
 

On Saturday, 
February 1, The 
Creative at Klondike 
hosted a Winter 
Family Art Carnival 
featuring activities 
for both adults and 
children. Guests 
could try their hand 
at origami, tabletop 
printing, Picasso art 
projects, and other 
activities, including a 
community weaving 
project and a 2025 commemorative painting. The face painting tent and fantasy 
photo booth were popular attractions. Light refreshments were also served. The 
Creative at Klondike would like to thank everyone who attended the event; it was 
a fun evening for families. The art carnival was so well received that The Creative 
decided to hold it again on Saturday, March 1. The cost is $5. Stop by and create a 
unique piece of art, learn a new skill, like origami or make a Picasso masterpiece. 
Check back for details at thecreativeatklondike.org. 

The Creative at Klondike is an art center in Klondike Park and is located at 4600 
S Hwy 94. For more upcoming events, see the enclosed flyer and pg. 6.

New Melle Town Square will soon welcome a new 
bar and grill, Die Wasserstelle, which translates to “The 
Watering Hole” in German. The owner, Matt Joerling, 
and his staff have been busy renovating the venue in 
preparation for its opening. Sarah Hoffman will serve 
as the kitchen manager and has been crafting the menu. 

Die Wasserstelle is designed to be a family-friendly 
bar and grill. After 9 p.m., it will transition into an adults-
only venue featuring a special menu for late-night diners. 
Matt aims to provide simple, high-quality food in a warm 
atmosphere, with friendly and attentive service.

The community's patience is greatly appreciated 
as Matt navigates the challenges and red tape in starting 
a new business, especially a restaurant. He and the staff 
look forward to welcoming everyone to Die Wasserstelle. 

No specific date has been set, but the opening will 
be coming soon, so please watch for announcements. 
The New Melle Town Square is at 30 W Hwy D, at the 
corner of Hwys D & F.

How do you pronounce the new place? This might 
help-"Die Wasserstelle"  - "Die," or "the," sounds like "dee" 
while "Wasserstelle" is pronounced, "vah-ser-stel-leh." 
In German, the letter "W" is pronounced like "V," so it 
comes out as “dee vah-ser-stel-leh.” 
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Get ready for St. Patrick's Day and 
join the festivities in Defiance on Saturday, 
March 15. The day will kick off with a 5K 
run starting at 10 a.m. at Good News 
Brewing on the Katy Trail. For more 
information, follow on Facebook 
@DefianceMissouri or visit 
defiancemo.com. The St. Patrick’s Day 
parade will begin at Defiance Ridge 

Defiance St. Patrick’s 
Day Festival & Parade 
March 15

New Bar & Grill Coming to New Melle

(L-R) Matt Joerling - Owner, Sarah Hoffmann - Kitchen Manager and 
Megan Holifield part of the staff. 

The Creative at Klondike Winter Family Art Carnival

Distributed on the first 
Friday of each month. 
Next delivery: March 7.
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The Boone Country Connection is 
a monthly newsletter serving 
southwestern St. Charles County 
(New Melle, Defiance, Augusta, 
Dutzow, Marthasville, etc.) It is 
available for free at area businesses 
and churches. Subscriptions are 
also available.

Please send information and photos 
about your special events, 
celebrations, new business, and 
human-interest stories that highlight 
local citizens or points of interest. 
Anniversary, Wedding, Birth and 
Engagement and announcements 
are also welcomed. Nonprofit 
organizations are invited to submit 
items for the community calendar, 
and receive a 15% advertising 
discount. 
Kathy@BooneCountryConnection.com

READ ONLINE AT
boonecountryconnection.com

While every effort is made to ensure accuracy, contents are not warranted. 
The articles and information contained herein are for general information 
on matters of interest only, and should not be substituted for, nor construed 
to supersede, advice of a professional or legal nature. In no event shall the 
author or publisher be liable to anyone for any for any decision made or 
action taken in reliance on the information contained in this publication, 
including advertising. Opinions expressed herein are not necessarily those 
of the editor, nor does the editor assume responsibility for accuracy. The 
editor reserves the right to accept, reject, edit or cancel any advertisement 
or article, at any time. Ads and articles may be edited for size/length, 
grammatical accuracy, and clarity. The publisher/editor is not responsible 
for any error or omission is limited to a refund of the cost of the ad (for up to 
3 months) to the advertiser. All items submitted must include contact name, 
address and phone number, and will be published on a space available basis 
and at the sole discretion of the editor. The publisher neither endorses nor 
recommends services or products advertised herein.

The Boone Country Connection
is published by

Direct Ads, 1122 S Point Prairie Rd
Wentzville, MO 63385

Kathy Miller, Editor
(636) 698-4682

Kathy@BooneCountryConnection.com
Floyd Miller, Graphic Design

(636) 698-4685
Floyd@BooneCountryConnection.com

Deadline for articles and 
advertisements:

Approximately the 17th of each month.
Please call for ad rates and to verify

deadlines.

Target Distribution Date:
First Friday of Each Month

(Subject to change without notice.)

About This Publication

Items are published at the sole 
discretion of the editor and on a 

space available basis.

The New Peoples Savings Bank Location
at Hwys D&Z  to open Tuesday, February 18
See the PSB ad on the back cover. 

St. Paul's UCC Defiance Hosts 15th 
Annual Trivia Night Feb 22 

The St. Paul's UCC Defiance Young Adult Group invites 
the community to their 15th Annual Trivia Night on Saturday, 
February 22, 2025. Doors open at 6 p.m., and trivia starts at 
7 p.m. Tables for up to 10 people are $100. To reserve your 
group's table, please contact Jess Peters at 314-603-1793. 
There will also be raffles, a 50/50 drawing, and mulligans 
available for purchase, along with attendance prizes. Soda 
and water will be available for purchase, but you are welcome 
to bring snacks and other beverages. We hope you will join 
us for a fun evening with the St. Paul’s UCC Defiance Young 
Adult Group. 

St. Paul’s UCC Marthasville World Day 
of Prayer March 7

The St. Paul’s UCC Women’s Guild is hosting a World Day 
of Prayer program on Friday, March 7, at 2 p.m. at St. Paul’s 
UCC, 103 S. Second St in Marthasville. All women in the 
community are warmly invited to attend. You are welcome 
to invite your family, friends, and neighbors to join you. 
Refreshments will be served after the program.

Maple Sugar Festival at The Historic 
Daniel Boone Home March 1

The sugarin' season is upon us at 
The Historic Daniel Boone Home in 
Defiance, 1868 Hwy F, on Saturday, 
March 1, from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Join us at this sweet event to 
learn historic and modern tree-
tapping methods and taste sweet 
treats from the trees. Kids and adults 
alike will enjoy trying their hand at the brace and bit and yoke 
carry and watching reenactors boil sap at our sugar camp. 
Be prepared to visit with our vendors, try samples, and 
purchase some delicious treats to take home. This program 
is free and open to all ages. Dress for the weather! For more 
information, please call (636) 798-2005 or visit stccparks.org.

New Melle Community Blood Drive 
March 19

The American Red Cross will hold a community blood 
drive at New Melle VFW, 555 Foristell Rd, on Wednesday, March 
19, from 12 to 5 p.m. 

Please call 1-800-REDCROSS (1-800-733-2767) or visit 
RedCrossBlood.org and enter: NewMelleCom to schedule an 
appointment. Thank you in advance for your donation. 
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New Melle K of C Horse Races at IHM 
on Feb. 22

The New Melle Knights of 
Columbus and IHM Church are hosting 
an evening of Horse Races in the Grand 
Hall on Saturday, February 22, at 8 W 
Hwy D. 

Doors open at 5:30 p.m., and the 
races start at 6:30 p.m. Admission is $25 
per person, and tickets must be 
purchased in advance. The price 
includes chili, hot dogs, chicken wings, 
chips and snacks, beer, wine, 
margaritas, soda, set-ups, and more. 
Tickets will be available for purchase after Masses, or you can 
call Chuck at 314-808-0448 or Gary at 636-358-8025 (3613 
Cappeln Osage, Marthasville, 63357). Sponsorships are 
available. See the enclosed flyer.

St. Paul’s UCC Marthasville Sausage & 
Sauerkraut Dinner Feb. 23

St. Paul’s UCC in Marthasville is hosting its Whole Hog 
Pork Sausage and Sauerkraut Dinner on Sunday, February 
23, from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Dinner will be served cafeteria-style. 
The cost is $16 for adults and carry-out meals, $7 for children 
ages 6 to 12. 

In addition to the dinner, you can browse the Country 
Store and enter the quilt raffle, among other activities. Bulk 
pork sausage, ribs, and bones will be available for purchase.  
St. Paul’s UCC is located at 103 S. Second St., Marthasville.

Trivia Night Supporting WCHS 
Museum March 28

The Wentzville Community 
Historical Society is hosting a Trivia 
Night to support the museum on 
Friday, March 28, at the Wentzville 
Community Club, 500 W Main St. 
Doors will open at 6 p.m., and trivia 
will start at 7 p.m.

Tables are available for $200 each 
and can accommodate up to eight 
people. The evening will feature 
general knowledge trivia and offer 
prizes for first place, last place, and 
the best-decorated table. Additionally, 
there will be attendance prizes, a 50/50 raffle, and a silent 
auction.

This event is for participants aged 21 and older. Please 
feel free to bring snacks and drinks. If you have any questions 
or are interested in sponsorship opportunities, please get in 
touch with Carol at 303-319-1192 or ccwentzmo@outlook.com. 
The enclosed flyer contains a QR code for purchasing tickets 
and event details. Thank you in advance for supporting the 
WCHS Museum, 310 W Pearce Blvd, Upper Floor. Visit 
wentzvillehistoricalsociety.org to learn more. 
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St. Ignatius of Loyola School Open 
House Feb 22

On Saturday, February 22, St. Ignatius of Loyola School 
is hosting their Open House and School Social. The evening 
will begin with the Alumni Mass at 5 p.m. After Mass, take 
classroom tours, browse the science and social studies projects 
on display, enter the cash and quilt raffle, and enjoy food and 
drink available for purchase, cash only. Games begin at 6:30 p.m.

St. Ignatius is a fully accredited Catholic school in Concord 
Hill, near Marthasville, offering pre-kindergarten through 
eighth grade. The school offers a comfortable, home-like 
atmosphere and is open to families of all faiths and 
backgrounds. The school has affordable tuition, with financial 
aid available to those who qualify. St. Ignatius also offers 
volleyball and basketball programs, peer mentoring, student 
leaders, German, music, PE, computer and art classes. 

See the ad on page 3 for details, call 636-932-4444 or 
email info@saintig.com. Follow on FB @StigConcordHill. 

IHM New Melle Jubilee of Artists 
Feb 15

Immaculate Heart of Mary Church in New Melle is hosting 
a Jubilee of Artists that will feature art displays, many by local 
artists, on Saturday, February 15. 

Please join IHM Church for their first monthly 2025 Jubilee 
Year of Hope event: Jubilee of Artists. 

