
Defiance St. Patrick’s Day Festival 
and Parade March 12

The Defiance Merchants 
Association is hosting 
the 2nd Annual 

Defiance St. Patrick's Day 
Festival and Parade on 
Saturday, March 12.  The day 
will kick-off at 10 a.m. with a 
St. Patrick's Day 5k Walk/Run 
on the Katy Trail, beginning 
and ending at Good News 
Brewing Company. 

After the run, the Defiance St. Patrick’s Day Parade will begin at 
Defiance Ridge Vineyards and will go through downtown Defiance at 
noon. Prizes will be awarded for Best Decorated, Best Float and Best Pet.

Following the parade, stick around town for live music from 
Seventh Planet Band at the town square. In addition, we will have 
vendors, food, drinks and more from our local businesses. 
Note: You must register before March 12 to enter parade. 
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New Melle Passion Play Gears up for 
April Performances

The New Melle Community 
Passion Play performances 
will be Saturday, April 2 

and April 9 at 7 p.m.; and 
Sundays, April 3 and April 10 at 2 
p.m. and 4:30 p.m. in the New 
Melle Sports and Rec Banquet 
Hall. This long-standing and 
uplifting community tradition 
portrays the story of the final 
days of Jesus Christ, from his 
triumphant entry into Jerusalem 
(Palm Sunday) to the Last Supper, 
the Crucifixion, and the Resurrection.

Rehearsals began in February, but it's not too late to join the 
production. There is a reason this community tradition has lasted nearly 
40 years. Participants say, “It will renew your spirit, energize your faith 

Local Artists Create Striking “Mallard at Landing” Sculpture 
Using Reclaimed Materials
By Dianne Sudbrock

If you have driven through Augusta, Missouri the past few months 
you no doubt noticed a large metal sculpture taking shape along 
Jackson Street. Now complete, the striking mallard drake is an 

original piece created by “Augusta Rust” (Brian Watson of Augusta and 
Ben Boyher of Byrnes Mill, MO.) The two are experienced metal 
fabricators with a talent for imagining and fabricating big, bold creations 
from reclaimed rusty metal.

The idea for this particular sculpture was born during a 
conversation with a duck hunter who admired a custom-made weather 
vane the two had created.

With a potential customer in mind, Brian and Ben set about 
designing a male mallard (drake) in a dramatic landing pose and finding 
materials they could use. Most of the materials were locally sourced in the Augusta area including vine starter rods from a local vineyard for the 
armature (inner framework,) and reclaimed metal roofing from what was once a gas station, now a glass blowing shop, in Augusta.

Continued on Page 14

"Mallard at Landing" sculpture by Augusta Rust  Brian Watson and 
Ben Boyher.

Continued on Page 2

2019 Passion Play—Jesus (played 
by Adam Mittler) praying in the 
Garden of Gethsemane.
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New Melle Chamber Benefits Meeting 
March 31  Open to the Public

J oin us on Thursday, March 31st, from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. at The Quarry 
Wine Garden, 3960 Hwy. Z, to learn what the New Melle Chamber 
of Commerce has to offer. There are many benefits of joining, 

including discounted health insurance.
The host for the evening is Tammy Long, Director of the Missouri 

Chamber Federation, along with Croley Insurance and Financial -Trevor 
Croley and Kelli Stanton. Food and drinks will be available for purchase. 
There is no cost for this event; RSVP to New Melle Chamber 
info@newmellechamber.com.

Augusta Harmonie Verein St. Pat’s 
Day Celebration March 19

The Augusta Harmonie Verein is hosting a St. Patrick’s Day 
Celebration on Saturday, March 19, 2022. Doors and bar open at 6 
p.m. dinner at 6:30 p.m. by Chef Pat Long. There will be specialty 

Irish drinks and authentic Irish music and dancers followed by the music 
of the Texas Giants. 

Tickets are $20 and will be emailed; to reserve tickets go to 
AugustaHarmonieVerein.org/events. The Harmonie Verein Hall is located 
at 5333 Hackman Rd. Augusta, MO 63332. See the enclosed flyer for details.

and fill your heart with the love of Christ.” Participation in the play 
provides a great opportunity for community service, Thespian hours, and 
Christian interaction for young and old.

People of various skills and interests are invited to fill speaking and 
non-speaking roles, sing in the choir, help with props and lighting, help 
with stage construction and set up, or just be on stage during crowd 
scenes. Costumes are provided.

This is a non-denominational production, and everyone is welcome 
to join in. No acting experience is necessary for stand-in or crowd people. 
All ages are needed. Those under 16 must be accompanied by an adult.

Choir rehearsals are held Sunday afternoons at 3 p.m. at Friedens 
Peace UCC, 3960 Mill Street, New Melle, MO. Cast/Crew rehearsals are 
Monday evenings at 7 p.m. at Friedens Peace UCC. Tech week, with 
nightly rehearsals for actors and choir together, begins Monday, March 28 
at the New Melle Sports and Recreation Banquet Hall, 4700 Hwy. Z, New 
Melle, MO.

This is a great family event to experience as participants or as 
spectators. Please join us!

If you can help with stage construction, props, crowd scenes, or have 
questions or need more information, please call Paul at 636-384-0576.

Passion Play...from Page 1
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EXPIRES March 31, 2022

Defiance Family Struggling with 
Medical Bills

Kristie and Dan Todd, long-time residents of the Defiance area, are 
struggling with medical expenses and could use some help. Dan 
Todd, a 69-year-old Army veteran, has been diagnosed with 

Acute Lymphoblastic Leukemia. Since last August, he has spent the 
majority of his time in the hospital. Though Dan is on Medicare, the 
family is struggling to pay the uncovered portion of his hospital bills 
and pharmaceuticals. Kristie's sister, Jenn Ham (co-owner of Defiance 
Roadhouse), said Dan is a loving and caring man who has always been 
there to help others. Now he needs help back. Jenn has set up a 
GoFundMe page to help the family with the medical bills that Medicare 
does not cover - which is in the tens of thousands of dollars. Any and all 
donations would be sincerely appreciated. To make a donation, please 
go to www.gofundme.com and search for "Help the Todd Family with 
medical expenses."

Bethel Hills Community Indoor 
Garage Sale April 1 & 2

The Bethel Hills Community in Dutzow is holding a community 
garage and craft vendor sale on Friday, April 1, from 4:30 - 8:30 
p.m. and Saturday, April 2, from 8 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. The sale will be 

held in the Bethel Hills Gymnasium located at 10450 Voelkerding Rd. To 
reserve a space or for more information, email 
denniskramme54@gmail.com or call 636-299-1983. 

Bethel Hills is a faith-based community where residents with and 
without developmental disabilities live, learn and worship together to 
live life to the fullest. Visit www.advocatesforcommunitychoice.com 
for more information, to volunteer or donate to Bethel Hills 
Community. 
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Augusta Harmonie Verein Hosts 
Think n’ Drink March 5

Learn the past, present and future of Missouri’s German bier and 
wine industry at the Augusta Harmonie Verein on Saturday, 
March 5, 2022, from 7 - 8 p.m. Tickets are $5 (admission + 1 drink & 

snack.) Tickets are available at MoHumanities.org/food and at the door. 
(There is a limited capacity, so get your tickets now.) More drinks will 
be available for purchase at the bar. 

This event is presented by Missouri Humanities, an organization 
that for over 50 years has been dedicated to helping Missourians explore 
the people, places and ideas that shape our society. Their focus for the 
future remains the same; for a more thoughtful, informed and civil 
society.  Harmonie Verein Hall is located at 5333 Hackman Road, 
Augusta, MO 63332. 

"History of New Melle" Program  
Mar. 15 in Wentzville
Featuring Ruth Busdieker  Boone Duden Historical Society

The Wentzville Community Historical Society will hold their 
quarterly meeting at the Wentzville Community Club, 500 W. 
Main, Wentzville. The larger building allows for social distancing. 

Ruth Busdieker from the Boone-Duden Historical Society will be giving 
a program about the history of New Melle.

The meeting on Tuesday, March 15 will begin at 6:30 p.m. with a 
catered meal by West Allen Grill, for $15. The doors open at 6:00 p.m. and 
the program will begin at approximately 7:15 p.m. Like usual there will 
be a 50/50 raffle.

The public is invited. Bring your friends and neighbors – everyone 
is welcome. For dinner reservations, please contact Bill Vehige at 636-
272-5506 by Sunday, March 13, or you can email 
WentzvilleCHS@mail.com. In your email, put Meal Reservation in the 
subject line. In the body of the email, state the number of reservations 
needed and the names of each individual. Meals are paid for the night 
of the event at the door.  

Illustrating America Art Contest

Illustrating America is an art contest for students in grades K-8 
sponsored by the VFW Auxiliary. Entries will be judged on patriotic 
themes and techniques. The contest is open to students in K-8 who 

are enrolled in public, private, parochial or home study programs. 
Contest Rules:

•  Art must be two-dimensional.
•  Art must be on canvas or paper. 
•  Watercolor, pencil, pastel, charcoal, tempera, crayon, acrylic, pen, ink, 

oil, marker, glitter, or other media may be used. 
•  Submit canvas entries on a stretcher frame or canvas board. Other 

entries must be matted in white or reinforced with heavy paper.
•  The art should be no smaller than 8” x 10” but no larger than 18” x 

24”, not including mat.
Prizes are awarded in three age categories—Grades K-2, Grades 3-5 

and Grades 6-8. There will be three prizes in each category, 1st place—
$100, 2nd place—$50 and 3rd place—$25. One winner from each VFW 
Auxiliary advances to District judging and can advance to the State and 
National levels. The deadline to submit an entry is March 31. Visit 
https://vfwauxiliary.org/wp-content/uploads/Illustrating-America-
2021-2022_FILLABLE.pdf for more information, contest eligibility, 
deadlines and entry form. 

Wentzville Community Historical 
Society Museum Opens March 5

Join the Wentzville Community Historical Society (WCHS) on 
Saturday, March 5th from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. as the WCHS officially 
opens up its Museum Room to the public. The museum is located at 

310 W. Pearce Blvd., Upper Floor. Come out to tour the museum, and go 
behind the scenes to see the work being done to preserve Wentzville's 
history. There will be giveaways and drawings, and all ages are 
welcome.

If you can't join us, we'll be open 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. Monday-Friday, 
and on select weekends throughout the summer. We'll be debuting new 
displays and historic memorabilia all summer long. We look forward to 
seeing you.

See event calendars on page 26.
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The New Melle Chamber of 
Commerce Spring Fling March 5

The New Melle Chamber of Commerce is excited to announce the 
return of "The Spring Fling", an evening that offers excellent food, 
open bar, music and an opportunity to win money. By purchasing 

a ticket you are not only entitled to all of the above but an opportunity 
to win the grand prize of $3500 or even more. The total giveaways that 
day will be $9500 based upon the sale of 300 tickets. The event will take 
place on March 5, 2022, at the New Melle VFW. Doors open at 5:30 p.m. 
Last call for tickets 6:00 p.m. Ticket price of $100 includes admission for 
one and entry into the drawing. Tickets are expected to sell out. Advance 
purchase highly recommended. Over 21 only. Need not be present to win. 
Tickets are on sale at Blondin Professional Real Estate, Monday thru 
Saturday 11 a.m.-2 p.m. or call 314-503-4742. For more information contact 
Kyle Shell at kyledshell@gmail.com.

Thank You to the Community
Thank you to everyone who helped us with the clean-up after the 

December tornado.  The outpouring of support from everyone was such 
a relief. The work of the first responders, our County Council 
Representative Joe Brazil, the Defiance Merchants Association and the 
St. Charles County Emergency Management team was invaluable.  We 
met so many wonderful volunteers, who were complete strangers, just 
wanting to help.  It really was a bright spot in a difficult time. The 
Defiance/New Melle community is such a wonderful place to live. 
Thank you for everything.

