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NMSR Presents the 69th Annual New 
Melle Festival June 9  11

The Annual New Melle Festival begins on Thursday evening, June 
9 and concludes Saturday evening, June 11. Get ready to enjoy 
carnival rides, live entertainment, cold drinks and, of course, our 

world-famous gizzards all right here in New Melle!
Admission prices for the festival - Thursday Night is only $2 per 

person or $1 with a canned food donation. Friday and Saturday are $5 
per person, and 12 and under are free. See the enclosed flyer for Festival 
pricing details. 

The Festival kicks off Thursday evening from 6 to 10 p.m. for 
Family Night. The 3rd Annual Little Miss and Mister Pageant will take 
place inside the hall at 6:30 p.m. Registration is now open and will close 
online at noon on Thursday, June 9. To register, visit 
www.newmellesportsandrec.com/2021-festival. Admission for 
Thursday’s Family Night includes Straatman Feed Agri-Land, face 
painting, balloon artists, the magic show, NMFPD demos and an 

Continued on Page 17

Vietnam War Mural Dedication in 
Wentzville
By Kathy Miller

On Tuesday morning, May 
24, 2022, the Wentzville 
American Legion Post 

323 dedicated a 12’ x 18’ foot 
mural honoring all who served 
in the Vietnam War effort. This 
dedication coincided with the 
annual Vietnam Veterans 
Motorcycle Run for the Wall in 
Washington D.C. Over 500 riders 
arrived in Wentzville Monday 
evening and attended the 
morning dedication before 
beginning the next leg of their 
journey. Colonel Brett Hanke 

Gene Ackmann: 45 Years of Making Music, 
Making Friends, Making Memories
By Dianne Sudbrock

If you were a child of the 50s 
or 60s you came of age 
during a phenomenal period 

in music history — the birth of 
rock and roll. It’s probably safe 
to say that most people from 
that era still love the music of 
their youth, now officially 
known as “The Oldies.”

Helping to keep that music 
alive, and the youthful 
memories that come with it, is 
one of the premier bands in the 
St. Louis region: Butch Wax and 
The Hollywoods; as well as a 

Continued on Page 14

Gene Ackmann holding a vintage jar of 
Butch Hair Wax, the band’s namesake.

Continued on Page 19

The 12’ x 18’ foot mural dedicated at the 
Tuesday morning ceremony.
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IHM Rummage Sale Starts June 15

The Marion Council at Immaculate Heart of Mary Church in New 
Melle, 8 W Hwy. D, will hold their annual rummage sale on 
Wednesdays - June 15 and 22, Fridays - June 17 and 24, and 

Saturdays - June 18 and 25. Hours will be 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. on each of those 
days.  Donations will be accepted May 28 to June 15 under the pavilion 
by Founders Hall. Items accepted include clean, stain free, wearable 
clothing; functional household items; hardback and paperback books. 
Absolutely no TVs or appliances can be accepted. Thank you for your 
support. We look forward to seeing you there. See the enclosed flyer for 
more information. 

AllYouCanEat Breakfast
New Melle VFW – 555 Foristell Rd.

Sunday, June 5 from 8 – noon
Veterans receive a free meal courtesy TAC Travel 

and a free Mimosa or Bloody Mary courtesy 
Blondin Professional Real Estate.

Thank You from Greiwe and Vance 
Families

Just wanted to say a big thank you to the Daniel Boone Gun Club 
and the Daniel Boone 4-H Club for all the hard work to make our 
fundraiser a great success. We feel so blessed to live in a community 
that has stepped up and supported my mom and dad, and Rich and me 
through this unexpected journey. Thank you from the bottom of our 
hearts, and God Bless You All!

Sincerely,
Bob and Wanda Greiwe
Rich and Marcia Vance

St. Vincent de Paul School 14th 
Annual Dinner Auction July 30

St. Vincent de Paul School, Dutzow, is holding its 14th Annual 
Dinner Auction on Saturday, July 30, at the Washington Knights of 
Columbus, 1121 Columbus Lane, Washington, MO. Doors open at 5 

p.m. For reservations, call Sally Jasper at 636-235-8119. For donations, call 
Kurt Breckenkamp at 636-433-5825 or Eric Stern at 314-825-6174. 
Proceeds to benefit St. Vincent de Paul School, Dutzow. 
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Dale Kolb Memorial Shoot  June 12

The Dale Kolb Memorial Shoot will be held on June 12, 2022, at the 
Daniel Boone Gun Club, 4040 S Hwy. 94, Defiance. Registration is 
open from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. The shoot consists of nine classes in 

men's, women's and kid's; all targets from 16 yards. Prizes for 1st, 2nd, 
and 3rd in each class.

Proceeds from the event will support local youth in the St. Charles 
County 4-H Shooting Sports. Food and drinks will be available for 
purchase.

Finding Augusta’s Roots Show & Tell 
June 5

The Friends of Historic Augusta are holding the first annual 
Finding Augusta’s Roots - A Show & Tell of History on Sunday, 
June 5, from 1 - 4 p.m. at the History Museum at the August Sehrt 

House on Webster Street, Augusta, MO. 
The History Museum welcomes all residents of Augusta and 

surrounding areas to bring their treasures, stories and photos to this 
historic show and tell event. Family heirlooms or historic items do not 
necessarily have to be from Augusta but may represent Augusta’s 
history. 

Be prepared to share your story, item or photo with others. RSVP is 
preferred but not required to participate in the show and tell; please 
email Angela Stephens at augustahideout@gmail.com. Visit 
augustamomuseum.com for more information about the event and the 
museum. 

CROSSROADS ARTS COUNCIL
310 W PEARCE, WENTZVILLE 

www.crossroadsartscouncil.org
UPCOMING CLASSES

Tag Books Art Class  Friday  June 10
Mommy & Me Art Class  Saturday  June 18

Bookmark Class  Sunday  June 26
Meditative Art Class  Saturday   July 16

Abstract Circles Accordion Book  Sunday  July 17
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EXPIRES June 30, 2022

Wentzville Rod Runs June 3 and 
August 5

The Wentzville Rod Run dates for 2022 are June 3 and August 5 
from 6 to 9 p.m. There is a $10 donation to cruise. Proceeds are 
typically used for youth drug prevention programs. Watch for 

more information on Facebook as the event nears.

St. John’s UCC Weldon Spring 
Monthly Barbecue

St. John’s UCC in Weldon Sping, 945 Wolfrum Rd., is hosting a 
monthly barbecue on the third Saturday of each month through 
October; June 18, July 16, August 20, September 17 and October 15. 

The barbecues will be from 11:00 a.m. to 3 p.m. (or until sold out.) 
Bring your family and friends or order for your weekend 

entertaining. Dine-in, carryout or delivery is available (orders of 10 or 
more required for delivery within a 10-mile radius.)

Visit stjohnsweldonsping.org or Facebook for more information. 

Bethany U.C.C. Potluck Social 
Returns June 5

The congregation at Bethany United Church of Christ in 
Schluersburg is holding its Annual Potluck Social on Sunday, June 
5, 2022, beginning at noon. The main course of barbecued pork 

sausages, sloppy joes and hot dogs will be provided along with coffee 
and lemonade.

Please bring a side dish or dessert to share. Free will offerings will 
be accepted to help with church expenses. Some inside seating, outside 
picnic tables or carry outs will be available. Please join us, we missed 
the past two years because of the virus. Everyone is invited to attend 
and enjoy a fun-filled day. Directions, 1 mile off of Hwy. F on 
Schluersburg Road. For more information email 
rjentzsc37@centurylink.net. 
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See The Event Calendars on page 26.

Jr. Service League of St. Charles County 
Benefit Golf Tournament June 26

Jr. Service League of St. Charles County will host its 20th Annual 
Fundraiser Golf Tournament on Sunday, June 26. The tournament 
begins at 1 p.m. at the Golf Club of Incline Village in Foristell, MO. 

The entry fee is $110 with professional scoring and includes beverages, 
snacks, (lunch served at noon) and a steak dinner after the 
tournament. Attendance prizes will be awarded. 

Prizes will be given for 1st and 2nd place in each flight, the 
longest drive and closest to the pin.   Hole Sponsors are $50 each and 
will be posted at each hole. 

The registration deadline is June 16, with NO EXCEPTIONS. 
Contact Carol Weaver, President, at 636-639-1497 or e-mail 
stevetheweave1@juno.com.

Our organization buys shoes for the underprivileged children of 
St. Charles County. Each year we purchase $10,000 worth of shoes. 
This golf tournament is our main fundraiser; please help us support a 
worthy cause. 

St. Paul's Lutheran Kidz Carnival 
July 16

St. Paul's Lutheran Church in New Melle will host their second 
annual Kidz Carnival on Saturday, July 16, 2022 from 11 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Activities include games, prizes, a petting zoo, magician, 

balloon artist, a bounce house and face painting. There will also be free 
hot dogs, chips and ice cream. Donations will be accepted for the St. 
Vincent de Paul Food Pantry in New Melle. Mark your calendars now 
and watch for more details in the July Boone Country Connection. 
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WCHS Museum & General 
Membership Meeting June 21

Please join the Wentzville Community Historical Society (WCHS) 
for the next General Membership meeting on Tuesday, June 21. 
The meeting will be held at the Wentzville Community Club, 500 

W. Main, Wentzville.
The June meeting begins at 6:30 p.m., and our special guests are the 

Allen sisters: Laura Schlipp, Genie Allen, Carrie Benkowich, and Mary Jo 
Mosley. They will share the story and pictures of the exhumation and 
reburial of family ancestors, including Mary Jane Fairchild so that the 
Wentzville Bend Development could proceed.

Bring your friends and neighbors – everyone is welcome. A catered 
meal, buffet-style from West Allen Grill for $15, will be available. 
Registration is required for dinner reservations, please contact Bill 
Vehige at 636-272-5506 by Sunday, June 19, or email 
WentzvilleCHS@mail.com. In the subject line, please put Meal 
Reservations and let us know the number of reservations needed and 
the names of each individual in the email. The doors open at 6:00 p.m., 
and the program will begin at approximately 7:15 p.m.

Visit the Wentzville Community Historical Society's (WCHS) 
Museum at 310 W. Pearce Blvd, M-F, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. Visit often; we 
continue to have new items on display!

Bethel Hills Community Open House 
June 26

Join the Bethel Hills Community on Sunday, June 26, for an open 
house and dedication of the newest and most extensive remodel. 
The Bethel Hills community in Dutzow, MO, is being developed by 

the Advocates for Community Choice (ACC) and their many donors and 
volunteers. Their vision is a faith-based community where adults with 
and without developmental disabilities live, learn and worship 
together and live life to the fullest. This is one of the many unique 
features that Bethel Hills offers: the all-inclusive community. Those 
without disabilities live alongside adults with intellectual or 
developmental disabilities as good neighbors with giving and caring 
DNA.

