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The 12th Annual Defiance Christmas 
Festival & Parade

By Kathy Miller

There was an 
excellent turnout 
for the Defiance 

Christmas Festival and 
Parade on December 4, 
2021. The weather was 
beautiful. There was 
fabulous music by Scott & Karl Duo at the "S" curve; the Dashing 
Through Defiance 5k; a Christmas Market; Photos with Santa, and other 
activities throughout the town of Defiance.

The day started at Defiance Roadhouse with a breakfast buffet, 
followed by a Dashing Through Defiance 5k walk/run. The winners 
were Jaden Elgin - Male 25 and under; Jordyn Ehlmann - Female 25 and 
under; Liz Vegovisch - Female over 25 and Mike Aitken - Male over 25.

Continued on Page 14

EF3 Tornado Hits Defiance Area: 
Spawns Phenomenal Community 
Support
By Dianne Sudbrock

An EF3 tornado struck the Defiance area Friday evening, Dec. 10, 
2021. The National Weather Service reported the tornado hit 
between 7:35 and 7:57 p.m., had winds up to 165 mph, and 

stretched for approximately 21 total miles. The maximum path width 
was 100 yards. The greatest damage was reported for about a 3-mile 
stretch along Hwy. F from west of Stub Road to beyond Hwy. 94, 
following Femme Osage Creek for much of that distance.

Multiple homes were completely destroyed, with nothing left but 
the foundations, and numerous barns and outbuildings were damaged or 
collapsed. St. Charles County building inspectors later reported that 72 
structures were affected, 26 were destroyed, and 20 sustained major 
damage.

Continued on Page 16 Two homes destroyed by the tornado at Stub Road and Hwy F.

Historic Augusta's 39th Annual 
Candlelight Walk
By Diane Cannon 
Piwowarczyk

The 39th Annual 
Augusta Candlelight 
Walk was held 

December 3rd and 10th. Shops, 
galleries, wineries and 
vineyards were open 
throughout the evening as 
thousands of candle-lit 
luminaries lined the streets, all with the goal of highlighting Augusta's 
history, architecture and businesses. The Hoffmann Family of Companies 
offered free shuttles that took visitors throughout the town. Activities 
this year included a scavenger hunt, a gingerbread house contest, 
strolling carolers, a bonfire in the Town Square, carriage rides, pictures 
with Santa and much more. 

The Chamber Choir Singers from 
Winfield High School.
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New Melle Community Blood Drive 
January 26

An American Red Cross Blood Drive, sponsored by Daniel Boone 
Elementary School, is scheduled for Wednesday, January 26, 
2022, from 1 to 6 p.m. at New Melle Sports and Recreation in the 

banquet hall. NMSR is located at 4700 Highway Z, New Melle, MO 63365. 
To schedule an appointment, please call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-
2767) or visit redcrossblood.org and enter 63365 or danielbooneelem to 
schedule an appointment. 

The New Melle Community Passion 
Play Returns in 2022

The New Melle Community Passion Play will resume performances 
for the Easter season, 2022! This long-standing and uplifting 
community tradition portrays the story of the final days of Jesus 

Christ, from his triumphant entry into Jerusalem (Palm Sunday) to the 
Last Supper, the Crucifixion, and the Resurrection.

There is a reason this community tradition has lasted nearly 40 
years. Participants say, “It will renew your spirit, energize your faith 
and fill your heart with the love of Christ.”

Rehearsals begin February 6 and 7, 2022. Participation in the play 
provides a great opportunity for community service, Thespian hours, 
and Christian interaction for young and old.

People of various skills and interests are needed to fill speaking 
and non-speaking roles, to sing in the choir, to help with props and 
lighting, to help with stage construction and set up, or just to be on 
stage during crowd scenes. Costumes are provided.

Choir rehearsals are held Sunday afternoons starting February 6, 
2022, at 3 p.m. at Friedens Peace UCC, 3960 Mill Street, New Melle, MO. 
Cast/Crew rehearsals are Monday evenings at 7 p.m. at Friedens Peace 
UCC beginning February 7, 2022. Tech week, with nightly rehearsals for 
actors and choir together, begins Monday, March 28 at the New Melle 
Sports and Recreation Banquet Hall, 4700 Hwy. Z, New Melle, MO.

This is a non-denominational production, and everyone is welcome 
to join in. No acting experience is necessary for stand-in or crowd 
people. All ages are needed. Those under 16 must be accompanied by an 
adult.

Performances are Saturdays, April 2 and April 9 at 7 p.m.; and 
Sundays, April 3 and April 10 at 2 p.m. and 4:30 p.m. in the New Melle 
Sports and Rec Banquet Hall.

This is a great family event to experience as participants or as 
spectators. Please join us!

If you have questions or need more information, please call Paul at 
636-384-0576.
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Knights of Columbus, Horse Races 
February 26

The Knights of Columbus at Immaculate Heart of Mary (IHM) in 
New Melle is hosting a Night at the Horse Races Fundraiser to 
support K of C charitable programs. On Saturday, February 26, 

2022, the races will be held in Stolz Grand Hall at IHM, 8 Highway D, 
New Melle. Doors open at 6:30 p.m., and races begin at 7:00 p.m. Tickets 
are $15 at the door and include chili, hot dogs, nachos, chips, dips, beer, 
Margaritas, Tequila Sunrises, soda, ice and bottled water.

Horses in each race can be named and sponsored for $50 or sponsor 
a race for $100. There will be a total of 14 races. For more information, 
see the ad on Page 4.

Our Lady's Inn Trivia Night Jan. 22 
Celebrates 40 Years of Ministry

Our Lady's Inn (OLI) will celebrate their 40th Anniversary of 
"Making a difference in the lives of mothers and children" at 
their annual trivia night on Saturday, January 22, 2022. This year, 

the event will be held at a new location: Christian Brothers College 
(CBC) High School, 1850 De La Salle Dr., St. Louis, MO 63141. Tickets are 
$25 per person or $200 per table of eight. Price includes light snacks, two 
drinks per person, raffles and a silent auction. Sponsorship 
opportunities include $250 Dazzle Sponsor (name or logo displayed on 
event signage, PowerPoint, website and newsletter) and $100 Radiant 
Sponsor (name or logo displayed on PowerPoint and answer sheets for a 
round of trivia.)

Our Lady's Inn is a maternity home (with locations in St. Louis and 
Defiance, MO) for pregnant women and their dependent children who 
are homeless and in crisis. In 2020, Our Lady's Inn provided 10,563 nights 
of shelter; received 371 calls from pregnant women requiring assistance, 
served 140 families, and was blessed with 3,632 volunteer hours. Your 
support helps provide residential care; meals and utilities; counseling 
services; transportation to health appointments and job interviews; 
materials for job readiness, family wellness, parenting and other in-
house classes; and many other needs. 

To learn more, register for the trivia night, or make a cash 
donation visit www.ourladysinn.org or call 314.736.1544.

Daniel Boone Elementary PTO 
Dinner Auction February 26

The Daniel Boone Elementary's PTO is hosting a Mardi Gras Dinner 
Auction on Saturday, February 26, 2022, at O'Day Lodge in O'Fallon, 
MO.  There will be door prizes as well as a silent and live auction. 

Doors open at 5 p.m. and the live auction starts at 7:30 p.m. This event is 
for adults 21+. 

There will be three raffles a $500 cash prize sponsored by People's 
Savings Bank of New Melle, a quarter side of beef sponsored by Circle 6 
Acres, $500 in Target and Amazon gift cards.

Ticket price of $50 includes an open bar featuring Good News 
Brewing Company and a catered Mardi Gras-inspired meal by O'Kane's 
Kitchen out of Cottleville, MO.  

Proceeds from the event will help pay for the needed supplies to 
support STEAM initiatives, Literacy Kits, bus transportation for field trips, 
as well as other items needed for the successful education of our children.

The Daniel Boone Elementary PTO is seeking live and silent auction 
donations, as well as Gold, Silver, and Bronze level sponsorships. Please 
visit our dinner auction website at https://dbepto.cbo.io. You can buy 
tickets, submit a basket donation, become a sponsor, or make a monetary 
donation. Email us at danielbooneraccoonspto@gmail.com with any 
questions.
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New Melle VFW Post 5651 January Events

January 22 at 7 p.m. - Karaoke Night 
January 29 at 5 p.m. - Chili Cook-Off, a prize awarded for the best 
chili. 
Every Wednesday Night is The Queen of Hearts drawing at 5 p.m.

The New Melle VFW Post 5651 is located at 555 Foristell Road, New 
Melle.  For more information visit https://vfw5651.org or call (636) 
828-5951.

New Melle Sports & Rec Upcoming Events

Register online at https://www.newmellesportsandrec.com/ for 
the events listed below. See enclosed flyer for more information.
Call: 636-828-5158 or email: office@newmellesportsandrec.com with 
any questions about upcoming events. 

Winter Corn Hole League - New Melle Sports & Rec is partnering 
with Dardenne Prairie Corn Hole for the 2022 winter corn hole 
league. The league will play Friday nights, starting in January, at 
NMSR in the Activity Center. The entry fee is $100 per team of 2 - 4 
players. 

NMSR Annual Trivia Night, - January 22, 2022 - The cost is $200 
per table of eight. Silent Auction, 50/50 Raffle, Bucket Raffle, 
mulligans and much more. 

Spring Sports - Registration is open for spring T- Ball, softball and 
baseball. 

Additional articles are posted throughout the
month at www.boonecountryconnection.com.

Sign up for daily email updates!

Defiance Family Struggling with 
Medical Bills

Kristie and Dan Todd, long-time residents of the Defiance area, are 
struggling with medical expenses and could use some help. Dan 
Todd, a 69-year-old Army veteran, has been diagnosed with 

Acute Lymphoblastic Leukemia. Since last August, he has spent all but 
about 20 days in the hospital. Though Dan is on Medicare, the family is 
struggling to pay the uncovered portion of his hospital bills and 
pharmaceuticals. Kristie's sister, Jenn Ham (co-owner of Defiance 
Roadhouse), said Dan is a loving and caring man who has always been 
there to help others. Now he needs help back. Jenn has set up a 
GoFundMe page to help the family with the medical bills that Medicare 
does not cover - which is in the tens of thousands of dollars. Any and all 
donations would be sincerely appreciated. To make a donation, please 
go to www.gofundme.com and search for "Help the Todd Family with 
medical expenses."
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Thanks to All Who Supported Teddy 
Bears for Trevor

At the New Melle Country Christmas event on November 27, over 
125 bears and an impressive $880 in cash donations were 
donated by the community for “Teddy Bears for Trevor.” The 

bears and money donated were in memory of Trevor Joerling, who lost 
his battle with lymphoma in 2014 at the age of 16. Trevor's family 
(parents Todd and Brandee Joerling and sister Darby) have made it an 
annual tradition to deliver bears to hospitalized children on Christmas 
morning. 