The Gerdiman & Loika Families

Blood Drive at NMSR March 24

An American Red Cross Blood Drive sponsored by Daniel Boone 
Elementary is scheduled for Thursday, March 24, 2022, from 1 p.m.- 
6 p.m. The blood drive will be held at New Melle Sports and Rec 

(NMSR)  in the banquet hall, 4700 Hwy. Z.  Please call 1-800-733-2767 or 
visit redcrossblood.org and enter danielbooneelem to schedule an 
appointment.  Our country is facing a national blood crisis, and it’s the 
worst blood shortage in over a decade, posing a concerning risk for patient 
care.  All types are needed but especially types O positive and O negative.  
As you know, blood cannot be manufactured or stockpiled and can only be 
made available through the kindness of volunteer donors.  Please consider 
donating. 

Thank You from the Jackman Family
Over the last three years, this community has truly given its 

support to our family in a time of need. From the 200+ cars full of 
friends and family who drove by for Jim's birthday, to the meals, visits, 
prayers and more from those close to us -- we can't thank you enough. 
Jim loved everyone as family, and we love each and every one of you, 
too. 

Our deepest thanks, 
The  Jim Jackman Family

Save the Dates: Augusta Plein Air Art 
Festival April 2130

The Greater Augusta Chamber of Commerce will host the 19th 
Annual Plein Air Art Festival April 21-30, 2022. The 10-day 
festival features special events hosted at over a dozen beautiful 

venues in and around Augusta and the surrounding communities. This 
year’s event venues include: Augusta Shores Apr. 21; Montelle Winery 
and Balducci Vineyards Apr. 22; Historic Walnut Street and Noboleis 
Vineyards Apr 23; Lake Creek Winery Apr. 24; Lake Sherwood Estates 
Apr. 25; Sugar Creek Winery and Mt. Pleasant Estates Apr. 25; Klondike 
Park and Sunflower Hill Farm Apr. 27; the Town of Augusta and the 
town of New Melle Apr 28; special events at the Harmonie Verein Apr. 
29; and a final sale and awards ceremony Apr. 30 in the Town Square.

Numerous cash prizes of $500 or $750 will be awarded to the artists 
throughout the week, as well as awards for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place 
overall in various media categories, plus Best of Show, Artists’ Choice, 
and Peoples’ Choice on the final day.

The festival provides opportunities for artists to expand their 
market, enhance their skills, receive recognition for their art, and 
simply experience Missouri Wine Country in the company of other 
artists. Approximately 150 artists from throughout the midwest are 
expected to participate. Artists of all levels are welcome. A single fee 
covers the entire festival. Artists may participate in select or all events, 
with additional fees assessed for workshops.

The public is invited and encouraged to attend events throughout 
the week, watch the artists at work, and purchase art from the easel at 
the various venues. In addition, art created during the festival will be 
for sale at the Augusta Harmonie Verein throughout the week. There 
will also be a pop-up gallery on Thursday afternoon, Apr. 28 in New 
Melle at the Quarry Wine Garden.

Whether you are a serious buyer, or someone who simply 
appreciates the arts, come out for a day or spend the week, the festival 
has something for everyone to enjoy. For more information and a 
detailed event schedule, visit www.augustapleinair.com.
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Sign up for email Updates at 
www.boonecountryconnection.com

 to keep up with daily updates.
Like The Boone Country Connection on Facebook!

Thank You From the New Melle 
Country Market 

Thank you for your 
open arms (& 
paws) last year, 

neighbors! Our New 
Melle Country Market is 
proud and ready to serve 
our community again in 
2022. We will be open 
Saturday mornings from 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m., from May 
7 to October 29. We are 
planning events for the 
holidays and another 
country music festival 
with vendors & food 
trucks this fall. This year, 
the Market will have a lot to offer with crafts, beverages, baked goods, 
produce, and surprises. Thanks to our collaboration with Father Tom & 
staff, you will see us at the gravel parking lot behind Immaculate 
Heart of Mary again this year. 

Much to our surprise, passionate vendors this year could not wait 
for spring and have sprung into action this winter to produce a Winter 
Market indoors at the New Melle Sports & Rec., 4700 Hwy. Z,  March 5, 
from 9 a.m.- 1 p.m. Even with short notice, there's no holding them 
back.

The Market is about enjoying and celebrating community, getting 
to know neighbors and exchanging important products. 

To become a vendor, volunteer or to donate, please visit 
newmellecountrymarket.com, NewMelleCountryMarket on Facebook, 
email manager@newmellecountrymarket.com, or call (636) 398-8809.

Happy 2022, and please introduce yourselves to us as you walk 
around. Good neighbors make the world go-round and remember, 
where you spend your money matters!

Wyatt Gober & Leslie Limberg, 
Market Managers

Wyatt Gober & Leslie Limberg.
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The New Melle VFW Post #5651 
Upcoming Events
3/12/22- Karaoke Night 7-11 p.m.
3/20/22 - A Veteran’s Service Officer will be present for any Veteran 
who has benefit/medical questions. A Membership Committee member 
will be present for anyone interested in joining our Post.
Sunday Card Shoots - Sign-up at noon shooting starts at 1 p.m. $3 per 
round. 
Wednesday Queen of Hearts - Starts at 5 p.m. Bunker Grill open 5-7 
p.m.
All You Can Eat Fish Frys Every Friday During Lent - 5-8 p.m. See the 
enclosed flyer. 
The New Melle VFW Post #5651 is located at 555 Foristell Rd, New Melle.

Save the Date
New Melle Festival at NMSR  June 9  11

NMSR is Hiring
Concessions, Grounds Crew Members and Umpires
Apply at newmellesportsandrec.com/employment

New Melle 27th Annual Easter Egg 
Hunt April 9

The New Melle Chamber of Commerce is sponsoring their 27th 
Annual Easter Egg Hunt Saturday, April 9, at Immaculate Heart of 
March (IHM)  Church, 8 Hwy D, New Melle. Please note that this is 

a new location for the Easter Egg Hunt and will be on the soccer field. 
Watch for signs. Parking will be behind the church next to the soccer 
field.  Thanks to Father Tom Miller for allowing us to use the soccer 
field for this great family event. Registration begins at 9:00 a.m., and the 
hunt starts at 10:00 a.m. sharp. This is a free event offering Egg Hunts 
for children in three different categories (ages 0 – 10,) tons of prizes, 
and pictures with the Easter Bunny. (Bring your camera.)

Immediately following the Children’s Easter Egg Hunt 
(approximately 10:30 a.m.,) join us for the Annual Adult Easter Egg Hunt 
to benefit Cystic Fibrosis. Several families in the New Melle/Defiance 
area are affected by this disease. The cost is $10 per person, and you 
must be 18 or older to participate. Win great prizes, support a great cause 
and have some fun.

Many local businesses give generously to this event each year, 
making it possible to award awesome prizes, bicycles, and great 
attendance prizes for adults and families. They also share their time 
and talent to make this a fun, family-friendly community event. 
Donations can be made to the New Melle Chamber of Commerce,  
Maureen Blondin, P.O. Box 212, New Melle, MO 63365.

For more information, visit newmellechamber.com, follow the New 
Melle Chamber of Commerce on Facebook, or contact Maureen Blondin 
at 314-503-4742 or Janet Karrenbrock at 314-503-5224. See the enclosed 
flyer for more information. 
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Area Fish Fries—2022

Immaculate Heart of Mary, New Melle
Dine-in or Carryout—See the enclosed flyer. 
Reservations required 636-398-5270
March 4, 11, 18, 25, April 1 & 8 from 4 - 7 p.m. 
New Melle VFW Post #5651
See the enclosed flyer.
March 4, 11, 18, 25, April 1, 8 & 15 from 5 - 8 p.m.
St. Vincent de Paul, Dutzow 
Hosted by Knights of Columbus
Drive-thru only.
March 25 from 4 - 7 p.m.
Ebenezer UCC Augusta
See the enclosed flyer. 
March 11 & 25 and April 8 from 5 - 7:30 p.m.
Christ Lutheran Church Augusta
Carry Out Only. See our ad pg. 7. 
March 18 and April 1 from  5 - 7:30 p.m. 
St. Paul’s UCC, Defiance
Drive-thru only.
March 4 from 5 - 7:30 p.m. 

Area Lenten/Easter Services  2022

Lent - Ash Wed. 3/02/22 to Thur. 4/14/22. Good Friday 4/15 & 
Easter Sunday 4/17.
Red Tree Church, New Melle
Easter Service at 10 a.m.
St. Paul's Lutheran Church, New Melle
Ash Wednesday Service - March 2 at 7 p.m.
Wednesday Services - March 9, 16, 23, 30, & April 6 at 7 p.m.
Maundy Thursday - April 14 at 7:00 p.m.
Good Friday - April 15 at 7:00 p.m.
Easter Morning at 10:00 a.m.
Immaculate Heart of Mary, New Melle
(Every Week During Lent)
Confessions on Mon., Tue. and Wed. at 7 p.m.  
Bible Studies and Faith Formation
Sundays 8:45 a.m. to 9:45 a.m. and Wednesdays at 8:45 a.m. and 7:15 
p.m.
Stations of the Cross, Friday evenings from 4 to 7 p.m. & Good Friday 
at 1 p.m.
Holy Thursday Mass at 7 p.m., Good Friday Service at 3:00 p.m.
Holy Saturday at 8:30 a.m.
Friedens Peace New Melle
Ash Wednesday Service at 6 p.m.
St. Paul’s UCC in Defiance
Easter Sunday Sunrise Service at 7 a.m. 
Followed by breakfast and egg hunt. 

Area  Spring Sausage Suppers  2022

Femme Osage United Church of Christ
Sunday, March 13 from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.
See the enclosed flyer for details. 
Immaculate Heart of Mary, New Melle
Sunday, April 24 from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.
See the enclosed flyer for details. 

Marthasville Fire Protection District 
Firehouse Dedication March 6

The public is invited to the dedication of the Marthasville Fire 
Protection District Station 1 at 405 East Main St. in Marthasville, 
MO, on March 6th, 2022. The firehouse doors will open at noon, 

and the opening prayer for our program starts at 1 p.m. The fire district 
will be offering tours of the station and its equipment. Light 
refreshments will be provided. 
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Youth Tour Program Returning to D.C. 

After two years away due to the COVID-19 pandemic, delegates for 
the 54th annual Missouri Youth Tour program will be returning 
to Washington, D.C. this year.

Cuivre River Electric Cooperative (CREC) will sponsor and send six 
delegates who will be among dozens from Missouri and hundreds from 
across the nation to spend a week in the nation’s capitol this summer. 
The Youth Tour trip is planned for June 13-19.

The local Youth Tour program consists of an essay contest open 
only to high school juniors who live and attend school in CREC’s general 
service area, or who have CREC service to their homes. The 2022 essay 
theme is “My Favorite Cooperative Principle.” Entry forms are available 
at local high schools or online at cuivre.com. The deadline to enter is 
Friday, March 11.

Entries remain anonymous during preliminary judging by CREC 
staff. The 12 top-scoring essays are selected as finalists and will attend 
the final competition scheduled for Wednesday, April 6.

The top six finalists will be selected as Youth Tour delegates and 
earn the trip to D.C. The other six finalists will receive $500 scholarships. 
CREC fully funds the Youth Tour program. There is no cost to students or 
families. Teachers who support the Youth Tour program and submit at 
least 10 student entries receive a $50 classroom grant from CREC.

Since 1964, Cuivre River Electric has sponsored over 200 Youth 
Tour delegates for visits to Washington, D.C.