The event will showcase various local artists and others 
presenting their creations. The Jubilee offers two options for 
attendance on February 15:
• 8 a.m. - Mass with Fr. David Skillman

8:40 a.m. - Presentation on the Church and Beauty - Speaker 
George Capps, president of Goretti Fine Art and an IHM 
parishioner. 
9:30 to 11 a.m. - Artists Showcase Session 1*

• 4 p.m. - Vigil Mass with Fr. David Skillman
5:00 to 6:30 p.m. - Artists Showcase Session 2*

*Refreshments will be provided.
IHM Church invites the public to attend the first event of 

the Jubilee Year of Hope. The St. Louis Archdiocese has 
designated Immaculate Heart of Mary Church in New Melle 
as one of the Sacred Pilgrimage Sites for the Jubilee 2025 
Pilgrims of Hope. To learn more, visit archstl.org/
2025jubileeyear. 

For more details, see the enclosed flyer. 

NMCC Spring Fling 2025 March 8
The New Melle Chamber of Commerce is hosting its annual 

Spring Fling on Saturday, March 8, at the New Melle VFW, 555 
Foristell Rd. Doors open at 6 p.m., and drawings begin at 7 
p.m. Tickets are $100 and include dinner, an open bar, music 
and dancing, bingo, raffles, and much more. 

Top prizes are: 1st place $3,500, 2nd place $2,500, and 
3rd place $1,000. Get your tickets now!  

All proceeds benefit the New Melle Chamber of Commerce, 
enabling the chamber to provide free events for the community, 
like the Easter Egg Hunt and the New Melle Country Christmas.  

Check the enclosed flyer for a QR code or visit 
newmellechamber.com for details and tickets. To purchase 
tickets in person, see Kate Reese, Joe Nolkemper, Sharon 
Duggan, Kyle Shell and Julia Welge or email the chamber at 
newmellechamber@gmail or call 636-795-5844.  
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72nd New Melle Festival 
June 5-7

New Melle Sports and Rec is excited 
to announce that this year’s 72nd New 
Melle Festival will be from Thursday, June 
5, to Saturday, June 7. Each year, vendors 
from the community, an all-star carnival 
company, live bands, and people of all 
ages come together for the annual New 
Melle Festival. 

The festival kicks off on Thursday, June 
5, with Family Night, and the annual parade 
is on Saturday. Visitors can enjoy rides and 
games, world-famous gizzards, cold 
beverages, and much more throughout 
the weekend! Details will be posted online 
at newmellesportsandrec.com as they 
become available. Follow the New Melle 
Sports and Rec Facebook page. Be sure to 
stay in the loop, and don’t miss out on the 
fun! To become a vendor or for more 
information about the event, contact Kyle 
Shell at 636-828-5158 or email 
office@newmellesportsandrec.com. 

Femme Osage UCC Sausage Dinner 
March 9

On Sunday, March 9, join 
Femme Osage UCC for their 
Sausage Dinner at 4360 Cappeln 
Osage Rd, Augusta. 

Dinner will be served from 
11:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. Dine-in or 
carryout. Adult dinners are $15, 
and children 6-12 are $7. Be sure 
to stop by the sausage shop 
before you go! See the enclosed 
flyer for details. 

Vineyards at noon and proceed through downtown Defiance.
Register to participate with your float, walking party, ATV/

golf cart, car, horses, and other pets. A first-place prize will 
be awarded in each category: float, ATV/golf cart, car, horse/
dog/pet, and most creative grand prize. Winners will be 
announced at 2 p.m. at the Masons Lot.

The Masons Lot will also feature live music, food trucks, 
and various vendors. The enclosed flyer contains details and  
QR codes for vendor registration and parade entry. Please 
note that all parking in town is paid and must be in cash. 
Highway 94 will be closed through Defiance during the parade, 
so arrive early.

Defiance Festival & Parade...from Page 1

MCC Chicken & Fish Fry - 
Feb 7, Mar 7, Apr 4

Support the Marthasville Community 
Club (MCC) and join them for their Chicken 
& Fish Dinners on Fridays, February 7, 
March 7, and April 4 from 4 to 7 p.m. Adult 
meals are $15, and $8 for kids (6-12) and 
include chicken, fish, sides, and dessert. 
Dine-in meals are all-you-can-eat. All drive-
thru and carryouts are $15. The MCC 
accepts cards and cash.
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The Creative at Klondike February 
News

The Creative at Klondike, located inside Klondike Park, 
4600 S Hwy 94, Augusta, is a Community Arts Center and 
gathering place where creativity and inspiration thrive. 

Mark your calendars for the upcoming events. To register, 
visit thecreativeatklondike.org.
February 23: Inkle Band Weaving
March 1 - Winter Kids Art Carnival 
March 6: Bicycle Maintenance for Women
April 4 to May 15: Dwain Naragon Exhibition
April 5: Kids’ Photograms
April 16, 23 & 30: Painting on silk. 
April 24 to May 3: Augusta Plein Air Festival
May 30 to July 7: Mid-Missouri Fine Arts Society Exhibition
June 16 to 20, June 23 to 27, July 7 to 11, July 21 to 25: 
Summer Camps for Kids.
July 18 to September 13: Women’s Exhibition
September 15 to October 31: Joey Loes / Tony Carosella 
Exhibition. 

See the enclosed flyer for details about hosting your 
group at the Creative, becoming an instructor, a member, or 
a volunteer and much more!

New Melle VFW Poker 
Night Feb 16

The New Melle VFW, 555 Foristell Rd, 
is hosting Poker Night on Sunday, 
February 16. Sign-ups start at noon, and 
poker starts at 1 p.m. There is a $40 buy-
in. Please stop by and join in the fun. The 
public is welcome to attend. See the 
enclosed flyer. 

Creative at Klondike Winter Art 
Carnival March 1

Back by popular demand, the Creative at Klondike will 
hold a Winter Kids Art Carnival on Saturday, March 1, from 1 
to 3 p.m.The festival will feature creative activities, face 
painting, a fantasy photo booth, origami, a collaborative 
weaving project, a commemorative mural, light refreshments, 
and much more. The cost is $5. 

See the enclosed flyer for details. See pg. 1 and 14 for 
details and pictures from the February 1 event. 
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22nd Augusta Plein Air Art Festival 
Apr 24 - May 3

Mark your 
calendars for the 
22nd Augusta 
Plein Air Art 
Festival from 
April 24 to May 3. 
You are invited to 
experience the 
outdoors with 
the artists as they 
paint the scenes 
of the 
surrounding 
countryside. 

If you are 
unfamiliar with 
the festival, it 
showcases art 
created outdoors, 
known as Plein 
Air, which means 
"in the open air." 
The event occurs at various "Paint Out" locations throughout 
the area. Everyone is encouraged to attend the "Paint Out" 
events, where you can watch artists create their work each 
day, connect with them, and have the opportunity to purchase 
art directly from the easel. It truly is amazing to watch the 
artists create their unique pieces. Art will be sold daily from 
April 24 to May 2 at the Harmonie Verein, 5333 Hackman Rd 
in Augusta. New art will be added each day. To see the list of 
“Paint Out” locations, visit augustapleinair.com.

On Saturday, May 3, the festival's final day, visit Augusta 
from 11:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. to browse the final sale, visit the 
shops and wineries, attend the awards ceremony, participate 
in festival activities, visit the Youth Experience Art Tent, and 
more.

At the awards ceremony, the Augusta Plein Air Scholarship 
winners will be announced at 11:30 a.m. Plein Air Awards will 
begin at 11:45 a.m. for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place, as well as 
Honorable Mention, in the following mediums: oil, acrylic, 
pastel, and watercolor and Artists’ Choice, People's Choice 
and Best of Show.

Approximately 100 artists from all over attend the 10-day 
festival, painting the countryside and participating in 
workshops. The roots of Plein Air go back to 19th-century 
Europe. Impressionists deviated from the traditional rules of 
art and headed outdoors to paint peasant life. The expansion 
of the railroad allowed artists to paint uncharted territory, 
with an endless number of beautiful landscapes to explore. 
By the mid-19th century, the Realists began an artistic 
revolution, paying close attention to the light in nature. They 
started painting pictures by “trusting their eyes” and using 
the colors they literally saw the light creating.

Today, in keeping with Augusta's cultural heritage, artists 
are invited to come and share their interpretations of our 
beautiful communities and historical structures.

To learn more or register for the festival, visit 
augustapleinair.com. Check the website for updates.

Best of Show 2024 - "Nahm Road Barn" by 
Paul Schaefer.

See Events Calendar on Page 26



Boone Country Connection | February 2025 8

St. Vincent de Paul School Upcoming Calendar
2/14: Student Ambassador dress down theme: red/love/
Valentine's Day & Valentine classroom parties
2/17: No school
2/19: Musial Moments about Stan Musial (presented by 
the STL Cardinals organization) 
2/26: SVS Spelling Bee @ 10:20am
2/27: School Board meeting @ 6:00pm
2/28: TTEF Scholarship deadline
3/4: Virtue Assembly @ 8am
3/5: Ash Wednesday (Lent begins)
3/6: Serengeti Steve @ 1:30pm

The New Melle Chamber of Commerce (NMCC) is hosting 
the Augusta Plein Air Festival “Paint Out” New Melle on 
Thursday, May 1, at The Quarry Wine Garden. Participants 
from the Plein Air Festival will visit New Melle and paint at 
area locations. In addition to the landmarks, artists will paint 
at other properties around the community. The chamber is 
looking for residents who would like to invite artists to their 
property to paint your spectacular view, silos, barns, animals 
or other unique features, typically within a 5-mile radius of 
the city limits. If you are interested in having artists paint at 
your property, please contact Sharon Duggan with the NMCC 
at 636-795-5844 or newmellechamber@gmail.com. 

The artists will paint from 1 to 5:30 p.m. Everyone is 
encouraged to visit the artists at various locations to watch 
them create their pieces. Judging will begin at 5:30 p.m., with 
winners announced around 6 p.m. at The Quarry Wine Garden, 
3960 Hwy Z. Paintings created during the day, along with 
additional pieces, will be on display and available for purchase. 
The NMCC invites the public to attend and support the artists 
participating in the Augusta Plein Air Festival. For more 
information, including other "Paint Out" dates and locations, 
please visit augustapleinair.com.  

Todd Schabel, Sponsor's Choice Winner,  at the Busdieker/Freese 
Homestead in 2023.

Augusta Plein Air “Paint Out” New 
Melle May 1
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Upcoming Events at the Harmonie 
Verein, Augusta

The Harmonie Verein, 5333 Hackman Rd, is a historic 
property in Augusta run by the Augusta Heritage Foundation, 
which is made up of dedicated town residents. The Harmonie 
Verein hosts various monthly activities featuring unforgettable 
performances in an intimate and historical setting. The following 
are some of the upcoming events. To purchase tickets or for 
more information, visit theharmonie.org. Unless otherwise 
noted, there is an open bar at all events, and proceeds benefit 
the Harmonie Verein.  See the enclosed flyer. 

Tuesday, February 11, Live Tell It Like It Was (TILIW), 
doors open at 6 p.m., and the event starts at 6:30 p.m. and is 
free to attend. Angela Stephens, the Live TILIW host, will be 
joined by Ray Neuberger, the guest for February, who was 
rescheduled from January due to the bad weather. Ray will 
share interesting details about the Labadie Power Plant and 
his career as a boilermaker, not only here but also around the 
country. Angela will discuss Ray’s admiration and love for the 
Town of Augusta, his regular visits to the library, and his home. 
To view past interviews, visit augustamomuseum.com. You 
can also view written interviews and videos of TILIW with Paul 
Ovaitt and Dave Klaas.  See the enclosed flyer. 

