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72nd Annual New Melle Festival Queen Pageant
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On Friday night, the New Melle Festival Queen 
candidates were filled with excitement and community 
spirit as the 72nd New Melle Festival crowned its new 
queen, Miss Savannah Roberts. She was sponsored by 
DeWitt Insurance and was crowned alongside her two 
fellow candidates, each bringing unique qualities to 
the pageant. The judging criteria included community 
service, poise, ticket sales, responsibility, and responses 
to judges' questions. 

Savannah, the daughter of Beth and Wesley, plans 
to enroll in online classes at Francis Howell this fall, 
with the goal of graduating early. She plans to attend 
St. Charles Community College after graduating, with 
aspirations of becoming an ultrasound technician or 
specializing in medical coding and billing. She expressed 
her gratitude: "I am grateful for the encouragement of 
my friends, family, and community, as well as for my 
sponsor, DeWitt Insurance." For her achievement, 
Savannah was awarded a $750 scholarship to support 
her educational pursuits. 

Addison Ropp, sponsored by Nance’s Contracting, 
LLC, earned the title of 2025 First Alternate and a $150 

72nd New Melle Festival 
Highlights

New Melle Sports and Rec (NMSR) 
hosted its 72nd Annual New Melle Festival 
from June 5 to 7. Despite rainy weather, 
there was plenty to see and do. The theme 
this year was “Not All Heroes Wear Capes.”

Family Night kicked off the weekend 
with Agri-Land, sponsored by Straatmann 
Feed, where kids and adults could pet 
animals, including chicks, lambs, and 
donkeys. These animals were provided 
by Straatmann Feed and The Stull Farm 
in Foristell.

Immanuel Lutheran and 
St. Paul’s New Melle Join 
Together

St. Paul’s Lutheran in New Melle and 
Immanuel Lutheran in Wentzville have 
joined together to form a single ministry 
with two campuses. They want to assure 
everyone that St. Paul’s in New Melle 
will stay open, and their campus will 
continue to play a vital role in the 
community. With this merger, St. Paul’s 
will have the ability to grow and expand. 

Immanuel Lutheran, located at 632 
E Hwy N, is excited about the two 
congregations working together, keeping 
both campuses thriving parts of the 
community. To learn more, visit ilcsw.net.

In the August issue of the Boone 
Country Connection, we plan to feature 
a story about the merger and the great 
opportunities ahead for St. Paul’s New 
Melle Campus. 

Wentzville Rotary Club 
Honors Members

On Tuesday, June 17, the Wentzville 
Rotary honored its members who have 
long served as Rotarians. Several longtime 
members were recognized that night, but 
two individuals were also celebrated for 
their lifetime dedication to the Rotary. 

Mr. Tarlton “Jim” Pitman served as a 
Rotarian for 71 years before his passing 
on September 9, 2024. Jim Pitman was a 
community leader with a passion, always 
working to ensure the welfare of those 
around him through unwavering 
commitment.

William “Bill” Zollman III was the 
second honoree of the evening. Bill has 
served as a Rotarian for 54 years. He is 
still an active member of the Wentzville 
Rotary and has tirelessly served his 
community for over half a century. That 
is true dedication! Bill is also an active 
member of the New Melle Chamber of 

Continued on page 23
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The Boone Country Connection is 
a monthly newsletter serving 
southwestern St. Charles County 
(New Melle, Defiance, Augusta, 
Dutzow, Marthasville, etc.) It is 
available for free at area businesses 
and churches. Subscriptions are 
also available.

Please send information and photos 
about your special events, 
celebrations, new business, and 
human-interest stories that highlight 
local citizens or points of interest. 
Anniversary, Wedding, Birth and 
Engagement and announcements 
are also welcomed. Nonprofit 
organizations are invited to submit 
items for the community calendar, 
and receive a 15% advertising 
discount. 
Kathy@BooneCountryConnection.com

READ ONLINE AT
boonecountryconnection.com

While every effort is made to ensure accuracy, contents are not warranted. 
The articles and information contained herein are for general information 
on matters of interest only, and should not be substituted for, nor construed 
to supersede, advice of a professional or legal nature. In no event shall the 
author or publisher be liable to anyone for any for any decision made or 
action taken in reliance on the information contained in this publication, 
including advertising. Opinions expressed herein are not necessarily those 
of the editor, nor does the editor assume responsibility for accuracy. The 
editor reserves the right to accept, reject, edit or cancel any advertisement 
or article, at any time. Ads and articles may be edited for size/length, 
grammatical accuracy, and clarity. The publisher/editor is not responsible 
for any error or omission is limited to a refund of the cost of the ad (for up to 
3 months) to the advertiser. All items submitted must include contact name, 
address and phone number, and will be published on a space available basis 
and at the sole discretion of the editor. The publisher neither endorses nor 
recommends services or products advertised herein.

The Boone Country Connection
is published by

Direct Ads, 1122 S Point Prairie Rd
Wentzville, MO 63385

Kathy Miller, Editor
(636) 698-4682

Kathy@BooneCountryConnection.com
Floyd Miller, Graphic Design

(636) 698-4685
Floyd@BooneCountryConnection.com

Deadline for articles and 
advertisements:

Approximately the 17th of each month.
Please call for ad rates and to verify

deadlines.

Target Distribution Date:
First Friday of Each Month

(Subject to change without notice.)

About This Publication

Items are published at the sole 
discretion of the editor and on a 

space available basis.

Artisan Days This Summer At Daniel 
Boone Home July 10 & Aug 14

Tour the Historic 
Daniel Boone Home, 
1868 Hwy F, Defiance, 
free of charge on the 
second Thursday of 
the month this summer, through August. There are two 
remaining dates, July 10 and August 14. All ages are welcome 
to attend, and admission will be available on a first-come, 
first-served basis. 

Tours are an open-house format; guests are welcome to 
explore all levels of the house and speak with docents about 
the Boone family and the history of the Femme Osage Valley. 
Visitors will also be able to see a variety of traditional crafts 
in the village. Call the Boone Home for more information at 
636-798-2005.

New Melle Community Blood Drive 
July 9

The American Red Cross will hold a community blood 
drive at New Melle VFW, located at 555 Foristell Road, on 
Wednesday, July 9, from 12 to 5 p.m.  

Please call 1-800-REDCROSS (1-800-733-2767) or visit 
RedCrossBlood.org and enter: NewMelleCom to schedule an 
appointment. 

Thank you in advance for your donation.

St. Paul’s Lutheran Oktoberfest Oct. 5 
Save the Date! St. Paul's Lutheran in New Melle is excited 

to host their annual Oktoberfest on Sunday, October 5. Join 
St. Paul's for a lively afternoon in New Melle, located at 150 
Hwy D. Kids will have a blast with a bounce house, face 
painting, and dancing around the Bubble Bus. Visitors can 
enjoy live music, explore the Country Market, relax in the 
Beer Garden and much more. St. Paul’s promises you will 
leave full and happy after enjoying a delicious German Sausage 
Supper and baked goods! Check back in August for more details. 

