (fall and/or 
spring semester immediately following graduation from high school) in 
an accredited community college, college or university.

Missouri State Fair scholarships are funded through the generosity 
of Youth in Agriculture sponsors, hometown supporters and buyers of 
the livestock sold during the annual Sale of Champions; the sponsors 
and buyers list is available at https://www.mostatefair.com/youth-in-
agriculture/.  A portion of each animal’s sale price is allocated to the 
scholarship program. Additional support is also provided by The Hayden 
Freedom Foundation, Guesa Grandstand Concessions, Walmart of Sedalia 
and Sarah Ellen Jesse Memorial Contributions.

A Letter from Dutzow Community Club

We hope that you had a Great Holiday season.  Even though we 
are in the middle of the coldest part of winter, baseball and 
softball season is right around the corner.  The Dutzow 

Community Club will be holding our 2022 signups over the next few 
months and we hope your family can join us for the upcoming season. 

Our organization has always been driven by the motto: “It’s All 
About the Kids”.  To support this motto, we have one of the strongest 
volunteered based organizations in the state.  

The Dutzow Community Club is the home of:
Best Fields In Area – during inclement weather the fields are 

playable long before most other area locations.
Great Concession Stand - a full stand with all the staples of a great 

ballpark atmosphere (burgers, dogs, fries, beverages (including the adult 
variety), chips, snow cones, etc.) with the cheapest prices around.

Great Coaches – some of the most experienced coaches in which 
their commitment to the kids and knowledge of the game are hard to 
beat.

Family-Friendly Atmosphere – the complex features 22 acres of 
open space which allows for plenty of room for families to stretch out 
and relax.  Also, lots of shade and no traffic concerns.

Affordable Kid Focused Experience - our motto says it all.  We are 
all about the kids and providing the most affordable ball-playing 
experience.  We are one of the last “true” Community Clubs in the area.    

We have several options for you to sign your child up for the 2022 
season.  You may mail your registration form (most popular option) to 
Dutzow Ball Park - Registration, 14955 State Highway TT, Marthasville, 
Mo 63357.  There will also be signups at Dutzow Fire House on Saturday, 
January 15 from 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. and Tuesday, Jan 18 from 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 
p.m. The final signup will be Saturday, January 29 from 10 a.m. – 1 p.m.  

Additional information about the upcoming season and the 
registration form can also be found at our website: 
www.dutzowballpark.com.  Any questions can be sent to Tim Maune 
(636-390-3739), Chris Molitor (636-828-5921), or Steve Hanneken (314-
691-3560).
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The Leaf That Winter Forgot
By Dan Zarlenga, Missouri Department of Conservation

Green leaves growing 
in the middle of 
January? Impossible, 

right? Not so in the unusual 
world of nature. Take a hike 
this winter through the 
wooded slopes of rich 
bottomlands, or perhaps 
along a stream, or explore 
the bottom of a ravine. Turn 
your gaze downward, and 
you might just see a peculiar green leaf growing from the forest floor. 
And yes, right in the middle of winter even! 

This elliptical leaf displays a striking green-and-white-striped 
pattern that really stands out among the other brown and lifeless 
leaves on the forest floor. You've just seen the putty root plant, also 
known as the Adam and Eve orchid. 

Missouri is home to about 35 species of orchids, yet only two of 
them cultivate their leaves in winter. The Adam and Eve orchid is one. 
It's almost as if it didn't get the memo that leaves are supposed to grow 
in spring! 

Each putty root plant only has one or two leaves, which emerge in 
September—just as most other plant and tree leaves are gearing up to 
drop away. The putty plant leaves stay green all through winter. Being 
out of synch with the rest of its flora fellows does provide an 
advantage, though. With the tree canopy completely open above, putty 
root plants have to themselves all the meager sunlight winter offers. 
This strategy allows them to "avoid the crowds" of other growing things 
and use the magic of photosynthesis to take on energy for the growing 
season to come, without competition. 

It's probably easy to guess that these leaves begin to wither around 
May when leaves of almost every other plant emerge. May and June are 
also the months when the flowers of putty root bloom. At least they are 
in synch that way with the rest of nature. The half-inch flowers are not 
very showy, a group of 7 to 15 growing on a stem. They are light to dark 
brown, sometimes with purplish tinting toward the bases of their three 
sepals and petals. Their white lips are small and three-lobed, with 
magenta markings. Biologists believe that sweat bees are likely the 
insects responsible for pollinating the putty root. 