Saturday, February 15, String Quartet Sweethearts 
Dinner, doors open at 6 p.m. Tickets are $75 per person. 
Experience a sophisticated evening filled with culinary delights, 
live music by a captivating string quartet, elegant table 
decorations, and a charming historic ambiance for a special 
night with your loved one. The night starts at 6:30 p.m. with a 
delectable 3-course meal by Mosaic Cafe and Catering and a 
stellar musical performance by the Project String Quartet. To 
cap off the night, bring your favorite bottle of wine or purchase 
a drink from the Harmonie Verein Bar, which benefits the 
Harmonie Verein. 

Saturday, February 22, the Augusta Ramble Concert 
Series featuring Ivas John at 7 p.m. Tickets are $15, and  
Balducci Vineyards will serve food for purchase. Ivas John is a 
musician’s musician. A soulful fusion of old and new blues, 
electrifying and acoustic. A throwback and an innovator. A 
musician with local roots and worldly chops. A purist who can 
play the dirtiest blues. From Chicago to St. Louis, to the woods 
of Southern Illinois and the banks of the Mississippi, his style 
is effortless authenticity! See the enclosed flyer. 

Tuesday, March 4, the Texas Giants will host a Free Open 
Mic night beginning at 5 p.m. The event is open to all artists 
and has no cover charge. See the enclosed flyer. 

Tuesday, March 11, Live Tell It Like It Was (TILIW), doors 
open at 6 p.m., and the event starts at 6:30 p.m. and is free to 
attend. Check back for March’s guest. See the enclosed flyer. 

Saturday, March 15, the Augusta Ramble Concert Series 
featuring Savana at 7 p.m. Tickets are $15, and Mosaic Cafe 
& Catering will serve food for purchase. Old and new rock-n-
roll, blues, pop and country hits. Get ready to groove to the 
greatest hits of the 70s, 80s, and 90s with the original "social" 
band. Together since 1989, Savana brings the ultimate nostalgic 
experience to life. Don't miss out on a night of unforgettable 
music and fun! See the enclosed flyer.

On Tuesday, April 1, the Texas Giants will host a Free 
Open Mic night beginning at 5 p.m. The event is open to all 
artists and has no cover charge. See the enclosed flyer for more 
information. 

Saturday, April 26, the Augusta Ramble Concert Series 
featuring The Blue Moon Blues Band at 7 p.m. Tickets are 
$15. The Blue Moon Blues Band features lead vocalist and 
guitarist Kent Ehrhardt from KMOV, Channel 4. See the enclosed 
flyer. 

Saturday, May 17, the Augusta Ramble Concert Series 
featuring 4&20 Crosby, Stills, Nash & Young Acoustic Tribute 
at 7 p.m. Tickets are $20—the 4&20 Band featuring Rogers, 
Nienhaus, Mondin & Graves. Don’t wait to get your tickets - this 
was a sold-out show last year. See the enclosed flyer. 
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Area Fish Fry Fridays 2025
Feb 7, March 4 & April 4 - Marthasville Community Club 
Chicken & Fish Fry, 601 S One Street - Dinners served from 
4 to 7 p.m. Adult meals are $15, and $8 for kids (ages 6-12), 
which include chicken, fish, sides, and dessert. Dine-in meals 
are all-you-can-eat. All drive-thru and carryout meals are $15. 
The MCC accepts both cards and cash. 
March 7 - St. Paul’s UCC Defiance, 150 Defiance Rd - Dinner 
is served from 5 to 7 p.m. Drive-thru as well as indoor seating 
will be available. Dinners are $14 and include fish, fresh fried 
potato chips with sauce, mac and cheese, creamy coleslaw, 
applesauce, and homemade cake for dessert. Quilt raffle 
tickets will be available for purchase. See the enclosed flyer 
for details. 
March 7, 14, 21, 28, April 4 & 11 - IHM Church, 8 W Hwy D, 
New Melle - Dinners served from 4 to 7 p.m. Dine-in or carryout 
options are available and cost $16 for adults and $9 for kids 
(ages 7-12). Meals include fish, french fries, green beans, 
coleslaw, hush puppies, mac & cheese, pasta con broccoli, 
drinks, and dessert. Beer and soda are available for purchase 
thanks to the IHM K of C. See the enclosed flyer for details. 
March 14 - St. Ignatius Community Center, 19129 Mill Rd, 
Marthasville - Dinner served from 4 to 7 p.m. Proceeds benefit 
the school. Check back next month for details. 
March 21 & April 4 - Christ Lutheran Church, 123 Church 
Rd, Augusta - Dinners served from 5 to 7:30 p.m. Carryout 
and dine-in seating are available for $14 for adults and $8 for 
children (ages 6-12), which include fish, coleslaw, potato 
chips, mac & cheese, applesauce, and dessert. See the ad on 
page 5.

Crossroads Arts Council Presents 
“Concrete Jungle Gym”

Crossroads Arts Council 
presents a special showing of the 
“Concrete Jungle Gym” at 
Wentzville’s B&B Theater on 
Monday, March 31, at 7:00 p.m. 
Mike Gualdoni and Zach White direct the film, and there is a 
Q&A after the movie with the directors. There are a limited 
number of $20 tickets, which must be purchased in advance 
and include popcorn and a drink.

The “Concrete Jungle” is an award-winning documentary 
covering the life and artistic journey of Bob Cassilly, creator 
of the St. Louis “City Museum.” The film was awarded Best 
Documentary Cinematography and Merit for Best Documentary 
at The Indie Fest in California.

Artist Bob Cassilly spent years saving and repurposing 
relics and treasures slated for demolition as cities across the 
Midwest practiced municipal disinvestment. The sculptor, 
who previously protected a Michelangelo masterpiece from 
destruction, transformed art, history, and junk into tunnels, 
slides and caverns inside an abandoned ten-story warehouse 
where he recreated his own unique idea of a city. Watch the 
trailer on YouTube:  youtube.com/watch?v=KjKKPyPhRl4. Go 
to our website to order your tickets: crossroadsartscouncil.org/ 
and click the “Event” tab.

March 28 - St. Vincent de Paul, Dutzow, Dining Hall, 13495 
S Hwy 94 - Dinner served from 4 to 7 p.m. Proceeds benefit 
the school. Check back next month for details.
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St. Charles County MU Extension 
Programs  

The St. Charles County, Missouri University (MU) Extension 
offers the following programs, and this is just a sample of the 
programs available. The extension is at 260 Brown Rd, St. 
Peters. For more details and registration, visit 
extension.missouri.edu. 

St. Charles County 4H - If your child is interested in joining 
4-H and wants to enter a submission in the 2025 St. Charles 
County Fair, they must be enrolled by March 15. To enroll, 
visit extension.missouri.edu and click the “Get Involved” tab. 
State 4-H enrollment dues are $25 this year. If the dues are a 
problem for your family, please contact Youth Program 
Associate Brittney Bird at  b.bird@missouri.edu or 636-970-3000.

Shooting Sports Safety Class - Saturday, March 1, from 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the MU Extension, St. Charles County, 260 
Brown Rd, St. Peters. All 4-H youth planning to participate in 
shooting sports projects must complete this safety class.  
Please bring a snack and drink.

Dining With Diabetes (DWD) - A 4-week program that 
helps participants build cooking skills while learning strategies 
to better manage weight and prevent or delay diabetes 
complications. Wednesdays - April 9, 16, 23, and 30 from 12:30 
to 2:30 p.m. at the Wentzville Rec Center, 500 Great Oaks Blvd. 
This program is great for patients, caregivers, or anyone 
wanting to cook healthier. 

Soil Testing - Whether an agriculturalist or a homeowner 
improving your lawn, a soil test through the University of 
Missouri’s Soil and Plant Testing Laboratory reveals exactly 
what your soil needs. Soil samples may be dropped off at the 
St. Charles County Extension Office (260 Brown Road, St. 
Peters.) Two cups of dried soil are required for one test. 
Samples may be submitted in a baggie, box, or other appropriate 
container. One test costs $30 ($20 test + $10 shipping). Results 
take 10–14 days to process. Test results can be emailed, 
accessed online, or mailed as hard copies.

MU C.A.R.E.S. - MU’s Center for Applied Research 
(C.A.R.E.S.) makes maps, develops new data visualizations, 
and helps individuals and organizations figure out ways to 
do their work better. Since 1992, the organization has collected, 
analyzed, and visualized data related to population health, 
the environment, agriculture, safety, education, and the 
economy. MU C.A.R.E.S. projects include Missouri Food Finder 
- Connecting Missouri consumers with people growing and 
selling food in their region. 

COVID-19 tools and resources - Real-time and secondary 
source data to highlight COVID-19’s impact and All Things 
Missouri. Visit extension.missouri.edu/programs/cares.

All Things Missouri - Created and maintained by MU 
C.A.R.E.S., All Things Missouri is an interactive tool for mapping, 
reporting, and gaining insight into Missourians' issues. The 
free online platform provides up-to-date data, helping local 
governments, nonprofits, businesses, and other sectors across 
the state make better, more data-informed decisions. Visit 
allthingsmissouri.org.

The University of Missouri (MU) Extension seeks 
breakout session speakers for the 2025 Connecting 
Entrepreneurial Communities (CEC) Conference. The 
planning committee for this year’s conference is Deana 
Dothage, Jackie Spainhower, Taylor Clark, and Dr. Ashley 
Allen-Brown. The committee invites dynamic speakers and 
facilitators to share their expertise at the conference, scheduled 
from September 30 to October 2, 2025, in the vibrant city of 
Excelsior Springs.

This year’s theme, “Refresh. Revive. Replenish Your 
Entrepreneurial Toolkit!” empowers community leaders, 
entrepreneurial support providers, elected officials, and 
economic development professionals. The intent is to foster 
innovative ideas and best practices that enhance entrepreneurial 
ecosystems in rural areas. Breakout sessions will focus on 
the following four sub-themes: 
1. Rethink/Reframe Your Entrepreneurial Opportunities 
2. Remove Barriers to Entrepreneurial Success 
3. Reignite Your Passion and Purpose 
4. Reconnect with Your Community to Revitalize Your      
Entrepreneurial Spirit.

Each breakout session, lasting between 30 and 40 minutes, 
will feature speakers with entrepreneurial experience, providing 
participants with invaluable insights and tools to navigate 
the complexities of the 21st-century global economy.

Deana Dothage, MU Extension Engagement Specialist, 
expressed her enthusiasm by stating, “This year’s theme 
underscores CEC’s commitment to addressing the holistic 
needs of entrepreneurs. The four sub-themes offer an 
exceptional platform for knowledgeable presenters to engage 
meaningfully with participants, aiming to generate a positive 
economic impact in Missouri's rural communities and beyond." 

Taylor Clark, an MU Extension Field Specialist in Community 
Development, invites speakers: “We welcome anyone with 
an inspiring story or a significant experience to present. Your 
journey can motivate another entrepreneur to persevere and 
achieve their objectives, positively contributing to their 
community.”

In addition to featuring inspiring speakers and engaging 
sessions, attendees will have the opportunity to explore the 
City of Excelsior Springs through specially curated experiences. 
We encourage applications from individuals wishing to 
participate as presenters. Join us in Excelsior Springs this fall 
for an inspiring and transformative experience at the 2025 
CEC Conference. Interested parties should visit 
extension.missouri.edu, select the “Program” tab, and search 
for the CEC Conference. 



Boone Country Connection | February 2025 12

This past December, Gateway Fiber pledged to donate 
$15 for each new subscriber installation to two worthy 
organizations. The lucky recipients were Bethel Hills in Dutzow 
and Cars for Neighbors in Minnesota.  