For more information on the Youth Tour program, contact Tim 
Schmidt at 636-695-4837 or tschmidt@cuivre.com.

Cuivre River Electric Cooperative is the largest member-owned 
electric distribution cooperative in Missouri. It provides service to more 
than 70,000 residential, business, commercial, industrial and 
agricultural members in Lincoln, Pike, St. Charles, Warren and 
Montgomery counties.

Dear Neighbors,
It has been so good to be part of the New Melle Community for 

these last ten years and getting to know my neighbors has been a 
tremendous blessing. I have kept many of you in my prayers as I have 
heard about illness, injury, deaths in your family, or other difficulties; 
and prayed that you might know God’s presence and peace.

During the Lenten season, I offer extra hours in the Confessional 
for members of the Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish so that there are 
more opportunities to prepare for our Lord’s Resurrection on Easter 
Sunday. While I cannot celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
(Confession) with non-Catholics, I want to extend an invitation to 
anyone who would like to talk or pray about anything whatsoever. This 
is not an attempt to “make you Catholic,” but simply to be a good 
neighbor. I will be available in the Confessional (no longer a “box”) on 
Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays during Lent from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. 
and Saturday at 8:45 a.m. in the church. Please note that there will be 
some evenings I will not be available because of schedule conflicts. I 
will post the next available time to visit on the doors to the church.

Few things are more important than giving our time to people that 
matter in our lives. I am here for my parish family, and I am here for 
my neighbors. You are more than welcome just to come by and talk. 
Take 5 minutes or 50; I am here to listen, pray and visit with you about 
whatever you would like. There are so many things that can divide us 
that it makes strengthening the bonds of community that much more 
important.

May all of you have a Blessed Lent, and I hope to see you at a Fish 
Fry or around town.

Peace,
Fr. Tom Miller
P.S. If you are unfamiliar with the church, the Confessional is 

located just inside the church to the right of the baptismal font.
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People Savings Bank 2022 
Scholarship Program

The People Saving Bank announces the 2022 Scholarship Awards 
Program. Nine scholarships will be awarded, each worth $1000. 
Eligible applicants must be seniors attending a high school, public 

or private, in the Cities of Hermann, Montgomery City, Wellsville, 
Middletown, New Haven, Troy, or Bowling Green. Seniors residing in the 
New Melle Fire Protection District attending a private high school or 
attending Francis Howell High School; seniors attending or residing 
within the boundaries of the Wentzville Liberty High School or Fort 
Zumwalt West High School; and seniors attending Clopton High School 
are eligible to apply. Applications can be obtained from your school's 
Guidance Counselor’s office. 

* Children of bank employees are eligible to apply.
Program Guidelines & Priorities:
* Seeking graduating seniors with a record of volunteerism in the 

community in non-school sponsored activities and participation in 
extracurricular school activities.

* Applicants must have a minimum GPA of 3.0 based on a 4.0 scale 
(or equivalent grading system) and plan to attend a 2 or 4-year college 
or technical school.

* The application deadline is April 8, 2022, by 4:00 p.m. Late 
applications are not accepted. The applications will be reviewed and 
recipients selected by a committee consisting of volunteers from 
Peoples Savings Bank. The scholarships will be awarded in May 2022.

** If you mail your application DO NOT staple papers together and 
DO NOT print on both sides of the paper. ONLY print on one side.**

Please submit any questions to: scholarships@ourpsb.com or call 
573-352-4470.

SCCC Students Scholarship 
Opportunities

St. Charles Community College is offering more than $215,000 in 
scholarships made available each year by the SCC Foundation and 
SCC Board of Trustees. Scholarships are based on a wide range of 

criteria, including academic achievement, enrollment in a specific career 
program, leadership involvement, talent, and athletic ability.

Students must submit one general application to be applied towards 
all opportunities. Students will be auto-matched towards scholarships 
they meet the criteria of based on the information provided in the 
application and their student record information that is automatically 
imported. Please note applying does not guarantee a scholarship.

The available scholarships can be found by visiting https://
stchas.academicworks.com/.  The deadline is April 15, 2022. 

New Melle Chamber Offering Four 
$2000 Scholarships

The New Melle Chamber of Commerce will accept applications for 
the 2022-2023 school year from February 1 to March 31, 2022. Four 
scholarships of $2000 each will be awarded this year to students 

attending an accredited trade school, vocational/technical school, 
community college or college/university.

Applicants must reside within the New Melle Fire Protection 
District, maintain at least a 2.5 GPA, and be enrolled as a full-time 
student. Students pursuing a technical/vocational/trade school are 
especially encouraged to apply. 

Scholarships are for one year and previous applicants and past 
winners are eligible and encouraged to reapply. Funds for the 
scholarship program come from proceeds from an annual golf 
tournament held in partnership with New Melle Sports and Rec. The 
golf tournament is typically held on the first Saturday of August at the 
Golf Club of Wentzville. 

Applications are available at the New Melle Chamber of Commerce 
website www.newmellechamber.com. For more information, questions 
or to submit your applications please email them to 
info@newmellechamber.com. 
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Pick up your copy of the Boone Country Connection 
at these area locations.  

Short Shop’s Store, New Melle Post Office, White Wolf Pub & Grill, 
New Melle Animal Hospital, Liz’s Bar & Grill, Straatmann Feed, New 
Melle  Dental, Peoples Savings Bank, Hair Care by Rita, Maracas 
Restaurant,  Catala Facial Retreat & Spa, The Quarry Wine Garden, 
Boone’s Trail  Branch Library, Daniel Boone School, St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church,  Friedens UCC, IHM Catholic Church, Bavarian Smoke Haus, 
Ages & Stages Learning Center,  Double D Market, Piazza Deli, Deja Du 
Hair & Nails, Sorenson’s Kennel,  Defiance Ridge Vineyards, Good 
News Brewing, Defiance Post Office, Defiance Road House, Terry and 
Kathy's Bar, St. Paul's UCC-Defiance,  Sugar Creek Winery, Christ 
Lutheran Church, Stone Ledge Antiques, Root Food + Wine, Ebenezer  
UCC, Gallery Augusta, Augusta Post Office, Augusta Emporium, 
Augusta Library,  Immaculate Conception Church, Noboleis Vineyards, 
Balducci’s  Vineyards, St. Vincent’s Church, First Community St.  Bank-
Dutzow, Illusions by Stephanie, Dutzow Post Office, Marthasville Post 
Office, K&R Market, Foristell Post  Office, Shiloh UMC Church, Coop 
Assoc. #2 Feed Store, Centerfield’s Store, Lake Sherwood Mail Center, 
St. John’s UCC- Cappeln, Femme Osage  UCC, Bethany UCC, Overstock 
Outlet-Lake St. Louis, Stefanina's Wentzville.

Subscriptions are available. 
Read online at boonecountryconnection.com.

The Greater Augusta Chamber of 
Commerce Scholarship Opportunity 

The Greater Augusta Chamber of Commerce Plein Air Scholarship 
applications are available starting March 1, 2022, with a deadline 
of Monday, April 4, 2022. Organizers expect to award four $500 

scholarships for the 2022-2023 school year to qualified students who 
live within the Augusta Fire Protection District. The applicant must 
have at least a 2.5 GPA (high school or college) and must be enrolled 
full-time (at least 12 hours per semester.) 

The scholarship can be applied to any degree program at an 
accredited school, including technical, vocational, college or university. 

Past recipients are invited to reapply. The 
application and recommendation forms are 
available at the Augusta Branch Library or 
from counselors at Washington and St. 
Francis Borgia High Schools. Or scan the QR 
code to take you to 
boonecountryconnection.com for a link to 
download the application and 
recommendation forms.) 
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Photo Tips from the "Best of 
Augusta" Photo Contest
By Gay Eskew

J ust a few pointers before you head out to capture the next winning 
photo for the "Best of Augusta" Photo Contest. A background check 
is very important for some photos. Have you ever seen a 

photograph with a telephone pole coming out of the back of someone’s 
head? Or with half their side missing, or possibly “scalped” by having 
the top of their head cut off? Or a picture of a favorite car that does not 
include the awesome wheel rims? Very embarrassing! Eliminate these 
with a photo background check.

Background checks are common in many places. They provide 
information about a person or a business. The same idea is true of 
taking pictures. The “background information” provides what is 
necessary for a complete photo. The right background, coupled with the 
foreground “center of attention,” offers the best combination for a 
pleasing picture.

What is a good background? It should enhance the focal point of 
the photograph. The “focus” includes all things important to the picture. 
Usually, a simple background is better. If your focus is a sunset, the 
clouds reflect the sunlight, which draws your eyes back to the sun, the 
center of the light. If it is a family or friends photo, remove  
background items that may detract from the people; also check to see if 
everyone is in the picture. 

For outside photos, again check for the inclusion of everyone and 
be aware of what is behind each person. By investigating various 
angles, you could find a better picture or move the entire group to 
another location. If you would like to document the location, find an 
easily recognized landmark to include in the photo. It could be the 
Washington obelisk in the DC National Mall off to one side or a sign 
everyone gathers around stating the site: “Augusta MO.”

Train yourself to be conscious of your surroundings. Set the photo 
up beforehand as much as possible. Walk around to find the best angle. 
Who knows what you might capture! 

Check out the upcoming “Best of Augusta” Photo Contests at 
www.townofaugustamo.org as more information becomes available for 
the 2022 contest.

Daylight Saving Time Sunday, March 13

Daylight Saving Time always begins on the second Sunday in 
March and ends on the first Sunday in November. To remember 
which way to set their clocks, folks often use the expression, 

“spring forward, fall back.” Daylight Saving Time begins on Sunday, 
March 13, 2022, at 2:00 A.M. On Saturday night, clocks are set forward 
one hour (i.e., losing one hour) to “spring forward.” Daylight Saving 
Time ends on Sunday, November 6, 2022, at 2:00 A.M. On Saturday 
night, clocks are set back one hour (i.e., gaining one hour) to “fall 
back.”
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Watch Out for Tax Scammers

Sadly, identity theft happens throughout the year – but some 
identity thieves are particularly active during tax-filing season. 
How can you protect yourself?
One of the most important moves you can make is to be suspicious 

of requests by people or entities claiming to be from the Internal 
Revenue Service. You may receive phone calls, texts and emails, but 
these types of communication are often just “phishing” scams with one 
goal in mind: to capture your personal information. These phishers can 
be quite clever, sending emails that appear to contain the IRS logo or 
making calls that may even seem to be coming from the IRS. Don’t open 
any links or attachments to the emails and don’t answer the calls – and 
don’t be alarmed if the caller leaves a vaguely threatening voicemail, 
either asking for personal information, such as your Social Security 
number or informing you of some debts you supposedly owe to the IRS 
that must be taken care of “immediately.”

In reality, the IRS will not initiate contact with you by phone, 
email, text message or social media to request personal or financial 
information, or to inquire about issues pertaining to your tax returns. 
Instead, the agency will first send you a letter. And if you’re unsure of 
the legitimacy of such a letter, contact the IRS directly at 800-829-1040.  

Of course, not all scam artists are fake IRS representatives – some 
will pass themselves off as tax preparers. Fortunately, most tax 
preparers are honest, but it’s not too hard to find the dishonest ones 
who might ask you to sign a blank return, promise you a big refund 
before looking at your records or try to charge a fee based on the 
percentage of your return. Legitimate tax preparers will make no grand 
promises and will explain their fees upfront. Before hiring someone to 
do your taxes, find out their qualifications. 
The IRS provides some valuable tips for 
choosing a reputable tax preparer, but you can 
also ask your friends and relatives for 
referrals.