St. John's U.C.C. Cappeln Dinner 
August 3

St. John's UCC, Cappeln, will hold its Annual Chicken and 
Beef Dinner on Sunday, August 3, from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. The 
meal can be enjoyed either dine-in or carry-out. The menu 
includes fried chicken, kettle-cooked beef, mashed potatoes 
and gravy, green beans, applesauce, corn relish, and dessert. 
In addition to the dinner, a Country Store Boutique will be 
held across from the dining hall. The boutique will feature 
handmade crafts, décor, baked goods, jams, jellies, relishes, 
produce, and more. The grand prize at the boutique will be 
a beautiful, hand-stitched quilt. St. John's Church is located 
at 60 St. Johannes Lane, Cappeln (Foristell), MO 63348, 2½ 
miles west of New Melle on Highway D. Phone: (636) 828-
5221. See the enclosed flyer for details.
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Tom Shaw Freedom Walk Oct. 12 
The Annual Tom Shaw Freedom Walk to End Alzheimer’s 

will take place on Sunday, October 12, at 10 a.m. The walk 
will start at Good News Brewery in Defiance. Pre-
registration costs $30, and day-of registration is 
$40.

If you'd like to help end Alzheimer’s, the 
Tom Shaw Foundation is looking for participants, 
sponsors, and vendors for this event. Together, 
we can work toward ending Alzheimer's. Use the 
QR code or visit tomshawfoundation.org to learn 
more about how you can help. 

Karaoke at New Melle VFW July 12
On Saturday, July 12, join the New Melle VFW Post 5651, 

555 Foristell Rd, for an evening with Mickey & Hollywood's 
Shoot 4 the Stars Karaoke from 6 to 10 p.m. This event is open 
to the public. Snacks are welcome, no outside drinks.

Femme Osage UCC Picnic August 17
Please join Femme Osage United Church of Christ, 4360 

Cappeln Osage Road, Augusta, for its Annual Church Picnic 
on August 17 from 11:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. They will be serving 
all-you-can-eat deep-fried chicken and kettle-cooked roast 
beef, along with sides, desserts, bread, and drinks. You can 
enjoy your meal in our air-conditioned hall, get carry-outs, 
or eat outside under the tent. Dinners cost $16 for adults, $8 
for children 6-12, and children under six eat for free. After your 
meal, enjoy a cold beverage from the Beer Garden while 
listening to The Texas Giants Band. 

As many of you know the bridge over Femme Osage Creek 
has collapsed. There is another entrance to the church grounds 
via a slab over the creek. Bad weather can delay or prevent 
crossing the creek via the slab. Please check our website, 
FemmeOsageUCC.org, or call 636-228-4586 (recorded message) 
for updates on the picnic's status. We hope to see you there!

NMCC & NMSR Golf Tournament 
September 5

The New Melle Chamber of Commerce (NMCC) and New 
Melle Sports and Rec (NMSR) are organizing a charity golf 
event on Friday, September 5, at the Golf Club of Wentzville. 
The event takes place from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. The registration 
fee includes golf cart rental, meal, beer, soda, water, 
opportunities to win prizes, support for two local groups, and 
a fun experience! Sponsorships are offered at several levels; 
visit newmellesportsandrec.com for details and deadlines.

The proceeds are split between NMSR and NMCC. The 
funds that NMSR receives are used for youth sports programs 
and other community events. The NMCC allocates its share 
to provide scholarships to local students annually. This 
tournament is open to everyone, and both organizations 
appreciate your support.  

For more details on registration, sponsorships, and 
additional information, please visit newmellesportsandrec.com.
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St. John’s UCC, Weldon Spring, BBQ 
July 19

On Saturday, July 19, St. John’s UCC in Weldon Spring is 
hosting its monthly Bar-B-Que Dinner. The dinners are held 
on the third Saturday of each month through September, 
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Dinners feature your choice of meat: 
pork steak, pulled pork, chicken, or bratwurst, along with 
two sides. Sandwich and hot dog options are also available. 

Meals can be enjoyed as dine-in or carryout. For your 
convenience call-ahead orders are accepted at 636-926-8995. 
For menu details, visit stjohnsweldonspring.com. 

St. Vincent de Paul Food Pantry July 
Update

The St. Vincent de Paul Food Pantry is located at Immaculate 
Heart of Mary Church in New Melle, 8 W Hwy. D. It is open on 
the first and third Saturdays of each month from 9 a.m. to 
10:30 a.m. for individuals in need of assistance. For help 
outside pantry hours, please leave a message on the pantry 
hotline at 636-398-5270, ext. 225.

The pantry is always in need of donations. Donations can 
be dropped off at the Immaculate Heart of Mary office, Monday 
through Thursday, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., or placed in the 
donation box outside the Food Pantry.

Currently, the pantry requests donations of breakfast 
cereal, sugar, Hamburger Helper, dryer sheets, and hand soap. 
Thank you in advance for your contributions! 

See page 8 for information on the Friends of the Poor 
Walk on September 27 and the enclosed flyer. 

VBS Programs for July 
July 7 - 11: St. Paul's UCC, 103 S 2nd St, Marthasville, 

will host Vacation Bible School from 9 a.m. to noon each day 
for children 3 years old through those who have completed 
5th grade. The theme is "Yee Haw Barnyard Roundup".  The 
cost is $10 per child. Participant forms can be found at 
stpaulsuccmo.org or in the church lobby. Forms may be filled 
out and submitted on the first day of VBS as well. All are 
welcome!

July 14 - 17: Shiloh United Methodist Church, 1515 
Hwy T, Foristell, will host a VBS from 6 to 8:15 p.m. each day 
and is open to all children ages 3 to 11 (summer before 6th 
grade.) The theme is “Road Trip: On The Road With God”. Join 
in a fun-filled adventure on the open road, taking all the kids 
(Travelers) on thrilling journeys to exciting destinations led 
by the Navigator and an adventurous pup, Scout. Through 
engaging stories from the Navigators' Guide (the Bible), 
Travelers will delve into timeless tales of faith from the Old 
and New Testaments. Enjoy crafts, snacks and games too! 
Registration is free,  myvbs.org/shilohvbs. Need further details? 
Contact Shelly Requat, VBS Director, at srequat@yahoo.com.

Senior Pastor, Reverend Jason Auringer, and the members 
of St. Paul’s in New Melle invite you to their Sunday service 
at 9:30 a.m. See the ad on page 9.