Many plants have unusual names—but also, unlike the rest, this 
plant has two of them! It gets the moniker of "putty plant" because it 
has rounded underground stems, called corms, containing a glutinous 
ingredient that settlers historically used as glue to mend broken pottery. 
These corms are usually formed in pairs that the plant is also called the 
"Adam and Eve" orchid. 

Whichever name you choose to use, no one can deny this is an 
unusual member in the kingdom of flora. The putty plant uses a unique 
trick to outwit the rest of the growing world, flying under winter's 
radar to land an enormous advantage for survival.
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From Top (L­R): 
1. Santa Claus “is” in town!
2. Scott Repke working the Augusta 
Volunteer Fire Department tent.
3. Carriage rides.
4. Root Food+Wine staff: Heather 
Henning and Ella Scott.
5. JoAnn Milster (left) with Stone 
Ledge Antiques owner Lisa Carmon 
(right) with Sunny, Bowen, and 
Cadence.
6. Ebenezer UCC serves hot 
sandwiches, soup, chili and home 
baked Christmas cookies.
7. Dena Fuhr, Volunteer at the 
Augusta Visitor Center & Gift Shop.
8. Jenny Jasper, Joan Coleman, 
George McQuade, Janet Hellebusch 
& Rita McQuade at Mt. Pleasant Est.
9. Randy Hobson sporting some 
Christmas flair.
10. First Place Winner Gingerbread 
House ­  Adult Category
11­12. The Town Square.

August Candelight Walk...from Page 1

Visitors had a wide variety of dining 
options with food tents in the Town Square: 
Augusta Volunteer Fire Department and 
Immaculate Conception Holy Name Society. 
Ebenezer UCC, offered roast beef, chili and soup 
to a packed house. Root Food+Wine, Good News 
Brewing Company, Noboleis Vineyards, Balducci 
Vineyards, Mount Pleasant Estates, Augusta and 
Montelle Wineries served food in their dining 
rooms or at pop up locations in town. 

This was the second year for the 
Gingerbread House competition held at the 
Augusta Visitors Center. After the winners 
were announced, on December 11, many of 
the contestants entered their gingerbread 
houses in a silent auction at the Christmas 
Trivia Night at the Harmonie Verein. This 
was the grand finale of the Historic 
Augusta’s 39th Christmas Candlelight Walk 
and the proceeds were donated for new 
playground equipment in the Town Square. 
December 3rd Augusta was at full capacity, the 
crowds enjoyed the festive atmosphere and 
mild weather; December 10th told another 
story with its tornadic weather that 
forced the cancellation of the rest of the 
event. 
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The following prizes were awarded in the 
parade: 
From Top (L­R): 1. Best Float ­ Lauderdale Realty.
2. Best Pet/Owner Ensemble ­ Gertie the 
Grinch and Glenda Drier.
3. Best Dog/Owner Ensemble ­ Daisy and 
Karen Grabes and friends.
4. Best Pet ­ Charlotte, Bella, Penelope and 
Tilly (Ryan Ruban & Christmas Trees).
5. Best Dog ­ Kai, (Kim Loos, Owner).
6. Best Decorated ATV ­ Kathy & Anthony 
Westcott.
7. Best Pre 1960 Car ­ 1957 Jeep Willy FC­
170 ­ Craig Brockhaus.
8. Best Social Media Pet ­ Danny (Don 
Fawcett).
9. Best 1960+ Car ­ 1963 
Chevy C­10 Pickup ­ Kevin 
Shettler.

Additional photos at
boonecountryconnection.com

Defiance Christmas...from Page 1

Photo by Chris Comotto

Continued on Page 15

Photo by Chris Comotto

Photo by Chris Comotto

The parade began at noon, and the Grand 
Marshall was Defiance native John Lacey. There were 
over 70 entries in the parade this year.

The Defiance Merchants Association would like to 
thank everyone who participated in any way. Thanks 
also to the great crowd that came out to enjoy the 
festivities and kick off the holiday season!

Photo by Chris Comotto
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