In January, Bethel Hills hosted a group of Gateway Fiber 
employees to tour the grounds and were presented with a 
check for $13,320. “Since our beginning in 2019, we have 
been focused on serving our local communities with more 
than just great internet,” said Gateway Fiber CEO Chris Surdo. 
“The people we serve matter deeply to us, and we are 
committed to enriching lives in the communities we serve 
and the organizations that support them.” 

“We greatly appreciate this donation, which will assist in 
building out our technology infrastructure, including a small 
computer area for use by our residents, a large-screen TV for 
our new community center, and laptop computers,” said 
Bethel Hills Executive Director Billie Kramme. Gateway Fiber 
is also working to bring high-speed fiber internet into the 
community.  

Bethel Hills is a faith-based community where adults with 
and without developmental disabilities live life to the fullest. 
The nonprofit provides supportive housing and opportunities 
to live, learn, and worship together—and it is growing. To 
learn more or to donate, visit www.bethelhills.org. Cars for 
Neighbors in Minnesota received a check for $8,565. Gateway 
Fiber donated $22,000 in total. 

The Gateway Fiber team joined the Bethel Hills Community 
staff onsite to present the check for $13,320. (Photo courtesy 
of Bethel Hills Community)

Bethel Hills Receives Donation From 
Gateway Fiber

Bethel Hills 4th Anniversary Charity 
Cornhole Tournament March 1

On Saturday, March 1, join Bethel Hills at 10450 Voelkerding 
Rd, Dutzow, as they celebrate their 4th anniversary with a 
charity cornhole tournament. The tournament will follow a 
4-game Round Robin double-elimination format, with 50/50 
cash payouts for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place winners. The total 
winnings will depend on the number of teams registered.

The entry fee is $40 per team of two. Preregistration is 
preferred, but walk-ins are welcome. Doors open at 9:30 a.m., 
and play begins at 11 a.m. in the gymnasium. Proceeds from 
the event will go toward installing backup generators for the 
community. Food and concessions will be available, and 
participants are welcome to bring their own beverages.

The tournament will also feature a silent auction and 
raffle. To register, please visit bethelhills.org. For questions, 
contact Kerry Klenke at 636-259-0066 or 
klenkekerry@gmail.com.

Additional articles are posted throughout the 
month at www.boonecountryconnection.com.
Sign up for daily email updates!
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The Boone Country Connection is 
Distributed on the First Friday of each month. 
Next delivery March 7.

CREC Youth Tour Essay Contest
Six area students will have the opportunity to travel to 

Washington, D.C., this summer as part of the Missouri Electric 
Youth Tour. This year’s delegates will be among dozens from 
Missouri and thousands from across the nation to spend a 
week in the nation’s capital. The Youth Tour trip is planned 
for June 15-21.

The local Youth Tour program sponsored by Cuivre River 
Electric Cooperative (CREC) consists of an essay contest open 
only to high school juniors who live and attend school in 
CREC’s general service area or who have CREC service to their 
homes. The 2025 essay theme is “My Favorite Cooperative 
Principle.” Entry forms are available at local high schools or 
online at cuivre.com/youthtour. The deadline to enter is 
Monday, March 3, 2025.

Entries remain anonymous during preliminary judging 
by CREC staff. The 12 top-scoring essays are selected as 
finalists, and they will attend the final competition on 
Wednesday, April 2.

The top six finalists will be selected as Youth Tour delegates 
and earn the trip to D.C. The other six finalists will receive 
$500 scholarships. CREC fully funds the Youth Tour program. 
There is no cost to students or families.

Teachers who support the Youth Tour program and submit 
at least 10 student entries receive a $50 classroom grant from 
CREC.

For more information on the Youth Tour program, contact 
Tim Schmidt at 636-695-4837 or tschmidt@cuivre.com.

Cuivre River Electric Cooperative is the largest member-
owned electric distribution cooperative in Missouri. It serves 
more than 70,000 residential, business, commercial, industrial 
and agricultural members in Lincoln, Pike, St. Charles, Warren 
and Montgomery counties.
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Klondike Winter Family Art Carnival...from Page 1

Clara Siem getting a tractor painted on her face. 

Shannon Robinson (L) and Peter Shepherd (R) are posing at The 
Alice in Wonderland fantasy photo booth - fun for kids and adults.

Octavia sits on her great-grandmother Norma’s lap with 
Grandma Janet (L) at the origami table. 

Kendyl (L) and Harper (R) help paint the commemorative mural. 
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Eagle Scout Joshua Goetsch Builds 
and Donates Bookshelf  
Scout Troop 856 Media Release, New Melle

The Newton-Howell Gallery at the 
Historic Daniel Boone Home received 
a new piece of furniture on December 
18, 2024, just in time for Christmas. 
Joshua Goetsch from New Melle, with 
Troop 856 of the Boone Trails District 
within the Greater St. Louis Area 
Council, coordinated the delivery of a 
new bookshelf as the final part of his 
Eagle Scout project. The shelf was the 
culmination of several months of work 
by both scouts and adults, led by 
Joshua.

The bookshelf was constructed in 
the style of furniture from the late 
1800s when Daniel Boone lived in St. 
Charles County. The use of hide glue 
(crafted from animal hide) and a soft 
wax finish (made from beeswax) are 
just two examples of techniques employed to create the shelf 
that align with those used in the late 1800s. The bookshelf 
will hold children's books for storytime events at the historical 
venue.

The Eagle Scout Project represents a key milestone for a 
scout aiming to achieve the highest rank in Scouting. Attaining 
the Eagle Scout rank is an esteemed honor that only 6% of 
scouts who join scouting attain. The military, educational 

Joshua Goetsch with 
completed bookshelf for 
Eagle Scout Service 
Project.

Project Leadership from (L-R) Eric Stiern - Troop 856 Scoutmaster 
and Project Coach, William Ray - Daniel Boone Home Lead 
Interpreter, St. Charles County Parks, Joshua Goetsch - Life Scout 
Troop 856 Project Leader and Warren Gross - Project Carpenter.
institutions and employers value this achievement on a 
resume. The Eagle Scout rank demonstrates proven leadership, 
a commitment to overcoming challenging goals, and a 
dedication to community service. These things and more are 
required to earn this prestigious award. Parents and youth 
interested in learning about scouting can find details at 
stlbsa.org. 

The public is invited to view the new addition during their 
visit to the Historic Daniel Boone Home. Park hours are available 
on the St. Charles County website (scco.org) and the park's 
Facebook page.
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New Melle VFW Gun Raffle for Trap Fund

The New Melle VFW Post #5651 is holding a gun raffle to 
support the VFW Trap Fund. Tickets are $20 each, and only 
500 tickets will be sold. The drawings begin in July 2025 and 
will continue through June 2026. They are held on the first 
Wednesday of each month. The drawing dates and prizes are 
listed above.

The New Melle VFW would like to thank the 1776 Armory 
in Warrenton and Wildschuetz Bros. Trucking for their support. 

If you would like to purchase tickets, call Brad Schwerdt 
at 314-312-9900 or email bschwerdt293@azuria.com.

To win long guns, winners must be 18 years old or 21 years 
old for handguns. They must also complete the applicable FFL 
paperwork.

February: The Eastern “Screechless” 
Owl
By Dan Zarlenga, Missouri Department of Conservation

If there was ever a creature that 
was innocent of what its name 
accuses it of, it’s got to be the eastern 
screech owl.

The screech owl is a fairly 
common resident throughout the 
state of Missouri. You’re likely to find 
them living in cedar or pine trees, 
oftentimes within a cavity previously 
created by a woodpecker. But any 
dead or hollow tree might be a home 
for them. Screech owls are small, 
sporting piercing yellow eyes and 
conspicuous ear tufts. Be on the lookout for gray, brown, or 
red color variations of these owls, although, the red is a lot 
less common in the Show-Me-State.

Eastern screech owls inhabit a variety of natural spaces, 
from open woodlands to forests, rural woodlots, orchards, 
and deep woods. They also adapt fairly well to human presence 
and can be found in city parks and lots, or suburban 
neighborhoods.

The diminutive screech owl tends to feed on small prey, 
like mice, shrews, moles, frogs, and small birds, as do many 
owls. However, screech owls will even go for insects, including 
beetles, grasshoppers, and moths, as well as fish and crayfish.

But what of these wrongful accusations? You see, even 
though they are called “screech” owls, they don’t really 
screech! The sounds they create more evoke the whinny a 
miniature horse might make. Their calls are a high-pitched, 
quivering whistle that ascends in pitch only to descend into 
a whinny—as if a tiny pony has just reared up on its hind legs. 
Extended, monotone trills are also part of their vocal repertoire, 
often performed as a duet with a mate. You might be hearing 
these on a dark February night, as this is the time of year 
when screech owls are courting. It’s an eerie sound that could 
lead you to believe that some supernatural activity might be 
at play!

Now, when it comes to screeching, there is an owl who 
does do that. It’s the barn owl. This species is somewhat less 
common in Missouri and gets its name because it often nests 
in structures like barns and grain elevators. The harsh, raspy 
calls it makes truly sound like screeches and hisses. They can 
be quite startling.

So, screech owls don’t really screech as their name implies. 
It’s barn owls that do the screeching. On the other hand, barn 
owls do live up to their name because they are found in barns.

But the confusion doesn’t end there. The barn owl itself 
is sometimes mistaken in name for another owl, the barred 
owl. The barred owl is commonly found in Missouri and earns 
its moniker by the many dark bars seen on its chest. It would 
appear that mistaken identity abounds in the world of owls.

As you go about your nocturnal wanderings, keep your 
ears and mind alert. The miniature horse whinny you hear 
coming from the woods isn’t a horse but a screech owl. And 
that startling screech causing your hair to stand on end is not 
from a screech owl, it’s the barn owl making its presence 
known. Just don’t confuse that one with the barred owl.

It’s all pretty simple, really.
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Registration Open For New Melle 
Vikings Spring Session  

The New Melle Vikings are 
looking for kids of all ages to join its 
spring baseball, softball, machine 
pitch, t-ball and other programs. 
Registration closes mid-February 
for most spring programs, so 
register now. See the ad on page 3 
for a QR code for details and to 
register or learn more at 
vikingelite.org.

New Melle Vikings is a 
collaboration between the Viking Elite Sports Academy and 
New Melle Sports and Recreation. The program prioritizes 
community engagement and offers access to an indoor 
training facility and experienced coaches. It strives to create 
a unique experience for players, coaches, and families.

Players can choose from various development pathways, 
from entry-level to club, allowing them to strengthen their 
skills without traditional club mandates. Their coaches attend 
clinics and workshops, fostering strong development 
opportunities. Many of the program's athletes successfully 
transition to high school teams. New Melle Vikings is dedicated 
to cultivating a supportive community and offering clear 
paths for growth across all age brackets. They have their own 
fields and indoor facility and welcome players from around 
the region to join their programs.

The New Melle Vikings always welcome new coaches and 
volunteers. Learn more at vikingelite.org. 

St. Vincent de Paul Food Pantry 
February Update

The St. Vincent de Paul Food Pantry is located at Immaculate 
Heart of Mary Church in New Melle, 8 W Hwy D. The pantry is 
open on the first and third Saturday of every month from 9 
a.m. to 10:30 a.m. for those needing assistance. For help 
outside of pantry hours, please leave a message on the pantry 
hotline at 636-398-5270, ext. 225.