St. Paul's New Melle...from Page 1



Boone Country Connection | July 20255

The Creative at Klondike July Events
The Creative at 

Klondike, located inside 
Klondike Park, 4600 S 
Hwy 94, Augusta, is a 
Community Arts Center and gathering place where creativity 
and inspiration thrive. Mark your calendars for the upcoming 
events. 

The Creative at Klondike Camp and Gallery Store is open 
every Friday, Saturday and Sunday from 12 to 4 p.m. 

Creative Third Thursdays FREE EVENT: Come join us at 
The Creative on Thursday, July 17, for our next gathering of 
Community Creatives. Doors are open from 5:30 to 9 p.m. 
Come by when you can and bring a beverage of your choice 
with whatever you're working on for time spent creating with 
(new) friends in your community. Between projects? Come 
and hang out to see what others are doing. Need help with 
a project? One of us can help you out!

Summer Camp “The Nature of Art” for kids 2nd-6th 
grade (upcoming grades for 2025-26 school year.) Camp is 
held five days a week, Monday through Friday, from 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. The camp lasts four weeks, from June 16 to July 25. 
Classes are filling quickly. For details and registrations, visit 
thecreativeatklondike.org/kids-summer-camps.

Summer Camp Intensive Summer Clay Course for Kids 
in 6th to 12th grade. Four sessions, starting on June 23 and 
running through August 4. This course will include instruction 
and practice in hand-building and wheel-thrown ceramics. 
For more information and sign-up, visit 
thecreativeatklondike.org/summer-clay-intensive-2025.

Ranger Guided Hikes/Nature and Art Project - FREE 
EVENT. Saturday, July 12th, from 12 to 1 p.m., St. Charles 
County Park Rangers are ready to take you on a hiking 
experience you will not soon forget!  Hear about the park's 
history, plant and animal life, and learn fun nature facts during 
this hour-long hike through our scenic park.  Each hike is easy 
to moderate and is less than 2 miles in length. Meet at the 
Klondike Meeting Facility (The Creative at Klondike) at the 
front of the park. The hike will take place on both paved and 
natural surface trails and will conclude with related activities 
at The Creative. Pre-registration is required on the St. Charles 
County Parks Website. Free for All Ages!

"Five Women One Show"  - FREE EVENT. July 18 to 
September 6; Artist Reception: August 2, 6-8 p.m. Works by 
Teri Moore, Lisa Frick, Linda Sutterer, Beverly Ann Kriete 
Wells,  & Kaeko Maehata. A variety of fine art from a variety 
of fine women!  This exhibition will run the gamut from fine 
painting to wonderful glass work and then to that elusive-to-
define mixed media art. Come see what a handful of regional 
women artists have been up to. You will be amazed.

thecreativeatklondike.org/6women1show.
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Sign up for email Updates at 
www.boonecountryconnection.com

 to keep up with daily updates.
Like The Boone Country Connection on Facebook!

Welcome Pastor Amanda to Shiloh!
Rev. Amanda Gastreich joined 

Shiloh UMC on July 1, 2025. Originally 
from St. Louis, she has spent the past 
four years serving in Eldon, MO. She 
enjoys yoga and the water, and has built 
a collection of about 120 board games!
"I’m filled with hope and anticipation. I 
believe deeply in the power of 
community, in creating space for all 
people to experience God’s love, and in 
walking together through all the joys and 
challenges of life and faith. I look forward to hearing your 
stories, learning what makes Shiloh UMC special, and growing 
together in faith and mission."  - Pastor Amanda

You are invited to meet Pastor Amanda on July 20th during 
her welcome celebration, which will take place after the 
worship service at 10 a.m. Shiloh UMC is located at 1515 Hwy 
T, Foristell. To learn more about Shiloh UMC, visit shiloh-
methodist.com and see the ad on page 26. 

Family Fun Day Returns to Busch 
Shooting Range July 21

The Missouri Department of Conservation (MDC) invites 
kids of all ages and their families to Family Fun Day at the 
August A. Busch Shooting Range and Outdoor Education 
Center on Monday, July 21, from 3 to 7 p.m.

This free open-house event showcases a variety of outdoor 
activities suitable for all ages at the Busch Shooting Range, 
where visitors can come and go at their convenience during 
the event hours.

Participants can sample multiple educational stations, 
including an indoor nature center exhibit, a fun fishing game 
for the little ones, and even disc golf. Several stations will 
engage visitors with atlatl throwing (an ancient spear-throwing 
tool that predates the bow and arrow), and a chance to try 
out archery at the Busch Archery Range. The National Wild 
Turkey Federation and Delta Waterfowl will also be in 
attendance. Of course, there will also be opportunities for 
older kids to try out firearm sports, such as .22 rifle shooting 
and shotgun shooting. MDC will provide all firearms and 
ammunition, and normal range use fees will be waived for 
this event. 

Attendees won’t want to miss the free snow cones—perfect 
for cooling off on a summer afternoon. The August A. Busch 
Shooting Range and Outdoor Education Center is located at 
3550 Route D, approximately five miles west of Highway 94 
in Defiance.

In addition to hosting special events, the Busch Shooting 
Range offers year-round facilities, including rifle and pistol 
lanes that extend up to 100 yards, trap and skeet fields, a static 
archery range, and shotgun patterning boards. Regular use 
fees are $5 per hour and include paper targets and safety gear 
if needed. The Outdoor Education Center also offers regular 
classes in shooting sports, hunting, and outdoor skills.
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Please watch for farm traffic on area roads. 
Please be cautious, patient and courteous 
when sharing the road with our area farmers. 

Upcoming Events at The Harmonie
The Harmonie, located at 5333 Hackman Rd., Augusta, 

MO hosts various monthly activities featuring unforgettable 
performances in an intimate and historic setting. The following 
are some of the upcoming events. To purchase tickets or for 
more information, visit theharmonie.org.  

The Live “Tell It Like It Was” series is taking a break 
for the summer months and will return this fall.  

July 17: Tailgate Thursdays at The Harmonie at 6 p.m. 
Enjoy outdoor live music with the Texas Giants.

Tuesday, August 5, the Texas Giants will host a Free 
Open Mic Night at 5 p.m. The event is open to all artists and 
admission is free. Open Mic Night is held on the first Tuesday 
of each month.

Saturday, August 30, the Augusta Ramble Concert 
Series featuring The Blue Canyon Boys at 7 p.m. Tickets are 
$15. The Blue Canyon Boys is a premier bluegrass band from 
the Rocky Mountains.

Saturday, September 27, the Augusta Ramble Concert 
Series featuring Sweetie & The Toothaches at 7 p.m. Tickets 
are $15. This band celebrates 10 years as St. Louis’ premier 
jump blues band.

Saturday, October 18, the Augusta Ramble Concert 
Series featuring Jake's Leg at 7 p.m. Tickets are $20. Jake's 
Leg is a St. Louis-based band that has been playing and 
interpreting the music of the Grateful Dead for 49 years.