Unfortunately, this year, due to COVID-19 restrictions, they could 
not volunteer and hand-deliver the bears in person. They delivered the 
125 bears and the money collected to St. Louis Children's Hospital in 
early December. Since then, they have received another 200 donated 
teddy bears that were delivered before Christmas. 

The Joerling Family said they are blessed to live in such a generous 
community and appreciate everyone's support for this special cause. 

Child Life Specialists at St. Louis Children's Hospital accepting the 
"Teddy Bears for Treavor". 

The New Melle Chamber of 
Commerce Spring Fling March 5

The New Melle Chamber of Commerce is excited to announce the 
return of "The Spring Fling", an evening that offers excellent food, 
open bar, music and an opportunity to win money. By purchasing 

a ticket you are not only entitled to all of the above but an opportunity 
to win the grand prize of $3500 or even more. The total giveaways that 
day will be $9500 based upon the sale of 300 tickets. The event will take 
place on March 5, 2022, at the New Melle VFW. Doors open at 5:30 p.m. 
Last call for tickets 6:00 p.m. Ticket price of $100 includes admission for 
one and entry into the drawing. Tickets are expected to sell out. Advance 
purchase highly recommended. Over 21 only. Need not be present to win. 
Tickets are on sale at Blondin Professional Real Estate, Monday thru 
Saturday 11 a.m.-2 p.m. or call 314-503-4742. For more information contact 
Kyle Shell at kyledshell@gmail.com.

The Loyal Order of Squirrels Trivia 
Night January 29

The Loyal Order of Squirrels is holding their 9th Annual Trivia Night 
at New Melle Sports and Rec, 4700 Highway Z, New Melle, on 
January 29, 2022. The cost is $200 per table, and this event is for 

adults 21 and over.  Doors open at 5:15 p.m. Draft beer and soda included. 
Coolers and outside food are welcome. There will be silent auctions, 50/50 
drawing, raffles, head or tails and horse races throughout the evening. 

The Loyal Order of Squirrels is a not-for-profit organization that 
supports the less fortunate, the elderly, the disabled and children. For 
more information, call Chuck at 314-497-8785 or email at 
squirrelsclub1984@gmail.com.
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Sign up for email Updates at 
www.boonecountryconnection.com

 to keep up with daily updates.
Like The Boone Country Connection on Facebook!

New Melle Fire Protection District 
Auxiliary Thanks Community

The New Melle Fire Protection District Auxiliary would like to 
thank the extended community for their attendance at Pictures 
with Santa on Sunday, December 5, 2021, at Station 1 in New 

Melle. After having a year hiatus due to the ongoing pandemic, the  
Auxiliary group is grateful to once again have hosted this annual 
tradition. The Auxiliary also collected non-perishables for St. Vincent 
de Paul's food pantry at Immaculate Heart of Mary Church in New 
Melle. We are pleased that 183 canned/packaged food items, 11 personal 
care items, and $150 in cash donations were collected. The Auxiliary 
group would like to thank everyone for coming to see Santa Claus and 
supporting a wonderful cause during this busy holiday season.

Staff on duty during pictures with Santa, from L to R:
Tom Fox, Dave Moeller, Adam Webbink, Scott Repke.

Bottom row, L to R: Jodi HowellRepke, Barb Moeller, Missy Opfer.
Top row, L to R: Kim Casey, Paula Busken.
Not pictured: Stephanie Capstick and Laura Fox.
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On December 9, 2021, the Community Associations Institute 
Heartland Chapter was honored to present Jerry Thornton, Lake 
Sherwood Estates Association, with this year’s chapter award in 

the community association industry, as Volunteer Leader of the Year, 
2021. Jerry received the award at the CAI Heartland Annual Meeting/
Holiday Party. 

About Lake Sherwood Estates—Lake Sherwood Estates is a 
private self-governing lake community with a community member 
board of directors and active volunteer committees. We seek to sustain 
our infrastructure and amenities through strong volunteer 
participation of members supported by a modest professional staff 
which administers, maintains, and secures our community. We rely 
heavily on community members for mutual respect and support of our 
board, committees, and each other to sustain a safe, beautiful, and fun 
place to be.  For more information on Lake Sherwood Estates 
Association please access the website at  www.lakesherwoodestates.net

About the CAI—The Community Associations Institute (CAI) is the 
only national organization dedicated to fostering vibrant, responsive, 
competent community associations. Our mission is to assist community 
associations in promoting harmony, community, and responsible 
leadership. We believe that by giving board members, managers, and 
homeowners the knowledge to better run their associations, they can 
turn “owners” into “neighbors,” increasing harmony, and leading to 
more prosperous, safer communities.  For more information, please visit 
www.caiheartland.com or contact Cathy Roth-Johnson at 314-423-8859 
or by email cathy@caiheartland.com.

Community Associations Institute 
Volunteer Leader of the Year 2021

Jennifer Jeckstadt, CMCA, AMS, CAI Heartland Board Member and 
Cathy RothJohnson, Chapter Executive Director, presented the 
award to Jerry Thornton.
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Changes to the Augusta Photo Contest
By Gay Eskew

In 2022 the “Best of Augusta” Photo Contest will scale down to only 
one contest this year for the kids 12 and under category. This year's 
contest will coincide with the start of school in September; this is a 

fascinating time for taking thoughtful, inspiring pictures by our 
younger photographers.  

Thank you to all the adults, teens, and kids who entered the 
various contests since 2014, when the contest started. Thank you to the 
Town of Augusta businesses for their generous prize contributions. 
They act as an incentive and reward for the winners of the photo 
contests. Parents, thank you for encouraging and supporting your 
children throughout the very successful KIDS' “BEST OF AUGUSTA” 
PHOTO CONTEST process.     

A committee is investigating various options to revise and 
motivate photographers for the adult/teen photo contests. If you have 
any suggestions to offer, you may email them to 
townofaugustamo@gmail.com.   

For the latest “Best of Augusta” Photo Contest developments, visit 
the town website:  www.townofaugustamo.org. 

Kids, see you in September. Practice taking your best shot! 
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The 2021 Light Up New Melle 
Winners

Blondin Professional Real Estate would like to thank 
everyone who participated in the Light Up New Melle 
Contest. We had a great time viewing all the amazing 

holiday lights. Thank you to everyone who entered the 
contest, and for all the effort each participant put into 
making the holiday season more enjoyable for everyone.

Top (LR): 
1. Everything Christmas  Mike & Kris Pruess  1109 Sneak Rd.
2. Most Creative  Matt Joerling 216 West Highway D.
3. Best Commercial  Liz's Bar & Grill  Corner of Highways F & D.
4. Reason for the Season  Jerry & Janet Hespen  7 Hobie Cat Ct.
5. Christmas Card Worthy  Catala Facial Spa and Retreat & Red 

Beauty Salon 4591 Highway Z. 
Not pictured: 
6. Most Traditional  Wayne & Nancy Benne  4435 Hueffmeier Rd.
7. Most Elegant  Pete & Joan Schepis  1251 Kohler Lane.
8. Classy Christmas  Scott Muriel  1399 Sunswept Valley Drive. 
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Eliana Garvey and  Alyssa Schneider were honored on December 
16, 2021, as scholarship essay winners by the VFW Post 5651 in 
New Melle. The Veterans of Foreign Wars of the U.S. sponsors two 

scholarship essay contests each year: The Voice of Democracy for grades 
9-12 and the Patriot’s Pen for grades 6-8. Dedicated to encouraging a 
better understanding and appreciation of America, these essay 
competitions help foster patriotism among today’s youth.

This year's theme for The Voice of Democracy essay was 
“Where Do We Go From Here?” Alyssa Schneider, 16, the Voice of 
Democracy Award recipient, wrote that " Our country was built on 
freedom and Christianity, and if we deter from those two aspects, 
our country is most likely to fall. As we go forward, we should be 
more aware of our surroundings and actions as our country grows 
and in leading it in the right path." This is the third scholarship 
essay that Alyssa has won through the VFW.

The theme for The Patriot's Pen essay this year was "How Can I 
Be a Good American?" Eliana Garvey, 12, was the recipient and 
wrote, "We should always be kind and loyal Americans no matter 
where we are, at home, at a friend's home or in our community." and 
that "This nation has become great by one good small act at a time."

They each received a $100 check from the New Melle VFW Post 
5651 and another $100 check from the Auxiliary. Alyssa and Eliana 
also received Certificates of Recognition for their outstanding 
achievement and exceptional leadership ability as esteemed 
representatives of American youth. They were signed by Stan 
Wisdom, the Post Commander. Both recipients are now eligible to 
participate in the state and national essay competitions.

For The Voice of Democracy, one winner from each state 
receives a minimum scholarship of $1,000 plus an all-expense-paid 
trip to Washington, D.C., where the top national prize of a $30,000 
scholarship is awarded. The Patriot’s Pen essay competition also 
offers an opportunity to compete at state and national levels, with a 
top award of $5,000 and an all-expense-paid trip to Washington, D.C.

Congratulations, Alyssa and Eliana! 

New Melle VFW Post 5651 Essay 
Winners for 2021
By Kathy Miller

(LR): Dave Farwig  VFW Auxiliary President, Eliana Garvey   
The Patriot's Pen Winner, Alyssa Schneider  The Voice of 
Democracy Winner, Stan Wisdom  VFW Post 5651 Commander.
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St. Vincent de Paul School  Calendar

January
3 Staff PD
4 Students return
11  Virtue Assembly @ 8:00 a.m.
12 Dine to Donate @ Cori's Twin Gables
17 No School
19 - 21 Pro-Life March

MSF Youth in Agriculture 
Scholarship Deadline February 1

The Missouri State Fair and the Youth in Agriculture Committee 
are accepting applications for Youth in Agriculture scholarships 
for Missouri high school seniors graduating in 2022. The 

application form can be found at https://www.mostatefair.com/
youth-in-agriculturer’s. 

Applications should be submitted to the Missouri State Fair and 
postmarked by February 1, 2022. Applicants must submit an original 
copy of their application and three additional copies.