The open house is from 1 - 4 p.m.; the dedication and a brief 
ceremony to honor the volunteer tradespeople is at 2 p.m. All the 
buildings will be open for the public to view during the event.  There 
will be live music by the Proclamation Brass Band, and refreshments 
will be served. The entire community is invited to attend and celebrate 
the accomplishments of the Bethel Hills Community, 10450 Voelkerding 
Road, Dutzow, MO, 63357.

To learn more about the Bethel Hills Community, please visit 
https://bethelhills.org/. 
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Augusta Ramble Concert Series June 4

The Augusta Ramble Concert Series 
continues with Rogers and 
Nienhaus on Saturday, June 4 at 7 

p.m. at The Harmonie Verein Cultural 
Arts Center, 5333 Hackman Rd., Augusta, 
MO. Admission is $10 and snacks, beer and 
wine will be available for purchase to 
support The Harmonie Verein.

Two exceptional musicians with a 
lifelong performance career on the world stage, Rogers and Nienhaus, are 
just that, world-class. With pristine harmonies and searing 
instrumentation, they are truly a “not-to-be-missed” act - whether 
performing as a duo or with The Rogers and Nienhaus Band.

Terry Jones Rogers & Scott Nienhaus have been performing together 
since meeting in Nashville, Tennessee, in 1993 when Terry invited Scott 
to join the newly formed group, The Byrds Celebration, along with Byrds 
alumni Skip Battin and Gene Parsons. Both Terry and Scott had storied 
pasts when they began their long career working together. Terry 
recorded at famed Capricorn Records Studio with The Pound & Rogers 
Band and toured the world with many classic rock veterans. Scott 
recorded on Blueberry Hill Records with the band Acousticity and toured 
the world with The Nicolette Larson Band. Now based out of the St. Louis 
Metro area, Rogers and Nienhaus have become local favorites with fiery 
performances and flawless harmonies. The duo also performs nationally 
and internationally.

For more information on Rogers and Nienhaus, go to: one-
eyedparrot.com/rogers-and-nienhaus.html. For more information on The 
Augusta Ramble Concert Series and The Harmonie Verein visit 
www.augustaharmonieverein.org  or www.facebook.com/augustaramble.
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DBE 5th Graders Visit the NMFPD 
Firehouse
Information provided by Doug Busken and Angie Chilcutt

On April 27, the 5th 
graders from Daniel 
Boone Elementary 

walked to the New Melle 
Fire Protection District 
(NMFPD) firehouse for a 
field trip. The visit started 
with tours of the station and 
the 8914 Rescue/ Pumper 
truck. The demonstrations 
were set up in four stations 
for the four classes to rotate 
through. One of the stations 
was a smoke-out room 
(using a training smoke 
machine) in the 
basement to teach 
how smoke travels 
and the importance 
of keeping doors 
closed at night when 
you sleep. 

Next was the 
water rescue 
demonstration and 
rope bag throw. The 
students learned 
about water rescue 
and the importance 
of rescuing without 
getting in the water, if at all possible. A trained rescuer will first reach 
with a tree limb, tool or other means. Next would be to throw a rope 
and still not get into the water. Rowing would be the third option; using 
a boat and getting as close as possible, keeping yourself out of the water. 
The fourth option is to go in the water. With this option, a trained 
rescuer will have the appropriate rescue gear, including a dry water 
rescue suit, gloves, boots, helmet, a personal floatation device, a rescue 
rope and other trained rescue personnel.  

Demonstrations of CPR (Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation) was 
another station. The students used CPR mannequins to perform chest 
compressions and Ambu bags to help oxygenate mannequins. 

The last station that the students rotated through demonstrated 
how a 1 3/4 inch hose line was deployed. Using the nozzle, they were 
able to flow water and get a feel for the weight and pressure of a 
handline used by firefighters.

Two volunteer firefighters demonstrated how they don their 
firefighting gear and SCBA (Self Contained Breathing Apparatus) for 
the students. The day concluded with lunch provided by the 
firefighters for the 5th-grade students. Doug Busken, a Captain from the 
NMFPD, said, "The firefighters look forward to having the 5th graders 
visit each year and enjoy the day spent with the kids.”

Angie Chilcutt, a parent of one of the students, said, “This is such a 
great example of our amazing firefighters and the Daniel Boone 
Elementary teachers and the big impact they make in our New Melle 
Community.” 

BDHS Presents the French Creole 
Founding of Missouri June 20

The Boone Duden Historical Society 
(BDHS) and Missouri Humanities 
present "In French Fiddle Tunes 

and Tall Tales: The French Founding of 
Missouri" by Dennis Stroughmatt. The 
program will be Monday, June 20 at 7 p.m. 
at Femme Osage United Church of Christ, 
4360 Cappeln Osage Rd, Augusta, MO 
63332. It is free and open to the public. 

Fiddler and cultural historian 
Dennis Stroughmatt became acquainted 
with the historically French Creole 
community of Old Mines, Missouri, as a 
student three decades ago and learned 
the community’s music and folklore from 
its tradition-bearers. He is now recognized as one of the foremost 
experts on the French Creole culture of North America, especially that 
of the old Illinois Country (encompassing much of present-day Illinois, 
Missouri, and Indiana.) He has made numerous recordings and received 
awards from national cultural institutions. He travels extensively 
throughout the country as both a musical performer and an educational 
speaker and teaches at Illinois  Eastern Community College. 

Beginning in 1699 with the building of villages like Cahokia and 
Kaskaskia along the Mississippi River, and later Ste Genevieve and St. 
Louis, French colonists from Western France and Quebec would merge 
with the native populations of modern-day Missouri. This created a 
Creole culture that is still unique from its cousins in Louisiana and 
Canada even today. 

As this early Missouri population grew throughout the mid and 
late 18th century and changed the wild Missouri landscape to one with 
a distinctly French flavor, it would eventually leave its legacy through 
not only town names and landmarks, but also songs, language, stories, 
and food. 

Via 300 hundred-year-old songs and stories, this exciting program 
will take the listener on a fascinating trip through the French Creole 
history of Missouri from both a historical and cultural perspective. It 
will highlight the enduring French identity of places like Ste Genevieve 
and Old Mines through ancient French folktales, haunting ballads, and 
foot-stomping fiddle tunes.

Please join us for an evening of tall tales, fiddle tunes, and fun and 
learn some history about Missouri French Creole history along the way. 
The Boone Duden Historical Society is a non-profit organization 
dedicated to the preservation of local history in Southern St. Charles 
County and southeastern Warren County. 

Volunteer firefighter Grant Litteken and 
Alex Chilcutt during the fire hose 
demonstration.

L  R: Tom Fox and Dennis Goins demonstrate 
CPR to a 5thgrade class. 
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FHHS Athletic Scholarship Recipient

Local college athletes/scholars are welcome to 
submit announcements to the Boone Country 

Connection at kathy@boonecountryconnection.com 
for publication on a spaceavailable basis and at 

the discretion of the editor. 

Kory McCauley will play basketball and plans to attend the 
University of Health Science & Pharmacy in St. Louis, MO. He is 
pictured with his parents Ira (DVM) and Kellie McCauley.

2022 Area VBS Programs
Below is a summary of area VBS programs available this summer, if 
your nonprofit organization would like to added to this list please email 
kathy@boonecountryconnection.com.

Shiloh United Methodist Church, 1515 Hwy. T, Foristell, MO 63348 - 
Food Truck Party - On a Roll with God! - July 25 to 28 from 6 to 8:15 p.m. 
VBS is open for children 3 to 11 (summer before 6th grade) to register, 
go to our website: shiloh-methodist.com. Join us at Shiloh for music, 
crafts, storytelling, science, recreation, snacks and a God-centered 
mission. 
IHM New Melle, 8 Highway D, New Melle, MO 63365 - Wilderness 
Adventure Through the Sacraments - July 11 to 15 from 9 a.m. to noon. 
Open for all ages, including nursery. Special teams, volunteers, and 
participants are needed. Register at ihm-newmelle.org.
Dardenne Baptist Church, 2345 Oak Drive, O’Fallon, MO 63368 - 
Evening VBS - June 20 to 24, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Pre-register online at 
www.dardennebaptistchurch.org or call 636-625-2015. Pre-registration is 
not required. 
Peace Lutheran Church, 9320 Phoenix Village Parkway, O’Fallon, MO 
63368 - Celebrating God’s Greatness - July 18 to 22 from 6 to 8 p.m. Ages 3 
years (potty-trained or with a parent) to 5th grade. Register online at 
vbspro.events/p/ad1a79 or call 636-561-8282. Join us for music, crafts, 
games, snacks and the Bible. 
St. Paul Lutheran, New Melle will be participating in the Wentzville 
Lutheran Church VBS, 632 East Highway N, Wentzville, MO 63385 - Monumental 
VBS, kids explore the sunbaked Southwestern desert as they dig into God’s 
great love.  June 13 to 17 from 9 a.m. - noon. Visit www.vbspro.events/p/
immanuelwentzville for more information or to register. 
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Pick up your copy of the Boone Country Connection 
at these area locations.  

Short Shop’s Store, New Melle Post Office, White Wolf Pub & Grill, 
New Melle Animal Hospital, Liz’s Bar & Grill, Straatmann Feed, New 
Melle  Dental, Peoples Savings Bank, Hair Care by Rita, Maracas 
Restaurant,  Catala Facial Retreat & Spa, The Quarry Wine Garden, 
Boone’s Trail  Branch Library, Daniel Boone School, St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church,  Friedens UCC, IHM Catholic Church, Bavarian Smoke Haus, 
Ages & Stages Learning Center,  Double D Market, Piazza Deli, Deja Du 
Hair & Nails, Sorenson’s Kennel,  Defiance Ridge Vineyards, Good 
News Brewing, Defiance Post Office, Defiance Road House, Terry and 
Kathy's Bar, St. Paul's UCC-Defiance,  Sugar Creek Winery, Christ 
Lutheran Church, Stone Ledge Antiques, Root Food + Wine, Ebenezer  
UCC, Gallery Augusta, Augusta Post Office, Augusta Emporium, 
Augusta Library,  Immaculate Conception Church, Noboleis Vineyards, 
Balducci’s  Vineyards, St. Vincent’s Church, First Community St.  Bank-
Dutzow, Illusions by Stephanie, Dutzow Post Office, Marthasville Post 
Office, K&R Market, Foristell Post  Office, Shiloh UMC Church, Coop 
Assoc. #2 Feed Store, Centerfield’s Store, Lake Sherwood Mail Center, 
St. John’s UCC- Cappeln, Femme Osage  UCC, Bethany UCC, Overstock 
Outlet-Lake St. Louis, Stefanina's Wentzville.

Subscriptions are available. 
Read online at boonecountryconnection.com.
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Augusta Elementary 6th Graders Visit 
the Historic Augusta Museum
Story and Photos submitted by Angela Stephens

On Tuesday, April 26, sixth-graders from Augusta Elementary 
visited the Historic Augusta Museum to explore and learn about 
the town’s history. 

The sixth-graders were treated to a history lesson from Tom 
Whelan, a retired history teacher. He played the part of Cpt. Klondike of 
the "Augusta 6th Regiment.”  