Live "Tell It Like It Was" Summer 
Update

The Augusta History Museum has decided to pause the 
Live “Tell It Like It Was” Series during the summer months. 
There are many activities, vacations, and family obligations 
during this time, and this will give our team and the locals a 
chance to rest. But don't worry, the interviews will resume 
in the fall. If you have missed any of the past interviews or 
want to read other TILIW stories, visit augustamomuseum.com 
and click on the “TILIW” tab. Stay cool out there, have fun 
this summer, and join us this fall! Stay tuned for updates.

CAC August Call for Art: 
Artistic Gems of MO

The Crossroads Arts Council (CAC) in Wentzville is calling 
all artists who would like to enter the August Gallery Show 
featuring our state's natural beauty and amazing places of 
interest. The gallery can accommodate 2D and 3D art pieces. 
Art show entries must be original and must not have been 
previously entered in a CAC judged show. All mediums are 
welcome. Details and the application are online at 
crossroadsartscouncil.org. 

The Crossroads Arts Council gallery is located at 310 West 
Pearce Blvd. (lower, back level), Wentzville, MO 63385. Stop 
by in August to see the exhibit of Missouri’s natural beauty.
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Thank You from the Dale Kolb 
Memorial Shoot
Submitted by John Lyons, St. Charles County 4-H Shooting 
Sports County Coordinator

On behalf of all 4-H youth in our county who will benefit 
from the 2025 Dale Kolb Memorial Trap Shoot, I would like 
to express my gratitude to everyone for their time and 
generosity. We raised over $6,000 to fund next year’s program, 
keeping costs low for our families, sending kids to state 
competitions, and providing scholarships for our graduates. 

First and foremost, thank you to the Daniel Boone Gun 
Club and the Kolb family. You have given our program a home. 
It’s amazing how much support you’ve shown these kids over 
the years. Many county programs aren’t as lucky as we are to 
have access to a facility like this. Secondly, thank you to 
everyone who made donations or sponsored a raffle basket, 
especially BMC Stone for donating and cooking all the food 
this year. We had a large turnout, and they kept everyone 
well-fed. Finally, thank you to everyone who participated in 
the shoot itself. Nearly 100 individuals competed across nine 
divisions. Big congratulations to the event champion, Morris 
Johnson, for his perfect 100! 

Thank you to the following sponsors! Bavarian Smoke 
House, Bayer Crop Science, BMC Stone, Bohrmann Family, 
Scott & Crystal Bollman, Boone Country Connection, the 
Bopp Family, Circle 6 Acres, Daniel Boone Gun Club, DCM 
Investments, Diamond Hauling, Easton Neumann, Fast Order 
Hats, Full Circle Reloading, Gateway Gun Club, Grace Hauling, 
Harvester 4-H Club, the Huffstutter Family, Wade Howell in 
memory of Don Howell, Joerling Bros Trucking, Mike Johnson, 
Karrenbrock Construction, Mary Keiser, Mike & Stacy Keiser, 
Betty Kolb, Kolb Grading, John & Katie Lyons, Mannino’s, 
Modakr Farm, the Matt Moreau Family, the Chris Paige Family, 
the Bob Peca Family, Porky Joerling Trucking, the Rehmeier 
Family, the Chris Schaefer Family, Short Stops, St. Peters 
Elevator & Co-op, St. Peters Garage, Spencer & Judy Stille, 
Straatmann’s Feed New Melle, Sugar Creek Winery & Defiance 
Distillery, Tuepker Bros Construction, and the Zumbehl Family.  

Congratulations winners: Champion - Morris Johnson; 
Class A - 1st Todd Greiwe, 2nd Todd Overstreet, 3rd Bob 
Lamping; Class B - 1st Jed Lamping, 2nd Mike Marshall, 3rd 
Zach Muschany; Class C - Doug Maschany, 2nd Keith Greiwe, 
3rd Ron Merc; Class D - 1st James Keiser, 2nd Cooper Kolb, 
3rd John Lyons; Novice - 1st Kabren Koelling, 2nd Kevin 
Blount, 3rd Tyler Goldkamp; Veterans -  1st Layton Muschany, 
2nd Steve Salvo, 3rd Gerry Wolf; Ladies - 1st Emily Taylor, 2nd 
Mary Keiser, 3rd Heidi Bohrmann; Juniors - 1st Braden Elbert, 
2nd Jake Wheadon, 3rd Easton Neumann; Sub-Juniors - 1st 
Lane Barron, 2nd Levi Eckhoff, 3rd Nash Barron. 
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Augusta Community Rallies for Area 
Food Pantries

The Food Drive 
Committee 
appreciates 
everyone's response 
to the annual Augusta 
Community Food 
Drive. Despite rising 
costs, we raised 
$1,900 and collected 
33 boxes of non-
perishable food to 
support the Augusta 
Community Outdoor 
Food Pantry, St. 
Vincent de Paul Pantry 
in New Melle, and The 
Southern Warren & St. 
Charles County Food 
Pantry in Marthasville.

The collection 
was sponsored by Ebenezer UCC, Immaculate Conception, 
Christ Lutheran, True Vine Fellowship, and the Mid-America 
Buddhist Association. Many thanks to the numerous businesses 
that allowed us to place collection boxes and cans. We also 
thank everyone who donated items, money, and time to make 
the Food Drive a huge success.
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Yoga Bliss Festival July 31 - Aug 3 
The 4th Annual 

Yoga Bliss Festival will 
take place from 
Thursday, July 31, to 
Sunday, August 3. This 
year’s mantra is “Deep 
Dive Into Inner Bliss.” 
Festival sessions will 
be held at The 
Harmonie, Oaks 
Crossing Conference 
Center, and Halcyon 
Spa, all located in 
Augusta and within 
walking distance. The 
Yoga Bliss Festival will 
feature 22 leaders and 
33 unique experiences, 
including yoga, sound 
healing, meditation, 
breath work, art 
drumming, and more. The festival allows you to craft your 
own personalized Yoga Bliss experience, choosing as many 
or as few options as you like. Lunch and dinner options will 
also be available. See the enclosed flyer for the Yoga Bliss 
Schedule and details. Creating blissful moments in our 
community is the goal of The Yoga Bliss Festival. Take time 
to connect, breathe, and immerse yourself in the magic of 
yoga. This isn't just a festival; it's a journey to finding your 
inner peace amidst the beauty of like-minded souls.