The pantry is always in need of donations. Donations may 
be dropped off at the Immaculate Heart of Mary office Monday 
through Thursday from 9 a.m. until 3 p.m. or placed in the 
donation box outside the Food Pantry.

The pantry currently needs diapers size 4/5/6, baby wipes, 
disposable razors, feminine hygiene products, regular coffee, 
regular tea bags, and pancake mix.

Thank you in advance for your donations!
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Read obituaries throughout the month at 
boonecountryconnection.com

Patrick "Paddy" T. Holden

Patrick "Paddy" T. Holden, 73, passed 
away on January 28, 2025, at his home in 
Defiance, Missouri.

He was born on June 17, 1951, in 
Roscrea, county of Tipperary, Ireland. The 
world has lost a gentle, kind, and generous 
man. He possessed a wise, intelligent mind 
with patience and excellent judgment.

Paddy loved his home. He enjoyed 
gardening, playing guitar, and caring for 
the wild creatures. He was an avid Trump 
supporter and followed politics.

Paddy is survived by his wife, Sharon (Hopkins) Holden. 
They shared 40 wonderful years together, and his passing 
leaves a void more than words can express. He is also survived 
by his sister, Karen Higginbotham of Lake Sherwood, MO; his 
brother, Mark G. (Susan) Holden of CT; and many nieces, 
nephews, cousins, and friends. He was preceded in death by 
his parents, Jerome T. and Rosejoan Holden.

Paddy cared deeply about children. The family requests 
memorial donations to his favorite charity, Marine Corps Toys 
for Tots, P.O. Box 5036, Boone, IA 50950-0036.

Arrangements for a Celebration of Life will take place at 
a later date.

Gerald "Jerry" Lee Guilliams

Gerald "Jerry" Lee Guilliams, 85, of 
Wright City, Missouri, passed away on 
January 4, 2025.Born on August 31, 1939, 
he lived a simple life of working hard, 
caring for his family, hunting, enjoying the 
outdoors, and volunteering his time for his 
community.

Jerry graduated from Ritenour High 
School in 1957 and dedicated much of his 
professional life to residential construction, 
working as a contractor for 40 years. He also owned and 
operated a harbor for a decade, where he brought his vision 
and hard work to fruition. Jerry not only worked hard, but 
he was also a passionate outdoorsman and community leader.

He was an avid deer and turkey hunter, a gun enthusiast 
and collector, and a lifetime horseman. Elk hunting in Montana, 
shooting in an archery league, horseback riding, taking float 
trips, and barbecuing ribs and pork steaks were just a few of 
his hobbies. For many years, his leadership extended to his 
roles as a Callaway 4-H Club leader and president of the 
Wentzville Lion's Club. He also served as a 4-H project leader, 
teaching area youth leather craft and outdoorsman skills. 
Notably, through his work with the Lion’s Club, he organized 
the first float trip and the first hayride & bonfire for students 
of the Missouri School for the Blind (MSB), highlighting his 
belief in supporting and empowering young people.

Jerry's love for storytelling and his jovial personality 
made him a beloved figure, not only within his family but 
also across his community. He is survived by his daughters, 
Debra (Rob) Marchbanks and Diane (Shawn) Saale; 
grandchildren, Dana and Daniel Woodruff and Taylor and 
Clayton Saale; and sisters, June Goebel and Gail Kraai. He 
was preceded in death by his parents, Glen and Norma 
Guilliams; his wife, Sandra Guilliams; brothers, Robert and 
Gary Guilliams; and his uncle, Howard Horrell.

Visitation: Friday, January 24, 2025, 12:30 p.m. to 1:30 
p.m. at Pitman Funeral Home, 904 S. Hwy 47, Warrenton, MO 
63383.

Memorial Service: Friday, January 24, 2025, at 1:30 p.m. 
at Pitman Funeral Home, Warrenton. Celebration following 
Memorial Service on Friday, January 24, 2025, at Cori's Twin 
Gables, 101 State Hwy 47, Marthasville, MO 63357, one of his 
favorite places. Everyone is welcome.

Memorials in Jerry's name can be made to the Wentzville 
Lion's Club, in care of Pitman Funeral Home, P.O. Box 248, 
Wentzville, MO 63385.

Doris E. Regot

Doris E. Regot (née Noah), of Troy, MO, 
passed away on Saturday, January 25, 
2025, at 94. Beloved wife of the late Pete 
Regot; cherished daughter of the late 
Philomena and Walter Noah; devoted 
mother of Carol (Carl) Barnhart, Dick 
(Sherry) Regot, Linda Schmidt, and Donna 
(Leroy) Rhodes; loving grandmother of 
Steve, Cathy, Josh, Jessie, Sean, Angie, 
Amy, Dustin, Chad, Leah, the late Jason, 
and the late Jeremy; treasured great-
grandmother of 24; dear sister of Lucille (Bill) Jett. 

Doris was preceded in death by five sisters, Darlene (Ed) 
Linnenbringer, Margaret (Orville) Kuchler, Delorse (Bill) Woods, 
Mary (Kenneth) Mound, Barbara (Benny) Lee, and two brothers, 
Orville (Edythe) Noah, and Emmett Noah.

Doris was a simple yet elegant woman who lived life to 
the fullest and loved deeply. She had a passion for sewing 
and crafting, enjoyed spending time with her family—especially 
her siblings—and her affection was always reciprocated. Doris 
had a fondness for hummingbirds and found joy in reading 
books. She cherished her career in the aerospace industry, 
where she worked for many years with a focus on electronics. 
She was dearly loved and will be greatly missed by all who 
knew her.

Visitation: Friday, January 31, 2025, from 11:30 a.m. to 
1:30 p.m. at Baue Funeral Home - Cave Springs, 3950 W Clay, 
St. Charles, MO 63301.

Funeral Service: Friday, January 31, at 1:30 p.m. at Baue 
Funeral Home - Cave Springs.

Graveside Service: Friday, January 31, at 2:30 p.m. at St. 
Charles Memorial Gardens, 3950 W Clay.

Memorials may be made in Doris's name to St. Jude 
Children's Research Hospital.
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Patricia (Pat) Foster

Patricia (Pat) Foster passed away on 
January 16, 2025, at 81 and was born 
September 19, 1943, in Lakota, North 
Dakota. She is survived by her beloved 
husband, Meade Foster of Foristell; her 
three children, Paul Foster, Ann (Foster) 
Jamar and Karen (Foster) Vega; and nine 
grandchildren and one great-grandchild.

Pat was the oldest of eleven children 
born to the late Norbert H. Lange and 
Marge (Foley) Lange. Her three brothers, Jerome, Steve 
(deceased) and John and seven sisters, LaVonne, Jane, 
Kathleen, Paula, Lisa, Mary (deceased) and Peg (deceased), 
all shared their love for North Dakota.

Pat grew up in many cities, attending three different high 
schools. She got a BA degree in Sociology and worked as a 
caseworker in the Department of Public Assistance in Boise, 
Idaho. She and her husband Meade moved to Wentzville, MO, 
where he grew up following the birth of their son in 1968. 
After the birth of her daughters, she returned to college and 
received a lifetime K-12 teaching certification. She taught 4th 
grade for three years and 2nd grade for nine years at Wright 
City, MO, public school and 2nd grade at Holy Rosary in 
Warrenton, MO, for 16 years. After retirement from full-time 
teaching, she continued to substitute teach in the Wentzville 
Public School System for ten years.

Pat and her husband did a lot of tent camping with their 
three children throughout the U.S. She sang with the Choral 
Art Singers for almost 40 years. She sang with them in Taiwan, 
Carnage Hall in New York City and the Kennedy Center in D.C. 
In later years, she sang with her church choir until her passing.

All who knew her loved her.
Funeral Mass: Monday, January 27, at 10 a.m. at IHM 

Church, New Melle, 8 W Hwy D.
Memorials: In honor of Pat, donations may be made to 

St. Jude's Children's Hospital in the care of Pitman Funeral 
Home, 1545 Wentzville Parkway, Wentzville, Missouri 63385.

Inurnment: Following funeral at Immaculate Heart of 
Mary Cemetery.

Doris Ann Haake

Doris Ann Haake of Wentzville, 
Missouri, passed away on January 7, 2025, 
at 89. She is survived by her six children, 
Gail Schellert of New Melle, MO; Jeannine 
(Michael) Dwyer of Wentzville, MO; John 
(Linda) Haake of Eolia, MO; Ramona 
(Gordon) Nadler of Warrenton, MO; Darwin 
(Samantha) Haake of Wentzville, MO; and 
David Haake of Windfield, MO; fourteen 
grandchildren, Jaime (Chris) Opfer, Stacy 
(Nate) Williams, Stephanie Markezich, Tim 
(Stephanie) Dwyer, Jeff (Terra) Dwyer, Rachel (Adam) Peck, 
Christy (Aaron) Kuntz, Heather (Chris) Hall, Tricia (Matt) 
Hupper, Brandon (Tori) Haake, Zachary (Nicole) Haake, Ethan 
(Toni) Haake, David Haake, Jr. (Austin Dodd), and Hannah 
Haake; and 24 great-grandchildren.

She was preceded in death by her beloved husband, 
Donald L. Haake; her dear parents, Melvin and Holdina 
Dallmann; and her sister and brother-in-law, Valeria and 
William March.

Dennis O. York

Dennis O. York of Wentzville, MO, 
passed away on December 29, 2024. Dennis 
was born on January 15, 1956, in 
Harrisburg, IL, to Everett and Genevieve 
(McGill) York. He graduated from Wentzville 
High School and worked for the City of 
Clayton until his retirement. Dennis loved 
bowling, car racing, working on cars, 
hanging out with his friends in the 
breakfast club, and spending time with 
family and friends.

He was preceded in death by both his parents, his sister 
Tina Smith, brother Leonard York, and nephew Jeffrey York. 
He is survived by his brother, Jerry (Debbie) York; special 
friend, Brenda McAtee; niece, Stacey (Christian) Klein and 
their children, Catherine, Elizabeth, and Christian II; nephew, 
Zack York; niece, Allysia (Will) McKinney and their children, 
Dax and Nash; and nephew, Dakota (Cheyenne) Stroman, 
and their child, Adelynn.

Dennis was an all-around kind and giving person who 
loved his family and friends and will be greatly missed by many.

Visitation: Friday, January 10, 2025, from 11 a.m. to 12 
p.m. at Pitman Funeral Home, 1545 Wentzville Parkway, 
Wentzville, Missouri 63385.

Funeral: Date: Friday, January 10, 2025, at 12 p.m. at 
Pitman Funeral Home, Wentzville, MO.

Cemetery: Eternal Peace Cemetery, Wentzville, MO.
Memorial donations: American Heart Association (heart.org) 

or American Diabetes Foundation (diabetes.org.)

Doris was a great lady of faith in Jesus Christ. She was a 
current member of Immanuel Lutheran Church in Wentzville, 
MO. She was an honorary member of Women In Mission at 
Immanuel, but prior to her dementia, she was very active in 
the Ladies Aid/WIM group at the church.