These scholarships are possible thanks to the gracious 
contributions of many individuals and companies supporting Youth in 
Agriculture. A total of 46 scholarships amounting to $77,500, the largest 
amount ever, will be awarded as follows:

• One $5,000 S. Wayne Yokley Platinum Scholarship sponsored by 
Youth in Agriculture supporters.

• One $2,500 supreme scholarship sponsored by Sydenstricker Nobbe 
Partners/Sydenstricker Genetics.

• Four $2,500 supreme scholarships sponsored by the Missouri State 
Fair Foundation.

• Forty $1,500 scholarships sponsored by Youth in Agriculture 
supporters.

Applicants must be high school seniors, active Missouri 4-H or FFA 
members, and have participated at least once as a 4-H or FFA exhibitor 
at the Missouri State Fair.  Selected students must enroll (fall and/or 
spring semester immediately following graduation from high school) in 
an accredited community college, college or university.

Missouri State Fair scholarships are funded through the generosity 
of Youth in Agriculture sponsors, hometown supporters and buyers of 
the livestock sold during the annual Sale of Champions; the sponsors 
and buyers list is available at https://www.mostatefair.com/youth-in-
agriculture/.  A portion of each animal’s sale price is allocated to the 
scholarship program. Additional support is also provided by The Hayden 
Freedom Foundation, Guesa Grandstand Concessions, Walmart of Sedalia 
and Sarah Ellen Jesse Memorial Contributions.

A Letter from Dutzow Community Club

We hope that you had a Great Holiday season.  Even though we 
are in the middle of the coldest part of winter, baseball and 
softball season is right around the corner.  The Dutzow 

Community Club will be holding our 2022 signups over the next few 
months and we hope your family can join us for the upcoming season. 

Our organization has always been driven by the motto: “It’s All 
About the Kids”.  To support this motto, we have one of the strongest 
volunteered based organizations in the state.  

The Dutzow Community Club is the home of:
Best Fields In Area – during inclement weather the fields are 

playable long before most other area locations.
Great Concession Stand - a full stand with all the staples of a great 

ballpark atmosphere (burgers, dogs, fries, beverages (including the adult 
variety), chips, snow cones, etc.) with the cheapest prices around.

Great Coaches – some of the most experienced coaches in which 
their commitment to the kids and knowledge of the game are hard to 
beat.

Family-Friendly Atmosphere – the complex features 22 acres of 
open space which allows for plenty of room for families to stretch out 
and relax.  Also, lots of shade and no traffic concerns.

Affordable Kid Focused Experience - our motto says it all.  We are 
all about the kids and providing the most affordable ball-playing 
experience.  We are one of the last “true” Community Clubs in the area.    

We have several options for you to sign your child up for the 2022 
season.  You may mail your registration form (most popular option) to 
Dutzow Ball Park - Registration, 14955 State Highway TT, Marthasville, 
Mo 63357.  There will also be signups at Dutzow Fire House on Saturday, 
January 15 from 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. and Tuesday, Jan 18 from 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 
p.m. The final signup will be Saturday, January 29 from 10 a.m. – 1 p.m.  

Additional information about the upcoming season and the 
registration form can also be found at our website: 
www.dutzowballpark.com.  Any questions can be sent to Tim Maune 
(636-390-3739), Chris Molitor (636-828-5921), or Steve Hanneken (314-
691-3560).
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The Leaf That Winter Forgot
By Dan Zarlenga, Missouri Department of Conservation

Green leaves growing 
in the middle of 
January? Impossible, 

right? Not so in the unusual 
world of nature. Take a hike 
this winter through the 
wooded slopes of rich 
bottomlands, or perhaps 
along a stream, or explore 
the bottom of a ravine. Turn 
your gaze downward, and 
you might just see a peculiar green leaf growing from the forest floor. 
And yes, right in the middle of winter even! 

This elliptical leaf displays a striking green-and-white-striped 
pattern that really stands out among the other brown and lifeless 
leaves on the forest floor. You've just seen the putty root plant, also 
known as the Adam and Eve orchid. 

Missouri is home to about 35 species of orchids, yet only two of 
them cultivate their leaves in winter. The Adam and Eve orchid is one. 
It's almost as if it didn't get the memo that leaves are supposed to grow 
in spring! 

Each putty root plant only has one or two leaves, which emerge in 
September—just as most other plant and tree leaves are gearing up to 
drop away. The putty plant leaves stay green all through winter. Being 
out of synch with the rest of its flora fellows does provide an 
advantage, though. With the tree canopy completely open above, putty 
root plants have to themselves all the meager sunlight winter offers. 
This strategy allows them to "avoid the crowds" of other growing things 
and use the magic of photosynthesis to take on energy for the growing 
season to come, without competition. 

It's probably easy to guess that these leaves begin to wither around 
May when leaves of almost every other plant emerge. May and June are 
also the months when the flowers of putty root bloom. At least they are 
in synch that way with the rest of nature. The half-inch flowers are not 
very showy, a group of 7 to 15 growing on a stem. They are light to dark 
brown, sometimes with purplish tinting toward the bases of their three 
sepals and petals. Their white lips are small and three-lobed, with 
magenta markings. Biologists believe that sweat bees are likely the 
insects responsible for pollinating the putty root. 

Many plants have unusual names—but also, unlike the rest, this 
plant has two of them! It gets the moniker of "putty plant" because it 
has rounded underground stems, called corms, containing a glutinous 
ingredient that settlers historically used as glue to mend broken pottery. 
These corms are usually formed in pairs that the plant is also called the 
"Adam and Eve" orchid. 

Whichever name you choose to use, no one can deny this is an 
unusual member in the kingdom of flora. The putty plant uses a unique 
trick to outwit the rest of the growing world, flying under winter's 
radar to land an enormous advantage for survival.
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From Top (LR): 
1. Santa Claus “is” in town!
2. Scott Repke working the Augusta 
Volunteer Fire Department tent.
3. Carriage rides.
4. Root Food+Wine staff: Heather 
Henning and Ella Scott.
5. JoAnn Milster (left) with Stone 
Ledge Antiques owner Lisa Carmon 
(right) with Sunny, Bowen, and 
Cadence.
6. Ebenezer UCC serves hot 
sandwiches, soup, chili and home 
baked Christmas cookies.
7. Dena Fuhr, Volunteer at the 
Augusta Visitor Center & Gift Shop.
8. Jenny Jasper, Joan Coleman, 
George McQuade, Janet Hellebusch 
& Rita McQuade at Mt. Pleasant Est.
9. Randy Hobson sporting some 
Christmas flair.
10. First Place Winner Gingerbread 
House   Adult Category
1112. The Town Square.

August Candelight Walk...from Page 1

Visitors had a wide variety of dining 
options with food tents in the Town Square: 
Augusta Volunteer Fire Department and 
Immaculate Conception Holy Name Society. 
Ebenezer UCC, offered roast beef, chili and soup 
to a packed house. Root Food+Wine, Good News 
Brewing Company, Noboleis Vineyards, Balducci 
Vineyards, Mount Pleasant Estates, Augusta and 
Montelle Wineries served food in their dining 
rooms or at pop up locations in town. 

This was the second year for the 
Gingerbread House competition held at the 
Augusta Visitors Center. After the winners 
were announced, on December 11, many of 
the contestants entered their gingerbread 
houses in a silent auction at the Christmas 
Trivia Night at the Harmonie Verein. This 
was the grand finale of the Historic 
Augusta’s 39th Christmas Candlelight Walk 
and the proceeds were donated for new 
playground equipment in the Town Square. 
December 3rd Augusta was at full capacity, the 
crowds enjoyed the festive atmosphere and 
mild weather; December 10th told another 
story with its tornadic weather that 
forced the cancellation of the rest of the 
event. 
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The following prizes were awarded in the 
parade: 
From Top (LR): 1. Best Float  Lauderdale Realty.
2. Best Pet/Owner Ensemble  Gertie the 
Grinch and Glenda Drier.
3. Best Dog/Owner Ensemble  Daisy and 
Karen Grabes and friends.
4. Best Pet  Charlotte, Bella, Penelope and 
Tilly (Ryan Ruban & Christmas Trees).
5. Best Dog  Kai, (Kim Loos, Owner).
6. Best Decorated ATV  Kathy & Anthony 
Westcott.
7. Best Pre 1960 Car  1957 Jeep Willy FC
170  Craig Brockhaus.
8. Best Social Media Pet  Danny (Don 
Fawcett).
9. Best 1960+ Car  1963 
Chevy C10 Pickup  Kevin 
Shettler.

Additional photos at
boonecountryconnection.com

Defiance Christmas...from Page 1

Photo by Chris Comotto

Continued on Page 15

Photo by Chris Comotto

Photo by Chris Comotto

The parade began at noon, and the Grand 
Marshall was Defiance native John Lacey. There were 
over 70 entries in the parade this year.

The Defiance Merchants Association would like to 
thank everyone who participated in any way. Thanks 
also to the great crowd that came out to enjoy the 
festivities and kick off the holiday season!

Photo by Chris Comotto

Photo by Chris Comotto
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Defiance Christmas...from Page 14

Photo by Chris Comotto

Grand Marshall John Lacey

Defiance Ridge Vineyards
Good News Brewing Company
Defiance Roadhouse
The Merry House
Homestead of Defiance
Wine Country Bungalow

Sugar Creek Winery  
Judgement Tree Vodka
Frisella Nursery
Bill & Chris Schaul
Blondin Professional Real Estate
Classique Wine & Spirits

Kelly Brazil
Lauderdale Realty
Nathan Laupp
Tom Shaw Realtors
Trish's Dish's

The Defiance Merchants Association would like to thank the following sponsors:
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Two people were transported to the hospital, and a third victim 
was treated at the scene by EMS personnel. An elderly couple were 
inside their home at Stub Road and Hwy. F when the tornado picked up 
their 110-year-old house and 
threw it into their 
neighbors’ yard. The 
husband, 84, was able to 
crawl out of the debris and 
found his wife, also 84; still 
on her mattress wrapped in 
a blanket, but injured. Both 
were transported to Mercy 
Hospital in St. Louis where 
the woman later died. Her 
husband suffered bruising 
and abrasions and is 
recovering from his injuries. 
All that remains of their 
home is the concrete 
foundation and a path of 
debris.