The Captain asked for two volunteers to scout our path and carry 
the American Flag; as we forged ahead and walked towards the museum 
on Webster St.  

Once there, the kids enjoyed an excellent history lesson; the 
children asked and answered questions.  They also learned a fun fact, 
that their school mascot was originally the Augusta Owl. 

The tour ended outside in the Friendship Garden, where we had a 
"rally cry" to save our history. 

The kids were tasked with writing an essay or creating a work of 
art for their graduation night awards. The skies were blue, and a calm 
65-degree wind helped safely guide us back to the school. We are all 
looking forward to the next adventure…
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This year, nine phenomenal candidates are participating in the 
69th consecutive New Melle Festival Queen Pageant Program. 
Miss Maleah Auping of Marthasville, sponsored by Karrenbrock 

Construction; Miss Taylor Brewer of Foristell, sponsored by Main Street 
Real Estate; Miss Sydney Deason of Foristell, sponsored by Sorenson 
Kennels; Miss Kaya Goertz of Defiance, sponsored by Catala Facial 
Retreat; Miss Jenna McMullen of Marthsaville, sponsored by Brandes 
Farms, LLC.; Miss Maggie Molitor of Wright City, sponsored by Tuepker 
Brothers Construction; Miss Khyla Schiermeier of Defiance, sponsored 
by Drainscapes; Miss Calais Smith of Defiance, sponsored by Porky 
Joerling Trucking; and Miss Briana Welge of Wentzville, sponsored by 
New Melle 411. 

The Pageant Program was officially underway as the group of 
candidates and judges met in late March to kick things off at BC's 
Kitchen for a formal dinner. This year's judges are Heather Erwin of 
Wentzville, Shawna Hugo of Warrenton, and Kaci Lueking, also of 
Wentzville. 

Early events included participating in the Defiance St. Patrick's Day 
Parade, volunteering for the annual New Melle Chamber of Commerce 
Easter Egg Hunt, and attending the annual craft night.  Candidates 
created arm-knitted blankets and other wooden treasures at AR 
Workshop in Chesterfield. In April and May, the candidates were busy 
planning and hosting the eighth annual "Kickin' It For Cancer" kickball 
tournament held in loving memory of Trevor Joerling at NMSR on 
Friday, May 20. Following the tournament, the ladies enjoyed self-care 
services at the Halcyon Spa in Augusta later in the weekend. 

The annual Car Wash and Bake Sale will be on June 4 from 9 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. at the NMFPD Station #1. Come out and support the pageant 
and our hard-working candidates! 

LR Calais Smith, Maggie Molitor, Briana Welge, Maleah Auping, 
Kaya Goertz, Jenna McMullen, Taylor Brewer, Khyla Schiermeier and 
Sydney Deason. Photo courtesy of Audrey Lee Photography.

The 69th New Melle Festival Queen 
Candidates

Raffle tickets will also be for sale; $1 each or 6/$5. The raffle 
tickets are sold for a chance to win cash prizes, and the drawing will 
take place during Festival announcements on Saturday evening, June 11; 
ticket winners need not be present at the Festival. If you are interested 
in purchasing raffle tickets, please reach out to jenna.paul31@gmail, and 
she will help connect you with an eager candidate!  

The candidates will be hosting the third annual Little Miss and 
Mister Pageant on Thursday, Family Night at the Festival. Registration is 
now open. Check out the New Melle Festival Queen Pageant FB page to 
get all the details and register your Little Miss or Mister! 

The 69th New Melle Festival Queen Pageant will be inside the hall 
on Friday, June 10 at 7 p.m., where the scholarship winners and titles 
will be announced. You can also catch the candidates during the 
Festival parade. Head to the streets of New Melle to reserve your spot 
and soak up all that the Festival parade has to offer, on Saturday, June 
11 at 12:30p.m.

Thank you to our wonderful community for the continued support 
of the New Melle Festival Queen Pageant and the traditions that have 
followed, making this the 69th consecutive pageant season. We can't do 
it without our sponsors, ticket buyers, and Festival patrons!
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Both players and spectators enjoyed NMSR concessions, along with 
craft beer generously donated by Good News Brewing. With kickball 
play starting at 5 p.m., teams were guaranteed to play two games before 
moving into the finalist games. Eight teams moved on to later games, 
which led to the semi-finalist and championship games. Shortly after 
sunset, the Joerling family and close friends released a memorial 
lantern into the sky in the loving memory and remembrance of Trevor 
Joerling. Following the lantern release, the 50/50 raffle winner was 
drawn, and a tournament attendant donated all proceeds, which totaled 
a little over $350, back to Friends of Kids with Cancer. The 
championship game wrapped up shortly after 11 p.m., deeming 
Freeballers, led by team captain Courtney Laughlin, as the tournament 
champions, with Patty Ann Kickers (Rubinstein) coming in second.  

Tournament shirts are still available for purchase for those who 
could not attend the tournament. If interested, please reach out to 
jenna.paul31@gmail.com. The Pageant coordinator, Jenna Paul, as well as 
the 2022 candidates, Maleah Auping, Taylor Brewer, Sydney Deason, 
Kaya Goertz, Jenna McMullen, Maggie Molitor, Khyla Schiermeier, Calais 
Smith, and Briana Welge, would like to send a heartfelt and sincere 
thank you to every person that made this tradition possible to move 
forward this year. THANK YOU to the team captains, the bracket 
makers and scorekeepers, 
the captains and players, 
the spectators, the business 
sponsors, and the NMSR 
employees and personnel! 

With the community's 
support, the New Melle 
Festival Queen Pageant is 
well on track to send a 
$6,000 donation to Friends 
of Kids with Cancer this 
year! Cumulatively, the 
New Melle Festival Queen 
Pageant has been able to 
donate over $35,000 to the 
Friends of Kids with Cancer 
organization in loving 
memory of Trevor Joerling. 

The 2022 New Melle Festival Queen Candidates were excited to 
host the eighth annual Kickin' It for Cancer Kickball 
Tournament on Friday, May 20. A total of fourteen teams 

registered and came out to play to support the cause.
The team names for the 2022 tournament are as follows: Balls to 

the Walls (Becker - purple), Blondin Ballers (sponsored by Blondin 
Profesional Real Estate - gray), Fellowship of the Ball (Simon - red), 
Freeballers (Laughlin - light blue), Fresh Kicks of Ball Air (Moeller - 
light purple), The "I Do" Crew (sponsored by The Venue at Wildflower 
Ridge - black), The Mistakes (Mittler - green), Opossum (Muschany - 
white), The Other Halves (Burbes), The Primates (Burbes), Patty Ann 
Kickers (Rubinstein - orange), PSB Kicking Assets (sponsored by Peoples 
Savings Bank - navy), Quit Yer Pitchin' (Paul - blue), and Wine A Lot 
(sponsored by Catala Facial Retreat & Boutique - yellow). 

Tournament champions, The Freeballers, led by captain Courtney 
Laughlin. Photo courtesy of Lisa Wildschuetz.

Kickin’ It for Cancer Kickball 2022 
Tournament Winners

The Joerling family and close friends 
released a memorial lantern into the sky 
in the loving memory and remembrance of 
Trevor Joerling. 
Photo courtesy of Jenna Paul.
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PEOPLES SAVINGS BANK
RENDE CONTRACTING
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SORENSON KENNELS
STRAATMAN FEED STORE
THARP CONTRACTING, LLC.
THE RED BEAUTY SALON 
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TUEPKER BROS. CONSTRUCTION
U1DS 
WHITE WOLF PUB & GRILL
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2022 Kickin' It for Cancer Kickball Tournament Sponsors
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smaller off-shoot known as The Garden Party. The leader of 
both bands is Gene Ackmann. Gene grew up in the Harvester 
area and attended Francis Howell High School (Class of 1972.) In 
his senior year, he was voted “Best Dressed” (which might 
explain why he’s a bit of a stickler when it comes to how his 
band members dress on stage!)

Gene started playing music when he joined the school band 
in Junior High. In High School he played in the Concert and 
Marching Bands, and served as Drum Major. Gene majored in 
Music in college. He learned a lot about music 
theory and various instruments, but what he 
really wanted was to play rock and roll.

Soon after he got his first “real job,” Gene 
bought a bass guitar and a keyboard, and started 
teaching himself how to play– by listening to 
records – mostly Chuck Berry.  He’d drop the 
needle on the record, ping out the chords by ear, 
and jot down the words to learn the lyrics.

One day, Gene saw an ad for a bass guitar 
player in a music store. He called the number, and 
it was Ronnie Schneider from New Melle. So 
Ronnie, Art Balducci and Rick Gibson (both from 
Wentzville), and Gene teamed up and started the 
band “Ruckus.” They played together for about 
three years, then Ronnie started another band, 
Coyote, which featured more country and 
country rock.  Gene stayed with Ruckus for a while, then played a 
couple of years with a band called Windfall.

Along the way, Gene met Billy Peek, a renowned St. Louis born, 
rock and roll/blues guitarist who had played with Chuck Berry, had 
been Rod Stewart’s lead guitarist for five years, and had his own St. 
Louis band that played a lot of Chuck Berry’s music. (Chuck Berry has 
been quoted as saying, “Billy [Peek] plays my music better than I do.”) 
Gene told Billy, “Hey, if you ever need a bass player, I’m a huge fan, and 
I know all of Chuck Berry’s music.” After Rod Stewart’s band dissolved 
in 1980, Gene played with Billy Peek for several years.

When Gene’s daughter was born, he took three years off from 
playing music to devote more time to raising her. Then about 1985, he 
got together with his sister, Donna (who taught music in the Francis 
Howell School District) and some others. “We put a little thing together 
and started doing a lot of oldies music, which I always liked,” he said. 
“The crowds liked it too, and we decided we needed to name the band 
something that sounded retro. I thought of Butch Wax, which guys used 
on their hair. I was thinking ‘Butch Wax and the Cadillacs’, but then 
someone suggested ‘Butch Wax and the Hollywoods’, which sounded 
really cool, so that’s what we went with.”

“It just so happened that oldies music was trending back at that 
time,” Gene said, “with shows like Happy Days and the movie American 
Graffiti. We started playing in a lot of places and having so much fun. 
And we continue to do that now, 37 years later.”

Current members of the Butch Wax band are Liz Henderson, 
Tandra Williams, Richie Daniels, Mike Lutz, Sonny McGraw, Rob Miller, 
Doc Simpson, and Gene. Of course, band members have changed over the 
years, “It’s a substantial commitment, and over time situations change – 
family things, job transfers, health issues. But we’ve always had great 
people in the band,” Gene said. “They are all professionals. We’re 
musicians, but we’re also friends. Everybody does their part, and that 
has contributed significantly to our success.”