St. Vincent de Paul Friends Of The 
Poor Walk Sept.27

The annual St. Vincent de Paul Friends of the Poor Walk 
is set for Saturday, September 27, at Quail Ridge Park, 560 
Interstate Drive, Wentzville. The Immaculate Heart of Mary 
SVDP Food Pantry in New Melle is participating in the walk 
and needs your help. This is the food pantry’s only fundraiser, 
and the funds raised will help support local residents in need. 
They can assist with rent or mortgage payments, utility bills, 
food, shelter, car or home repairs, budgeting help, and more. 
Please consider supporting the SVDP Food Pantry by making 
a financial donation or sponsoring the walk. Sponsorships 
are $500 and include your logo on the back of the walk T-
shirts, as well as acknowledgment at the start of the walk. For 
details, call Ruth Neske at 314-650-5676. To donate or become 
a sponsor, please send contributions to St. Vincent de Paul, 
c/o Immaculate Heart of Mary, 8 W. Hwy. D, New Melle, MO 
63365. 

To join the walk on September 27, simply arrive at Quail 
Ridge Park, follow the signs, register (signature only), and 
participate. There’s no set fee for the walk; any donation or 
support is appreciated. Registration begins at 9 a.m., and the 
walk starts at 10 a.m. Enjoy a donut and coffee before the 
walk. All support is greatly appreciated, and no donation is 
too small. The SVDP food pantry’s goal is to help those 
experiencing temporary hardships and in need of a helping 
hand. If you have any questions or would like to volunteer at 
the SVDP food pantry, please contact Bob Brossette at 636-
312-4554. See the enclosed flyer for details.
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Peoples Savings Bank Of Rhineland 
Announces Acquisition Of farmbank
Expanding Market Reach and Customer Base

Hermann, Missouri, June 23, 2025, 
Peoples Savings Bank (PSB) of Rhineland, a 
leading provider of community-focused 
financial services, today announced a 
definitive agreement to acquire farmbank 
headquartered in Green City, MO, solidifying 
its position as a strong community bank in 
Missouri.

The transaction, expected to close in December 2025 
pending regulatory approval, will bring Peoples Savings Bank’s 
number of branches to 15, with over $750 million in assets 
under the PSB brand. These two institutions share values, 
local focus, strong customer relationships, and a dedication 
to supporting small businesses and families. “farmbank has 
a strong reputation and loyal customer base”, said Mark Laune, 
CEO of PSB. “This acquisition is about Main Street and aligns 
with our strategic vision and strengthens our ability to serve 
communities across Missouri.”

Customers of both banks will benefit from a broader range 
of products, expanded digital capabilities, continued 
personalized service and expanded lending capacity. PSB 
plans a smooth integration, with no immediate changes to 
customer accounts or branch access.

“Joining Peoples Savings Bank allows us to offer our 
customers more while maintaining the local relationships 
that matter the most. This is a win for our customers, employees 
and the communities we serve,” said Brad Doran, CEO of 
farmbank.

The combined institution will cover east central and 
northern Missouri with the combined 15 locations.  

PSB is celebrating 90 years of continued banking services, 
which started in Rhineland, Missouri, in 1935 and currently 
has branches in Montgomery, Gasconade, Franklin, Pike, 
Lincoln, and St. Charles counties.

farmbank is headquartered in Green City with branches 
in Milan and Kirksville, MO.  Serving Adair and Sullivan Counties. 
farmbank was founded in 1943 originally as Farmers Bank of 
Green City.   

Stinson LLP is the legal advisor to farmbank and Sandberg 
Phoenix is the legal advisor to Peoples Savings Bank in this 
transaction.
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TILIW – Bernard Marstall’s headstone 
in Dutzow
The following interview was submitted by PaulO (Paul Ovaitt) 
as part of his "Tell It Like It Was" (TILIW) series. Paul, a resident 
of Augusta, shares his interviews of other local residents through 
this series. 

Gentle readers, in 1966, a young art student at Webster 
College was assigned the task of rubbing gravestones. According 
to the student, Bob Marstall, 
“Maybe it’s still done. It was a 
thing, particularly for art 
students.” (www.marstallstudi
o.com) In his search for 
interesting markers, Bob 
Marstall found himself in a 
place he had never been to…
Dutzow, MO. He was at the 
hillside cemetery of St. 
Vincent de Paul Church, 
where the art student came 
upon a grave inscribed with 
his name: B. Marstall. The 
marker of Bernard Marstall, an 
early ancestor of Bob Marstall, the artist.

Fast-forward to Sunday, May 18, 2025, when approximately 
60 descendants of Bernard Marstall gathered in the beautiful 
St. Vincent Cemetery on a gorgeous day. They were assembled 
to celebrate and bless the new grave marker, which the family 
had commissioned by donating money to replace the old, 
broken stone. I think they were also there to have fun and 
enjoy each other’s company. This clan seemed to really click 
together, from the young to the old. 

After the ceremony, they all migrated to Blumenhof Winery 
to visit.  

I attended this event with Angela Stephens, president of 
Friends of Historic Augusta. (She is also the host of the Live 
TILIW interviews.) Angela was invited by Augusta resident Dan 
Mudd, who asked her to document this ceremony. Dan, his 
wife Lisa, and Dan’s sister Kelly were in attendance. They are 
the nephew and niece of the gentleman who organized the 
reunion, Tom Marstall. 

Tom read the following at the ceremony. Tom’s grandfather 
wrote in 1929, on his 50th 
birthday, and recorded some 
family history. These are his 
very words:

“This journal is intended 
for the reference and the 
education of our children…to 
acquaint my children and 
grandchildren with events as 
they occurred in 1848 and 
1849.”

Now, gentle readers, let 
me cut in. Tom’s grandfather 
(whose name was also 
Bernard) relates the history 

of his grandfather, Bernard, who was born in Hanover, Germany, 
in 1817. He immigrated to the United States around 1835. 
Bernard and his wife Catherine were living in St. Louis. They 
have a son, John Gerhard Marstall, who, in 1849, is one year 
old as the cholera epidemic is breaking out. Bernard decides 
to leave the city and head for the country to avoid the epidemic. 
Good plan, I guess.

Bernard and his friend Bernard Schmucker (who lost his 

Father Dennis Doyle blessing the 
new monument as Angela 
Stephens videos the scene.

The new headstone dedicated in 
May and the old headstone from 
1850s.

Contenued on Page 13
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wife to cholera) head out to the Dutzow area, where Schmucker’s 
father, Heinrich, lives. Bernard M. is in a buggy with his wife 
and child and sees a pretty bird which he decides to shoot, 
but when he reaches for his gun, it accidentally discharges, 
and the shot strikes him under the arm. He lived for a day or 
two until he bled to death. He was buried at St. Vincent Catholic 
Church, which was a log cabin. So, mother and child head 
back to STL. Eventually, Bernard’s wife, Catherine, marries 
Bernard Schmucker. But the child, John Gerhard Marstall, 
maintains the Marstall name, and who knew, his descendants 
would gather someday in Dutzow to honor Bernard and give 
him a new tombstone.  

How many people even know the names of their great, 
great-grandparents? And for some of the young people in 
attendance at the St. Vincent event…this could be their great, 
great, great-grandfather or more! Who does that?