Doris was an avid gardener in her early life and enjoyed 
cooking and baking for her family. She also had a great love 
for children, as she spent many years babysitting for grandkids 
and children of school families and after school. She loved 
all kinds of flowers and especially adored hummingbirds and 
butterflies. Doris took note of flowers, especially when she 
first moved to Elsberry Healthcare Center. She would pick all 
kinds of flowers from the yard there. One of the greatest gifts 
to her was her large family, whom she loved dearly. All who 
knew her were blessed by her presence in their lives. Whether 
it was family, church friends, or her Elsberry Healthcare Center 
staff and residents, she was loved by so many, and she deeply 
loved them. Towards her later years, dementia limited her 
from expressing her love for others. We were always glad to 
see glimpses of that love during our visits with her. Most 
importantly, we know she loved Jesus, and we rejoice in the 
peace that she is now experiencing.

Visitation: Monday, January 13 at 7 p.m. at Pitman Funeral 
Home, 1545 Wentzville Parkway. 

Funeral: Tuesday, January 14 at 10 a.m. at Immanuel 
Lutheran Church - Wentzville, 632 E Hwy N, Wentzville, MO 
63385.

Memorials in Doris's honor to: Immanuel Lutheran Church, 
Wentzville, or The Lutheran Hour, in care of Pitman Funeral 
Home, 1545 Wentzville Parkway, Wentzville, Missouri 63385.

Interment: Eternal Peace Cemetery, East Pitman Ave., 
Wentzville, MO 63385.
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Doris Ann Brakensiek

Doris Ann Brakensiek passed away on 
February 1, 2025, at 90.  She was born 
March 30, 1934, in Wright City, to the late 
Erwin and Martha Groeper née Jaspering.

Doris Ann loved quilting, reading, 
socializing, and traveling. Doris was a 
faithful member of Immanuel UCC in 
Wright City. She was the City Clerk for 
Wright City for 5 years. After that, she 
became a mail carrier for Wright City Post 
Office for 17 years until retirement. After 
retirement, she enjoyed traveling with her husband Emmet 
until his passing in 2022. Doris moved to Harton Senior Living 
in July 2023, and she loved welcoming new residents and 
socializing with the many friends she made there.

Doris is survived by her five daughters, Nancy Logan of 
N. Little Rock, AR; Alice Zoellner of Wright City; Jane (Tony) 
Blanton of Wright City; Terri Baker of Warrenton; Gerri (Darrell) 
Smith of Wright City; 11 grandchildren, Angela (Jason) Case, 
Brian Balkenbusch, Cheryl Rudy, Beth (Adam) Neldon, Michelle 
(Stephen) Feise, Antoinette (Josh) Soles, Sean Blanton, Justin 
Baker, Rikki Ann Baker, Matthew Vance, Megan Vance; 24 
great-grandchildren, and six great-great-grandchildren.

She was preceded in death by her parents, her first husband/
children's father, Norman H.W. Logan; second husband, Emmet 
Brakensiek, and son, James Logan; brothers, Calvin and 
Gilbert Groeper, her sister Shirley Bunge, and great-grandson 
Thomas L. Neldon.

Visitation: Thursday, February 13, from 3 to 7 p.m. at 
Pitman Funeral Home, 904 S. Hwy 47, Warrenton, MO 63383.

Funeral: Friday, February 14, at 10 a.m. at Pitman Funeral 
Home, Warrenton.

Memorials: Immanuel UCC Women’s Fellowship in care 
of Pitman Funeral Home, P.O. Box 126 Warrenton, MO 63383.

Augusta Bottom Rd. Bridge To Close 
For Replacement Feb 10

St. Charles 
County, MO—The 
St. Charles 
County Highway 
Department will 
close the Augusta 
Bottom Road 
Bridge on 
Monday, February 
10, 2025, to replace the structure. The closure will last for 
three months. Message signs notifying motorists of the closure 
will be in place, and detour signs will provide direction around 
the closure.

Traffic must follow the designated detour around the 
closed section. To avoid the closure, drivers should take Emke 
Road to Highway 94 and then to Schell Road. 

This road improvement project is part of a continuing 
effort by the St. Charles County Government to improve the 
County’s road system for the traveling public's safety. For 
more information about road projects underway in 
unincorporated St. Charles County, please call the Highway 
Department at 636-949-7305 or visit sccmo.org/RoadProjects.
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Two New Mellle BOA Running 
Unopposed in April Election

The City of New Melle will hold an election on April 8, 
2025. Aldermen Ward 1, Brian Nelson, the incumbent, is 
running unopposed. Alderman Ward 2, Janet Karrenbrock, 
the incumbent, is also running unopposed.

To vote in the upcoming April general election, you must 
be registered by March 12. For more information, visit sccmo.org/
election-authority. To learn more about the City of New Melle, 
visit cityofnewmelle.com.

"Best of Augusta" Photo Contest - 
Making Generational Memories
By Gay Eskew

“Aww, she’s 
adorable!” “What 
a beautiful 
smile!” “Such a 
gorgeous bride 
and a handsome 
groom.” These 
are just a few 
comments we 
often hear when 
flipping through 
photos that 
capture moments of significance in our lives. Photographs 
have a unique way of transporting us back to meaningful 
times, evoking memories of celebrations, milestones, and 
everyday moments that make up our personal stories.

One of “The Best of Augusta” Photo Contest objectives 
is to provide tips to strengthen the photography skills of 
anyone and everyone who loves taking pictures. This month’s 
featured guest photographer is Angela Stephens. Formerly 
from Minneapolis, she has endeared herself to our Augusta 
community in a short period of time. She believes the best 
photos are the ones that tell a story. They become narratives 
deeply intertwined with the lives and experiences of those 
included in them. Angela’s love for photography began with 
a fascination for older family photos. She would examine 
them closely, paying attention to the unique details—the 
expressions on people’s faces, the fashionable attire of the 
time, the background settings, and the way people were 
arranged for the picture. It was this curiosity that sparked her 
interest in embracing her own meaningful moments. Her first 
experience with formal photography came in 2000 when she 
assisted a photographer whose attention to detail and 
thoroughness left a lasting impression.

For Angela, photography is more than just taking pictures
—it’s about capturing an emotion. Her advice is to wait to 
“see it in their face” by strategically conversing with the person 
or reminding them of a feeling. These moments are preserved 
and passed down through generations. It’s about celebrating 
not just the photo itself, but the people, places, and feelings 
that make it so special.

Learn more about the 2025 “Best of Augusta” Photo 
Contest by visiting townofaugustamo.org under the Photo 
Contests tab. Enter a photograph that tells a story or captures 
a moment in time. Take your best shot! You could be a winner.
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Highlights From the Special Budget 
Meeting Dec. 18

The following highlights are from the official minutes of 
the December 18, 2024, Special Budget Meeting held before 
the Regular Board of Aldermen Meeting at City Hall.

The Special Budget Meeting began at 6:11 p.m.
Roll Call - Mayor Steve Burt, Aldermen Janet Karrenbrock, 

Gary Schneider, and Brian Nelson, and City Clerk - Marcia Gay 
were present. Alderman Trevor Goodman was absent.

Open Forum - There were no comments, and Open Forum 
was closed at 6:13 p.m.

Budget Discussion 
• Line Item 4780 Other Income was reduced to $500, which 
should cover any income not applicable to regular accounts.
• The Adopted Fuel Tax Income will need a new Line Item for 
application. That amount is estimated at $6,800 for 2025.
• Under Subcontract Expenses, $5,000 was added for a part-
time Code Enforcement Officer.
• For Other Operating Expenses - the website cost was reduced 
as the site requires only occasional updates. The Utilities 
Budget was reduced to reflect actuals. Property Maintenance 
was increased by $2,000 to replace the damaged/deteriorating 
entrance ramp. Software and tech support costs were reduced 
since the new computer should be up-to-date, and city event 
costs were also reduced as the city does not host many events.

All other Budget Amendments remained as noted. The 
Ordinance to adopt the 2025 Budget was moved to the Regular 
BOA meeting, which followed at 7 p.m.

The Special Meeting adjourned at 6:55 p.m.

Highlights from the December 18 
Regular BOA Meeting

The following are highlights from the official minutes of 
the Regular BOA Meeting on December 18 at 7 p.m. following 
the Special Budget Meeting. The meeting was called to order 
at 7:03 p.m. at City Hall.

Roll Call - Mayor Steve Burt, Aldermen Janet Karrenbrock, 
Gary Schneider, and Brian Nelson, City Clerk - Marcia Gay, 
and City Attorney - Steve Martin were present. Alderman 
Trevor Goodman was absent. Also present were City Engineers 
Hayden Ginsberg and Kurt Daniels of Cochran Engineering.

Open Forum: Chris Caldwell, a trustee of the Fiddlestix 
HOA, inquired about when there would be a public hearing 
regarding the Foristell Rd. Improvement Project and ADA 
accessibility to the proposed trail. A public hearing will be 
announced for comments on the projects. The Open Forum 
closed at 7:05 p.m.

Introduction of Bills/Ordinances:
Approved - Bill #505 - Ordinance 490 - An ordinance of 

the City of New Melle calling for a Municipal Election on April 
8, 2025, to elect certain municipal officials. Editor’s Note: 
Alderman of Ward 1, Brian Nelson, and Alderwoman Janet 
Karrenbrock of Ward 2 are both running unopposed for two-
year terms. 

Approved - Bill #506 - Ordinance 491 - An ordinance of 
the City of New Melle adopting a budget for the 2025 fiscal 
year for the City of New Melle.  

Approved - Bill #507 - Ordinance 492 - An ordinance of 
the City of New Melle, approving the record plat for Auden 
Meadows, 478 Foristell Rd. The Record Plat of Auden Meadows 

was approved at the December 10, 2024, Planning and Zoning 
Meeting and was recommended for approval to the Board of 
Aldermen.

Approved - Bill #508 - Ordinance 493 - An ordinance of 
the City of New Melle finding and declaring that the acquisition 
of certain land and real property interests for the Mill Street/
Peter Street Improvement Project is necessary for municipal 
purposes and authorizing the acquisition of said land and 
real property.

Engineering Report:
• Foristell Rd. Trail and Foristell Rd. Improvements: To move 
forward with the project, MoDOT requires approval for the 
Wetlands Delineation Survey and Cultural Resource Survey 
costs. A motion was made to approve the funds for the surveys. 
It was also noted that tree clearing for the project can only 
be conducted between October and March due to certain 
wildlife habitats.
• Additional funding for the Foristell Improvement Project 
has been submitted to St. Charles County, and Cochran 
Engineering is awaiting a response.
• Progress is being made on the easement procurement for 
the Mill St./Peter St. project. All requests for the Bystrom 
property have been met. Brightspeed has requested the 
necessary square feet for the permanent easement, and final 
documents will be submitted. Negotiations are ongoing for 
the property at 3669 Mill St.

Old Business: The discussion regarding a part-time Code 
Enforcement Officer is ongoing. Alderman Nelson stated that 
the city should not rely on citizen responses or notifications 
but should have a professional officer issue warnings or 
summonses. A Request For Proposal was approved for a part-
time Code Enforcement Officer for the City of New Melle, and 
the position will be advertised.

New Business: Emergency repairs for city streets, including 
street cleaning of gravel, rocks, and mud removal, should be 
completed through the Emergency Road Repair Contract. It 
was noted that the removal of some areas of gravel may 
actually accentuate the problem by removing any base that 
keeps the areas from getting worse. It will be on a case-by-
case basis. The Mill St. Improvement project will address 
some of the gravel, rock, and mud issues after heavy 
precipitation.