Gene Ackmann...from Page 1

Continued on Page 15

Top, (LR): 1. Gene Ackmann’s basement walls are filled with photos 
and memorabilia from concerts he’s attended, stars he’s met, and other 
highlights from his music career.
2. In the early 90s, Butch Wax and the Hollywoods had their photo taken 
inside the Hardees restaurant on Mexico Road at Mid Rivers Mall 
Drive. The restaurant had a retro 1950s décor, and a photo of the band 
hung inside for several years. Mark Kersten, a longtime drummer with 
Butch Wax, rescued the photo several years later when the décor 
changed, and recently gave it to Gene as a keepsake.
3. The Garden Party (Richie Daniels, Liz Henderson and Gene 
Ackmann) at the Quarry Wine Garden in New Melle on May 22,
2022.
4. The Butch Wax Band (LR) Front: Liz Henderson, Tandra Williams. 
Back: Mike Lutz, Richie Daniels, Doc Simpson, Gene Ackmann, Rob 
Miller and Sonny McGraw.
More photos at www.boonecountryconnection.com.
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Early on, Gene said the management of the details sort of fell to 
him. “I remember being in bands where we stood around in between 
songs and said, ‘What do you want to play next?’” He said, “We don’t do 
that. I have a set list and click, click, click, down the list we go. Of 
course, the older I get, the larger the print on the list!” Gene plans the 
playlist with the goal to get the crowd moving and keep them engaged, 
and he changes things around frequently, so it stays fresh.

About seven years ago, when Gene knew he was going to retire, he 
wanted to put something else together. Butch Wax is a large band. It 
takes a large venue and costs more money. So along with Liz Henderson 
and Richie Daniels, (both from Butch Wax) he started The Garden Party 
Band. The Garden Party plays smaller venues, like wineries, city 
concerts in the park, private parties, etc. They play some of the oldies, 
but also incorporate California Classic Rock, 
Country Rock, and a little Classic Country, 
including selections from The Eagles, Rick 
Nelson, Vince Gill, Linda Ronstadt, Johnny 
Rivers, Fleetwood Mac, Creedence Clearwater 
Revival, Elvis, Brooks & Dunn, Chuck Berry, 
Patsy Cline and more.

For both bands, Gene is particular about 
what the band members wear on stage. “I don’t 
want to come out looking like we all just came 
in from cutting the grass,” he said. Before each 
performance, Gene emails the band with the 
colors the guys are wearing, the time to be 
there, etc. “Especially when you have ten people 
(eight band members plus two technicians in Butch 
Wax)  someone has to take charge.”

Through the years, Gene has met hundreds of 
well-known people in the music and entertainment 
industry, and has become friends with many of them. 
One of those friends is Sirius XM Radio DJ Pat St. John. 
At the beginning of every Butch Wax show, first you’ll 
hear “America the Beautiful” by Ray Charles, then the 
voice of Pat St. John saying, “Hey everybody, this is Pat 
St. John from Sirius XM Radio in sunny San Diego. If 
you’re ready to dance, get ready because here comes 
Butch Wax and the Hollywoods.” Then the band 
members all come out together in their stage clothes 
as the intro song plays.

The same sort of thing happens after every 
break. “There is one particular song that plays during each break. When 
the band hears that song, they know they have 2½ minutes before the 
voice of Pat St. John comes back and says, ‘Once again, please welcome 
Butch Wax and the Hollywoods!’ and we file back on stage together 
again. It’s all very professional, and keeps everyone on track.”

When Gene was playing with Billy Peek in St. Louis, he had the 
opportunity to meet several St. Louis music icons, including Chuck 
Berry, of course, but also Rock and Roll Hall of Famer Johnnie Johnson. 
Johnnie is considered one of the best blues and boogie-woogie piano 
players in the world. He played and recorded with such musical greats 
as Eric Clapton, The Rolling Stones, The Grateful Dead and more. 
Johnnie and Chuck Berry together wrote most of Berry’s top hits, and 
Johnnie was the inspiration behind the song, Johnny B. Goode. On all 
those songs, you’ll hear Johnnie’s unmistakable groove and pounding 
right-hand triplets. Johnnie and Chuck helped invent Rock and Roll and 
shape the way it would be played for generations to come.

Gene said, “Johnnie was an incredibly kind, humble, unassuming 
man, and we became close friends. Johnnie used to call me up, like after 
being on The David Letterman Show or something, and say, ‘Hey, I’ll be 
back in town later tonight. How about we go fishing tomorrow?’ So we’d 
spend the next day out here in the country fishing at my lake.”

Gene met many people in the industry through Johnnie, and 
Johnnie played with Butch Wax on their CDs and on stage on several 
occasions, including all of the Rams home games for four years, and the 
Cardinal Home Opener games for five years.

Johnnie also performed with Butch Wax when they recorded the 
Ram's theme song, “Gotta Go to Work”. Gene wrote the song, Dick 
Steltenpohl wrote the intro and horn lines, and Butch Wax recorded it 
and played it at all the rallies leading up to the Superbowl, plus at the 
Superbowl victory parade. “The town was electric that day. There were 
over 200,000 people there, singing along with something I helped create. 
It was a moment I’ll never forget!” Gene said. “We later did the same 

thing for the baseball Cardinals and the hockey 
Blues, writing and recording ‘Pennant Fever’ 
and ‘Let’s Go Blues.’”

In early 2003, Johnny Rivers came to St. 
Louis to be part of some recordings that Gene 
and Johnnie Johnson were doing together. 
Butch Wax did a show at the Casa Loma 
Ballroom that weekend, and both men joined 
the band onstage. Gene said, “How cool it was to 
be onstage with Johnnie Johnson on piano and 
Johnny Rivers on guitar performing classics like 
‘Memphis’, ‘Maybelline’ and ‘Midnight Special’. It 
was a night we’ll never forget!”
There have been some other memorable 

moments as well. Gene said, “One night, a woman 
was dancing and collapsed with a heart attack. One 
of the ladies in our band, Carol Rowley, was a nurse 
and gave her CPR. Later, I got a call from the TV 
show “Rescue 911” saying they wanted to feature that 
incident on their show. I thought it was a prank call 
at first, but it wasn’t. So we recreated the scene – 
wearing the same outfits, singing the same song and 
all that. The cool thing was that the woman who 
suffered the heart attack was there and got to meet 
Carol and others who helped save her. It was a 
touching reunion. (Google “Rescue 911 Fancy Dancer” 
to watch the segment.)

One of the most touching memories came in 
2018. Bill Asher, one of the victims in the Branson duck boat accident, 
was a friend of Gene’s and a huge fan of Butch Wax & the Hollywoods. 
Bill built a custom-made clock for Gene and gave it to him at a park 
concert on July 4 that year. He told Gene, “I won’t see you next week 
because we’re either going to Branson or Nashville – probably 
Nashville.” A few days later, Bill emailed that their plans had changed 
and they were going to Branson. Gene replied to the email, ending with 
the words “Safe travels.” 

“I still have that email,” he said.
Gene gave the eulogy at Bill’s funeral. A few weeks later, Bill 

Asher’s brother, Lynn, approached Gene and asked him and the other 
band members to sign a Butch Wax T-shirt. Bill was wearing the shirt 
when they recovered his body, and Lynn wanted to frame the shirt 
along with a copy of the eulogy. The band played two of Bill’s favorite 
songs that day, “Just my Imagination” and “Old Time Rock and Roll”. In 

Gene Ackmann...from Page 14

Gene and Johnnie Johnson

Custommade clock that Bill Asher 
made for Gene.

Continued on Page 16
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between the two songs, all the band members left the stage, went out 
into the crowd and hugged Lynn, his wife Carol, Bill’s daughter Jennifer, 
and other family members. “It was very emotional,” Gene said.

Later, Gene wrote a song in tribute to Bill Asher. “It is not a teary-
eyed ballad,” Gene explained. Bill was a veteran, he loved to dance, and 
he used to DJ for veterans’ events free of charge. The song is called “DJ 
to the Stars,” and it captures things about Bill, like he was a true-blue 
rock and roller, he loved music, and he loved dancing. It has an upbeat 
tempo. One of the verses goes like this.

Down on the Admiral, dancing to Bob Kuban,
Sunday afternoons, with his gal out groovin’
The life of the party, always having fun
You’ll always be forever young.
Dance, dance, dance, DJ to the Stars
Gene said, “The song just came together one afternoon while I was 

noodling around on the guitar and watching ‘The Andy Griffith Show.’” 
The band recorded the song on one of their CDs, and they play it out 
occasionally. Gene still keeps in touch with Bill’s family.

Another memory: Last December, Gene and his girlfriend, Danette 
Bader, went to 
Nashville for the 
Vince Gill and Amy 
Grant Christmas 
Show. “The show was 
fantastic, and we had 
a great time,” Gene 
said. “I had read about 
a little restaurant 
where Vince liked to 
go for breakfast. I told 
Danette, ‘I want to 
check out that 
restaurant so we can 
say we ate breakfast 
at the same place, and 
maybe we’ll get lucky, 
and Vince will walk 
in.’”

Gene Ackmann...from Page 15 When they arrived, Gene asked about Vince and was told, “Oh 
Yeah, he comes in here all the time.” Gene said, “So we were sitting there 
in this little booth, and next thing you know, the waitress comes by and 
says, ‘Hey, did you see who just walked in? That’s Vince Gill over there.’” 
She encouraged us to go talk to him. I told him who I was and that we 
were huge fans. Vince said, ‘You’re from St. Louis, huh? Do you know 
Dave Hinson?’ I said, ‘Yes, I used to play music with Dave,’ and Vince 
said, ‘I buy guitars from him.’ We had a nice conversation and got our 
photo taken with him.”

Over the years, Butch Wax & The Hollywoods has shared the stage 
with Johnny Rivers, Chuck Berry, Johnnie Johnson, Lou Rawls, Darius 
Rucker, Michael McDonald, The Nitty Gritty Dirt Band, Blake Shelton, 
The Guess Who, Theo Peoples, Billy Peek, The Rascals, The Association, 
The Lettermen, The Kentucky Headhunters, The Grassroots, Tammy 
Wynette, Frankie Avalon, and many others. They’ve done recordings 
with Johnnie Johnson, Johnny Rivers, Bonnie Raitt, Bruce Hornsby and 
more.

Personally, Gene has met many of his favorite music icons, The 
Eagles, Rick Nelson, The Beach Boys and others. His basement walls are 
filled with photos and memorabilia from those meetings and other 
highlights from his music career. He’s in the process of organizing all 
that into a book that he hopes to publish within the next year.

What else might you not know about Gene Ackmann? He’s a big fan 
of classic television shows, especially "The Andy Griffith Show" and 
"Little House on the Prairie." Gene loves to go to the Annual Cherry 
Blossom Festival in Marshfield, Missouri, where he’s met cast members 
from Little House and other classic TV shows. In 2021, Gene and Danette 
played small roles in a movie, “Mayberry Man,” set in Mount Airy, NC, 
where the actor Andy Griffith was born and "The Andy Griffith Show" 
was inspired. And for his “real job,” Gene worked in sales. He was hired 
by Blue Bunny Ice Cream to introduce their products to the St. Louis 
market. (Did you ever eat a free Blue Bunny Ice Cream sandwich at a 
Butch Wax concert? You have Gene to thank for that!)