I spoke with Tom on the phone on May 21, 2025, and the 
following is a summary of our conversation, along with 
information documented through emails and texts. (Anything 
in parentheses is my addition.)

paulO: It was a pleasure to meet you…and witness your 
family event at the church cemetery. Later…I reflected on 
what a pleasant, civilized clan you have.

Tom Marstall: Thank you for your interest in our family 
gathering, although that may be the first time anyone has 
called us civilized… It was a wonderful day, and we had, by 
my count, 60 cousins attending.

pO: The Bob Marstall who discovered the original stone, 
is he a cousin?

TM: He’s my big brother. I’m the youngest of seven; 5 boys 
and two girls. Bob was the 3rd youngest.

pO: In the material you read at the cemetery, you mentioned 
that there were 3 people…

TM: My mom, Ethel Marstall, my wife, Lynne, and I were 
the three that went up…we kind of had to wander around a 
little. I think Bob had taken my mom there once…but we had 
to look around and find the stone again. (This was October 
1982.)

pO: Did you already know this area?
TM: We had been there before, just in the Augusta area…

before it became really popular. We took drives out there. 
But it wasn’t until 1982 that I wanted to find that headstone.

pO: Do you still occasionally come out?
TM: Yeah. Usually at least once or twice a year. Whenever 

we’d go out there, we’d stop and see (great, great) grandpa’s 
grave. I took pictures…all through the different stages…when 
we first saw it, it was up…and there’s a verse at the bottom…
in German. And my wife took German in high school, and we 
have translated some of that. I’d have to send it to you later. 
She feels that’s important to the story. It’s very poignant to 
the story where it says when once the grave is revealed again 
to us, he is among us again.

TM: In 1849, she (the widow, Catherine) paid to have that 
put on the stone, so she must have felt it was important. The 
bottom part of it was not readable, so I (instead) made up the 
verse – In remembrance of his short life and in gratitude for 
the hundreds of his descendants. 2024 …because all of us 
were pitching in together to pay for the (new) stone. Ruhel 
in Frieden, Herr Marstall. The new marker was created and 
installed by the Washington Monument Company.

pO: In this process, did you get to know Mark Blumenberg, 
the owner of Blumenhof Winery?

TM: No, the winery came into it in the last couple of years…
this good friend of mine, Ken Hawkins, started doing a lot of 
research on ancestry.com, and he found a bunch of documents…

he found a land purchase in 1850 by Heinrich Schmucker…he 
purchased that 68 acres of land that encompasses the now 
Blumenhof Winery and most of the city of Dutzow. (Seems 
like more than 68 acres to my untrained eyes.)

TM: He also found a census from 1840, which showed 
that Heinrich Schmucker was a resident of Warren County. 
So, with those two documents, it made sense that that’s 
where they were going. And it wasn’t until a couple of weeks 
ago that my cousin found a document that was Bernard 
Marstall’s (buried at St. Vincent) last will and testament. He 
signed it with XXX, and that has Heinrich Schmucker’s signature 
as a witness, as well as Herman Dieckhaus and Heinrich 
Dieckhaus as witnesses. That kind of connected it all together.

pO: Does Mark Blumenberg know all this?
TM: I have never met him; I told the story to several of the 

people who work there.
pO: Who came the farthest distance to the reunion?
TM: My cousin’s children came from Sioux City, Iowa. Well, 

you know what? My brother Bob came from Northampton, 
MA. He was the one who originally found the stone

Gentle readers, again, I have brought you another curious 
story told in my rambling style. It’s just the way I’m built. For 
those of you who eschew the written word and comprehend 
more through audio and visual means, may I suggest watching 
the video recording of the Marstall event, which was recorded 
by our fearless Friends of Historic Augusta leader, Angela 
Stephens. Here’s a link: youtube.com/watch?v=cBWZx1lBXL4.

If you would like to read Tom Marstall’s entire speech 
from May 18, visit BooneCountryConnection.com and click 
on the “TILIW” and click on this story. 

To read more of Paul’s written interviews or if you would 
like to watch Angela Stephens' Live TILIW series, visit 
AugustaMoMuseum.com and click on the "TILIW" tab. 

TILIW...from Page 12
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St. Charles County Police highlighted their Aerial Intelligence 
Unit, Forensics team, and SWAT team through interactive 
displays for visitors. They also landed their helicopter on the 
field. Additionally, the St. Charles County Ambulance District 
and New Melle Fire Protection District showcased their vehicles.

Children enjoyed free face painting, balloon animals, and 
a magic show on the main stage. The carnival rides were busy. 
The weather was pleasant, and the rain took a break for a 
few hours. The evening also featured the crowning of Little 
Miss and Mister, a contest hosted by the New Melle Festival 
Queen Candidates, with winners Little Miss Olivia Lococo and 
Little Mister Greyson King (see pg 6.)

On Friday night, the festival featured the crowning of the 
Festival Queen, Savannah Roberts (see page 1), as well as the 
Annual Cornhole Tournament, organized by Dardenne Prairie 
Cornhole. Winners included: “A” Bracket—1st place, Jack 
Davis and Fred Boyd; 2nd place, Dylan Bunch and Smokey 
Branch. “B” Bracket—1st place, Brian Rhyneer and Travis 
Jeffries; 2nd place, Cindy Stoneking and Steven Stoneking. 
Congratulations to all the winners! (See pg. 15 for pictures.)

On Saturday afternoon, during a light drizzle, the “Not 
All Heroes Wear Capes” parade—sponsored by the New Melle 
Chamber of Commerce featured over 30 entries made its way 
through town as spectators cheered. The winners were: 1st 
place, St. Paul’s Lutheran, New Melle; 2nd place, Karrenbrock 
Construction; and 3rd place, Heartland Homes. Each float 
depicted various “heroes” of all kinds (see page 16). Following 
the parade, the Annual Baby Contest was held in the hall, 
with 17-month-old Luke Brittingham named the overall 
winner. Thanks to all participants and The New Melle Baking 
Company for sponsoring the contest. (See pg 17.) The live 
music scheduled for Saturday night was canceled due to 
heavy rain and storms in the area.  

NMSR has organized this festival for the past 72 years to 
raise funds for area youth with opportunities to participate 
in athletic activities and competitions, while developing good 
sportsmanship, leadership, and self-esteem. NMSR is dedicated 
to giving area youth the tools and space to build friendships, 
engage in positive social interactions, and learn the value of 
teamwork. The skills and confidence gained through these 
programs have a significant impact on children’s lives from 
a young age into adulthood. NMSR has a long-standing 
presence in the community, with many coaches and volunteers 
who began their involvement as young children. The 
organization relies on 
volunteers, donations, 
sponsors, and proceeds 
from the Festival and other 
events to bring affordable 
programs to the heart of 
the community. Thank you 
to everyone who 
supported NMSR and to all 
the volunteers who make 
the Festival possible each 
year! To learn more, visit 
newmellesportsandrec.co
m. It is important to note 
that the City of New Melle 
is not involved in nor 
profits from the Festival. It 
is organized annually by 
the many dedicated 
volunteers at NMSR.