Another tax scam to watch out for is the 
fraudulent tax return – that is, someone filing 
a return in your name. To do so, a scammer 
would need your name, birthdate and Social 
Security number. If you’re already providing 
two of these pieces of information – your 
name and birthdate on social media, and you 
also include your birthplace – you could be 
making it easier for scam artists to somehow 
get the third. It’s a good idea to check your 
privacy settings and limit what you’re sharing 
publicly. You might also want to use a 
nickname and omit your last name, birthday 
and birthplace.

Here’s one more defensive measure: File 
your taxes as soon as you can. Identity thieves 
often strike early in the tax season, so they 
can file their bogus returns before their 
victims.

To learn more about tax scams, visit the IRS website (irs.gov) and 
search for the “Taxpayer Guide to Identity Theft.” This document 
describes some signs of identity theft and provides tips for what to do if 
you are victimized.

It’s unfortunate that identity theft exists, but by taking the proper 
precautions, you can help insulate yourself from this threat, even when 
tax season is over.

Information provided by Ben Waggoner, CFP®, Edward Jones 
financial advisor at 30 W Highway D, Suite200, New Melle, MO 63365. 
Visit us at www.edwardjones.com/benwaggoner.
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Once completed, the “Mallard at Landing” 
sculpture was coated with a special paint additive 
that soaks into the rust and helps arrest the 
corrosion, ensuring the longevity of the piece.

The completed sculpture, which took four 
months to build, has a 23-foot wingspan, stands 9 
feet tall and is 14 feet long. It is believed to be the 
largest mallard sculpture in the country, and the 
second-largest in the world!  Soon, it will be moved to 

its permanent home at a private residence where the surrounding 
landscape will create a long, double wake behind the duck using elevated 
ground and short foliage.

What’s next? As a result of this project, the two artists have been 
commissioned to build an 18-foot bald eagle out of copper and stainless, 
and discussions have begun for a third project of a similar size and scope. 
For more information about “Augusta Rust” email Brian and Ben at 
AugustaRust@gmail.com.

A plasma cutter was used to cut the roof tin 
into feathers which were then individually 
fastened onto the armature to create the outer 
cladding. Two special tools were made to help 
bend the metal. Each feather is fastened in a 
minimum of three locations. Stainless steel 
staples were used to prohibit corrosion. Each 2-
inch-long staple was shot from the outside, then 
hand twisted together on the inside — which 
was no easy feat 
given the tight 
quarters.

Structural 
elements were added 
later, after the 
armature was 
complete. The wings 
were socketed by 
three telescoping 
tubes per side, and 
bolted in place. 
Bracing was added to 
ensure stability and 
prevent cyclic 
movement which 

could lead to tensile stress failure.
The wings were created in tandem for symmetry. Each 

wing contains 220 individual feathers, 120 of those are 
outlined with a 1/4-inch rod for rigidity. The rods were 
attached with 11-gauge hog rings via the use of a custom-
modified pliers. These connections will be intact long after a 
spot weld on the galvanized roofing material would have 
failed.

The cladding on the feet was made by weaving small strips of the 
metal roofing tin around each claw, and the large tail feathers were 
curled mimicking this signature trait of the male mallard.

With the exception of the teal wings and eyes, the roof tin was used 
without any additional paint. To create the dramatic contrast between 
the different areas of the piece, the artists hand-selected sections of both 
the front and back of the roof panels: blackened soot underside for the 
tail, reflective gray galvanized on the head, full rust for the collar and 
bill, streaked rust and original metallic paint for the body feathers.

Mallard Sculpture...from Page 1

Top (LR): 
1) An aerial view showing the 
23' wingspan.
2) Vine starter rods from a 
local winery were used to 
shape the armature and 
support some of the larger 
wing feathers.
3) Except for the eyes and 
some teal paint on the wings, 
the colors on the rest of the 
piece are all natural patina 
from the aged roofing tin.
4) The cladding on the feet 
was made by weaving thin 
strips of the metal roofing 
material around each talon.
5) Curved tale feathers  a 
signature trait of the male 
mallard (drake.)

More photos on boonecountryconnection.com
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New Melle Candidates for the April Election

Steve Burt  Mayor

Running Unopposed - (The incumbent, Richard West, is not 
seeking re-election.)

How long have you lived in New Melle? Since I was born, I have 
lived around New Melle.

Do you have any previous experience in city/county 
government or other boards? If yes, describe: I have no city/county 
experience, but I have been on many different boards and am 
currently on the New Melle Sports and Rec Board and have been a part 
of festival committees and the Defiance Merchants Association 
committees.

What are some of the priority issues, projects, or community 
needs/goals you feel the City should address over the next two 
years? We need to continue to promote growth in the City while 
keeping the area rural. I will work with the Planning and Zoning 
Commission to help accomplish some of the current projects at hand. I 
want local businesses to be proud to be a part of New Melle and 
possibly play a bigger role in our community. 

If you would like to tell a little about yourself, and any other 
thoughts, comments or information you would like to share with 
the voters? I am a licensed plumber, and I own Intelligent Plumbing 
Solutions. We provide new construction, remodeling and repair work to 
New Melle residents and surrounding areas, including St. Charles, 
Lincoln, Warren, Franklin and St. Louis counties. My wife Julie works at 
Blondin Professional Real Estate as a Realtor, and I have three children. 
My oldest is currently a full-time student at Mizzou, while the younger 
two attend Daniel Boone Elementary (the best elementary school 
EVER, which I also attended!) Growing up near New Melle, I always 
considered New Melle an area rather than a city. Even though I didn't 
grow up IN the city limits of New Melle, I always considered myself a 
New Mellian. Who wouldn't want to be a part of this town?!

Voters in the City of New Melle will be voting for a new mayor and 
two aldermen seats on April 5. All three candidates are running 
unopposed, but the Boone County Connecion wanted to give Trevor 
Goodman, Steve Burt and Gary Schneider a chance to let the voters 
know a little more about themselves. For more information about the 
April 5 General Municipal Election or how to register to vote see pg. 16.

Gary Schnieder  Alderman Ward 2

Incumbent running unopposed. 
How long have you lived in New Melle? 

I’ve lived in New Melle since 1967.
Do you have any previous experience 

in city/county government or other boards? 
If yes, describe: I’ve been involved with the 
City as an alderman since 1997 on and off a 
couple of times in that period of time, I serve 
on a few other boards such as LCA School, 
Harvest Initiative and Global Compassion.  

What are some of the priority issues, projects, or community 
needs/goals you feel the City should address over the next two 
years? A few of the issues or goals I have is for the City to invest in our 
streets and water run-off issues. Also, I personally want us to be a city 
that is open to small businesses and a great place to raise a family as it 
has been for years. 

If you would like to tell a little about yourself, and any other 
thoughts, comments or information you would like to share with 
the voters? While serving our community I will do my best to be fair-
minded and not have an agenda, to know that our freedoms come from 
my Savior the Lord Jesus Christ and not from our government. I will, in 
all things, do my best to honor Him.

Trevor Goodman  Alderman Ward 1 

Running Unopposed - (The incumbent 
Don Hendrich is not seeking re-election.)

How long have you lived in New Melle? 
Three years. My wife and I bought our house 
in town when we were expecting our first 
child; we patiently waited for a whole year 
while it sat on the market before we finally 
purchased our first home. Upon moving in, I 
quickly introduced myself to my neighbors 
and began growing solid relationships with 
the people around us.

Do you have any previous experience in city/county 
government or other boards? If yes, describe: In May of 2019, I 
applied to serve on the New Melle Planning and Zoning Commission. I 
had motivation because we were going to be raising our family here. I 
was appointed, and since joining, I have been proud to be involved in 
this community. I have been involved with events in the town and 
trying to serve the community where I can. I'm quick to volunteer, all 
the while having a smile on my face and sharing some laughs.

What are some of the priority issues, projects, or community 
needs/goals you feel the City should address over the next two 
years? My main goal is to be a conduit for the citizens of the 
community with the City of New Melle. We all love New Melle, and I 
wish to help keep it that way. I want to promote growth and small 
businesses to keep New Melle thriving. I support local as much as I can 
and try to keep my money here in New Melle.

New Melle will be changing, and everything around us is as well, 
and that's inevitable. We all see it coming. We have the opportunity to 
get involved and try to control the growth as much as possible, and I 
want to have a voice. I also want to encourage people to get involved in 
the community because the more you're involved, the more you will 
love it. 

If you would like to tell a little about yourself, and any other 
thoughts, comments or information you would like to share with 
the voters? I have a beautiful wife, Lawrene, and two little ones, my 
son, Ari (2), and my daughter, Isla (1). We have two dogs, Gus and Miles. 
I grew up in north O'Fallon and lived in Wentzville before moving to 
New Melle. Our family has recently started attending Red Tree Church 
in New Melle and enjoy it. I am a small business owner and a member of 
the New Melle Chamber of Commerce. In October of 2021, my career 
reached new levels when I became a Master Electrician. In December of 
2021, I finished my contract with the Missouri Air National Guard after 
seven years of service to focus more on my business. Some of my best 
memories were while serving in our military. I thoroughly enjoy 
helping people, building relationships, sharing laughs and enjoying some 
beers. I try to enjoy life as much as possible.

Read news throughout the month at 
www.boonecountryconnection.com
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CITY OF NEW MELLE
PUBLIC NOTICE

PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION
PROPOSED REZONING 

The Planning and Zoning Commission for the City of New 
Melle will hold a Public Hearing on Wednesday, April 6, 2022 at 7:00 
p.m. regarding the application from Luciann Lisi Hruza and Sanford 
Sachtleben to rezone 5.5 acres from R1-A (Single-Family Residential 
District) to AG (Agricultural) and 5 acres from Parks and Recreation 
to AG (Agricultural), a total of 10.50 acres, for property located at 
554 Foristell Rd., Wentzville, MO  63385. See Legal Description 
Below.   The Public Hearing will be held at City Hall, 145 Almeling 
Street, New Melle, Missouri  63365.  All interested persons may 
provide comment during the Public Hearing.  For additional 
information, please contact the City Clerk at City Hall at 636-828-
4807.

Marcia Gay - City Clerk
Legal Description
10.5 Acre Tract
A tract of land being part of the Southeast Quarter of Section 

22, township 46 North, Range 1 East, City of New Melle, St. Charles 
County, Missouri and being described as follows:

Beginning at an old post at the Center of Section 22; thence 
along the North line of the Southeast Quarter South 88 degrees-37’ 
East 224.87 feet; thence along the centerline of Foristell Road 
(County), South 50 degrees-04’ East 183.91 feet; thence South 49 
degrees-25’ East 91.87 feet; thence South 46 degrees-22’ East 106.70 
feet; thence leaving the said centerline., South 48 degrees-00’ West 
250.00 feet to an iron rod; thence South 08 degrees-02’ West 1115.62 
feet to an iron rod; thence South 85 degrees-22’ West 36.02 feet to a 
corner in a creek; thence North 68 degrees-39’ West 175.41 feet; 
thence along the West line of the Southeast Quarter, North 01 
degrees-06’ East 1468.10 feet to the place of beginning, and 
containing 10.50 acres, more or less.

April 5th General Election 
Information

The last day to register to vote for the April 5th General Municipal 
Election is Wednesday, March 9, 2022; absentee voting began 
Tuesday, February 22. The St. Charles County Election Authority’s 

website is an excellent source for more information on registering to 
vote, absentee voting information and other election information visit 
www.sccmo.org/410/Election-Authority.

Summary of the April 5th candidates and propositions for the local 
area: 

Town of Augusta - Board of Trustees (Two-year term. Vote for 
two.) Candidates are Richard Barton and Robert Hofer.

City of Foristell - Mayor, (one-year term) - Mark Meyerhoff.
Alderman Ward 1 - (two-year term) - Constance Palmer.
Alderman Ward 2, (two-year term) - Michael Luetkenhaus.
Proposition F - Shall the City of Foristell, Missouri, impose a real 

estate and personal property tax of fifty cents ($.50) for every one 
hundred dollars ($100) of the assessed valuation of said property for the 
purpose of funding the general fund for public purposes. 