You can enjoy Butch Wax and the Hollywoods and The Garden 
Party Band at several local venues in the coming months. Find 
schedules at butchwaxandthehollywoods.com and gardenpartystl.com, 
but for the latest updates, follow Gene Ackmann’s Facebook page.

Plan now to come out, enjoy the music, bring your friends and 
make some memories!

Gene and Danette with Vince Gill, Nashville, 
Dec. 2021.

A Garden Party tradition: Ladies from the crowd singing “We are 
Family” with Vicky Curriston and staff at The Quarry Wine Garden 
May 22, 2022.

People from the crowd, singing with The Garden Party on May 22 (L
R) Richie Daniels, Sheila Lowry, Rick Boedeker, Stephanie Beckham, 
Liz Henderson. 



17

Dump Truck Runs Off Foristell Road, 
Again
Story and Photos submitted by Christopher C Caldwell Sr.

On Wednesday, May 11, around noon, another dump truck ran off 
the north side of Foristell Road at approximately 80 Foristell 
Road. There are no shoulders, and it has a deep drop-off; the 

dump truck rolled onto its side. The driver sustained no injuries. 

emergency vehicle demo featuring the Bomb/Swat & Forensics Teams, 
medical helicopters and more. All activities close at 9 p.m, except the 
carnival rides and grounds close at 10 p.m.

Friday night, the festival begins at  6 p.m., and the grounds close at 
12:30 a.m; the beer garden will be open from 6 p.m. to midnight. The 
69th New Melle Festival Queen Pageant will begin at 7 p.m. Live music 
by Turning Point from 8 p.m. to midnight on the main stage. Carnival 
rides will be running from 6 to 11 p.m.

Saturday begins with the Festival Parade at 12:30 p.m. This year’s 
theme is “cartoons,” so grab your friends or organization and enter a 
float in the parade for no charge. (To be entered in the float 
competition, you must pay a $25 registration fee.) Line up for the parade 
is at 11:30 a.m. at Daniel Boone Elementary.  The grounds open at 4:00 
p.m., and the Baby Contest will be in the  NMSR Hall at 4:30 p.m. 
Participants must wear a plain white t-shirt and the contest is for ages 
0 - 24 months. The cornhole tournament also begins at 4:30 p.m. in the 
beer garden. Live music by Just for Fun Productions presents Darrin 
Norris from 4 to 7 p.m. and an open-air dance featuring live music by 
Brushville from 8 p.m. to midnight. Carnival rides will be running from 
6 to 11 p.m. The grounds close at 12: 30 a.m.

There are still a few open booths and parade float spots, visit our 
website for information. For any questions about the festival, please 
email office@newmellesportsandrec.com or call the NMSR Office at 636-
828-5158. Find the full schedule on the 2022 Festival page at 
www.newmellesportsandrec.com or see the enclosed flyer. 

New Melle Festival...from Page 1

2021 Parade winner Work Horse Construction Celebrating MO's 200th 
birthday. 

New Melle Festival Queen Candidate Annual 
Car Wash & Bake Sale

June 4 from 9 a.m.  2 pm. NMFPD Firehouse 
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“Monsignor” Jackson
August 24th, 2013—May 10th, 2022

Dear Friends and Neighbors,
It is with a heavy heart that 

I share with you that 
“Monsignor” Jackson took his last 
breath on Tuesday, May 10, 2022. 
Jackson was our parish dog, and 
we will always have the 
beautiful memories we all made 
together. He was such a good dog, 
and I was blessed to be with him 
in his final goodbye. 

While I miss him terribly, Jackson was such a lucky dog, and 
we were all fortunate to have known him. Amidst the tears that 
still happen when I think of Monsignor, many things make me 
smile. Jackson loved the Morning Mass at the Chapel and the daily 
mass community. He visited with everyone before making himself 
at home, usually in front of the altar. Jackson loved wintertime, 
especially playing in the snow. No matter what time of year, he was 
always excited about our morning walks to the school and our trips 
to the bank. 

A dog couldn’t have had more love and treats in his life than 
Jackson. Many thanks to the crew at Straatmann's, the New Melle 
Baking Company and all the treat givers for spoiling Jackson over 
the years; he knew many of your cars and couldn’t wait to greet 
you. (Except for the UPS and FedEx drivers, you were not his 
favorites. He growled and barked every time.) Thanks to the 
truckers who honked at Jackson and me on our many trips up and 
down our hill. Jackson was not only loved by our parish but was a 
friend to many in our community. Special thanks to New Melle 
Animal Clinic for their care for Jackson in his aging health and 
decline. 

In case you are curious, why Monsignor? I have to pick up after 
him. If he were a Deacon, he would be picking up after me. 
Monsignor Jackson was loved his whole life, and we will miss him 
the rest of ours. 
Love,
Fr. Tom

Conservation Corner June: Forest 
Felines that are SpotOn
By Dan Zarlenga, Missouri Department of Conservation

Many of us live with cats in our 
homes, and the furry felines can 
make excellent human 

companions. But did you know there are 
native wild cats that live in the woods of 
Missouri? You might not be aware of 
them because these cats are quiet and 
secretive.

The critters have a friendly-enough 
name—bobcats. However, that name has 
nothing to do with its same-sounding 
human counterpart. It refers to their 
unusually short tails, only four to six 
inches long. They look like they’ve been 
“bobbed.” Slender and athletic, bobcats 
have the unmistakable appearance and stealthy gait of a feline.

These cats are somewhat bigger than your home-bound felines, 
growing to 40 pounds. Bobcats often have prominent ear tufts and an 
odd ruff of fur that flares around the cheeks and neck. Their coats are 
tawny-brown and decorated with dark spots that help them blend into 
their forest environment. Bobcats live in deep forest cover and like the 
occasional open glade or rock outcropping. They can be found 
throughout Missouri.

Bobcats will eat small mammals, including shrews, mice, squirrels, 
and possums. Birds like wild turkey and quail sometimes make their 
menu. Occasionally a bobcat might even chase down an animal as large 
as a dear. But their favorite meal is a rabbit, which makes up as much 
as 70% of their total diet. The forest felines are often nocturnal and do 
much of their hunting at night. 

The wild bobcat hunts much like your housecat does. It crouches 
down and creeps forward. Its walk is nearly silent, catching 
unsuspecting prey completely off guard. When the time is right, the 
bobcat leaps forward in a flash and pulls a victim to its doom with 
piercing claws.

The rabbit does get its revenge, however—at least in legend. The 
Shawnee Native Americans tell a colorful tale to explain how the 
bobcat got its spots. According to the story, it was because the rabbit 
managed to outwit his predator.

It began when the bobcat trapped a particularly smart rabbit up a 
tree. The rabbit convinced the bobcat to build a fire, perhaps to cook 
his anticipated meal. Once the fire was going, it scattered embers onto 
the bobcat’s fur, burning in the dark spots. This trick presumably 
provided a distraction that gave the rabbit his chance to getaway. And 
so, the bobcat wears the spots of its folly to this day.

Bobcat kittens are born during the month of June, spots and all. 
Mothers wean the kittens after two months, but the young ones still 
live with them until fall or later. Bobcats are not a social bunch, and 
they have virtually no interaction with other bobcats. They 
communicate by marking their territories with urine and feces. That 
probably says all they want to say to each other.

So, if you happen to come upon a bobcat in the forest, don’t take it 
personally if the cat chooses to keep to itself. And by no means attempt 
to talk it into building a fire. It’s been there; done that already, and it 
even has the spots to prove it!
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Additional articles are posted throughout the
month at www.boonecountryconnection.com.

Sign up for daily email updates!

Please watch for farm traffic on area 
roads. Please be cautious, patient and 
courteous when sharing the road with 

our area farmers. 

Ameren Missouri Warns Against Mylar 
Balloon Releases Near Power Lines
Mylar balloons conduct electricity and may cause outages and safety issues

As graduation ceremonies 
and summer celebrations 
begin, Ameren Missouri 

reminds customers to keep Mylar 
party balloons away from power 
lines. Mylar balloons can disrupt 
electrical service, start a fire or 
cause significant damage to the 
energy grid. 

“The damage from tangled 
Mylar balloons can leave even the 
best celebrations deflated,” said 
Chip Webb, director of the central division, Ameren Missouri. “Mylar 
balloons are metallic and conduct electricity. When they get tangled in 
power lines, they can lead to surges and shorts that cause power 
outages.”

In addition to power disruptions, Mylar balloons pose a safety 
hazard for linemen who must safely untangle and remove what’s left of 
the balloons from energized high voltage lines. “This time of year, 
there’s a lot to celebrate,” Webb added. “We want people to celebrate 
safely and help us keep the lights on.”

If you notice a balloon or another toy entangled in electric 
infrastructure, always assume the line is live. Do not attempt to remove 
the object yourself. Call Ameren Missouri at 800.552.7583 to report the 
object.

Photo Tip from Best of Augusta Photo 
Contest  The Magic Hour    
By Gay Eskew 

Sunrise, sunset; sunrise, sunset. Something special is present at the 
crack of dawn, and at the end of daylight. Most photos taken at 
this time, usually, at dusk, end up being favorites.  Artists, as well 

as photographers, are notorious for choosing these times of the day 
because the natural light enhances the picture’s focus.  Sometimes the 
hour after sunrise and the hour before sunset are referred to as the 
“Magic Hour.”  Many eye-pleasing photos or superb paintings evolve 
from this timeframe. 

Take advantage of the natural lighting with its refracted sunlight 
to create a special ambiance.  Some of the winning photographs from 
the “Best of Augusta” Photo Contest are sunsets. The Kids’ “Best of 
Augusta” Photo Contest is coming in September. Check out the latest on 
the photo contests at www.townofaugustamo.org. 

When taking photographs, remember to pay attention to the 
photo’s background, to compose an eye-pleasing scene, and to snap a 
clear picture. With practice, either sunset or sunrise may be your unique 
“Magic Hour Photo.” 

led the devotion and noted that the mural is dedicated to everyone that 
served regardless of status or location. This includes all five branches of 
the Armed Forces, American Red Cross, The Salvation Army, civilians; 
everyone. Over 9 million military personnel served active duty during 
the official Vietnam War era from August 5, 1964, to May 7, 1975. The 
mural is located near the Nation’s First Vietnam Veterans Memorial at 
201 W. Pearce Blvd., Wentzville. Ehll’s Western Auto generously donated 
the west-facing side of the exterior of the building for the mural to 
hang and it faces the Vietnam War Memorial.

Col. Hanke explained that a few years ago, the Wentzville Art 
Council and the Wentzville Community Historical Society put together 
an initiative for a Downtown Wentzville beautification project that 
included murals throughout the downtown district. Paul Deschamp, a 
local resident, was asked to come up with an idea for the mural. The 
challenge was to develop a distinctive display different from all the 
other memorials. Paul served in the 1st Cavalry Division (Air Mobile.) 
No war had used the helicopter and airmobile operations as extensively 
as the Vietnam War.