The house next door 
was swept away clean to the 
subfloor, along with a 
detached garage and five 
vehicles. One of the vehicles 
lost its motor and 
transmission, and the 
remainder of the car was 
carried across a large field, a 
couple of tree lines, and 
found across Hwy. F in 
another field. The 
homeowners, Rich and 
Marcia Vance, were in the 
basement and thankfully 
suffered only minor bruising/
abrasions. Friends and 
neighbors of the victims 
were on the scene early 
Saturday scouring the debris 
field for personal belongings.

Next door, a large barn 
at Marcia’s grandparents’ 
homestead collapsed. One 
cow was trapped in the barn 
until Saturday morning but 
appeared to be uninjured. 
Also nearby, the home of 
Marcia’s parents was damaged, losing a sunroom and garage. Her parents 
were uninjured and spent the night with family.

As the tornado continued its eastward track, it collapsed a large 
barn containing prize-winning horses. A 5-hour rescue operation ensued 
to dismantle the barn and remove the horses. Five veterinarians were 
on scene assisting in sedating and treating the injuries. Four of the five 
horses inside the barn were rescued alive, but one of them later also 
succumbed to its injuries.

A little farther east, the farmhouse at Jackola Ranch was destroyed 

and two large barns were severely damaged. No one was injured.
Next to that, several homes on Red Barn Lane were damaged, with 

one family trapped in their basement for several hours, unable to 
escape due to structural 
damage.

The roof of the retail 
center at Frisella Nursery 
and several greenhouses 
were damaged. From there 
the tornado followed the 
creek for some distance, 
uprooting and tossing trees 
in every direction.

Significant damage was 
done to properties at the 
corner of Hwy. F and 94 
with one home totaled and 
two others substantially 
damaged, as well as several 
outbuildings and a large 
vintage barn. The tree 
damage in that area is 
phenomenal.

From there, the 
tornado crossed Hwy. 94 
and tracked along Femme 
Osage Creek and the 
Missouri River for several 
miles, crossing over into the 
Chesterfield valley area 
near the Daniel Boone 
Bridge where several cars 
traveling on Hwy. 64 were 
damaged. The tornado 
crossed back over the 
Missouri River into St. 
Charles County near Greens 
Bottom Road where 
additional tree damage, 
broken power poles and 
structural damage was 
noted. The storm lifted 
before reaching the 
Missouri River again just 
south of Harvester, at 7:57 
p.m.

The New Melle Fire 
Department reported: “The 
initial responding crews 

were met with devastation that hindered the response to the original 
call from both directions. Crews quickly went to work trying to clear 
roads of large trees and debris to get equipment where it was needed. 
Task forces were sent to assist in the incident including multiple 
departments from St. Charles County and Franklin County. Multiple 
pieces of heavy equipment, chainsaws, chains and other tools were 
brought to the scene to assist in access and recovery.”

At a press conference Saturday afternoon, Dec. 11, St. Charles 

Defiance Tornado...from Page 1

Continued on Page 17

Hwy F and 94.

Red Barn Lane.

Farm house and two large barns adjacent to Red Barn Lane.
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County Executive Steve Ehlmann said that rescue efforts were partially 
delayed due to downed power lines. He praised Cuivre River Electric and 
Ameren for their quick responses so fire and ambulance crews could get 
through. Ehlmann and Captain Chris Hunt, St. Charles County 
Emergency Management Director, both emphasized that there were not 
more injuries or loss of life because people heeded the warnings and 
went to their basements. He strongly encouraged people to take 
warnings seriously when they are issued.
Chief Dan Casey, New Melle Fire Protection District said, “It’s events like 
this that really show what our community is made of. Between our volunteer 
firefighters, all of career firefighters, local businesses and residents along 
with fire and EMS crews from all over we were able to mitigate the disaster.” 
He thanked everyone who assisted in the rescue efforts, including the 
Wentzville Fire Protection District, Lake St Louis Professional Firefighters, 
O'Fallon Fire Protection District, Central County Fire & Rescue, The Augusta 
Community Volunteer Fire Department, Frisella Nursery, Mid-Rivers Equine 
Centre, Homestead Veterinary Hospital, St. Charles County Ambulance 
District, St. Charles County Regional Emergency Management, St. Charles 
County Councilman Joe Brazil, other local residents and equipment operators, 
and anyone else who assisted that evening.”

Amazing Community Response Following Tornado
The volunteerism and financial generosity of the community 

following the storm has been absolutely astounding. Starting from the 
moment the first emergency calls came in, there has been a 
phenomenal 
community response. 
In those first few 
hours, it was neighbor 
helping neighbor, 
loaning shoes and 
clothing, getting the 
roads cleared, and 
dismantling a barn to 
rescue trapped horses.

On Saturday 
morning, a request for 
donations to help the 
victims was posted on 
the New Melle 411 
Facebook page. Within 
15 hours, over $7000 in 
cash and gift card 
donations had been 
collected.

By noon on Sunday, nearly $4000 worth of new clothing and 
personal care items had been purchased and sorted and then delivered 
later that day to the most severely affected families. 

At the same time, bags of donated clothing, cash and gift cards, 
personal care items, paper products, snack foods and more were being 
collected at the Defiance Roadhouse from as far away as St. Louis and 
Warrenton.

By Sunday evening, hundreds of volunteers, coordinated by St. 
Charles Emergency Management and Americorps, had picked up debris 
and personal items scattered by the storm, sawed trees and brush, and 
gathered piles of debris in several area farm fields. The American Red 
Cross, plus numerous businesses, organizations and individuals had 
provided food and water for the victims and volunteers.

White Wolf Pub and Grill in New Melle organized a 50/50 raffle. 

Defiance Tornado...from Page 16

The raffle winner donated their half of the money back to the cause, 
for a total of $900. 

By Monday afternoon, New Melle Fire Station #1 was inundated 
with donations of bottled beverages, nonperishable goods, clothing and 
other items. Additional donations for those types of items had to be 
declined because the victims are staying in hotels, furnished 
apartments, or with relatives and have no space to store things. 

By Tuesday evening:
• $1000 was donated to help with veterinary care for the injured 

horses and pets.
• Kitchen supplies that were needed at temporary housing for two 

families were being purchased.
• Money to replace a trampoline and other outdoor toys that flew 

away in the storm was given to a family with five children.
• Money and gift cards were sent to a family to replace clothes for 

a child whose closet was ruined.
• The Lowes store at Lake St. Louis donated building materials to 

reconstruct two chicken coups that were destroyed.
• Chicken feed was purchased, and straw for bedding was donated 

for the chickens.
• A special Christmas gift that had been purchased by one of the 

families but lost in the storm was replaced.
• Christmas gifts were being purchased for at least one of the 

affected children.
• Good News Brewing 
initiated a gift card 
collection program.
• Dollar General in 
New Melle organized a 
toy drive for affected 
families.
• Friedens UCC in New 
Melle and St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church were 
taking donations for 
families in their 
congregations that 
were affected by the 
storm.
• Two tractor trailers 
full of emergency 
relief items from out 
of state were diverted 
to Kentucky because 

our victims’ emergency needs had already been met.
By Wednesday morning, Dec. 15, a large coordinated cleanup event 

was organized for Thursday, Friday and Saturday, then extended 
through Monday, with numerous local businesses providing skid steers 
and operators, and individual volunteers picking up debris, separating 
metal from wood, sawing trees and picking up brush, and getting trash 
to the roadsides for County pickup.

Volunteers have come from all over to help – including a group of 
employees from the St. Louis Post Office and several civic and religious 
organizations. Again, restaurants, organizations and individuals from 
Defiance/New Melle and beyond provided food and beverages for the 
volunteers each day.

By Christmas Day, Dec. 25th, New Melle 411 reported collecting 

Volunteers helping with the cleanup near Stub Rd. and Hwy F.

Continued on Page 18
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thousands more in cash and gift card donations – including $10,000 in 
gift cards collected specifically at Good News Brewing, and $2500 from a 
“Dine For Defiance” event at Dukes BBQ in Wentzville.
Approximately $65,000 has been donated via GoFundMe pages for three 
of the hardest hit families. KFAV radio in Warrenton started their own 
GoFundMe page for the Defiance storm victims as well. 

Expressions of Gratitude
There have been several expressions of gratitude posted on 

Facebook from the victims. I wanted to include a sampling of some of 
the sentiments expressed by the victims online:

1. “There are no words to completely express how beyond grateful 
we are for the amount of love and support we have received from 
friends, family, our community and complete strangers. Thank you so 
much for your generosity. If we have not been able to thank you 
personally, please know how much we appreciate you. Sending all our 
love to all other families who have also been affected by this storm.”

2. “Thank you from the bottom of our hearts for your financial 
support through this unexpected journey. I truly believe nothing 
happens that God doesn’t allow. He has a plan for our lives and we are 
trusting Him to bring us through it and come out stronger. We are 
overwhelmed by your generosity. We’re looking forward to rebuilding 
and beginning a new chapter of our life. Thank you so much! I know 
we’re going to have a very special Christmas this year!”

3. “Thank you to St. Charles County Police for blocking off the area 
and protecting our vulnerable homes, and for Principal Armour from 
Daniel Boone Elementary for visiting and reaching out to families....To 
anyone and any organization that helped...just know that we appreciate 
all of you.”

Editor’s Note: From a community perspective, we commend all the 
first responders and everyone who helped in any way with this tragedy, 

however there are a few individuals who I believe deserve special 
recognition. To Joe Brazil, Erin Cox, Jennifer Ham, Tom Shaw, Jr., and 
Donnie McCloud we offer a huge thank you for coordinating the 
community resources and volunteer efforts; purchasing, collecting and 
delivering donated items, cash, and gift cards where needed; and 
keeping everyone informed of the situation as things evolved and 
specific needs were identified and addressed. You all went above and 
beyond expectations. Thank you for everything you did, and continue 
to do for our combined communities.

There is still a huge amount of tree and brush clean up to be done 
(most of which is not covered by insurance.) A third coordinated 
clean-up weekend will be scheduled in January depending on the 
weather. Watch for dates and times to be posted on the New Melle 
411 Facebook page and the Boone Country Connection website.
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A Message of Prayer and 
Sympathy for the 
Defiance Community

On December 15,  2021, St. Charles County 
Executive Steve Ehlmann received a card 
addressed to the People of Defiance, Missouri. 
The Card read:

Front: Hoping that you're comforted by 
memories, the caring of others, and the healing 
power of time.

Inside:
To the people of Defiance, Mo.
So sorry for your loss.
We just wanted the people of Defiance 

and the surrounding towns to know that your 
neighbors in St. Louis City are praying for you 
during this difficult time. We will be standing 
with you on your path to recovery.