Festival Highlights...from Page 1

The magic show on the main stage during Family Night. 

Members of the Aerial Intelligence Unit with the St. Charles 
County Police. 

Kyle Ziecher with Brooke petting the sheep at Agri-Land. 

Savannah visits with the baby lamb.

River holding one of the chicks from 
Straatmann Feed’s Agri-Land.
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scholarship. Addison 
is the daughter of 
Melissa and Richard, 
and she is preparing 
for her senior year at 
Francis Howell High 
School. 

The third 
candidate, Morgan 
Molitor, sponsored by 
Tuepker Brothers 
Construction, LTD., 
was crowned 2025 
Miss Congeniality. 
Morgan is the 
daughter of Larry and 
Amy. 

The ceremony was hosted by Trista Smith, the 2024 First 
Alternate. The flag was carried by Bailey Burbes, the 2024 
Miss Congeniality. The crowns were presented by Little Miss 
Olivia Lococo, with the 2024 Retiring Queen, Katie Thwing.  

During her reign, Katie engaged with the community, 
organizing events that brought joy to many, including a 
touching "Storytime With The Princesses" at Our Lady’s Inn. 
She was present at the ribbon-cutting of the new PSB bank 
in New Melle, dressed as the Easter Bunny during the New 
Melle Chamber of Commerce Community Easter Egg Hunt, 
and attended events hosted by her sponsor, Aisling Med Spa, 
in New Melle. Katie, who plans to major in Business Management 
and Leadership at the University of Kansas, leaves a legacy 
of service and dedication, embodying the festival's spirit. 

This year's event was made possible by the hard work of 
many, including Paul Mittler and his team for lighting, stage 
decor by Pomp Events & Rentals, and support from various 
local partners, ensuring a memorable evening. Special 
acknowledgment goes to Jenna Murphy for her dedicated 
efforts, which have provided these candidates with the 
opportunity to succeed, contribute to their community, and 
earn money for their education. The New Melle Festival Queen 
candidate program remains a treasured tradition, uniting 
families and friends, showcasing talents, and nurturing future 
leaders.

Festival Queen Pageant...from Page 1

Amelia DeMay is checking out the Forensics Unit display.

2nd place B Bracket - Cindy 
Stoneking & Steven Stoneking

1st place B Bracket - Brian 
Rhyneer and Travis Jefferies

2nd place A Bracket - Dylan 
Bunch and Smokey Branch

1st place A Bracket - Jack David 
and Fred Boyd

More Festival Highlights

2025 Cornhole Winners

Savannah Roberts with her father, 
Wesley. 

 (L-R) 2025 Miss Congeniality - Morgan Molitor, New Melle Festival 
Queen - Savannah Roberts, 1st Runner-Up - Addison Ropp, 
Retiring Queen - Katie Thwing, and up front the Little Miss 
winner, Olivia Lococo. 
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The 2025 New Melle 
Festival Queen Candidates, 
Savannah Roberts, Morgan 
Molitor, and Addison Ropp, 
hosted the 6th Annual Little 
Miss and Mister Contest 
during Family Night of the 
Festival. The event was 
sponsored by the New Melle 
Baking Company. The 
pageant was emceed by the 
2024 New Melle Festival 
Queen, Katie Thwing, and 
featured six Little Misses and 
one Little Mister competing 
for this year’s crowns. The 
2025 winners were Little 
Miss Olivia Lococo and 
Little Mister Greyson King. 
They participated in the New Melle Festival Parade held on Saturday. Thank you to everyone who entered and supported 
this year’s candidates. Special thanks to Pomp Event and Rentals for providing the amazing stage and backdrop for the event. 

2025 New Melle Festival 6th Annual Little Miss & Mister Contest Winners

(L-R) This year's candidates Age 3 - Little Mister Greyson King*, Age 6 - Wynnie Pinkley, Age 3 - Eleanor 
Bruns*, Age 6 - Isabella Zewki, Age 6 - Little Miss Olivia Lococo*, Age 6 - Amelia DeMay and Age 4 - 
Eva Knipe*. *Age group winner. 

72nd New Melle Festival Parade  
On Saturday, June 7, the New Melle Chamber of Commerce 

hosted the 72nd Annual New Melle Festival Parade. It was a 
rainy afternoon, but despite the rain, the community rallied 
for a “Not All Heroes Wear Capes” themed parade. 

The New Melle VFW Post 5651 led the parade of over 30 
entries through the streets of New Melle. The Grand Marshall 
was Chief Dan Casey of the New Melle Fire Protection District, 
followed by all the other “Not All Heroes Wear Capes” entries.  

The winning entries of the parade were as follows: 1st 
place, St. Paul’s Lutheran, New Melle; 2nd Place, Karrenbrock 
Construction; and 3rd place, Heartland Homes. 

A huge thanks to the New Melle Chamber of Commerce 
for hosting the parade. Thanks to the entries and the crowd 
that came out to watch the parade in the rain. 

1st Place Winner - St. Paul's Lutheran

2nd Place Winner - Karrenbrock Construction

3rd Place Winner - Heartland Homes

Mike Colbert of the NMFPD was a big hit with the parade crowd.

The parade Grand Marshall, NMFPD Chief Dan Casey.

Continued on Page 17
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2025 Annual New Melle Festival Baby 
Contest

(L-R) Charlie Wynn holding Baby Chuck, 2025 New Melle Queen 
- Savannah Roberts, Tara Brittingham holding overall winner 
Luke, 2025 New Melle Queen 1st Alternate - Addison Ropp, 2025 
New Melle Festival Miss Congeniality - Morgan Molitor holding 
Hazel, Jenna Huddleston Hazel's mom, and Jessica Knipe 
holding Barrett.

On Saturday, June 7, the New Melle Festival hosted the 
annual Baby Contest, sponsored by the New Melle Baking 
Company. The event was emceed by Julie Lassiter, co-owner 
of the bakery, with the help of the 2025 New Melle Queen 
candidates and the anonymous judges.

The overall winner of the 2025 Baby Contest was 17-
month-old Luke Brittingham. The family won a gift card to 
the New Melle Baking Company, and all the candidates were 
invited to stop by the bakery for a treat!!

The winner in each category was 0–6 months - Hazel 
Huddleston, parents Austin and Jenna; 7–12 months, Barrett 
Knipe, parents Zach and Jessica; 13 -17 months, Luke 
Brittingham, parents Kyle and Tara; 18 - 24 months, Charlie 
(Baby Chuck), parent Charlie Wynn.