Consequently, one of the iconic images of the Vietnam War is that 
of a soldier guiding a Huey Helicopter into a landing zone. That is the 
image that Paul 
had decided would 
become the mural. 
What makes this 
mural unique is 
that it has lighting 
that mimics that of 
the helicopter 
cockpit and 
illuminates the 
faces of the pilots 
at night. The mural 
is the ideal Vietnam War scene depiction to attest to the honor due to 
those who served in the war effort. Col. Hanke thanked everyone 
involved in making this effort a reality a few years in the making. 

Mural dedication...from Page 1
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Ann Hayes Milster

Ann Hayes Milster, age 79, of Saint Charles, 
Missouri passed away on Saturday, May 7, 2022, 
in Saint Charles, Missouri.

She was born in Washington DC on 
November 20, 1942, to Alfred and Lily Chalmers 
(nee Lewis). She was married to Al Milster.

Ann is survived by her sons, Reid Milster; 
Mark (JoAnn) Milster; Blair Milster; Tomek 
(Anne) Mozolewski; grandson, Alex Milster; 
granddaughter, Anastasia (Jeremy) Adelman; grandson, James Milster; 
grandson, Ben Milster; granddaughter, Cleopatra Mozolewski; 
granddaughter, Victoria Mozolewski; great-granddaughter, Cadence 
Adelman; great-grandson, Bowen Rice; great-granddaughter, Kayleen 
Rice; nephew, Andrew (Sagheer Adnaan) Chalmers; nephew, Douglas 
(Berta) Chalmers; grandnephew, Alexander Chalmers; grandnephew, 
Cameron Chalmers; grandnephew, Ja'mi Faiz-Chalmers and a host of 
other family members and friends.

She was preceded in death by her husband, Benton Albert Milster; 
father, Alfred Chalmers; mother, Lily Ann Chalmers; brother, David 
Chalmers; and sister, Cynthia (Ron) Marshall.

A memorial service was held at Sunrise Church in O'Fallon, MO on 
May 18, 2022, at 5:30 p.m. A reception was held immediately after.

In lieu of flowers, please donate to the American Cancer Society or 
Sunrise Church O'Fallon, MO in Ann's name.

Carol Marie Laumeier

Carol Marie Laumeier of St. Ann, Missouri, 
passed away Thursday, May 19, 2022, at the age 
of 85 years. 

Carol was born on June 8, 1936, in Augusta, 
Missouri. She received her education at Augusta 
High School. On May 20, 1956, she was united in 
marriage to Wilbert Laumeier.

Carol worked at Adderton Brokerage 
Company for 23 years. Her favorite hobbies were 
trout fishing, camping and crocheting.

She is survived by her son, John Laumeier (Denise) and three 
daughters, Carolyn Pugh (Lynn), Patricia Collings (Steve), and Carla 
Byington (Mike); 8 grandchildren; John Laumeier (Jessica), Ashley Titus 
(James), Jeremy Pugh (Rachel), Justin Pugh (Brandon), Amy Baldwin 
(Thomas), Andrew Collings (Makayla), Alicia Tweedy (Greg) and Nick 
Bell (Ashly), and 12 great-grandchildren; Hailey, Connor and Braelyn 
Laumeier, Sophie Laumeier, Maci Titus, Amelia and Ethan Baldwin, 
Maverick, Alaina and Penelope Collings and Landon and Cameron 
Tweedy.  

She is preceded in death by her parents Elmer and Eleanor Nadler 
her husband, Wilbert Laumeier and her brother David Nadler. She will 
be dearly missed by her family and friends.

Visitation: Wednesday, May 25, 2022, 9 to 11 a.m, Pitman Funeral 
Home, Augusta, Missouri.

Funeral Service: May 25, 2022, 11 a.m. Pitman Funeral Home, 5542 
Walnut, Augusta, Missouri.

Burial:  Augusta City Cemetery, Augusta, Missouri. 
Luncheon to follow at Ebenezer United Church of Christ, 5541 

Walnut, Augusta, Missouri.
Memorials can be made to the donor’s choice.

James "Jim" Haberberger

James "Jim" Haberberger, 67, of Washington, 
MO passed away Sunday, May 15, 2022.

He is survived by four daughters: Dr. 
Michelle Arellano-Haberberger and husband 
Luis of St. Louis, MO, Suzanne Haberberger of 
Union, MO, Maggie Haberberger and significant 
other John Brobst of St. Louis, MO, and Courtney 
Fennessey and fiancée Dennis Nagle of Union, 
MO; two grandchildren; Leon Oyola and Xavier 
Oyola; four step-grandchildren: Kaitlyn, Joshua, 
Theodore, and Pablo Arellano; one sister, Joan Obermark of Washington, 
MO; two brothers: Tom Haberberger and Jack Haberberger, both of 
Washington, MO; brother-in-law; Dennis Ruether and wife Joann of 
Defiance, MO; his former wife and lifelong friend, Cathy Sanders of 
Union, MO; other relatives and many dear friends.

Visitation: Wednesday, May 18 from 4:00 to 8:00 p.m. at Oltmann 
Funeral Home in Washington, MO.

Funeral: Thursday, May 19 at 10:00 a.m. at St. John the Baptist 
Catholic Church in Villa Ridge, MO with Rev. Timothy Foy officiating. 

Interment will be private. 
In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made to Shaw 

Nature Reserve or Lions Club of Washington.

Celebration of Life 
Lavonne Springmeier

Moudy's Bar and Grill June 18, 3 p.m.
2151 W. Terra Ln., O'Fallon, MO
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Robert “Bob” Hofer Jr.

Robert “Bob” Hofer Jr., entered into rest on 
Sunday, May 29th, 2022, at the age of 64. Loving 
husband of 38 years to Lynn (nee Eggering) 
Hofer; cherished father of Ashley Hesjedal, 
Adam (Haley) Hofer, and Barb (Dan) Clardy; 
beloved grandfather of Holden and Will Clardy; 
dear brother of Janet (Joe) Henke and Jim 
Hofer; dear son of the late Robert Sr. and Gloria 
(nee Johnston) Hofer; dear uncle, cousin, and 
friend to many.

Bob was an integral part of the Millstone Weber – Bangert Brothers 
Construction Co. and Millstone Bangert, Inc. before that – for more than 
40 years. Bob was a superintendent on some of the most significant 
projects in the area, such as the design build reconstruction of I-64 and 
the design build construction of the final leg of the Page Extension (MO-
364.) If there was a complex project to be built, Bob was the man for the 
job.

For the last several years Bob served as Millstone Weber’s Personnel 
Manager. He was integral in building MW’s HR Department from the 
ground up. His encyclopedic knowledge of the industry and what it takes 
to succeed in it, his steady hand and eternal good humor were vital in 
helping develop a workforce ready for the challenges ahead.

Bob was a second generation member of the MW, MBI and BBCC 
family. His father, Robert W. Hofer, was a legendary executive for more 
than 40 years. Bob was a true son of North St. Louis County and a proud 
1977 graduate of McCluer High School. More recently Bob had been 
involved in the town government of his adopted community, Augusta, 
MO. He served on the Public Works Board for several years before 
ascending to the position of Chairman of the Town Board. He was 
Chairman at the time of his death and was affectionately referred to as 
”Mayor Bob”.

Hockey was a Hofer passion. Bob loved the Blues. He and his brother, 
Jim, coached youth and high school hockey throughout the area. Not 
sticking just to the ice, T-Ball teams with his brother-in-law Joe were a 
North County legend. He also had a passion for collections, yardwork, 
and travel.

He will be missed by everyone who knew and loved him. There is 
no substitute. Rest in peace Bob.

Memorial donations in Bob’s name may be made to the Washington 
University School of Medicine to a division of your choice.

Visitation: Friday, June 3rd from 4:00-8:00 p.m. at Hutchens-Stygar 
Funeral & Cremation Center, 5987 Mid Rivers Mall Dr., St. Charles, MO 
63304.

Graveside service: Saturday, June 4th at 11 a.m. at Augusta City 
Cemetery. There will be a celebration of life immediately following the 
service.
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Augusta, Missouri’s transformation by The Hoffman Family of 
Companies continues with The Augusta Clothing Company, 
which held its grand opening on April 30. The boutique features 
women’s apparel curated by Jerri Hoffman, offering resort wear 
from Cassia, Etienne Marseille, Frame, L'agence, Oliphant and 
more. 

Jerri’s intent for The Augusta Clothing Company is for 
women of all ages to find pieces that fit their unique style. Jerri 
left her career in retail to raise her children and has now come 
full circle by returning to her passion for retail. David Hoffmann 
stated, "This is her night to shine; this is all hers."

David and Jerri Hoffmann purchased the historic building, 
known as The Augusta Wine Hall (circa 1868), during the 
Hoffman Family of Companies buying spree last winter. After an 
extensive renovation, the historic brick walls, ceiling beams and 
wood floors lend a welcome atmosphere to the shopping 
experience. Future additions to the lower level will house men’s 
apparel and a cigar lounge. The Augusta Clothing Company is 
located at 5573 Walnut Street, Augusta, MO, 63332. For more 
information, call (636) 482-4050. The boutique is open seven days 
a week from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Grand Opening of The Augusta 
Clothing Company
Story and photography by Diane Cannon Piwowarczyk

The Augusta Clothing Company building was formerly The 
Augusta Wine Hall. 

Jerri Hoffmann cutting the ribbon for The Augusta Clothing Company 
on April 30. 

Happ  Father  Da !
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NEW BUSINESS
• Code Enforcement - The City does not currently have an 
agreement with any agency for code enforcement. Until that changes, 
the Mayor will issue a summons to violators to make them aware of 
the situation. All infractions will have to be approved by the Board 
before a summons is sent.
• Emergency Repair Contract Agreement - The City of New Melle 
is considering an agreement with a contractor that can provide 
emergency repairs. The City would be able to call this company 24/7 
and get help with emergencies beyond the City's capabilities. 
• Swearing in of Newly Elected Officials - Steve Burt was sworn 
in as the new Mayor of the City of New Melle, and Trevor Goodman 
was sworn in as the new Alderman of Ward 1. 
• The next City of New Melle Aldermen meeting will be Tuesday, 
June 7. 

Note:  It was decided that the Aldermen Meetings will move back to the 
2nd Tuesday of each month, starting with the June meeting. 

Board of Aldermen Highlights From 
May 12

The New Melle Board of Aldermen held its regular monthly 
meeting on Thursday, May 12, at New Melle City Hall.