With prayers and sympathy,
Anne and Jim Daniels, St. Louis, Mo.

Thanks to the New Melle VFW
I wanted to say thank you to the New Melle VFW for supplying us 

with excellent ham sandwiches on Sunday while we were helping to 
clear trees on a property hit by the tornado. After a day of cleaning up 
the property, hauling debris out of the fields, cutting down trees, and 
hauling limbs to burn piles, we really appreciated it!

Sumner G. Hunnewell
Member of the Lutheran Early Response Team (LERT)

We were in our basement with our three children the night of the 
December 10, 2021, tornado. When our house was hit, it was the most 
terrifying moment we’ve experienced. That moment was followed by 
relief that our family was unharmed, then heartbreak when we saw 
the condition of our house as we evacuated. So many more emotions 
have followed, but our prevailing emotion is GRATITUDE. Gratitude for 
the safety of our family, and also for this beautiful community of 
people who stepped up immediately to help! We have lost sleep 
worrying about whom we may not have thanked or how we could 
show our gratitude. We wish you could see our hearts, how full of love 
and appreciation they are for all of you.

With Love,
The Laupp Family

To the New Melle, Defiance, and 
Surrounding Communities
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Ryan Benjamin Austin

Ryan Benjamin Austin of Wentzville, MO, 
passed away Sunday, December 5, 2021, at the 
age of 45 years. He is survived by his wife, 
Jennie Austin of Wentzville; four children, 
Keegan, Carter, Cooper, and Kinley Austin; his 
parents, John and Sandra Austin of Wright City, 
MO; brother, Nick Austin of Wright City; 
parents-in-law, Michael Coe and wife, Lucy of 
Spokane, WA and Vickie Wieberg and husband, 
Bill of New Bloomfield, MO; other relatives, and 
many friends.

Ryan was born March 7, 1976, in Florissant, MO, son of John Austin 
and wife, Sandra Beckham Austin. He graduated from Francis Howell 
High School, Central Missouri State University, and received his 
Doctorate from the University of Missouri at Kansas City. He married 
Jennie Coe on November 24, 2002, on the beach in St. Petersburg, 
Florida.

Ryan was a member of Immanuel Lutheran Church in Wentzville 
and the Missouri Dental Association. He enjoyed snow skiing, traveling, 
watching and attending St. Louis Cardinals and St. Louis Blues games, 
and spending time with his family and friends. Ryan will be dearly 
missed by all who knew and loved him.

Visitation: Saturday, December 11, 2021, 9:00 to 11:00 a.m. Immanuel 
Lutheran Church, 632 E. Hwy N, Wentzville, MO 63385.

Memorial Service: 11:00 a.m., immediately following the visitation.  
Memorials: May be given at gbmfoundation.com or at the church 
service.

Rocky Rhodes

Rhodes, Rocky, 67, of Defiance, MO, 
peacefully died at home surrounded by his 
loving family on November 29, 2021.

Rocky was born in St. Louis, MO, to 
Clifford and Evelyn Rhodes. He grew up in St. 
Ann, MO, where he attended Ritenour High 
School. During the summer of 1969, he met 
the love of his life, Donna. They later 
married in August 1975. Rocky worked as a 
crane operator for nearly 35 years before 
retiring at 55 to help care for his daughter 
battling Cystic Fibrosis and her newborn baby.

Rocky is survived by his loving wife of 46 years, Donna (nee: 
Hallvax); devoted daughters Julie (Ryan) Sanford and Kelly 
(Nathan) Wever; precious granddaughters Molly and Adalyn; dear 
brother of Betty (Chuck) Brewer, Darlene (Bill) Cissell, Scott (Kim) 
Rhodes, and Sheri (Mike) Zessinger. He was a beloved brother-in-
law, uncle, cousin, godfather, neighbor, friend and mentor to many.

Rocky was a once-in-a-lifetime kind of man; humble, 
hardworking, and a devoted family man. He enjoyed hunting, 
fishing, woodworking and vacationing with his family. Rocky was 
the ultimate handyman -- he could repair or build anything. He 
would work long days and expect nothing in return. He was most 
proud of the new homes for each of his daughters, as well as a 
beautiful horse stable for his granddaughter. His most recent 
accomplishment and final project was another new home for one 
of his daughters, including a cottage for Rocky and his wife, Donna.

Celebration of Life: Friday, December 10, 2021, from 3 - 7 p.m. at 
The Landhaus in The Park at New Melle Lakes, located at 300 
Foristell Road, Wentzville, Missouri. Memorials: Please consider 
donating to one of the following organizations close to Rocky’s 
heart; Eagle’s Wings, The Classical Academy de Lafayette, or SSM 
Hospice. 

James C. Miller

James C. Miller passed away in Wentzville, 
MO, on December 5, 2021, at 94. He was the 
beloved husband of Rhea Miller, nee Laughead 
of Wentzville, Missouri. He is survived by his 
two sons, James G. Miller of Santa Ana, CA, 
Mark R. (Kimberly) Miller of Warsaw, MO; two 
daughters, Karen Lee (Rex) Dawson of 
Wickenburg, AZ, Lori (James) Kingsbury of 
Ballwin, MO; eight grandchildren and eight 
great-grandchildren.

James was a member of Immanuel 
Lutheran Church in Wentzville, Missouri. He proudly served his 
country in the U.S. Navy during World War II on the USS Intrepid. James 
enjoyed duck hunting, playing golf, and riding horses. He was a 4-H 
Leader in Horsemanship, played semi-pro baseball, and was a Missouri 
Rodeo Cowboy Association member. James was a wonderful husband, 
father, grandfather, great-grandfather, and friend to all. Family and 
friends will dearly miss him.

He is preceded in death by his father, James G. Miller, mother, 
Margot E. Miller nee Hoffman, first wife, Deloris Ann Miller nee 
Schoemehl, and sister, Betty Lee Kidd.  

Visitation: Sunday, December 12, 2021, 1 to 4 p.m. at Pitman Funeral 
Home, Wentzville, MO 63385. Service: Monday, December 13, 2021, 10 a.m. 
at Immanuel Lutheran Church, Wentzville. 

Memorials may be made payable to Immanuel Lutheran Church, 
Wentzville, MO, in care of Pitman Funeral Home, P. O. Box 248, 
Wentzville, MO 63385.

Raymond W. Schroeder

Raymond W. Schroeder of Saint Charles, 
MO, passed away Monday, December 6, 2021, at 
83. Devoted husband of Wilma M. (nee 
Massmann) Schroeder; loving father of Cindy 
(Mike Quinn) Schroeder; dear brother of Vernon 
(Joann) Schroeder and brother-in-law of 
Wendell (Joann) Massmann. Raymond is 
preceded in death by his parents, Frank and 
Erna Schroeder and his daughter, Karen 
Durante. 

Raymond and Wilma were happily married 
for 60 years. He enjoyed farming and was a farmer for many years. He 
loved to go duck hunting and watch Nascar. His cats were very 
important to him. Raymond was dearly loved and will be greatly missed 
by all who knew him. 

Visitation: Trinity Lutheran Church—Orchard Farm (4795 Hwy. 
94), Friday, December 17, 2021, 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m., followed 
immediately by the funeral ceremony at 10 a.m. Memorials may be 
made in Raymond's name to Trinity Lutheran Church in Orchard Farms 
or the Humane Society of St. Charles County.
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Reginald "Reggie" Hemmer

Reginald "Reggie" Hemmer Sr. passed 
away on December 8, 2021, at 97. He was the 
beloved husband of the late Dorothy Ann 
Ida Hemmer nee Grapenthin of Wentzville, 
Missouri. 

Reggie proudly served his country in 
the United States Army during and after 
World War II. He received numerous medals, 
including the Bronze Star. He was active in 
the New Melle VFW Post #5651 and the 
Wentzville American Legion Post #323. 

Reggie worked for Maryland Heights 
Concrete Company for over thirty years and was a member of 
Cement Masons' Union Local No. 527. 

In his free time, he enjoyed coyote and fox hunting, camping, 
cutting grass, gardening and was an avid St. Louis Cardinals fan. He 
loved to dance with his wife, Dorothy, and listen to bluegrass 
music. Reggie will be dearly missed by all who knew and loved 
him. 

He is survived by his six children, Reggie (Judy) Hemmer Jr. of 
Wentzville, MO, Lynn (Gary) McMeans of O'Fallon, MO, Michael 
(Nancy) Hemmer of Wentzville, MO, Jodie Hemmer of Wentzville, 
MO, Rebecca ("Fowler") Murphy of Wentzville, MO, Mark Fowler of 
Wentzville, MO; twelve grandchildren, Angela (Mike) Wagner of 
Columbia, MO, Brian (Bridgett) Hemmer of Moscow Mills, MO, 
Gregory (Ange) Hemmer of Troy, MO, Peggy (Jamie) Wolfert of 
Portland, OR, Dwayne (McKenzie) Hemmer of Eureka, MO, Craig 
(Jenny) Schulte of O'Fallon, MO, Nicole (Steve) Dobbs of O'Fallon, 
MO, Bradley (Mindy) Hemmer of St. Paul, MO, Megan (Mark) 
Venable of Wentzville, MO, Kristen (Kevin) Schneider of Old 
Monroe, MO, Tamara (Stacy) Gerard of Wentzville, MO, Andrew 
(Jenna) Murphy of Wentzville, MO; thirty-five great-grandchildren, 
William Wagner, Alex Hemmer, Ethan Hemmer, Elizabeth Hemmer, 
Audrey Hemmer, Abigail Hemmer, Emmett Hemmer, Evelyn 
Hemmer, Zachary Hemmer, Kaden Hemmer, Leona Wolfert, Sage 
Wolfert, Rainier Hemmer, Bryson Hemmer, Jacob Dobbs, Alex 
Dobbs, Joshua Dobbs, Alaina Dobbs, Morgan (Tyler) Diederich, 
Emily Schulte, Owen Hemmer, Gavin Hemmer, Blake Hemmer, Lucy 
Venable, Sloan Venable, Cooper Venable, Georgia Venable, Chase 
Schneider, Henry Schneider, Caleb Schneider, Kennedy Schneider, 
Jack Gerard, Sam Gerard, Brady Gerard, Carter Murphy.  He is 
preceded in death by his father, Alexander Hemmer, mother, Hazel 
Hemmer nee Cannon, brother, Clarence (Eileen) Hemmer, sisters, 
Glorene (Bill) Call, Helen (Frank) Schnyder, Irene (Ed) Heinle. 