City of New Melle - Mayor, (two-year term) - Steve Burt.
Alderman Ward 1, (two-year term) - Trevor Goodman.
Alderman Ward 2, (two-year term) - Gary Schneider.
Francis Howell School District - Board of Education, (three-year 

term, vote for two)  Christine Hyman, Adam Bertrand, Rand Cook Jr., 
Justin McCoy, Rick Rice and Mike Hoehn. 

Washington School District - Board of Education, (three-year 
term, vote for two)  Kelly Brinkmann, Matthew Wilson, Trish Mitchell, 
Chantel Unnerstall, Frank Wood and Maryanne Scaniosharp.

Wentzville School District - Board of Education, (three-year term, 
vote for two)  Dale Schaper, Julie Scott, Katie Lyczak, Sandy Garber, J.J. 
Suftko, John Kaelin, and Donald R. Lonney Jr.

Road Updates  Highways Z & N 

The St. Charles County Highway Department updated the status of 
the Highways Z & N intersection realignment (Also known as 
Route N Phase 3.) on February 1.  Right-of-way (ROW) plans have 

been approved by MoDOT. Appraisal work is finished, and initial offers 
have all been made. ROW acquisition is continuing into 2022. Five of 
eleven parcels have been acquired, with the outstanding heading to 
condemnation by spring of 2022. Construction will follow by late 
summer 2022.
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Emmaus Homes Opens Satellite Office 
in Washington  Job Fair March 16

Emmaus Homes, Inc. has partnered with Exit 11 Coffeehouse & 
Workspace to open a satellite office in Washington, Mo. The 
shared space will provide work areas for employees with 

opportunities to meet with clients and family members and conduct 
staff training. “We are excited to partner with a local business to offer a 
convenient, local workspace for our employees,” said Stacy Spradling, 
Chief Human Resources Officer at Emmaus. The organization plans to 
host a job fair at Exit 11 Coffeehouse on March 16th, from 11 a.m. to 6 
p.m.

Emmaus Homes is a non-profit organization dedicated to providing 
services to adults with developmental disabilities. With more than 50 
homes in the St. Louis metropolitan area, including Warren and Franklin 
counties, Emmaus provides services to more than 200 clients. To learn 
more about a career at Emmaus, please visit www.emmaushomes.org/
careers.

Opened in 2015, Exit 11 Coffee House & Workspace boasts more than 
4,000 square feet of private offices, two large meeting rooms and space 
for coworking. Exit 11 Coffee House is located at 1351 Jefferson St., Suite 
120 in Washington.

About Emmaus: At Emmaus Homes, we know that people with 
developmental disabilities want to be independent. To do that, they 
need a home and a community that embraces their unique abilities. The 
problem is it’s hard to live without support, which makes them feel 
frustrated, excluded, and powerless. We believe our clients deserve the 
resources they need to live independently. We understand it’s tough to 
manage life alone, which is why for 125 years, as a faith-based 
organization, we have provided high-quality services, caring for the 
whole person for their whole life. With Emmaus standing behind them, 
and the support of the community, the people we support can stop 
worrying about losing control of their life and instead create their own 
story. Emmaus Homes is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization. For more 
information about Emmaus Homes, visit www.emmaushomes.org.

Wanted: Beehives to rent for
 apple pollination. 

See  this unclassified and others on pg. 25
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Get Outdoors for Spring  St. Charles 
County Parks Activities

Detailed information for the following activities and many others 
can be found in the St. Charles County Parks, Winter/Spring 
Park Activity Guide. Available online at stccparks.org or call 

636-949-7535. Some of the activities do require pre-registration. 
Summer Camp Enrollment opens March 4 - This year, we will be 

offering day or week-long camps for children ages 6 - 18. Check online 
for all the fun and engaging camps. 

Kinetic Park
• Little Leprechaun Time Trials is a new biking event that allows 

children ages 12 and under to experience the excitement of time 
trials in a no-pressure atmosphere. Saturday, March 19, 10 - 11:30 
a.m

• Shamrock & Roll - Bring the family and enjoy an afternoon 
concert and this all-wheels event for skateboarders, scooters, 
BMX riders, rollerblades and wheelchairs. Saturday, March 19, 12 
- 3 p.m.

• Eggstravaganza Hunt - The Easter Bunny is coming to Kinetic 
Park! Free age-specific egg hunts and activities for children of all 
abilities. Saturday, April 9, 10 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Quail Ridge Park
• Trivia Night at the Park. Bring your team of eight to Quail Ridge 

Lodge. Open to all ages. Thursday, March 24, 6 - 8 p.m.
• Ranger-guided bird walks during spring migration season. All 

ages welcome, Friday, April 15, 8 - 9:30 a.m.
Klondike Park
• Murder Mystery Dinner - Test your skills as a detective at the 

third annual dinner theatre experience. Friday, March 11, 6 p.m., 
happy hour; 6:30 p.m., dinner.

• Talkin’ Turkey Vultures includes a short walk to the top of the 
lookout bluff where these birds perch in the park. Sunday, April 
10, 4 - 5 p.m.

Brommelsiek Park
• Natures Nightshift discover the outdoors and learn about 

wildlife in the parks at night. 
Fridays, April 1 and 29, 7:30  - 9 p.m.

• Golden Hour Hikes let you experience the most beautiful hour of 
the day in the parks. 
Friday, April 15, 6:15 - 7:30 p.m.

• Mountain Bike Night Rides - Grab your bike, a light and hit the 
trails at night. Friday, April 15, 8 - 11 p.m.

The Historic Daniel Boone Home
• Maple Syrup Festival - celebrate the sweet season of making 

maple syrup.
Saturday, March 5, 11 a.m. - 3 p.m.

• Historic Free Play for children, in preschool and up to age six, 
and their parents are invited to play by using hands-on activities 
to promote development. Monday, March 21, 9 - 11 a.m.

• Golden Hour Hikes let you experience the most beautiful hour of 
the day in the parks. Wednesday, March 30, 6:00 - 7:15 p.m.

• Pioneer Women: Blackpowder to Sampler - Experience the hard 
yet rewarding life of frontier women as you step into these roles 
that would have been necessary for survival. Saturday, April 9, 
1:30 - 4:30 p.m.
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Organ Donation  Learn the Facts, 
How to Register and Save Lives

When you get a new driver’s license or renew your existing ID, 
you fill out an application at the DMV, which contains 
important information about your personal identity. You are 

asked to note your height, weight and eye color and then pose for your 
picture. However, many drivers overlook one very important box on 
their license application — the choice to register as an organ donor. But 
even if you don’t check the box initially, there are still options to 
register after the fact, including online registration.

Almost every driver in the United States is required to carry car 
insurance, which is important in the event of a collision. It protects 
your legal and financial responsibilities if you hit another driver and 
they get injured or their vehicle sustains damage. However, few drivers 
consider what might happen if they lost their life in a fatal crash. It is 
hard to imagine being in such a situation, but registering as an organ 
donor can allow you to save someone’s life if you were to die in a car 
accident.
Fatal auto collisions:

In 2019, there were an estimated 6,756,000 car accidents in the 
United States. Many car accidents are minor, like fender benders or 
parking lot collisions. However, serious car accidents can also happen. 
Out of the total number of accidents in 2019, 36,096 accidents involved 
fatalities.

Although it is difficult to think about, every driver is at risk of 
potentially getting into a fatal car accident. In fact, data from the CDC 
shows that traffic accidents are a leading cause of death for Americans 
between the ages of 1-54. While fatal accidents are incredibly tragic, 
checking the organ donor box on your driver’s license application gives 
you a chance to potentially save someone’s life who is waiting for an 
organ donation. It can provide peace of mind knowing that if the 
unthinkable happens, you might be able to give life to someone in need.
How organ donors help:

Registering as an organ donor is not required, but could be 
extremely meaningful for those it offers an organ match to. Becoming 
an organ donor means you could potentially give someone else a chance 
to survive a critical illness, like heart disease or kidney failure.

Many drivers struggle with the idea of becoming an organ donor 
because it puts their own mortality into perspective. There are also a 
number of misconceptions around becoming an organ donor. If you are 
thinking of becoming one, here are some of the things you should know.
Understand the facts:

When someone needs an organ transplant, it can sometimes take 
years to find a match. Unfortunately, most people battling serious 
illnesses do not have much time to wait for a donor. Here are some of 
the facts around organ donation:

• On average, roughly 36,000 Americans receive a life-saving 
transplant every year.

•  Every day, about 17 people die waiting for an organ transplant.
•  There are more than 106,000 people of all ages on the waiting 

list for an organ transplant.
•  A single organ donor can save up to eight lives.
•  Every nine minutes, a new man, woman or child is added to the 

transplant waiting list.
•  Kidneys are the most needed organ donation, followed by livers, 

hearts and lungs.
•  39,000 organ transplants were performed in the United States in 

2020.
•  Just about every major religion is accepting of organ donation.

Common misconceptions:
Many people have heard myths about organ donation, which can 

make them hesitant to join the donor registry. Here are some of the 
most common misconceptions about organ donation:

•  There are enough organ donors already.
•  You can only donate organs to family members.
•  Wealthy individuals and celebrities get priority on waiting lists 

over everyday people.
•  You cannot have an open-casket funeral if your organs are 

donated.
•  Becoming an organ donor will cost your family money when 

you pass away.
•  You have to be young in order to become an organ donor.
•  Organ donors are not given life-saving measures if they are in a 

serious accident.
•  You can only register as an organ donor when you get or renew 

your driver’s license.
The process of registering as an organ donor is extremely easy and 

does not require any medical history or physical examination. 
Register at the DMV:

When you first get your driver’s license at the DMV, you can 
register as an organ donor. On the license application form, you simply 
check the box indicating that you would like to become a registered 
donor. When you receive your new driver’s license, it will have a small 
heart on the front, indicating your status as an organ donor.
How else can I register?

If you already have a driver’s license or a state ID, you could 
register as an organ donor online. When you register online, you are also 
given the option to choose which organs you wish to donate. You could 
also designate yourself as a tissue donor. Register at https://
donatelifemissouri.org/register/

Story from https://www.bankrate.com/insurance/car/register-
as-organ-donor-state-by-state/
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Peggy Ann O’Brien

Peggy Ann O’Brien of O’Fallon, Missouri 
passed away at the age of 41 on Tuesday, 
February 8, 2022. Peggy was born on March 12, 
1980, and was the beloved daughter of Larry 
and Susan Kohler of Wentzville, Missouri.  She 
is survived by her loving husband, Tim O’Brien 
and two daughters, Aubrey and Kelsey O’Brien 
of O’Fallon, Missouri.  She is also survived by 
her stepson Jarrett O’Brien, fiancée Rachel 
Nifong and grandson Baylor O’Brien; brother 
Dale Kohler (Christine), sister Jennifer Killian (Josh), and sister Holly 
Kohler (Clint); mother-in-law Mary O’Brien; brother-in-law Jay Denney; 
three nieces and one nephew, Kayla Denney, Andrew, Emily & Rachel 
Killian; and several additional family members and friends.  

Visitation: Tuesday, February 15, 2022, 3:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. at 
Pitman Funeral Home, 1545 Wentzville Parkway, Wentzville, MO 63385, 
with service immediately following at 7 p.m. at the Funeral Home.

Memorials may be made to the nonprofit National Alliance on 
Mental Illness (NAMI of St. Louis), in care of Pitman Funeral Home, P.O. 
Box 248, Wentzville, MO  63385 or via the Pitman website.