ROLL CALL
Present were: Mayor Rich West, Aldermen Bradley, Hendrich and 
Karrenbrock. City Attorney - Steve Martin and City Clerk - Marcia 
Gay. Alderman Schneider was absent. 
OPEN FORUM
No comments.
ENGINEERING REPORT 
• Peter Street - Re-bid is currently underway, and the process 
should be concluded and ready for approval at the June Aldermen 
meeting.  
• The City of New Melle and NMSR Practice Fields - A motion was 
unanimously passed to accept the agreed-upon contract between the 
City of New Melle and NMSR for the completion and maintenance of 
new practice fields. The fields are on the City’s property but will be 
funded and maintained by NMSR. Work will begin after the New 
Melle Festival.
INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES
• Bill #477 - Ordinance 462 - An ordinance of the City of New 
Melle, MO, canvassing the return of April 5, 2022, General Municipal 
Election Held in the City and declaring the results thereof. The 
election results were Mayor - Steve Burt; Alderman Ward 1 - Trevor 
Goodman; and Ward 2 - Gary Schneider. Bill #477 was unanimously 
approved and became ordinance 462.
OLD BUSINESS
• Maintenance Agreement with NMSR - A motion was passed to 
table this agenda item until June. The only change made to the 
agreement since last month was The City of New Melle increased the 
monthly fee paid to NMSR by $100 to $1350 per month. The item was 
tabled because NMSR requested that in addition to the monthly fee, 
they would like to add to the contract an hourly rate they can bill 
the City for situations not covered in the maintenance agreement.  
• Culvert Collapse on Foristell Rd. - A motion was passed for the 
City to get bids, and have the newly appointed Mayor Steve Burt 
decide based on the estimates to choose the best option for the 
emergency repairs. This is the second time this issue has been brought 
to the City’s attention by a community member. Cochran Engineering 
went and inspected the road and determined that the concrete 
material that was supporting the culvert started to deteriorate and 
collapse around the edges. There are voids between the pavement and 
culvert, some quite deep. Cochran Engineering recommends fixing the 
damage by having flowable fill pumped in to fill the voids and 
alleviate the road from settling and creating the dip in the road. The 
board agreed that this is an emergency situation, and Marcia Gay, the 
city clerk, will get bids for an emergency repair. The City of New 
Melle owns that portion of Foristell Road; St. Charles County will not 
help with those repairs.
• Large Dead Tree on Schutzen Street - A large dead tree at the 
end of Schutzen Street has deteriorated and is now a safety issue. 
Cochran Engineering determined that the tree is on the resident's 
property, so the City will send a letter to the property owner to let 
them know that it is their responsibility to have the tree removed. 
The City will recommend that the resident checks with Ameren, if it 
is within 15 feet of the power lines, Ameren is responsible for the tree 
removal. 

New Melle Aldermen meetings moving to 
2nd Tuesday of each month starting in June.
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Oceans of Possibilities Summer 
Challenge 2022
By Shawna Wheeler, St Charles CityCounty Library

What will you be reading this summer? There are “Oceans of 
Possibilities” at your library. Our Summer Reading Challenge 
begins June 1. Maybe you are taking a vacation to the beach, a 

book makes a great vacation companion.  Books can actually be a great 
vacation in and of themselves, a vacay taken from your very own 
comfy chair. Books are just the beginning of the possibilities for fun at 
your library. Be sure to check our Classes and Events Calendar. There 
are several ways to find what is right for you and your family. You can 
sort, by location or by age, by a certain date or a date range. For 
example, find out what is happening during the summer challenge, just 
sort using the dates June 1 to August 8.

Win prizes and books when you keep track of your reading 
minutes and yes there’s an app for that! Download “Beanstack Tracker'' 
from your app store and track your reading and activities using your 
phone or tablet. (Use “St. Charles City-County Library'' as your site when 
you set up your account.) You can also use Beanstack online through 
the Library's website. Or, you can track your progress using a paper 
game board. Print one from our website, MyLibrary.org, or pick one up 
at any Library branch.

Once you’re registered the fun begins! Kids, teens, and adults can 
ALL earn prizes for completing activities. There are lots of opportunities 
to read, but you can also earn by drawing, writing, cooking or baking, 
spending time outside, and MORE. Win books (to keep!); a colorful tote 
or sunglasses; a frisbee or a football rocket; and vouchers for food and 
fun at Wendy’s, Freddy’s, Amp Up Action Park, Kokomo Joe’s, or the 
O’Fallon Hoots. We will also have forty-eight grand prize winners, who 
will each win a $100 gift card. All ages are eligible to win. Can’t get 
enough? Ask for a bonus challenge sheet and earn more chances to win 
a grand prize. Keep up the good work to earn a Super Reader window 
cling or yard sign.

For budding artists ages pre-K to adult, we are looking for beautiful 
bookmarks to commemorate the Summer Challenge. Design a bookmark 
that has an Ocean theme and submit it for consideration. Winners will 
be selected in each age category. The first through third place designs 
will be printed and made available in our branches for all to enjoy. 

Summer Challenge also encourages you to explore your St. Charles 
County community with the Summer Tour: Ocean Odyssey. Earn 
extra Summer Challenge prizes when you visit different library 
branches this summer. Discover a unique ocean creature at every 
branch on your tour. For example, the Augusta Branch will be a study 
of ocean fish. Boones Trail will be the place to study starfish and 
urchins. Your Summer Tour awaits! The ultimate adventurer will see 
the different ocean creatures in all eleven branches.

Get registration information, contest details, reading lists, and more 
information about the Ocean Odyssey on our Summer Challenge web 
page. Make sure you are riding the summer challenge wave and be sure 
to register starting June 1!
Coffee and Conversation: Augusta Branch - adults 
Thursdays, June 2, 9, 16, 23, 30: 9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. - Enjoy a cup of 
coffee, a sweet treat, and conversation with others in the community.
Canasta - Game On!:* Boone’s Trail Branch - adults
Tuesdays, June 7, 14, 21, 28: 1:00 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. & Thursdays, June 2, 9, 16, 
23, 30: 12:30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. - Need to get out of the house? Learn to play 
Hand & Foot Canasta!
Crafting Connections - Yarn Arts:* Augusta Branch - adults

Thursdays, June 2, 9, 16, 23, 30: 2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. - Other yarn 
enthusiasts will keep you company while you work on your knit, 
crochet, or embroidery project.
Crafting Connections - I Love Quilts!:* Augusta Branch - adults
Tuesday, June 7: 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. - What will you create? Meet other 
quilt lovers at this monthly event.
Rainbow Fish - Let’s Read:* Augusta Branch - children
Tuesday, June 7: 3:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.  - Celebrate Summer Challenge with 
a story, and weave a cute paper fish!
Crafting Connections - Make It Sew:*  Augusta Branch - adults
Thursday, June 9: 4:30  p.m. - 6:30  p.m. - Join us in sewing a patriotic 
pillow! 
"Read to a Dog" - Tale Waggers - Love on a Leash:*  Boone's Trail 
Branch - children
Thursday, June 9: 5:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. - Kids can practice reading aloud 
to an attentive, adorable dog.
Book Discussion - "Life After" by Katie Ganshert:*  Boone's Trail 
Branch - adults
Monday, June 13: 5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. - When a fiery explosion occurs on 
an elevated train in Chicago, Autumn is the lone survivor of the 
tragedy. She is tormented by grief and guilt. A year later she is 
unexpectedly forced together with a family who lost their wife/
mother in the explosion. Paul, the widower, is worried that Autumn 
will bring more wreckage into his family’s lives. Please join us for the 
discussion of this compelling novel.
Book Discussion - "18 Tiny Deaths" by Bruce Goldfarb:*  Boone's 
Trail Branch - adults
Thursday, June 16: 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. - Frances Glessner Lee changed 
the face of forensics forever. She was never meant to have a career in 
the 1870s, let alone one steeped in death and depravity. However, she 
had a fascination with the investigation of violent crimes and made it 
her life’s work. Her methods are still used today. Join us for this 
captivating blend of history, women in science, and true crime!
Book Discussion - "The Guest List" by Lucy Foley:*  Augusta Branch - 
adults
Monday, June 20: 2:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. - On a remote island off the coast 
of Ireland, a young power couple is celebrating their wedding. After the 
cake is cut and the champagne is popped, resentments and petty 
jealousies come out. Plus, the weather is shifting and dark clouds are 
looming overhead. Everyone has a secret…a motive…and someone won’t 
leave the wedding alive….
Crafting Connections - English Paper Piecing:*  Augusta Branch - 
adults
Tuesday, June 21: 2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. - Learn how to English Paper Piece, 
a fun method of sewing fabric pieces together.
Pout Pout Fish - Let’s Read:*   Augusta Branch - children
Tuesday, June 21: 3:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. - Join us for a story about Mr. Fish 
and a fun craft!
Miniature Ocean Art Show - Family Fun:*  Augusta Branch - all ages
Monday, June 27: All day - Paint your own ocean-themed design on a 
miniature canvas and display it at the Augusta Branch.
Black Light Bingo - Game On!:* Boone’s Trail Branch - all ages
Thursday, June 30: 5:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. - Join us as we play a few rounds 
of Bingo under black lights! We will have snacks, drinks, and small 
prizes for those who win.
*Register at myLibrary.org/eCalendar or call Boone’s Trail at 636-398-
6200 or Augusta at 636-228-4855 for more information about classes.
The Boone’s Trail and Augusta branches are open Monday, Tuesday, and 
Thursday from 9:00 a.m.- 7:00 p.m. and Saturday, 9:00 a.m.- 12:00 noon. All 
St. Charles City-County Library locations will be closed on Sunday, June 19 
for Father’s Day.
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WORD SEARCH ANSWERS

Mystery Location
Enter to Win a Gift Certificate

If you have a suggestion or photo to submit for the Mystery Location 
contest, call 636.698.4682 or kathy@boonecountryconnection.com.

DEADLINE:

Please submit

Items for the

June BCC 

by June 20.

Target

 Distribution:

July 1.

Last Month's Winner

How well do you know the “Boone Country” area? If you can identify 
where this photo was taken, fax, email, or call us with the correct 
answer. Include your name, address and phone number, and reply by 
the 20th of this month. We’ll draw one winner from all the correct 
answers, and that person will receive a gift certificate to Short 
Stop's Convenience Store, New Melle.  See page 2 for phone, 
fax & email for the BCC. One entry per household please. 

Congratulations to 
Gina Ackermann of 
Defiance for 
winning last 
month's mystery 
location drawing. 
She was one of 
seven poeple who 
correctly identified 
the photo as the 
moose at 4483 Hopewell Road which are frequently decorated for 
holidays or changing seasons. She will receive a gift certificate to 
Short Stop's Convenience Store, New Melle.

Boone Country Garden of the Month  
Bob  Lott’s “ Folly”
By Lois Cobleigh

The Boone Country Garden Club did not locate a Garden of the 
Month for May because of our late spring.  However, I have had 
the honor of watching the creation of what the Brits would call 

a “Folly,” right on the outskirts of New Melle. We toured many castles 
and their charming gardens when we lived in England. Most of them 
had a structure; usually, just a façade, sometimes hidden for a surprise 
effect, as the garden's focal point. Follies can be found in 18th-century 
English and French landscape design. They are structures primarily 
built for decoration and enjoyment. Some examples are mock roman 
temples, pretend ruins and hilltop towers. In the USA, The Pantheon in 
Nashville and Belvedere Castle in Central Park are Follies.  