Highlights from the January 21 BOA 
Meeting

By Kathy Miller

The meeting began at 7 p.m.
Roll Call: Mayor Steve Burt, Aldermen Janet Karrenbrock 

and Gary Schneider, City Clerk Marcia Gay, City Attorney Steve 
Martin and Cochran Engineering were present. Aldermen 
Nelson and Goodman were absent. 

At 7:12 p.m., after unsuccessful attempts to reach Aldermen 
Nelson and Goodman, Mayor Steve Burt closed the meeting 
due to a lack of quorum. 

The agenda for the January 21, 2025, meeting was as 
follows:

Introduction of Ordinances: Bill #504 - Ordinance 489 
- An ordinance granting a franchise to Brightspeed of Missouri, 
LLC, to operate and maintain a telecommunications system 
in the City of New Melle.  

Continued on Page 23
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Engineering Report:  
• Mill Street/Schutzen Sidewalk status, easement acquisitions.  
• Board of Aldermen discussion regarding fees for the Permit 
Application from PWSD#2 for the Holt Road Booster Pump 
Station.  
New Business:  
• Following a review of the comments from the Public Hearing 
and based on the unanimous decision of the Planning and 
Zoning Commission, the Application to rezone 3705 Mill St. 
from C-1 to C-2 is recommended to the Board of Aldermen 
for approval. Upon BOA approval - Introduction of Ordinance 
to Rezone:  Bill #509 – Ordinance No. 494 – An Ordinance of 
the City of New Melle, amending the official zoning map to 
rezone the property located at 3705 Mill Street from C-1 
(Restricted Commercial) to C-2 (General Commercial).  
• Status of the Annual Audit. Questionnaires to the Board from 
F.E.W. Certified Public Accountants.  
• Comments/questions regarding NMSR Landscaping and the 
grass-cutting contract for 2025.

Following the Regular Board of Aldermen meeting, there 
will be a work session to discuss the future use of city property 
and other possibilities for city growth. 

The meeting ended at 7:12 p.m. A large crowd was at the 
meeting, with several individuals attending to discuss the 
future boundaries of the City of New Melle and surrounding 
cities. After the meeting concluded, a discussion took place 
with those in attendance. Jiryis Shaheen addressed the issue 
of establishing boundaries that cities would respect, like 
Wentzville, O'Fallon, or other nearby cities, ideally utilizing 
natural boundaries such as creeks. For this arrangement to 
succeed, it was suggested that three cities must agree and 
enact a resolution or ordinance to define those boundaries. 
To prevent any changes in the agreement, all three cities 
would need to consent to terminate the arrangement, making 
it challenging for any one city to withdraw. Jiryis noted that 
St. Paul and O’Fallon have a similar agreement that has been 
functioning well. Nathan Bibb and Steve Koskela, both O’Fallon 
Councilmen of Ward 2, agreed on the effectiveness of this 
approach. Nathan Bibb emphasized the urgency of finalizing 
this agreement. If a developer approaches O’Fallon for 
annexation, it could proceed without any barriers. One key 
point to remember is that regardless of the boundary, being 
within it does not automatically place you within the city 
limits. Those wishing to remain in unincorporated St. Charles 
County would have that option.

Highlights from the January 23 
BOA Special Meeting 

On Thursday, January 23, at 8 a.m., the New Melle Board 
of Aldermen held a special meeting to vote on two ordinances 
that were on the agenda for January 21. The meeting had 
been canceled due to a lack of quorum.

Roll Call: Mayor Steve Burt, Aldermen Karrenbrock, 
Goodman, Schneider, and Nelson, City Clerk - Marcia Gay, 
and City Attorney - Steve Martin were all present.  

Finance Report: The December 2024 balance sheets, 4th 
quarter balance sheet, and year-end financials were approved. 
See below. 

Introduction of Ordinances:  The Board of Aldermen 
approved Bill #504 – Ordinance No. 489 – An ordinance granting 
a franchise to Brightspeed of Missouri, LLC, f/k/a CenturyTel 
of Missouri, LLC, on behalf of itself and its operating affiliates 
(“Brightspeed”) to operate and maintain a telecommunications 
system in the City of New Melle, Missouri.

New Business:  Rezoning of 3705 Mill Street - Following 
a review of the comments from the Public Hearing and the 
unanimous decision of the Planning and Zoning Commission, 
the application for rezoning 3705 Mill St. from C-1 to C-2 was 
recommended to the Board of Aldermen for approval and 
was consequently approved - Bill #509 – Ordinance No. 494 
– An Ordinance of the City of New Melle, amending the official 
zoning map to rezone the property located at 3705 Mill Street 
from C-1 (Restricted Commercial) to C-2 (General Commercial).

The next Regular Board of Aldermen Meeting will be 
Tuesday, February 11, 2025, at City Hall, 145 Almeling St., 7:00 
p.m.

Highlights from Jan 21...from Page 22
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Here’s To The Girls: Celebrating 
Galentine’s Day at the Library
By Brittany Schaaf - St. Charles City-County Library

Ah, February! The month of groundhogs, Mardi Gras, and 
mushy, gushy Valentine’s Day. While I consider myself a hopeless 
romantic and adore a Meg Ryan rom-com as much as the next 
person, this year, you’ll find me celebrating something different: 
Galentine’s Day.

First introduced in an episode of Parks and Recreation 
starring Amy Poehler as enthusiastic Leslie Knope, Galentine’s 
has become a popular “unofficial” holiday. Every February 13 
presents an opportunity to celebrate the gal pals in your life (or, 
as Leslie Knope says, “ladies celebrating ladies”.) How you 
celebrate is up to you; plan a brunch date, host a movie night 
with classics like “Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants,” or exchange 
books and read with your BFFs.

Here are some incredible books about female friendships, 
all available at the Library:

“Killers of a Certain Age": by Deanna Raybourn
This book made me laugh out loud with its witty writing 

and hilarious cast of characters! Billie, Mary Alice, Helen, and 
Natalie have worked for the Museum, an elite network of 
assassins, for forty years. Now, their talents are considered old-
school. When the foursome celebrates their retirement with a 
blissful vacation, they are targeted by one of their own. Now, to 
get out alive, they have to turn against their own organization, 
relying on experience and each other to get the job done. They’re 
about to teach the Board what it really means to be a woman—
and a killer—of a certain age.

“The One Hundred Years of Lenni and Margot” by Marianne 
Cronin

This extraordinary book holds a special place in my heart—
perfect for fans of Rachel Joyce and Jojo Moyes. Teenager Lenni 
(age 17) and the purple-pajama-wearing, fruitcake-eating rebel 
Margot (age 83) strike up an unlikely friendship at a hospital arts 
and crafts class. As their friendship blooms, a world of stories 
opens for these unlikely companions who, between them, have 
been alive for one hundred years. An absolutely captivating and 
charming book (as long as you have tissues nearby.)

“Text Me When You Get Home: The Evolution and Triumph 
of Modern Female Friendships” by Kayleen Schaefer

An upbeat and hopeful examination of the evolution of 
female friendships in pop culture and modern society is perfect 
to share with your gal pals. Part memoir, part cultural examination, 
this nonfiction read celebrates how the bonds between women 
have evolved to have as much significance as relationships with 
romantic partners and family members. This book was an NPR: 
Books We Love selection and pairs wonderfully with “Aminuatou 
Sow’s Big Friendship: How We Keep Each Other Close.”

“It’s Not All Downhill From Here” by Terry McMillan
On the eve of her sixty-eighth birthday, Loretta Curry has a 

booming beauty supply empire, a gaggle of lifelong friends, and 
a husband who's still got moves that surprise. But when 
unexpected loss turns her world upside down, her loving and 
loyal group of friends try to figure out what she’s going to do 
with the rest of her life. This novel is witty, touching, and 
empowering.

“Reunion Beach: Stories Inspired by Dorothea Benton 
Frank" by various authors

How about a collection of short stories written by real-life 
friends? Inspired by the title Dorothea Benton Frank planned 
for her next book, Reunion Beach, Elin Hilderbrand, Adriana 
Trigiani, Patti Callahan, and Mary Alice Monroe channel their 

creativity, admiration, and grief into stories and poems that 
celebrate their remarkable writer friend. The stories were 
fantastic, but the best part was each author’s description of her 
relationship with the late author - a truly touching tribute.

Celebrate Galentine’s Day with a trip to the Library! Explore 
events being held at our Augusta and Boone’s Trail branches:

Discover Crafting: Spring Decoupage Canvases* - Saturday, 
March 1: 10 to 11 a.m., Monday, March 3: 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. Boone’s 
Trail Branch - adults. Join us to create two decoupage canvases 
(4×4” and 3×5”) using spring-themed napkins. On a small easel 
(not provided), these canvases make a great shelf decoration 
to welcome spring. This is a repeated event; please register for 
only one session.

Crafting Connections: Sip & Stitch* - Monday, March 3: 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Boone’s Trail Branch - adults and teens. Bring 
your current work in progress and join other yarn artists as we 
sip, stitch, and talk about our projects.

Crafting Connections - I Love Quilts!* - Tuesday, March 
4: 10 a.m. - 12 p.m. Augusta Branch - adults. What will you create? 
Meet other quilt lovers at this monthly event.

Canasta - Hand & Foot* - Tuesdays, March 4, 11, 18, 25: 1 
to 3:30 p.m., Thursdays, March 6, 13, 20, 27: 1 to 3:30 p.m. Boone’s 
Trail Branch - adults. Need to get out of the house? Learn to play 
Hand & Foot Canasta!

Coffee and Conversation - Thursdays, March 6, 13, 20, 27: 
9 to 10 a.m. Augusta Branch - adults. Enjoy a cup of coffee, a 
sweet treat, and conversation with others in the community.

Crafting Connections - Yarn Arts - Thursdays, March 6, 13, 
20, 27: 2 to 4 p.m. Augusta Branch - adults and teens. Other yarn 
enthusiasts will keep you company while you work on your knit, 
crochet, or embroidery project.

Make-It Monday* - Monday, March 10: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Augusta Branch - adults. Grab a friend, come to the Augusta 
Branch, and work on your unfinished projects! Spend all day 
or just a little while.

Book Discussion - “Lessons in Chemistry” by Bonnie 
Garmus* - Monday, March 10: 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. Boone's Trail 
Branch and Monday, March 17: 2 to 3 p.m. Augusta Branch - 
adults. Set in the 1960s California, this is the hilarious, idiosyncratic, 
and uplifting story of a female scientist whose career is constantly 
derailed by the idea that a woman’s place is in the home, only 
to find herself starring as the host of America’s most beloved 
TV cooking show.

Read to a Dog* - Thursday, March 13: 5 to 6 p.m. Boone's 
Trail Branch - children. Bring a book or choose one of ours and 
read to an attentive, adorable dog.

English Paper Piecing* - Tuesday, March 18: 2 to 4 p.m. 
Augusta Branch - adults. Learn how to English Paper Piece, a 
fun method of sewing fabric pieces together.

Book Discussion - “Challenger” by Adam Higginbotham*  
Thursday, March 20: 11 a.m. to 12 p.m. Boone’s Trail Branch - 
adults. This is the definitive, dramatic, minute-by-minute history 
of the Challenger disaster based on fascinating new archival 
research and in-depth reporting–a riveting history that reads 
like a thriller.

Read to a Dog* - Thursday, March 27: 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. 
Augusta Branch - children. Bring a book or choose one of ours 
and read to an attentive, adorable dog.