James "Jim" Allen  Jackman

Captain James A. Jackman passed away on 
Friday, February 4th, 2022, at his home in 
Foristell, Missouri at the age of 74.

James, known to friends as Jim, was born 
in Princeton, Indiana on March 3, 1947, to 
Hester and Virgil Jackman. They moved from 
Orio to Mt. Caramel, Illinois around 1950. In 
January 1973, he met Sharon K. Baskin of 
Murphysboro, Illinois. They were married the 
following October. Jim is survived by his wife 
Sharon, son Jon E. Jackman and his wife Julie of O’Fallon Missouri, 
two granddaughters; Mollie E. Jackman of Columbia Missouri and 
Maggie E. Jackman of O’Fallon Missouri. 

Jim was the youngest of five siblings; Ruby Kirkman of Mt. 
Carmel, Illinois, Wanda Johnson of Union Grove Wisconsin, Charlene 
(David) Putnam of Littleton, Colorado, and the late Dale Jackman of 
Munster, Indiana. He was also close with his sister-in-law, Marsha 
Coffer, her husband Leland and the late Earl R. Baskin of Carbondale 
Illinois. He is also survived by three generations of nieces and 
nephews.  

Captain Jackman was a graduate of Mt. Carmel High school, class 
of 1965. He then graduated from Southern Illinois University-
Carbondale in 1970 and immediately began his flying career. He was 
hired as a charter pilot for SIU - Carbondale, and then by Ozark 
Airlines in 1974. As a result of mergers, he flew commercially for 
three airlines: Ozark, TWA and American. He achieved advanced 
positions of Pilot Check Airman and Pilot Simulator Instructor and 
served as a captain for all three airlines.  Jim flew the FH-227, DC-9 
and MD-80 on domestic flights only, because he loved his time at 
home tending to horses, dogs and 12 acres of property. Jim retired 
from American Airlines in March 2007. 

Jim enjoyed traveling with Sharon, horseback riding, golf, raising 
bird dogs (German Shorthairs and English Pointers.) He was an avid 
bird dog field trainer for many years-competing with his bird dogs to 
showcase their hunting skills. He also loved spending the last 9 
winters with Sharon at Rio Rancho Verde in Scottsdale Arizona. They 
made many close friends while there.   

Jim was a member of St. John’s United Church of Christ in 
Foristell, Missouri, where Sharon still attends services. He served 
multiple times on the church council as a member and as President. 
He was on the building committee for their Family Life Center, which 
opened in 2003. He also served as chairman of the St. John’s Cemetery 
Committee until shortly before his death. He and Sharon also served 
as chairmen for the annual church picnic on several occasions.  

A memorial service will be held for Jim on Thursday, March 3, 
his birthday, in the Family Life Center of St. John’s United Church of 
Christ (address below). Visitation: March 3 from 11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
with a memorial service at 2:00 p.m. Reverend Paul R. Johnson will 
officiate, with assistance from Pastor Emeritus, Devin R. Jones.   

In Lieu of Flowers, the family requests that donations be made to 
The Women's Circle of St. John’s UCC, 60 St. Johannes Ln., Foristell, 
Missouri 63348; The ALS Association, St. Louis Regional Office 1950 
Craig Rd. St. Louis, Missouri 63146; or Team Gleason Foundation, Box 
24493 New Orleans, Louisiana 70184. 

Jim’s family would like to thank Angels on Duty of O’Fallon, 
Missouri and Loving Hands Hospice of Warrenton, Missouri and a 
multitude of family and friends for their kind, loving care.  

"Gentleman Jim” was loved and will be missed by all.
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Read obituaries on line at 
www.boonecountryconnection.com

Mary Jane Cuccio

Mary Jane Cuccio, nee English, passed away 
Saturday, February 5th, 2022 in St. Louis, MO, 
after years of battling Alzheimer's.

She will be missed by her husband of 67 
years, John S. Cuccio, Sr and her 3 children: 
Victoria (Tim) Taylor, John Jr. (Laura) Cuccio 
and James (Theresa) Cuccio. Mary Jane's 
children gave her ten cherished grandchildren 
and three wonderful great-grandchildren. She is 
the daughter of Milton and Evelyn English, with 
brothers Frank, Kenneth and William. Mary Jane grew up in the Warren, 
Ohio area where she graduated from Bazetta High School. She and her 
husband moved from Warren to several cities, then retired in Sarasota, 
Florida. She loved to cook, paint, bowl and golf. She had many friends 
and loved to throw a party. When she fell ill, she and her husband 
moved to the St. Louis area to be by family. God blessed her with the 
peace she deserves, and we are grateful that she is now able to rest.

Graveside Service: Immaculate Heart of Mary Catholic Cemetery, 
New Melle, Missouri at a later date.

Memorials may be made to the Alzheimer's Association in care of 
Pitman Funeral Home, P. O. Box 248, Wentzville, MO 63385.

Shawn Payne Salmon

Shawn Payne Salmon passed away in 
Springfield, MO on January 11, 2022, at the age 
of 52.

She is survived by her son, Terry Parker; 
daughter, Trisha Parker; brother, Daniel 
(Michelle) Payne; sister, Cindy Stage; five nieces 
and nephews, Matt Sidwell, Meghan Alexander, 
Stephen Stage, Corey Stage, and Shalyn Weir; 
and several extended relatives and close 
friends. She is preceded in death by her father, 
Lawrence Payne, mother, Patricia Denny Payne, sister, Christina 
Sidwell. Shawn was the New Melle Festival Queen in 1985. She will be 
dearly missed by all who knew her. Services to be held at a later date.

Lawrence "Larry" Gassei

Lawrence "Larry" Gassei passed away on 
February 18, 2022, at the age of 83. He was the 
beloved husband of Shirley Gassei nee Plafcan 
of Lake Sherwood, Missouri.  He and Shirley 
were married on February 13, 1965, in St. Louis, 
MO, celebrating 57 years of marriage. 

Larry was the Director of Accounting in 
the overseas office for the American Soybean 
Association.  He was a member of Immaculate 
Heart of Mary Catholic Church and a member of 
Knights of Columbus #11656 in New Melle. He enjoyed playing golf, 
especially in Warrenton, and fishing. Larry loved spending time with his 
sons and grandchildren.  He was a wonderful husband, father, and 
grandfather who leaves many happy memories to be cherished. 

He is survived by his wife, two sons, Steve Gassei of Lake 
Sherwood, MO and Mark (Araceli) Gassei of Los Angeles, CA; cousin, 
Glenn (Kathy) Parris; four grandchildren, Brandon Gassei of 
Bentonville, AR, Arturo Gassei, Jack Gessei, and Salma Gassei all of Los 
Angeles, CA; many nieces, nephews, and friends. He is preceded in death 
by his parents, Frank Gassei and Cecilia Gassei nee Sampson, brother, 
Kenneth Gassei.

Visitation: Saturday, March 12, 2022, from 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. at 
Immaculate Heart of Mary Catholic Church, 8 West Highway D, New 
Melle, MO 63365 with a funeral immediately following at 10:00 a.m. at 
the church. Interment in the church cemetery.

The family requests in lieu of flowers memorials be made to Masses 
or St. Vincent DePaul, in care of Pitman Funeral Home, P. O. Box 248, 
Wentzville, MO  63385.

Patricia Jo Jones

Patricia Jo (Nee: Gibbons) Jones of 
Marthasville, MO, passed away peacefully, at 
the age of 76, at her home, Sunday, February 
20, 2022. She was born June 7, 1945, in 
Dubuque, IA, to the late Donald and Bertha 
(Nee: Thoma) Gibbons. 

Patricia was an animal lover. She 
volunteered at the Humane Society and Stray 
Rescue. She also spent her free time at 
Immaculate Heart of Mary Church in New Melle, MO. Patricia had 
many friends from church and was involved in a library group and 
loved playing cards as often as she could.

She was preceded in death by her parents, Donald and Bertha. 
She is survived by her special friends, Brenda Casey, Kris Foral, Brad 
and Jo Ann Crane; many other friends, co-workers and family.

A Graveside Service will be held at a later date.
Memorial donations are preferred to The Humane Society or 

Stray Rescue of St. Louis, c/o Martin Funeral Home, 510 East Main St. 
Warrenton, MO. 63383. Online condolences may be made at 
www.martinfuneral.net

Andrew A. Bova

Andrew A. Bova of Defiance, MO, passed away Saturday, February 
19, 2022, at the age of 74. Beloved husband of Pam Bova; cherished son 
of the late Gus and Virginia Bova. Devoted father of Dominic Augustus 
Bova, Nicholas Drew (Corey Biller) Bova, and Evan Bova; dear brother of 
Catherine Rankin, Ann (Jerry) Snow, and Rose Thomas; beloved uncle 
and friend. Andy was dearly loved and will be greatly missed by all who 
knew him.

Visitation: St. Joseph's Catholic Church, 1355 Motherhead Rd., 
Cottleville, MO. Monday, February 28, 2022, 10:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.

Funeral Mass: Immediately following visitation on Monday, 
February 28, 2022, 10:30 a.m.

In Lieu of flowers, please make donations to the IPF Foundation; 
visit ipffoundation.org.
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Generator Safety  
Use Backup Power Safely

When used properly, portable and standby generators are a 
great option to provide backup power during power outages. 
Learn how to use your generator safely with the following 

tips from the New Melle Fire Protection District Facebook page. 
Generator Location

• Always keep the generator at least 20 feet away from your home.
•  Never operate a generator in an enclosed space.
•  Keep generators away from doors, windows and vents.
•  Always direct exhaust away from your home. 
•  Make sure the generator has 3-4 feet of clear space above and on 

all sides for proper ventilation.
Generator Use

•  Always use grounded cords and inspect cords for damage prior to 
use. 

•  Use the proper cord for the wattage being used.
•  Always use GFCI protection.
•  Make sure to start/stop generators when no electrical loads are 

connected.
•  Keep generators dry, do not operate when wet, and refuel when 

cool.
•  Do not overload generators.
•  Do not plug a generator directly into your home, connect items 

being powered directly to the generator. 
Transfer Switches

•  Transfer switches, whether manual or automatic, allow you to 
choose between utility power or backup generator power. 

•  Transfer switches are the only way to safely power your home’s 
electrical system. 

•  Using a transfer switch prevents backfeeding. This occurs when 
your generator becomes a power source for the surrounding area 
and can damage your home, your neighbor’s homes and injure 
workers trying to restore power. 

Carbon Monoxide (CO) Poisoning Prevention
• Improper use and installation of generators could cause CO 

poisoning. 
•  Make sure your home has carbon monoxide alarms outside each 

sleeping area and on every level of the home. 
•  CO can kill in as little as 5 minutes.
•  Symptoms of CO poisoning are dizziness, headaches, nausea and 

tiredness. 
•  If you experience CO poisoning symptoms, get fresh air, do not 

reenter area and call 911.
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Old Business
The new entrance signs into New Melle are finally in (and the 

hardware to install the signs) are ready to go up. 
As of February 10, eight business licenses and three liquor licenses 

were not paid, and the businesses were still operating. The initial 
renewal letter was sent at the beginning of January, and a reminder 
letter went out on February 1 to those who had not paid. The City will 
send out letters to those with unpaid licenses with a deadline, and if 
not paid, a summons will be issued. Editor's Note: As of February 22, six 
business licenses and two liquor licenses were unpaid.

A business in town still owes money to the City for costs associated 
with getting their business up and running. Last year payment 
arrangements were agreed upon, but no payments have been made. 
Next month, the issue will be addressed with an exact amount owed 
and the City's options as to how to proceed. 