I passed by Bob Lott’s house while he fussed around with bricks 
and stone in a far corner of his yard. Eventually, the pile grew into a 
wishing well, and I presumed it was a BBQ pit. Now completed, the well 
is surrounded by hydrangeas, boxwoods, and roses.  Lined with large 
stones retrieved from his woods, Bob added an inviting entrance to his 
“Folly.” It is a lovely garden feature, a spot suggesting rest and 
reflection. 

When I visited Bob and Jan Lott, Bob told me he likes to “build 
things.”  He fancies wishing wells and, like most folks, has never heard 
of a “Folly.”  Now retired, gardening is his passion, and the Lotts have a 
spacious property to maintain, but Bob keeps each garden area 
meticulously groomed. One large field is specifically planted with clover 
to keep the deer away from his plants. Extra precaution is his 
homemade deer repellent of 1/3 jar of garlic powder and crushed red 
pepper, mixed with an egg, milk, and water. Let it ferment a bit and 
sprinkle on!

Thank you to Jan and Bob for bringing a touch of Britain to the 
neighborhood!  Readers, if you have a suggestion for July’s Garden of 
the Month, please email me at cobleigh75@gmail.com.
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RECURRING EVENTS: 

Bingo: 1st Sunday, Wentzville American Legion 1 p.m. 636-327-8213.
Breakfast: Immaculate Conception, Augusta. Every 4th Sunday.
Boone-Duden Historical Society: Museum and Archives at the 

Kamphoefner House, 3565 Mill St., New Melle. Open 2nd and 4th 
Sundays 12:30–4 p.m. Call 636-359-6175 for details.

Boone Country 4-H Club: Every 2nd Monday, 7 p.m. at New Melle VFW. 
(Ages 5 to 18.) For more information call 636-970-3000.

Callaway 4-H Club: 2nd Thursday of every month. 7 p.m. at St. John's 
United Church of Christ in Cappeln, MO.

Chicken & Fish: 1st Friday, October–April. Marthasville Community 
Club. Drive-thru only. 4–7 p.m. For info call 636-433-2204

Chicken Dinner: 2nd Friday, Oct. through Feb., New Melle VFW. 5–8 p.m.
Friends of Historic Augusta Museum: 275 Webster Street. Open 1–4 

p.m. on 1st Sunday May–Aug; 3rd Sunday in Sept. & by appt. Call 
636-448-4034.  Meetings 2nd Tuesday, 6 p.m.

Greater Augusta Area Chamber of Commerce: Second Monday 6:30 
p.m. at various locations. Confirm time/date: 636-228-4005.

Mechanicsville Masons Lodge: Meetings 2nd & 4th Mondays, 7:30 p.m.
New Melle Board of Aldermen: 2nd Tuesday, 7 p.m. City Hall.
New Melle Chamber of Commerce: Second Thursday of each month at 

locations posted at www.newmellechamber.com. 
New Melle Friendship Society: 1st Monday (2nd if Holiday) of odd 

months except for May, St. Paul's Lutheran-New Melle. 636-398-
5952.

New Melle Country Market: Every Saturday, May 7 to October 29.    
9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Hwy D and Z (Gravel lot behind IHM Chapel) 
Wednesday Evening Market at Friedens Peace UCC, New Melle 4 - 7 
p.m.

New Melle Planning & Zoning: First Tuesdays, 7:00 p.m. City Hall.
New Melle VFW Post 5651: Queen of Hearts Every Wed. 5–8 p.m. 

Drawing 7:30 p.m. Ticket sales end at 7 p.m.  Meetings 3rd Thurs. 7:30 
p.m.

St. John's UCC Weldon Spring - Monthly BBQ, 3rd Saturday, May - 
October. 11 a.m. - 3 p.m. visit stjohnsweldonspring.org.

St. Vincent de Paul Food Pantry New Melle: Open 1st & 3rd Sat. 9-10:30 
a.m. Volunteers meeting: 3rd Monday, 6 p.m. Join us!

TOPS - Take Off Pounds Sensibly: Every Wed & Thu. 9:30 a.m. 
Wentzville United Methodist Church, 725 Wall St. 636-639-6549

Trapshooting:  Daniel Boone Gun Club, Hwy. 94. Trapshooting First 
Friday April & May, and July–October, 7 p.m., and meat shoot every 
4th Sunday 12:30 p.m. 100 bird derbies in May and July. More info 
call 636-987-2483. Everyone welcome.

Trapshooting: New Melle VFW, 555 Foristell Road. Every Tuesday Night 
May through October 1. Second Sundays Nov.-Mar. 12 noon.

Card Shoots: New Melle VFW, 555 Foristell Road. 3rd Sunday of the 
month, 12 noon, Oct.–March. Hosted by Marine Corps League 1393.

*     All information is subject to change without notice. 

What to Do...Where to Go...Who to See * (Visit the Calendar at www.boonecountryconnection.com)

JUNE
3 Wentzville Rod Run. 6 - 9 p.m. See pg. 4.
4 Augusta Ramble Concert, Harmonie Verein 4 - 7 p.m. See pg. 7.
4 New Melle Queen Festival Candidate Annual Bake Sale & Car 

Wash at NMFPD 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. See pg. 12.
5 Finding Augusta's Roots, Show & Tell at the Augusta History 

Museum. 1 - 4  p.m. See pg. 3.
5 Bethany UCC in Schluersburg Potluck Social at 12 p.m. See pg. 4.
5 New Melle VFW Breakfast. 8 a.m. - noon. See pg. 2.
9 - 11       New Melle Festival - Thursday evening family night. Parade on 

Saturday at noon. Theme is cartoons. See pg. 1 and the enclosed 
flyer. 

12 Dale Kolb Memorial Shoot from 8 a.m. - 2 p.m. Daniel Boone 
Gun Club. See pg. 3.

15,17,18 IHM New Melle Rummage Sale 8 a.m. - 1 p.m. See the enclosed 
flyer and pg. 2.

18 St. John’s UCC in Weldon Spring Monthly Barbecue. 11 a.m. - 3 
p.m. See pg. 4.

20 BDHS presents the French Creole Founding of Mo - featuring 
French Fiddle Tunes and Tall Tales. See pg. 8.

21 WCHS June Meeting featuring the Allen Sisters. See pg. 6.
22,24,25 IHM New Melle Rummage Sale 8 a.m. - 1 p.m. See the enclosed 

flyer and pg. 2.
26 Bethel Hills Community Open House & Dedication 1 - 4 p.m. See 

pg. 6.
26 Jr. Service League of St. Charles County Benefit Golf 

Tourament. See pg. 5.
JULY
16 St. Paul Lutheran's New Melle Kidz Carnival  11 a.m. - 2 p.m. See 

pg. 5.
16 St. John’s UCC in Weldon Spring Monthly Barbecue. 11 a.m. -  3 

p.m. See pg. 4.
30 St. Vincent de Paul Annual Auction Dinner at the Washington 

K of C. See pg. 2

All info is subject to change without notice.
Visit the community calendar at www.boonecountryconnection.com.
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June Word Search  Animal DistinctionUnclassified Ads

SINGING GUITAR PLAYER: Looking 
for guitar player who can harmonize 
to form new singing group playing 
country, old time rock and roll, and 
pop. Call Karen Mary at 636-542-2317.

JOB OPPORTUNITIES: Due to 
increasing enrollment, we are needing 
a part time Cook, Lead Teachers and 
Teachers’ Aides. Call 636-398-3000 or 
apply at Ages and Stages Learning 
Center, 3925 Hwy. D, Defiance, MO.

PREMIERE RECEPTION FACILITY: 
IHM Parish Center, New Melle. 
Beautifully decorated interior. 40-
350 guests., For more info call 
636.398.5270.

HELP WANTED:  Bavarian Smokehaus, 
New Melle, MO. Please call 636-828-
4189 for more information.

HAIR STYLIST WANTED: Rent or 
commission. New Melle area. Call for 
more information: 636-828-4720.

HELP WANTED: Full or Part Time. 
Looking for a maintenance/handy 
person. Work includes lawn care, 
painting, repairs and equipment 
upkeep. Locations in Foristell and 
Augusta; Grand Haven Pet Lodge/
Stelzer Farms. Also looking for a part-
time bookkeeper. Call 314-322-8887 
for more info.

ALPACA vs. LLAMA - Alpacas have a blunt “SMOOSHED look” face and 
short ears. In contrast, llamas have long faces and longer banana-shaped ears. 
Alpacas are much smaller, around 130 lbs, and prefer to be in a herd versus 
the llama, which averages 250 lbs and is independent-minded. Both give fiber; 
alpaca fiber is softer and more LUXURIOUS. 

DONKEY vs. MULE - A mule is the offspring of a male donkey and a 
female horse. Mules are infertile and are usually larger than donkeys. They 
have a short head, smaller ears than a donkey but shaped like horse ears, and 
have wide HOOVES, and color can vary depending on the horse's color. 
Donkeys are smaller, with a short thick head, large long ears, short mane, and 
narrow hooves. The color is usually grey, brown or black. The mule's tail is 
like a horsetail, long hairs falling down from the tail bone. A donkey has a 
cow-like tail, long and thin, with a TUFT of hair on the end. 

FROG vs. TOAD - All toads are frogs, but not all frogs are toads. Both are 
species of AMPHIBIANS. Frogs spend their lives close to water, but toads can 
venture farther onto dry land. Toads are often brown and have dry, BUMPY 
skin. Frogs are mainly green and are wetter and smoother to the touch. Frogs 
have teeth; toads don’t.

MOTH vs. BUTTERFLY - Moths have plump bodies and FEATHERY 
antennae, whereas butterflies have skinny bodies and long, slender antennae. 
Butterflies prefer sunshine—they actually can’t fly unless their wings are 
warm enough, and that’s why you only see butterflies on nice days. Moths are 
mostly NOCTURNAL, but they also like light, so you mostly see them dive-
bombing your porch light.

CHRYSALIS vs. COCOON - When a moth CATERPILLAR is ready to enter 
the pupa stage, it spins silk into a cocoon for protection until it can emerge as 
a winged adult moth. A butterfly caterpillar doesn’t spin a cocoon but 
becomes a type of PUPA  called a chrysalis. Instead of spinning a silk outer 
covering, the chrysalis itself forms into a hardened protein for protection. 

HORNS vs. ANTLERS - The horns of antelopes and the antlers of deer, 
although comparable in function, differ considerably in structure. Horns, 
usually possessed by both sexes, are permanent features that continue to 
grow throughout the animal’s life. They are bony PROJECTIONS from the 
skull, covered with KERATIN, which is more rigid than bone. Antlers, by 
contrast, are pure bone and are formed and shed every year. They are 
typically grown only by male deer, but female reindeer and caribou have 
them occasionally.

Information for this crossword came from www.rd.com/list/animal-
differences and www.animals.mom.com/difference-between-mules-donkeys.

Please watch for farm traffic on area 
roads. Please be cautious, patient and 
courteous when sharing the road with 

our area farmers. 
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