*Register at stchlibrary.org/join-class-or-event or call Boone’s 
Trail at 636-398-6200 or Augusta at 636-228-4855 for more 
information about classes. The Boone’s Trail and Augusta branches 
are open Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday from 9 a.m.- 7 p.m. 
and Saturday from 9 a.m.- 12 p.m. All St. Charles City-County 
Library branches will be closed on Monday, February 17, for 
Presidents’ Day.
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WORD SEARCH ANSWERS

Mystery Location
Enter to Win a Gift Card - Deadline is the 20th of each month.

DEADLINE:

Please submit

items for the

March BCC 

by February 17.

Target

 Distribution:

March 7.

Last Month's Winner

To enter the drawing or submit a photo to be considered for the 
Mystery Location, please email kathy@boonecountryconnection.com 
or text or call 636-698-4682. Please provide your answer and 
contact information.

How well do you know the 
“Boone Country” area? If 
you can identify where this 
photo was taken and want 
to enter the Mystery 
Location Drawing, contact 
us with your name, address, 
and phone number. Entries 
must be received by the 
20th of each month. One 
winner, drawn from the 
correct entries, will receive 
a gift card to an area 
business. Only one entry 
per household, please. 
Contact information is 
below or on page 2. 

St. Charles City County Library - 
Learn a New Language   

Want to learn a new language this year? You can use your 
Library card to access Rosetta Stone and begin learning a 
new language. Languages include Spanish, German, French, 
Mandarin Chinese and many more. 

You can take Rosetta Stone with you on your phone or 
utilize it on a computer or laptop. Through activities that help 
refine your grammar, vocabulary, and pronunciation, you 
can build your reading, writing, speaking, and literacy skills. 
Core features include live lessons with a Rosetta Stone coach, 
on-demand videos specific to language and culture, 
phrasebooks and an audio companion.

To learn more, visit stchlibrary.org, click on the “Learn & 
Discover” tab, then click on the eResources & Databases and 
search for the Rosetta Stone classes.

There were no 
entries for the 
January Mystery 
Location Drawing. 
The photo is the 
weather vane at 
Defiance Ridge 
Vineyards. Be sure to 
enter this month’s 
drawing by February 
20. If you have a 
Mystery location you 
would like to submit, 
please see contact 
info below. 
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What to Do...Where to Go...Who to See * (Visit the Calendar at www.boonecountryconnection.com)

RECURRING EVENTS: 
American Legion Post 180 Marthasville, 17452 Hwy 47, Coffee 
Gathering every 4th Tuesday at 9 a.m. The public is welcome, 
veteran and non-veteran alike. Stop by for conversation and 
friends.
Breakfast: Immaculate Conception, Augusta. Every 4th Sunday, 
8 a.m. to noon, except Dec.
Boone Country 4-H Club: Every 2nd Mon., 7 p.m. at St. John's 
UCC, 160 Johannes Ln.  Ages 5 – 18. For more info call 636-970-
3000.
Friends of Historic Augusta Museum: 275 Webster Street. 
Open 1–4 p.m. on 1st Sunday May–Sept; Call 651-592-3874.  
Meetings 2nd Thursday, 6 p.m.
Greater Augusta Area Chamber of Commerce: Third Monday 
each month, 6:30 p.m. at The Wandering Owl, visit augusta-
chamber.org.
John Birch Society - Meets the third Monday of each month 
at 6:30 p.m. at New Melle Fire Station #1, 45 Foristell Rd, 
Wentzville. Everyone is welcome. 
New Melle Board of Aldermen: 2nd Tuesday, 7 p.m. City Hall.
New Melle Chamber of Commerce: First Thursday of each 
month. Networking at 7:00 a.m. and meeting from 7:30 - 8:30 
a.m. Check the NMCC website for monthly location, 
www.newmellechamber.com.
New Melle Friendship Society: 1st Monday (2nd if Holiday) 
of odd months except for May, St. Paul's Lutheran-New Melle. 
636-398-5952.
New Melle P&Z: First Tuesdays, 7:00 p.m. City Hall.
New Melle VFW Post 5651: Queen of Hearts Every Wed. 5–8 
p.m. Drawing 7:30 p.m. Ticket sales end at 7 p.m.  Meetings 3rd 
Thurs. 7:30 p.m.
St. Vincent de Paul Food Pantry New Melle: Open 1st & 3rd 
Sat. 9-10:30 a.m. Volunteers meeting 1st & 3rd Mon., 6 p.m.
Trapshooting:  Daniel Boone Gun Club, Hwy. 94. Trapshooting 
First Friday, April & May, and July–October, 7 p.m., and meat 
shoot every 4th Sunday 12:30 p.m. 100 bird derbies in May and 
July. For more info call 636-987-2483. Everyone welcome.
Trapshooting: New Melle VFW, 555 Foristell Road. Every Tuesday 
Night, May through October 1. Second Sundays Nov.-Mar. 12 noon.
Card Shoots: New Melle VFW, 555 Foristell Road. 3rd Sunday 
of the month, 12 noon, Oct.–March. Hosted by Marine Corps 
League 1393.

*All information is subject to change without notice. 

February
7 Marthasville Community Club Fish and Chicken Dinner 

from 4 to 7 p.m., and Mar 7 & Apr 4. See pg. 5 & 10.
11 Live TILIW doors open at 6:00 p.m. With guest Ray 

Neuberger.  See pg. 9 and enclosed flyer. 
15 IHM New Melle Jubilee of Artists, see pg. 4 and flyer. 
15 String Quartet Sweethearts Dinner at the Harmonie Verein, 

doors open at 6 p.m. See pg. 9.
16 New Melle VFW Poker Night, sign-ups start at noon. See 

pg. 6 and enclosed flyer. 
22 New Melle K of C Horse Races at IHM Church, doors open 

at 5:30 p.m. See enclosed flyer and pg. 3. 
22 St. Ignatius of Loyola School Open House - see pg. 4 and 

ad on pg. 3.  
22 Augusta Ramble Concert Series at the Harmonie Verein 

with Ivas John at 7 p.m. See enclosed flyer and pg. 9. 
22 St. Paul’s UCC Defiance Annual Trivia Night. See pg. 2. 
23 St. Paul’s UCC Marthasville Sausage & Sauerkraut Dinner 

from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. See pg. 3. 

March
1 Bethel Hills Charity Cornhole Tournament see pg. 12. 
1 The Creative at Klondike Winter Art Carnival. See pg. 6.
1 Maple Sugar Festival at the Historic Daniel Boone Home, 

11 a.m. to 3 p.m. See pg. 2.  
4 Open Mic Night at Harmonie Verein with the Texas Giants, 

see pg. 9 and enclosed flyer.
7 St. Paul’s UCC Marthasville, World Day of Prayer at 2 p.m. 

See pg. 2. 
7 IHM Church New Melle Fish Fry from 4 to 7 p.m., March 

14, 21, 28, April 4 & 11. See pg. 10 and the enclosed flyer. 
7 St. Paul’s UCC Defiance Fish Fry from 5 to 7 p.m. See the 

enclosed flyer and pg. 10. 
8 New Melle Chamber of Commerce Spring Fling, doors 

open at 6 p.m. See pg. 4 and the enclosed flyer. 
9 Femme Osage UCC Sausage Dinner from 11:30 a.m. to 6 

p.m. See enclosed flyer. 
11 Live TILIW doors open at 6:00 p.m. Guest TBA.   
14 St. Ignatius Church Fish Fry at Community Center from 4 

to 7 p.m. See pg. 10 
15 Augusta Ramble Concert Series at the Harmonie Verein 

with Savana. See pg. 9 and flyer.  
15 Defiance St. Patrick’s Day Festival & Parade. See pg. 1 and 

the enclosed flyer. 
19 New Melle Community Blood Drive at New Melle VFW 

from 12 to 5 p.m. See pg. 2.
21 Christ Lutheran Church Fish Fry from 5 to 7:30 p.m. and 

April 4. See pg. 10 and the ad on pg. 5.  
28 Wentzville Community Historical Society Trivia Night at 

Wentzville Community Club, doors open at 6 p.m. See 
pg. 3 and the enclosed flyer. 

28 St. Vincent de Paul Fish Fry from 4 to 7 p.m. See pg. 10.

*All information is subject to change without notice.
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February Word Search - Quilting in the 19th Century

UNCLASSIFIED ADS

Prayer to St. Jude: May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be 
adored, glorified, loved and preserved throughout the 
world, now and forever. Sacred Heart of Jesus, Pray for 
us. St. Jude, Worker of Miracles, Pray for us. St. Jude, 
Helper of the Hopeless, Pray for us. Say this prayer 9 times 
a day for 9 days, then publish. Your prayers will be answered. 
It has never been known to fail. Thank you, St. Jude.  KMB
Musicians Needed - Local artist Karen Mary Becker is 
seeking fellow musicians to join her in performing at local 
venues. If you play an instrument and can sing (though 
not required), she wants to hear from you! Interested? 
Contact Karen Mary at 636-542-2317 or email 
karnmary52@gmail.com.

Learning to QUILT - Girls were taught the art of quilting, 
sewing, and needlework at an early age. As soon as they were 
old enough to cut the cloth into SQUARES and sew them 
together, they began to make quilts. 

The Quilting BEE - A 19th-century social event started 
and combined work with companionship, providing 
opportunities to relax and SOCIALIZE. This uniquely American 
tradition helped women complete quilts while exchanging 
news, RECIPES, and personal problems, thus promoting skill-
sharing and mutual support. 

COMMUNITY Events - Quilting bees took many forms, 
from an informal gathering of close relatives, friends and 

NEIGHBORS to large-scale affairs that involved much of the 
community, with refreshments and entertainment. Even the 
unskilled NEEDLEWOMAN was invited, as her COOKING 
talents might be used to prepare an end-of-day FEAST. 

Quilting and COURTING - Men were often included in the 
merrymaking that followed the COMPLETION of a quilting 
bee. Much courting occurred on these occasions. The quilting 
bee was a popular social event confirmed by countless 
references, diaries, PAINTINGS, verses, and SONGS. 

The Last STITCH - Quilting Bees became quite competitive, 
with all the young GIRLS trying to produce their best stitches. 
When only the last ROW of quilting remained, the married 
women stepped aside, leaving the girls to compete for the 
distinction of setting the LAST stitch, for it was believed that 
the winner would be the next to marry. 

Bride quilts - BRIDE quilts were often made at quilting 
bees. These quilts featured symbolic images representing 
LOVE, fidelity, and fertility. Steeped in sentimentality, they 
were often lovingly stored in CHESTS as an heirloom to be 
handed down from mother to daughter. More than personal 
treasures, they are documents that provide information such 
as MARRIAGE names and dates, emigration, population, and 
cultural heritage. 

A Bakers DOZEN - Tradition suggested that every young 
girl aspired to have 13 quilts – a “baker’s dozen” – for her 
dowry by the time she married. Special quilting bees would 
be held to finish all the quilts or just the special 13th and 
more ELABORATE bride’s quilt. 

The wave of immigration brought many ethnic PATTERNS, 
designs, and techniques. The IRISH Chain is evidence of the 
influx of Irish immigrants to America, beginning with the great 
Irish potato famine in the 1840s. Pennsylvania DUTCH quilt 
patterns were more whimsical, such as Bachelor’s Thumb, 
Lover’s Knot, SHOO Fly, and Princess Feather.

Information was found at lynchburg.edu, The Social History 
of Quilt Making in America.



 