New Business
The City is reviewing its Fee Schedule for changes in description 

and pricing. The engineer stated that the City of Flint Hill has an 
excellent process in place that can be found on their website. New 
Melle needs to consider the fees associated with subdivisions as growth 
comes. The fee should be based on per acre and per phase basis, not just 
a flat fee, which New Melle currently charges. The City is considering 
changing the wording and not calling the fees "deposits." Deposit can 
imply an expectation to get money back, and for the most part, money 
is not returned. Also, the City's instructions for obtaining permits need 
clarification for a better understanding of the process. This topic was 
tabled so Planning and Zoning can review then present to the Board 
and the Mayor.

St. Charles County Animal Control sent a new agreement to 
provide kennel service and enforcement of St. Charles County's Animal 
Control Ordinances for the City of New Melle. The previous agreement 
expired on February 1. The City Clerk stated that the City had not paid 
the County any money in the past year for animal control. There were 
questions from the Board about cost and the exact duties included, so 
the Board tabled the issue until next month.

The meeting was adjourned, and the next Board of Aldermen 
meeting will be Thursday, March 10 at 7:00 p.m.

New Melle Board of Aldermen 
Highlights February 10
By Kathy Miller 

The New Melle Board of Aldermen met at City Hall on Thursday, 
February 10, 2022. Mayor Richard West, Aldermen Nik Bradley, 
Don Hendrich and Gary Schneider, the City Attorney, City Clerk, 

and City Engineer were all present. Alderman Karrenbrock was absent. 
The minutes from January 13, 2022, meeting were approved, with a 

minor change. 
Open Forum: New Melle Sports and Rec, represented by Todd 

Joerling, had two items to discuss. Mayor West explained that they 
could not vote on those topics because it was not on the agenda for 
that evening. Mayor West wanted to hear what NMSR has proposed, so 
the Board could discuss and vote at the next meeting. The first item 
was the maintenance agreement between NMSR and the City. Todd 
explained that NMSR intends to partner with the City again this year 
and would like to map out all the details of the maintenance 
agreement so that there is no confusion this year. The second subject 
involves the property the City owns at the corner of Hwys. D & Z. NMSR 
would like to improve the lower end of the property by raising and 
leveling the land; and will be used for extra practice space. It would be 
an improvement to the ground and would be at no cost to the City. The 
Mayor requested that NMSR put a proposal together for next month's 
meeting, and they will have legal and the engineers review and decide 
how to proceed. Mayor West commented that the City is committed to 
allowing NMSR to use that property. Since the City owns the land, it 
would be available to the public. Todd said NMSR understood and 
agreed.

Steve Burt inquired about Peter Street. Mayor West responded that 
it was out to bid, and this topic was on the agenda, and they would 
have the engineer update during the engineering report. 

Financial Reports: Year-end financials have been completed and 
were presented along with the financial reports for January 2022. The 
City Clerk, Marcia Gay, commented that the City was still waiting for a 
year-end audit. The financial reports for January 2022 and the 2021 
year-end financials were accepted as presented.

There were no ordinances.
Engineering Report: Firehouse review number three is complete, 

and comments were submitted. There were minor issues of missing and 
mislabeled information, and the engineer is waiting for those 
corrections, and then the project should be ready to go.

The concept for Mill Street Improvements was presented, 
including a 40 ft. right of way to include all the improvements. It will 
be a two-way street. No easements are required so far; the survey is not 
yet complete.

Peter Street Phase II (Mill Street to Hwy. Z) will have a 40ft. right 
of way. There will be 2ft. on each side needed to get everything to fit. 
The engineer will review the plans once more to see if it is possible not 
to take the 2ft. on each side. Surveying should begin in early February. 

The Mayor requested that the City Engineer recap Peter Street 
Phase 1 (Mill Street to Schutzen) to address the question from the open 
forum. Peter Street is out for bid, and it will be a one-way street to the 
east, with new green space and sidewalks on the south side. The 
primary concern of drainage issues has been addressed, which will fix 
the run-off problems. 

The engineer stated that they submitted and confirmed receipt of 
the City's application to the East-West Gateway for grant money for 
sidewalks, and improvements to Foristell Road. 
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Read Green in March
By Tiffani Stewart  St. Charles CityCounty Library

March is a month that allows us to embrace our inner love of green. 
We wear green clothes, drink green beer, and after St. Patrick’s Day 
is over, we prepare to use our green thumbs. Gardeners get busy 

ordering seeds, planning their gardens, and watching the world emerge 
from its chilly hibernation. While the Library offers hundreds of 
instructional books about gardening, you can also enjoy books that have a 
plant-based title, but aren’t necessarily focused on how to grow stuff.

So whether you’re planning to plant this spring or just appreciate those 
who do, we’ve got books that will inspire you to prepare for a green March. 
Enjoy the bounty of gardens, flowers, and fresh fruits & vegetables that 
appear in popular literature - like these books available at the Library! 

GARDENS: These titles prove that gardening can be mysterious - 
and even a little creepy.

The Night Gardener by Johathan Auxier (2014)
Two abandoned Irish siblings travel to work as servants at a 

crumbling English manor house in this Victorian ghost story. The house and 
its family are not quite what they seem…

Midnight in the Garden of Good and Evil by John Berendt (2010)
Shots ring out in Savannah's grandest mansion in the early morning 

hours of May 2, 1981. Was it murder or self-defense?
The Secret Garden by Frances Hodgson Burnett (1911)
A ten-year-old orphan comes to live in a lonely house on the Yorkshire 

moors where she discovers the mysteries of a locked garden. (See also 
Unearthing The Secret Garden : The Plants and Places that Inspired Frances 
Hodgson Burnett by Marta McDowell or The Secret Garden on 81st Street : A 
Modern Graphic Retelling of The Secret Garden by Ivy Noelle Weir.)

The Forgotten Garden by Kate Morton (2009)
In 1913, a little girl arrives in Brisbane, Australia with no family and no 

name. Years later her granddaughter takes a journey to solve the puzzle of 
her family’s origins.

FLOWERS: Flowers appear in fashion, food, fragrances, and your 
new favorite books.

Daisy-Head Mayzie by Dr. Seuss (1995)
Young Mayzie McGrew becomes a sensation when a daisy grows out of 

the top of her head and everyone tries to get rid of it. (See also Plant the 
Tiny Seed by Eric Carle.)

Violeta by Isabel Allende (2022)
Violeta (“Violet” in English) writes a letter to someone she loves above 

all others, recounting her 100 years of life during times of devastating 
heartbreak and passionate affairs, poverty and wealth, terrible loss and 
immense joy. 

The Language of Flowers by Vanessa Diffenbaugh (2011)
After a childhood spent in the foster-care system, Victoria is unable to 

get close to anybody, and her only connection to the world is through 
flowers and their traditional Victorian meanings. (See also The Complete 
Language of Flowers : A Definitive and Illustrated History by Estee 
Shoesmyth.)

FRUITS & VEGETABLES: Warning - these novels could make you 
hungry. 

The Curious Charms of Arthur Pepper by Phaedra Patrick (2016)
Arthur Pepper lives a simple life, but on the one-year anniversary of 

his wife’s death, he finds a charm bracelet he's never seen before. He 
embarks on an unforgettable journey to discover its origins.

Cherry by Nico Walker (2018)
A young army vet and his wife are both hooked on heroin. They 

attempt a normal life, but with their money drying up, he turns to the one 
thing he thinks he could be really good at - robbing banks.

The House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros (1984)
Told in a series of vignettes, this coming-of-age classic is the 

remarkable story of Esperanza Cordero, a young Latina girl growing up in 
Chicago.

Carrot Cake Murder by Joanne Fluke (2008)
When Uncle Gus is murdered following a big family reunion, the only 

clues to be found at the crime scene are two slices of Hannah's infamous 
carrot cake. Can she come up with the recipe for catching a killer? (See also 
A Crime of Passion Fruit by Ellie Alexander.)

Whether you’re planting this summer, or you’re just planning to enjoy 
seeing other people’s gardens flourish, enjoy these green-themed adventures. 
While you’re browsing the Library bookshelves, discover these classes & 
events happening at the Augusta Branch and the Boone’s Trail Branch.
Crafting Connections - I Love Quilts!

Tuesday, March 1: 10:00am - 12:00pm
Augusta Branch - adults
What will you create? Meet other quilt lovers at this monthly event.

Coffee and Conversation
Thursdays, March 3, 10, 17, 24, 31: 9:00am - 10:00am
Augusta Branch - adults
Enjoy a cup of coffee, a sweet treat, and conversation with others in 
the community.

Canasta - Game On!*
Thursdays, March 3, 10, 17, 24, 31: 12:30pm - 4:00pm
Boone's Trail Branch - adults
Need to get out of the house? Learn to play Hand & Foot Canasta!

Crafting Connections - Yarn Arts
Thursdays, March 3, 10, 17, 24, 31: 2:00pm - 4:00pm
Augusta Branch - adults
Other yarn enthusiasts will keep you company while you work on 
your knit, crochet, or embroidery project.

Crafting Connections - Make It Sew*
Thursday, March 10: 4:30pm - 6:30pm
August Branch - adults
This month’s project is an Easy Peasy Pillowcase, a great gift idea. 

"Read to a Dog" - Tale Waggers - Love on a Leash*
Thursday, March 10: 5:00pm - 6:00pm
Boone's Trail Branch - children
Kids can practice reading aloud to an attentive, adorable dog.

Book Discussion - "The Switch" by Beth O’Leary*
Monday, March 14: 5:30pm - 6:30pm
Boone's Trail Branch - adults
Join us to discuss a delightful novel! Eileen and her twenty-something 
granddaughter Leena decide to swap lives for two months, but trading 
places isn’t as easy as they expected. 

Book Discussion - "Defending Jacob" by William Landay*
Thursday, March 17: 11:00am - 12:00pm
Boone's Trail Branch - adults
Andy has been an assistant DA for more than twenty years when his 
fourteen-year-old son is charged with the murder of a fellow student. 
Pick up a copy at the Library and read with us.

Book Discussion - "Simon the Fiddler" by Paulette Jiles*
Monday, March 21: 2:00pm - 3:00pm
Augusta Branch - adults
Discover Simon, a talented fiddler, who meets the lovely Doris in 1965 
Texas during a performance of the Confederate Army band. Will he 
ever find her again? Let’s talk about it.
*Register at myLibrary.org/eCalendar or call Boone’s Trail at 636-398-

6200 or Augusta at 636-228-4855 for more information about classes.
 The Boone’s Trail and Augusta branches are open Monday, Tuesday, 

and Thursday from 9:00 a.m.- 7:00 p.m. and Saturday, 9:00 a.m.- 12:00 noon.
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WORD SEARCH ANSWERS

Mystery Location
Enter to Win a Gift Certificate

If you have a suggestion or photo to submit for the Mystery Location 
contest, call 636.332.3050 or email boonecc2@gmail.com.

DEADLINE:

Please submit

Items for the

April BCC 

by March 14.

Target

 Distribution:

April 1.

Last Month's Winner

Unclassified Ads

How well do you know the “Boone Country” area? If you can identify 
where this photo was taken, fax, email, or call us with the correct 
answer. Include your name, address and phone number, and reply by 
the 20th of this month. We’ll draw one winner from all the correct 
answers, and that person will receive a gift certificate to Short 
Stop's Convenience Store, New Melle.  See page 2 for phone, 
fax & email for the BCC. One entry per household please. 