Memorials: Made payable to VFW New Melle Post #5651 in care 
of Pitman Funeral Home, P.O. Box 248, Wentzville, MO 63385.

Visitation: Tuesday, December 14, 2021, 3:00 to 8:00 p.m., Pitman 
Funeral Home, 1545 Wentzville Parkway, Wentzville, MO 63385. 
Wednesday, December 15, 2021, 9:00 to 10:00 a.m. St. Patrick Catholic 
Church, 405 S. Church St., Wentzville, MO 63385.

Funeral: Wednesday, December 15, 2021, 10:00 a.m., St. Patrick 
Catholic Church.

Jane Marie Bade

Jane Marie Bade (nee` Brinkmann) was born 
January 25, 1976, in Washington, MO; daughter of 
Ralph Brinkmann and wife Bernice (nee` 
Brinker). She passed away Saturday, December 18, 
2021 at the age of 45 years. Jane received her 
education at Washington High School in 
Washington, MO and graduated from there in 
1994. She went on to attend Central Methodist 
University in 1999 where she earned a master’s 
degree in Early Childhood Development in 2001. 
Jane was united in marriage to Mark Bade on September 25, 1999 at 
Femme Osage United Church of Christ in Augusta, MO. The couple made 
their home in New Haven, MO and were blessed with one daughter. She 
taught Early childhood development for 12 years in Hermann, MO. Jane 
also worked for Oak Glenn Winery for 6 years and Lyon Country Store for 
1 year. She was an active member of Femme Osage UCC in Augusta, MO. 
She enjoyed reading, knitting and off-roading. What Jane cherished most 
was spending time with her family and friends. She will be greatly missed.

She was preceded in death by one brother-in-law, Frank Rubio.
She is survived by her husband, Mark Bade of New Haven, MO; one 

daughter, Cynthia Bade of New Haven, MO; her parents, Ralph and Bernice 
Brinkmann of Washington, MO; three sisters: Dottie Book and husband 
Doyle of AR, Barb Placht and husband Bill of New Haven, MO, Liz 
Brinkmann of Washington, MO; four brothers: Rich Brinkmann and wife 
Kathy of Washington, MO, Matt Brinkmann of Gerald, MO, Tim Brinkmann 
and wife Kristina of Washington, MO, Vince Brinkmann and s/o Dawn 
Lohse of Beaufort, MO; many other relatives and friends.

Visitation: Tuesday, December 21, 2021 from 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at 
Oltmann Funeral Home in Washington, MO.

Funeral Service: Wednesday, December 22, 2021, at 10:00 a.m. at 
Femme Osage United Church of Christ in Augusta, MO. Burial followed in 
Church cemetery.

Memorials: Cynthia Bade Education Fund (Checks payable to Mark 
Bade) or Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Organization.

More obituaries, Page 22. Keep up with current 
obituaries and other news at 

www.boonecountryconnection.com
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Broemmelsiek Park Upcoming Events
History Over Drinks - Fridays, January 7, February 4, March 

4, and April 1, 2022, 5:45 - 7: 00 p.m. This new evening series offers 
history with a twist. Participants, 21 years and older will enjoy 
discussions about local history topics, including brewing alcohol 
while sipping on drinks from local breweries and distilleries each 
night: Good News Brewing, Jan 7; Pinckney Bend Distillery, Feb 2; 
Third Wheel Brewing, March 4; and Two Plumbers Brewery, April 
1. The cost is $5 per person and includes a limited number of 
drinks. Space is limited; pre-registration is required. 

Nature Arts and Crafts - Friday, January 21, 2022, 5 - 7 p.m. 
Get creative with nature. Children ages 6 and up will make a 
variety of arts and crafts from natural elements and recycled 
materials. Meet Ranger Rachael Meara at the Brommelsiek 
Visitors Center, where she will provide the supplies and 
instructions on how to make beautiful artistic creations. This kid-
friendly program is $2 per person; pre-registration is required. 

Nature Journaling Through the Seasons - Mondays, 
January 24, February 28, and March 28,  2022, 2:00 - 3:30 p.m. Learn 
the different techniques of nature journaling while increasing 
your awareness of flora and fauna found in the park. Led by 
Rangers Angle Ray and Rachael Meara, these seasonal classes will 
unlock the wonders of nature through art and observations from 
the trails and the comfort of the visitors center in the park. The 
classes are free and are suitable for adults and children ages 12 
and up. Participants will need to bring a journal of their choice 
(any style and size) and dress for the weather; all other supplies 
will be provided. 

I Dig Groundhogs, Do You? - Wednesday, February 2, 2022, 4 
- 5 p.m. Dig into the secret life of groundhogs with Park Ranger 
Angel Ray through stories, crafts, play and song on Groundhog 
Day. Children preschool age and up to 10 are invited to join in this 
fun, free activity inside the Visitors Center. Pre-registration is 
required. 

Winter Wildlife: Survivors of the Snow - Saturday, 
February 5, 2022, 4:30 - 5:30 p.m. Ever wonder what animals are 
still scurrying around during the winter months? Find out from 
Park Rangers during this hour-long program. Guests of all ages 
will learn about Missouri winter wildlife while crafting, roasting 
marshmallows and sipping hot chocolate. Space is limited; pre-
registration is required. 

Broemmelsiek Park is located at 1795 Highway DD, Defiance, 
MO. For more information or to register for programs, visit 
stccparks.org or call 636-949-7535. 

Quail Ridge Park Upcoming Events
Disc Golf Winter Putting League - Keep your disc golf skills sharp 

this winter at the National Horseshoe Pitchers Hall of Fame Building. 
The league will meet on Tuesdays, Jan. 4, 11, 18 and 25. Feb. 1, 8, 15, and 22, 
from 5 - 8 p.m. This weekly program features five stations varying in 
distance from 20’ to 33’. Participants of all abilities will have the 
opportunity to putt five times at each basket and get in three rounds at 
each station. Points for each station will be determined by distance and 
difficulty. Divisions include Pro (cash prize), AM (Smokin Ace's 
voucher), Women (Smokin Ace's voucher) and JR (Smokin Ace's 
voucher). Food and drink will be available for purchase; no outside food 
or drink is allowed. Cost is $10 per week, cash only; pre-registration is 
not required. Children ages 12 and under are free. 

Washers Tournament - Competitive teams are forming now for 
our annual Washer Tournament at the National Horseshoe Pitchers Hall 
of Fame Building. The Tournament is on Saturday, March 3, 2022, at 12 
p.m. Registration and practice time is from 10:30 - 11:45 a.m., the day of 
the event; the tournament begins at noon. Players must be at least 16 
years old. The registration fee is $25 per team of two. Spectators are 
welcome. Food and drink are available for purchase.

Quail Ridge Park is located at  500 Interstate Drive, Wentzville, MO. 
For more information or to register for programs, visit stccparks.org or 
call 636-949-7535.

Lila, Life of a Missouri Slave at The 
Historic Daniel Boone Home

Visit with “Lila”  and learn about slavery on the Missouri frontier 
on Sunday, February 13 and Sunday, April 10, 2022, at The 
Historic Daniel Boone Home, 1868 Highway F, Defiance. “Lila, Life 

of a Missouri Slave,” is performed by Angela da Silva at 1:15 and 3:15 p.m. 
in the Old Peace Chapel in the park. In addition to this dynamic 
presentation, guests may visit with “Lila” from 12 - 5 p.m. to hear other 
compelling stories. Presentations by and visits with “Lila” are free and 
registration is not required. 

Ollie Esther Borgmann

Ollie Esther Borgmann passed away on 
December 10, 2021, at the age of 84. She was the 
beloved wife of Vernon Borgmann of Defiance, 
Missouri. She is survived by her three sons, Paul 
(Virginia) Borgmann of Moscow Mills, MO, Mark 
(Karen) Borgmann of Weldon Spring, MO, Keith 
(Victoria) Borgmann of Saint Charles, MO; three 
brothers, Gary Worsham of Farmington, MO, Ira 
(Linda) Worsham of Cape Coral, FL, Frank 
(Mickey) Worsham of Navarre, FL; two sisters, 
Iva Hasenbank of OR, Margie (Bob) Mitchell of 
Oronogo, MO; sister-in-law, Wanda Worsham of Fulton, MO; six 
grandchildren, Douglas (Caroline) Borgmann, Jennifer (Steve) Bagin, 
Brian Borgmann, Amanda (fiance, Tyler) Borgmann, Justin (Elizabeth) 
Borgmann, Keigan (Paige) Borgmann; great-grandchildren, Clara, 
Benjamin, Rylee, Anna, Landen, Zackary and Lucas. She is preceded in 
death by her father, Ivan Worsham, mother, Hopie Worsham, son, David 
Borgmann, brother, Jim Worsham, sister, Joan Hardy, brother-in-law, 
Bob Hardy, brother-in-law, Keith Hasenbank.  

Ollie was born September 29, 1937, in Wellsville, Missouri. She was 
married to the love of her life, Vernon Borgmann, for 63 years and was 
a member of the Christ Lutheran Church of Augusta, Missouri. Ollie 
loved to travel and went all over the world. Some of her favorite places 
that she visited were Israel, Germany, Mexico, Alaska, and Hawaii. Ollie 
cherished her family and grandkids. She will be dearly missed by all 
who knew and loved her.

Visitation: Friday, January 7, 2022, 3-7 p.m. at Pitman Funeral Home, 
1545 Wentzville Parkway, Wentzville, MO 63385. Funeral: Saturday, 
January 8, 2022, 11 a.m., at Christ Lutheran Church, Augusta, MO. 
Cemetery: Christ Lutheran Church Cemetery.

Donations can be made to Christ Lutheran Church, Augusta, MO.
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The End of Resolutions? 
By Tiffani Stewart 
St. Charles CityCounty Library 

A new year. A fresh start. A clean slate. A chance to begin again. 
When the calendar flips to January, do you get excited to think 
about a new approach to your goals? Or does the new year bring 

a familiar fear of failure? Maybe in the first weeks of January, you’re 
already losing your drive to reach your resolutions. You’re not alone. 

In December of 2018, a Forbes magazine article (“This Year Don’t 
Set New Year’s Resolutions,” Prossack) shared the grim statistics that 
less than 25% of people actually stay committed to their New Year’s 
resolutions after just 30 days, and only 8% accomplish them. The odds 
are not in your favor. It might be time to ditch your resolutions and 
think instead about your dreams. What makes you happy? What 
makes you feel fulfilled? How do you see yourself in the future - with 
no goal and no timeline? 

Author Courtney Carver (Soulful Simplicity, available at the 
Library) suggests that instead of resolutions, you should think about 
creating a Love List at the beginning of each year. What would you 
LOVE to do this year? (Or some year in the future - no pressure.) Who 
do you want to see? What do you want to try? Here are a few ideas 
that I’m considering for my own Love List: 

• Learn Spanish. 
• Explore yoga. (I’ve always been curious about it - especially the 

classes that include goats.) 
• Write for fun. 
• Let go of some of my commitments in favor of more time at 

home in the evenings. 
Do you know what is NOT on my list? Losing weight. Working 

more efficiently. Saving money on groceries. While these are all things 
that I could work on, a Love List is not a list for accountability. Right 
now, to start a new year, I’m committed to doing the things that will 
make me happy. And the Library can help! Let’s look at my potential 
Love List for some resources that I can find at the Library in support 
of my ideas: 

• In my quest to learn Spanish, I can use Rosetta Stone, an online 
language-learning program. It’s available free with my library 
card in the eLibrary at myLibrary.org. I can learn at my own 
pace - setting a time each week to complete a lesson. I can also 
practice my new language skills by checking out books written 
in Spanish from the Library’s collection. 

• For yoga exploration, the Library offers a variety of fitness kits 
for checkout, including a yoga kit. It comes with an 
instructional DVD, a yoga block, a mat, and a book. If I enjoy my 
experience with the kit, I can purchase my own mat and choose 
from a variety of yoga DVDs in the Library’s collection of 
exercise videos to continue learning. (Unfortunately, the 
Library does not loan goats.) 

• If I need a place to write for fun, many Library branches have 
quiet workspaces, and all branches offer free WiFi for writing 
and research on my own computer. (I can use a public computer 
at any branch too.) In addition, the Library offers occasional 
classes for aspiring authors, as well as a variety of author visits, 
which are always inspiring. I’ll keep an eye on the online 
classes & events calendar for upcoming events.   

• The Library can’t help me let go of my commitments, but with 
more time at home in the evenings, I’ll have the chance to read 
more books and watch more movies that I enjoy. I’ll be placing 

holds on all of my favorites in order to motivate myself to 
make some changes. 

Are you inspired to create a love list? Or do you want to double 
down on those resolutions and beat the odds? The Library can help 
with any and all of your ideas for making the new year a good year. 
Bring your list to a Library branch near you and ask the staff to help 
find out what classes, resources, and materials you can discover. It’s all 
free with your library card. (Saving money? Check.) 

BIG NEWS! In-person classes and events have returned to your 
local Library! Get together with learners of all ages for these 
upcoming events at the Boone’s Trail Branch and Augusta Branch 
Libraries: 

Crafting Connections - I Love Quilts! 
Tuesday, January 4: 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
Augusta Branch - adults 
Join other quilt lovers for Block of the Month, Show and Tell, and 
demonstrations. 
Coffee and Conversation 
Thursdays, January 6, 13, 20, 27: 9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. 
Augusta Branch - adults 
Enjoy a cup of coffee, a sweet treat and relaxing conversation. 
Canasta - Game On!* 
Thursdays, January 6, 13, 20, 27: 12:30 p.m.- 4:00 p.m.
Boone’s Trail Branch - adults 
Join us to play Hand & Foot Canasta. Beginners welcome. 
Crafting Connections - Yarn Arts 
Thursdays, January 6, 13, 20, 27: 2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
Augusta Branch - adults 
Work on your own knit, crochet, or embroidery project with 
fellow yarn enthusiasts. 
Book Discussion - “The Book That Matters Most” by Ann 
Hood* 
Monday, January 10: 5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 
Boone’s Trail Branch - adults 
Ava rediscovers a mysterious book from her childhood to share 
with her book club. (Join a book club to discuss a book about 
joining a book club!) 
“Read to a Dog” - Tale Waggers - Love on a Leash* 
Thursday, January 13: 5:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Boone’s Trail Branch - children 
Kids can practice reading aloud to an attentive, adorable dog. 
Book Discussion - “The Transatlantic Book Club” by Felicity 
Hayes-McCoy* 
Monday, January 17: 2:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Augusta Branch - adults 
Discover and discuss another book about a book club, but this one 
connects residents of Ireland with readers in the U.S. 
Book Discussion - “Hidden Valley Road” by Robert Kolker* 
Thursday, January 20: 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
Boone’s Trail Branch - adults 
Explore this heartrending story about a family with 12 children - 
6 of them diagnosed with schizophrenia. 

*Get details and register for classes at myLibrary.org/eCalendar. 
The Boone’s Trail and Augusta Branch Libraries are open Monday, 
Tuesday, and Thursday from 9:00 a.m.- 7:00 p.m. and Saturday, 9:00 
a.m.- 12:00 noon.   

Read news throughout the month at 
www.boonecountryconnection.com
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Letter to the Editor in Opposition of 
Proposed Change to County Charter
By Greg Modlish

On Monday night, December 20, 2021, I attended the St. Charles County 
Council meeting. Here’s some background.

On Thursday, December 16, 2021, Steve Ehlman, current St. Charles County 
Executive, sent Mike Elam, Council Chair, Bill 5030 for introduction during the 
December 20 Council meeting. Mr. Elam was not anticipating this bill, nor were 
any other Council members aware of this bill before seeing it on the agenda on 
Friday the 17th. Bills requested by the County Executive are normally 
sponsored by the Council Chair, so Mr. Elam was simply following standard 
procedure. The bill and its full text was included in the agenda for the 
meeting only two days later.

The full text of Bill 5030, which can be found here, https://
www.sccmo.org/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Item/10435?fileID=31143  seeks to 
place a proposed amendment to the County Charter on the April 5, 2022, 
general election ballot. The Charter of a county is the Constitution of a county. 
It is the foundational document of how county laws are made, enforced, and 
how the county is run for the benefit of its residents. Article III, Section 3.2 
covers Eligibility to be the County Executive and includes things you would 
expect to see there: minimum age, being a registered voter of the county, etc. 
Paragraph 3.204 places parameters on what political and business ventures the 
County Executive can or cannot be involved with. For the most part, these 
seem quite reasonable where there would be an obvious conflict of interest.

And then we get to the proposed change. As you can see in the text 
below, the only change proposed to Article III of the County Charter is in 
subparagraph 3.204.2, striking the language “during normal business hours of 
St. Charles County.”

3.204.2. 
At any time while serving in office carry on any trade, occupation, 

business or enterprise for personal pecuniary profit or gain [during the 
normal business hours of St. Charles County]; or

Pecuniary – means money or monetary matters or that which can be 
valued in money. www.lawinsider.com

Here is my concern with that: It only serves to limit highly qualified 
challengers who might own a farm, or rental houses, or medical practice, or 
other small businesses when there is no evidence they cannot fulfill their 
County Executive obligations while maintaining involvement in their family 
business. You want a job done? Give it to a busy person!

I attended the December 20 meeting where 8 citizens spoke out against 
this bill, including State Senator Dr. Bob Onder and State Rep Tony Lovasco. 
Every single one saw this as nothing more than a limitation on competition 
for the County Executive position.

I believe that subparagraph 3.204.4 clearly provides a remedy for County 
Executives double-dealing or shirking their duties in favor of other ventures, 
so why legislate for a problem we don’t have?

Mr. Ehlman’s explanation for this bill was fumbled and weak, and I 
couldn’t believe he even trotted it out there. You can watch the video of the 
meeting here https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_8TZL685FE0. Public 
comment begins at about 32 minutes and Mr. Ehlman’s comments at about 
59:45. I strongly encourage you to watch this and decide for yourselves. The 
only thing I got from his super lame attempt at selling the room on this bill 
that is clearly designed to protect him from any real challenge in 2022 was 
that perhaps he is no longer up to the job.

The ballot measure itself is sneakily worded and omits any context and 
doesn’t offer any explanation for the change beyond a vague reference to 
multiple other county executives while he can only cite one. Uninformed 
voters will likely look at this and think it makes sense, which is what he 
wants. In reality, it only serves to keep him in office.

Councilman Joe Brazil from District 2, offered that this ballot measure 
would cost around $150,000 to be included in the April general election. 
Perhaps Mr. Ehlman would be willing to pay for it?

Mr. Ehlman, you’ve had a hell of a run, but maybe it’s time, at the age of 
71, to step away, let a new generation of leadership take over, and go enjoy 
retirement before any more of these sketchy looking, government first 
political maneuvers paint an ugly stain on what has been a fine career of 
service to St. Charles County residents.

The actual vote on this bill will be on January 10, 2022, at 7 PM at the 
County Council Chambers at 100 N. 3rd Street in St. Charles. The public 
entrance is around the back. You should be there.
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Congratulations to Staci 
Sorber of Weldon Springs, 
MO for winning last month's 
mystery location drawing. 
Staci was one of 15 people 
who correctly identified the 
photo as Santa and Reindeer 
on the roof at Straatmann 
Feed in New Melle. She will receive a gift certificate to Piazza Deli 
& Pizzeria in Defiance.

WORD SEARCH ANSWERS

Mystery Location
Enter to Win a Gift Certificate

If you have a suggestion or photo to submit for the Mystery Location 
contest, call 636.332.3050 or email boonecc2@gmail.com.

DEADLINE:

Please submit

Items for the

February BCC 

by January 17.

Target

 Distribution:

February 4.

Last Month's Winner

How well do you know the “Boone Country” area? If you can identify 
where either of these two photos were taken, fax, email, or call us 
with the correct answer. Include your name, address and phone 
number, and reply by the 20th of this month. We’ll draw one winner 
from all the correct answers, and that person will receive a gift 
certificate to Short Stop's Convenience Store, New Melle.  See 
page 2 for phone, fax & email for the BCC. One entry per household 
please. 

Read news throughout the month and enjoy color photos 
at www.boonecountryconnection.com.  Sign up for 

email updates and get an early morning email listing 
obituary notices and other news articles that were 

posted the previous day.

New Melle Board of Aldermen 
Highlights December 14, 2021
By Kathy Miller and Dianne Sudbrock

The New Melle Board of Aldermen met at the city hall on 
Tuesday, December 14, 2021. Mayor Richard West, Aldermen 
Nik Bradley, Don Hendrich, Janet Karrenbrock and Gary 

Schneider were present and the City Attorney, City Clerk, and City 
Engineer.