OUR LADY’S INN JOB OPENING FOR 
PART-TIME CHILD ADVOCATE to 
work out of our Defiance maternity 
home. The Child Advocate is 
responsible for advocacy and case 
management for the children living 
at our maternity home, including 
coordinating school enrollment and 
developing and modeling healthy 
family activities. Help enable healthy 
interactions between each mother 
and her children. Must have 
Bachelor’s Degree in Education, Social 
Work, or a related field. To apply for 
the position, please submit a cover 
letter and resume to Human 
Resources Manager: 
lgreen@ourladysinn.org 

OUR LADY’S INN JOB OPENING FOR 
FULL-TIME FAMILY SPECIALIST  to 
work in our Defiance maternity 
home. The Family Specialist is 
responsible for advocacy and case 
management for clients in our 
residential program. This position 
will work with homeless, pregnant 
women to provide resource referrals, 
general support and assist them 
towards a path of health and 
independence. This person should 
have experience in the social service 
field with direct client interaction 
and knowledge of pregnancy, child 
development, and homelessness. Must 
also have a bachelor’s degree and at 
least one year of experience in a 
related field. To apply for the 
position, please submit a cover letter 
and resume to Human Resources 
Manager: lgreen@ourladysinn.org 

WANTED TO RENT:  Beehives for 
apple pollination. Centennial Farms, 
Augusta. 636-228-4338.

OUR LADY’S INN JOB OPENING FOR 
PART-TIME RESIDENT SUPPORT 
STAFF to help ensure the safety and 
security of the building. Establish 
therapeutic relationships with clients, 
and assist them in maintaining the 
home's cleanliness, meal preparation, 
and client transportation. A qualified 
candidate must have at least a High 
School Diploma/GED, valid driver’s 
license and vehicle insurance. 
Experience or knowledge of Trauma-
Informed Care is a plus! To apply for 
the position, please submit a cover 
letter and resume to Human Resources 
Manager: lgreen@ourladysinn.org 

HELP WANTED: Small, quiet tax 
office looking for FT seasonal tax 
preparer (Feb to Apr 15), no evenings 
or weekends. Training available. Send 
resume to: Tax Preparation, 1000 
Lake St Louis Blvd, Ste 37, Lake St 
Louis MO 63367.

JOB OPPORTUNITIES: Due to 
increasing enrollment, we are needing 
a part time Cook, Lead Teachers and 
Teachers’ Aides. Call 636-398-3000 or 
apply at Ages and Stages Learning 
Center, 3925 Hwy. D, Defiance, MO.

PREMIERE RECEPTION FACILITY: 
IHM Parish Center, New Melle. 
Beautifully decorated interior. 40-
350 guests., For more info call 
636.398.5270.

HELP WANTED:  Bavarian Smokehaus, 
New Melle, MO. Please call 636-828-
4189 for more information.

HAIR STYLIST WANTED: Rent or 
commission. New Melle area. Call for 
more information: 636-828-4720.

Congratulations to 
Joe Struckhoff of 
Augusta for 
winning last 
month's mystery 
location drawing. 
He was one of 7 
people who 
correctly identified 
the photo as looking 
east (down stream) 
from the Missouri River bridge at Washington, Missouri. He will 
receive a gift certificate to Piazza Deli in Defiance.
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PRESENT THIS COUPON  MARCH 
$6 off purchase of $55 or more. $10 off $80 or more.

$15 off $120 or more. $20 off $180 or more. 

RECURRING EVENTS: 

Bingo: 1st Sunday, Wentzville American Legion 1 p.m. 636-327-8213.
Breakfast: St. Vincent De Paul Church, Dutzow. 1st Sundays, Nov. 

through May. 8–11:30 a.m.
Breakfast: Immaculate Conception, Augusta. Every 4th Sunday.
Boone-Duden Historical Society: Museum and Archives at the 

Kamphoefner House, 3565 Mill St., New Melle. Open 2nd and 4th 
Sundays 12:30–4 p.m. Call 636-359-6175 for details.

Boone Country 4-H Club: Every 2nd Monday, 7 p.m. at New Melle VFW. 
(Ages 5 to 18.) For more information call 636-970-3000.

Callaway 4-H Club: 2nd Thursday of every month. 7 p.m. at St. John's 
United Church of Christ in Cappeln, MO.

Chicken & Fish: 1st Friday, October–April. Marthasville Community 
Club. Drive-thru only. 4–7 p.m. For info call 636-433-2204

Chicken Dinner: 2nd Friday, Oct. through Feb., New Melle VFW. 5–8 p.m.
Friends of Historic Augusta Museum: 275 Webster Street. Open 1–4 

p.m. on 1st Sunday May–Aug; 3rd Sunday in Sept. & by appt. Call 
636-448-4034.  Meetings 2nd Tuesday, 6 p.m.

Genealogy Library: 1022 First Capitol (under Red Rose Salon) St. 
Charles. Tues. Wed. & Fri. 9 a.m. – 2 p.m. 636-724-6668.

Greater Augusta Area Chamber of Commerce: Second Monday 6:30 
p.m. at various locations. Confirm time/date: 636-228-4005.

Mechanicsville Masons Lodge: Meetings 2nd & 4th Mondays, 7:30 p.m.
New Melle Board of Aldermen: 2nd Thursday, 7 p.m. City Hall.
New Melle Chamber of Commerce: Second Thursday of each month at 

locations posted at www.newmellechamber.com. RSVP via 
Facebook.

New Melle Friendship Society: 1st Monday (2nd if Holiday) of odd 
months except for May, St. Paul's Lutheran-New Melle. 636-398-
5952.

New Melle Country Market: Every Saturday, May 7 to October 29.    
9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Hwy D and Z (Gravel lot behind IHM Chapel)

New Melle Planning & Zoning: First Tuesdays, 7:00 p.m. City Hall.
New Melle VFW Post 5651: Queen of Hearts Every Wed. 5–8 p.m. 

Drawing 7:30 p.m. Ticket sales end at 7 p.m.  Meetings 3rd Thurs. 7:30 
p.m.

St. Vincent de Paul Food Pantry New Melle: Open 1st & 3rd Sat. 9-10:30 
a.m. Volunteers meeting: 3rd Monday, 6 p.m. Join us!

TOPS - Take Off Pounds Sensibly: Every Wed. 9:30 a.m. Wentzville 
United Methodist Church, 725 Wall St. 636-639-6549

Trapshooting:  Daniel Boone Gun Club, Hwy. 94. Trapshooting First 
Friday April & May, and July–October, 7 p.m., and meat shoot every 
4th Sunday 12:30 p.m. 100 bird derbies in May and July. More info 
call 636-987-2483. Everyone welcome.

Trapshooting: New Melle VFW, 555 Foristell Road. Every Tuesday Night 
May through October 1. Second Sundays Nov.-Mar. 12 noon.

Card Shoots: New Melle VFW, 555 Foristell Road. 3rd Sunday of the 
month, 12 noon, Oct.–March. Hosted by Marine Corps League 1393.

*     All info is subject to change without notice. 

What to Do...Where to Go...Who to See * (Visit the Calendar at www.boonecountryconnection.com)

MARCH
4 Chicken & Fish Dinner Marthasville Community Club 4 - 7 p.m. 

Drive-thru only. No call-in orders. 
5 New Melle Chamber of Commerce - Spring Fling - 5:30 p.m. See pg. 5.
5 The Winter Market at NMSR is hosted by The New Melle Country 

Market. See pg. 6. 
5 Augusta Harmonie Verein hosts Think n’ Drink 7 - 8 p.m. See pg. 4.
5 Wentzville Community Historical Society Museum Opens. 10 a.m. to 

4 p.m. See pg. 4. 
6 Marthasville Fire Protection District dedication of new firehouse 

at noon. See pg. 8.
12 Defiance St. Patrick’s Day Festival and Parade - See pg.1.
12 VFW New Melle Karaoke Night 7 - 11 p.m. See pg. 7.
13 Daylight Saving Time. Spring forward 1 hour. See pg. 12. 
15 History of New Melle at Wentzville Community Historical Society - 

6:00 p.m. See pg. 4.
19 Augusta Harmonie Verein hosts a St. Patrick’s Day Celebration at 6 

p.m. Dinner, music and dancing. See pg. 2 and the enclosed flyer for 
more information. 

24         Red Cross Blood Drive at NMSR. 1 - 6 p.m. See pg. 5
31 New Melle Chamber of Commerce Benefits Meeting - Open to the 

public. Learn all the benefits the Chamber can offer. See pg. 2.
APRIL
1 Chicken & Fish Dinner Marthasville Community Club 4 - 7 p.m. 

Drive-thru only. No call-in orders.
1 & 2 Bethel Hills Community Indoor Garage Sale - Fri from 4:30 - 8:30 

p.m. and Sat from 8 a.m. - 2 p.m. See pg. 3 for more information or 
to reserve a space. 

2 & 9 New Melle Community Passion Play 7 p.m. at New Melle Sports and 
Rec. See pg. 1 and the enclosed flyer for more info. 

3 & 10 New Melle Community Passion Play at 2 p.m. & 4:30 p.m. at New 
Melle Sports and Rec. See pg. 1 and the enclosed flyer for more info.

5 Genera Municipal Election  - See pg. 16.
21-30 Augusta Plein Air Art Festival - See more info on pg. 10.

All info is subject to change without notice.
Visit the community calendar at www.boonecountryconnection.com.

See Area Fish Fries, Lenten/Easter Services and 
Spring Sausage Suppers on page 8.
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March Word Search  The Dawn of Spring

By Dan Zarlenga, Missouri Department of Conservation

March is a very special month; it’s when daytime triumphs over 
night.

You may have heard that spring officially begins on March 20. 
But what exactly is so special about that date?

We experience the change of seasons because the Earth we live on 
is tilted in its orbit around the sun. Due to this 23 -degree tilt, as Earth 
travels around the sun its northern hemisphere is angled toward the 
sun part of the year, and the opposite half of the year our hemisphere is 
tilted from it. When slanted away, the sun appears lower in our sky. Its 
rays are less direct, making temperatures colder. It also rises later and 
sets earlier, which means our days are shorter. We experience this as 
winter. 

On the flip side, when the northern hemisphere angles inward, the 
sun rides higher in the sky, bathing us in more direct light, warming the 
Earth. It’s also rising and setting farther north which graces us with the 
longer days of summer. Naturally, this all happens opposite for our 
counterparts in the southern hemisphere.

So, the sun oscillates through the sky year to year in a never-
ending cycle of seasons, an ebb and flow of day length.

Science recognizes four significant days of the year in this dance 
of darkness and light, and these are used to define the start of each of 
the four seasons. The point at which the sun reaches its highest point 
north in the sky gives us the longest day of the year. It happens June 20 
and is called the Summer Solstice. Its opposite, the Winter Solstice, 
occurs six months later, on December 20 . . . the longest night of the 
year.

In between these extremes are the two Equinoxes, when the 
hours of daylight and darkness are very nearly equal. The Autumnal 
Equinox foretells the beginning of fall on September 20, and it’s the 
Vernal Equinox on March 20 that brings the promise of spring.

If you’ve looked carefully around sunrise and sunset of late, you 
may have already noticed that the days are getting longer. As we pass 
March 20th, light will win over the night, giving us increasingly longer 
days.

Nature notices this too. The changing day length is the cue that 
plants and animals use to know that it is time to bloom, to sprout, to 
awaken from hibernation, to begin a new cycle of life. Ancient 
humans also observed this, even building structures aligned to the sun’s 
changing yet predictable positions. One of these constructions is close to 
home—a structure called Woodhenge at Cahokia Mounds Historic Site 
in Illinois. A thousand years ago the Mississippian peoples built a great 
city of mounds there and Woodhenge was their living seasonal clock. 
Its circle of wooden posts 
created precise alignments 
with the sunrise on each 
of these four special days. 
If you venture out the 
morning of March 20th 
you may see a sunrise that 
looks like any other. 
You’ll know it’s a special 
one though. It means 
daylight is winning 
another round in an 
eternal cycle of the 
seasons.

Vernal Equinox sunrise at Woodhenge, 
Cahokia Mounds Historic Site. Photo by 
Dan Zarlenga
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