The minutes from November 9 were approved with two 
corrections.

Open Forum:  The City Clerk, Marcia Gay, stated that a 
concerned citizen from Sycamore Creek Subdivision called and asked 
if the speed limit on Highway Z near Foristell Road would be reduced 
because of the new firehouse. The citizen said it is difficult to pull 
out of the subdivision because the vehicles traveling south are going 
very fast, making it rough to pull out onto Highway Z safely. The 
mayor believes that the 45 mph speed limit is the correct speed for 
that location, and the issue is the drivers who violate the speed limit. 
He also stated he has seen a lot of drivers not stopping at the stop 
signs in town. The City can request more speed enforcement from the 
St. Charles County Police Dept. The mayor also stated that he had 
seen the Police out in the area pulling drivers over. Alderman Nic 
Bradley asked if the City could get a Police log of the stops in the area 
to see what tickets were issued. The mayor said he could ask for 
those logs.

Editor's Note: The main entrance to the new firehouse will be on 
Foristell Road. The speed limit was reduced from 35 mph to 25 mph 
on Foristell Road because of line-of-sight issues. The only access to 
Highway Z will be for the fire trucks responding to a call. Trucks will 
pull out of the bays, onto a concrete pad, then onto Highway Z. No one 
should enter the property from that Highway Z access. Firetrucks 
returning to the station will use the Foristell Road entrance and pull 
back into the bays from the backside of the building.

Introduction of Ordinances:  Bill 474 passed as an ordinance to 
approve the 2022 Fiscal Year Budget for the City of New Melle. To 
view the 2022 budget, visit https://cityofnewmelle.com/meetings/
board-of-aldermen.  

Engineering Report: 
• New firehouse for the NMFPD update—The plans were 

resubmitted with revisions and are currently under review. 
• Peter Street update—The plans are done, and the project 

manual is being updated, and a date to go out to bid should be 
approved at the January meeting. 

• Mills Street update—Mill Street work will begin the concept 
phase and will include the 2nd phase of Peter Street as well. 

• Sycamore Creek update—The concrete slab repair is currently 
getting bids for concrete and sealant, which is due January 24.

Old Business: None
New Business: Please note that the Board of Aldermen meetings 

will be on the 2nd Thursday of each month until further notice. The 
next meeting will be Thursday, January 13, 2022.
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RECURRING EVENTS: 

Bingo: 1st Sunday, Wentzville American Legion 1 p.m. 636-327-8213.
Breakfast: St. Vincent De Paul Church, Dutzow. 1st Sundays, Nov. 

through May. 8–11:30 a.m.
Breakfast: IHM Church, New Melle. 2nd Sunday (except Oct.) 8–11 a.m.
Breakfast: Immaculate Conception, Augusta. Every 4th Sunday.
Boone-Duden Historical Society: Museum and Archives at the 

Kamphoefner House, 3565 Mill St., New Melle. Open 2nd and 4th 
Sundays 12:30–4 p.m. Call 636-359-6175 for details.

Boone Country 4-H Club: Every 2nd Monday, 7 p.m. at New Melle VFW. 
(Ages 5 to 18.) For more information call 636-970-3000.

Callaway 4-H Club: 2nd Thursday of every month. 7 p.m. at St. John's 
United Church of Christ in Cappeln, MO.

Chicken & Fish: 1st Friday, October–April. Marthasville Community 
Club. Drive-thru only. 4–7 p.m. For info call 636-433-2204

Chicken Dinner: 2nd Friday, Oct. through Feb., New Melle VFW. 5–8 p.m.
Friends of Historic Augusta Museum: 275 Webster Street. Open 1–4 

p.m. on 1st Sunday May–Aug; 3rd Sunday in Sept. & by appt. Call 
636-448-4034.  Meetings 2nd Tuesday, 6 p.m.

Genealogy Library: 1022 First Capitol (under Red Rose Salon) St. 
Charles. Tues. Wed. & Fri. 9 a.m. – 2 p.m. 636-724-6668.

Greater Augusta Area Chamber of Commerce: Second Monday 6:30 
p.m. at various locations. Confirm time/date: 636-228-4005.

Mechanicsville Masons Lodge: Meetings 2nd & 4th Mondays, 7:30 p.m.
New Melle Board of Aldermen: 2nd & 4th Thursdays, 7 p.m. City Hall.
New Melle Chamber of Commerce: Second Thursday of each month at 

locations posted at www.newmellechamber.com. RSVP via 
Facebook.

New Melle Friendship Society: 1st Monday (2nd if Holiday) of odd 
months except for May, St. Paul's Lutheran-New Melle. 636-398-
5952.

New Melle Market: Every Saturday, May 29 to October 30. 8:00 a.m. - 
noon. Hwy D and Z (Gravel lot behind IHM Chapel and Liz's Bar.)

New Melle Planning & Zoning: First Tuesdays, 7:00 p.m. City Hall.
New Melle VFW Post 5651: Queen of Hearts Every Wed. 5–8 p.m. 

Drawing 7:30 p.m. Ticket sales end at 7 p.m.  Meetings 3rd Thurs. 7:30 
p.m.

St. Vincent de Paul Food Pantry New Melle: Open 1st & 3rd Sat. 9-10:30 
a.m. Volunteers meeting: 3rd Monday, 6 p.m. Join us!

TOPS - Take Off Pounds Sensibly: Every Wed. 9:30 a.m. Wentzville 
United Methodist Church, 725 Wall St. 636-639-6549

Trapshooting:  Daniel Boone Gun Club, Hwy. 94. Trapshooting First 
Friday April & May, and July–October, 7 p.m., and meat shoot every 
4th Sunday 12:30 p.m. 100 bird derbies in May and July. More info 
call 636-987-2483. Everyone welcome.

Trapshooting: New Melle VFW, 555 Foristell Road. Every Tuesday Night 
May through October 1. Second Sundays Nov.-Mar. 12 noon.

Card Shoots: New Melle VFW, 555 Foristell Road. 3rd Sunday of the 
month, 12 noon, Oct.–March. Hosted by Marine Corps League 1393.

*     All info is subject to change without notice. 

What to Do...Where to Go...Who to See * (Visit the Calendar at www.boonecountryconnection.com)

JANUARY
7 Marthasville Community Club Chicken and Fish Dinner. Drive 

thru only, $13 from 4 - 7 p.m. 636-433-2204.
22 Our Lady's Inn 40th Anniversary Trivia Night at CBC High 

School, 1850 De La Salle Dr., St. Louis, MO 63141 See pg. 3.
22 Karaoke Night at New Melle VFW Post 5651 at 7 p.m. See pg. 4.
22 NMSR Trivia Night—Silent auctions, raffle and much more. See 

enclosed flyer.
26 New Melle Community Red Cross Blood Drive - NMSR - 1 - 6 p.m. 

See pg. 2.
29 Chili Cook-Off New Melle VFW 5 p.m. See pg. 4.
29 Loyal Order of Squirrels Trivia Night at NMSR. Doors open at 5:15 

p.m. See pg. 5.

FEBRUARY
6 & 7 New Melle Community Passion Play rehearsals begin.  See pg. 2 

for more info.
26 K of C at IHM Night at the Races at 6:30 p.m. See pgs. 3 & 4 for 

more info.
26 Daniel Boone PTO Mardi Gras Dinner Auction at O'Day Lodge in 

O'Fallon.  Doors open at 5 p.m. See pg. 3. 

All info subject to change without notice.
Visit the community calendar at www.boonecountryconnection.com.
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Unclassified Ads January Word Search  All About Squirrel Drey’s

With most deciduous trees having lost their leaves, squirrel nests 
or dreys are more noticeable. Red Squirrels and Eastern Gray Squirrels 
both build dreys.

The Red Squirrels are round, grassy balls, 8” – 10” in diameter. In 
contrast, Gray Squirrel nests are usually larger and made of sticks and 
leaves. The dreys most commonly seen are made by Gray Squirrels. 
Usually 30 or more feet high, these shelters are typically built near 
the tree’s main trunk, in a crotch where several small branches meet, 
or on a strong, thick limb. 

Construction occurs in the summer or early fall before trees 
have formed the abscission layers that cause leaves to separate and 
fall from branches. Therefore, the leaves on a drey’s branches tend to 
remain for quite some time, forming an effective water-shedding 
outer layer.

Branches are loosely woven into a foot-wide hollow sphere. The 
drey is lined with insulating grass, moss, leaves, and shredded bark. 
Usually, one entrance/exit hole faces the trunk (to keep the rain out). 
Often squirrels build two dreys, giving themselves another shelter 
option should one nest be disturbed by a predator or overrun with 
parasites.

One squirrel usually inhabits a drey, but two are known to 
occupy a single drey to keep warm in the winter. Gray Squirrels give 
birth in late winter and again in the summer. A more protective tree 
cavity usually serves as a nursery in the winter and a drey in 
summer. The average drey is only used for a year or two before being 
abandoned.

January's word search information came from the website 
Naturally Curious with Mary Holland who is an author of award-
winning nature guides at https://
naturallycuriouswithmaryholland.wordpress.com/2017/12/11/gray-
squirrel-dreys/

LOOKING FOR A HOUSE KEEPER: 
3-5 days a week. We are in the 
Defiance area. Duties include keeping 
up on cleaning, organizing and 
possible errands to run. If you have 
children in school, this would be the 
perfect job to have during school 
hours. This job is available right away 
so if you are interested or just have 
questions about the job please contact 
Stephanie at ssyberg103@yahoo.com 
or text 636-578-5423.

JOB OPPORTUNITIES: Due to 
increasing enrollment, we are 
needing a part time Cook, Lead 
Teachers and Teachers’ Aides. Call 
636-398-3000 or apply at Ages and 
Stages Learning Center, 3925 Hwy. D, 
Defiance, MO.

HAIR STYLIST WANTED: Rent or 
commission. New Melle area. Call for 
more information: 636-828-4720.

SEWING/ALTERATIONS: Anyone in 
need of mending, alterations, custom 
sewing such as dresses for any 
occasion, curtains, pillows or any 
sewing need please call Betty at 636-
299-2779.

PREMIERE RECEPTION FACILITY: 
IHM Parish Center, New Melle. 
Beautifully decorated interior. 40-
350 guests., For more info call 
636.398.5270.

HELP WANTED:  Bavarian 
Smokehaus, New Melle, MO. Please 
call 636-828-4189 for more 
information.
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