Thanks to Pomp Events and Rentals for the incredible 
backdrop, and a special thank you to everyone who entered 
the contest this year, helping to keep this long-running tradition 
a part of the New Melle Festival. 

Festival Parade...from Page 16
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The Bethel Hills 
Community in 
Dutzow celebrated on 
Sunday, June 22, with 
an open house to 
showcase the many 
blessings the 
community has 
received. A ribbon-
cutting ceremony was 
held in the gym (due 
to the extreme heat) 
for the new chicken 
house, garden, and 
an aquaponics, 
greenhouse. All made 
possible by a $50,000 
grant through the 
Kubota Hometown 
Proud program and 
Olive Branch 
Aquaponics from 
Oklahoma.  

Each year, Kubota 
sponsors a “Hometown Proud” grant, and after two rounds 
of voting, Bethel Hills was one of ten winners of a $50,000 
agricultural grant.  The funds were used to build a chicken 
house, an aquaponics greenhouse, and a community garden 
area. 

The greenhouse and aquaponics system were installed 
by Olive Branch for $15,000 less than its actual cost. This will 
provide a sustainable food production system that utilizes 

Bethel Hills Ribbon Cutting Celebrates Agricultural Grant
aquaponics, which 
relies on fish waste 
to nourish the 
plants. The 
aquaponics method 
involves no soil and 
supports a balanced 
ecosystem. Tilapia 
will be used to 
sustain the system, 
providing nutrients 
for the crops. The 
greenhouse will 
cultivate a variety of 
plants, including 
lettuce, kale, 

spinach, and 
tomatoes, some of 
which will be 
transplanted to a 
community garden. 
The chicken house 
currently houses 28 

chickens and is expanding. They are expecting the chickens 
to start laying eggs in about a month. These initiatives aim to 
help feed the community, with residents actively participating 
in the project.

The Bethel Hills Community was founded in March 2021 
when it purchased a 128-acre parcel entirely funded by 
donations. The property already had water and sewer systems, 
along with three residential buildings, a chapel, a gym, and 
an event center. In July 2024, all of these structures had been 
renovated and fully occupied. The 23 residents of the faith-
based Bethel Hills Community, including adults with and 
without disabilities, live life to the fullest through opportunities 
to live, learn, and worship together. This entire project was 
made possible through the blessings of donations, including 
financial support, time, and materials. After the renovations, 
the community remains debt-free. They are forever grateful 
for the gifts they were blessed with to make this dream possible. 

The next step for the Bethel Hills community is to begin 
construction on new housing for additional residents. They 
are currently working through the process of changing the 
zoning from agricultural to residential to move forward. 
Currently, they do not have the funds for future housing, but 
they have faith that it will be there when they need it. To learn 
more about the Bethel Hills Community and how you can 
help, please visit https://www.bethelhills.org.

New greenhouse

Inside new greenhouse.

New chicken house.
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Conservation Corner July: Pollinator, 
Predator, Parent, Prey
By Dan Zarlenga, Missouri Department of Conservation

A cicada killer wasp can play 
quite a variety of roles. Parent, 
architect, hunter, killer, provider, 
pollinator, and ultimately, perhaps 
even victim.

Eastern cicada killer wasps are 
recognized by their large size, up to 
1.5 inches long, along with their 
red-tinted wings and sharp black 
and yellow markings. There’s no mistaking these insects for 
anything other than wasps. They live throughout Missouri, 
but as intimidating as their size may seem, cicada killer wasps 
pose no threat to humans. Unlike social wasps, such as yellow 
jackets, which fiercely defend their nests and can attack 
humans, cicada killers are a solitary species with no such 
aggressive instincts.

The males do fly and hover around the nests of favorite 
females to protect their territories. They may crash their 
bodies into other interloping insects. Humans, however, they 
avoid.

The female is the one who earns this species its name. 
The story starts with the mother cicada killer wasp 
demonstrating her amazing architectural skills. She locates 
well-drained, fine-textured soil, where she begins digging a 
burrow. From here, she excavates a tunnel 12–18 inches long 
and 6–10 inches below the surface. Off this main tunnel, the 
mother constructs four or five cells that will become her 

nursery. Depending on the number of secondary tunnels and 
cells she creates, the female cicada killer can raise up to 16 
larvae.

Now comes the cicada-killing part! As the dog day cicadas 
emerge in July and August, the female cicada killer begins 
cruising the brush for victims. When she finds a plump, hapless 
cicada that she judges to be the ideal “baby food”, she attacks! 
With a swift move, the cicada killer stings and paralyzes her 
victim into submission. The mighty mom then single-handedly 
drags the cicada, massive from her perspective, away all by 
herself.

Into the burrow they go, and she places her quarry into 
one of the cells she’s made. Next, the wasp lays an egg right 
on the living but paralyzed cicada, and she seals the chamber off.

In a couple of days, that egg hatches and the hungry larva 
emerges, only to dig into the helpless cicada’s body and 
consume the victim alive from the inside out. This grisly form 
of nourishment sustains the larva in its protective cell through 
winter. It will emerge the following July as an adult.

As adults, cicada killer wasps feed on flower nectar, and 
in the process of going from plant to plant, they become 
important pollinators. And in victimizing annual cicadas to 
feed their young, the females help keep the cicada populations 
in check. Their tunneling even aerates the soil.

But true to nature’s balance, all is not flowers and nectar 
for cicada killer wasps. They are preyed on by another wasp 
called the velvet ant. Female velvet ant wasps sneak into the 
cicada killer wasp tunnels and lay eggs in a nest cell. They 
eventually hatch and munch down on the developing cicada 
killers inside.

From parent to pollinator, predator to prey. The cicada 
killer wasp plays all these parts and embodies the complexity 
of nature’s web—each role vital, each part connected.
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Jeffrey Martin Obituary

Jeffrey Martin of New Melle, Missouri, 
passed away on June 10, 2025, at the age of 
67. He is survived by his three children, 
Amy (Larry) Molitor of Wright City; Alicia 
(Sean Marre) Martin of New Melle; Allison 
Martin of La Crescent, MN; sister, Nancy 
(Ron) Barry of Sammamish, WA; two 
brothers, Ronnie Martin of Parsons, TN and 
Kenny (Debbie) Martin of Parsons, TN; 
grandchildren, Maggie Molitor, Morgan 
Molitor, Clara Princivalli, Charles Princivalli, 
Caiden Princivalli, Cian Marre, Emree 
Carlson, and Eden Carlson. He was 
preceded in death by his father, Jesse Martin; his mother, 
Ruth Martin (née Channell); and his brother, Danny Martin.  

Jeffrey was born on October 3, 1957, and grew up in Lake 
Sherwood. Jeffrey graduated from Washington High School 
in 1975 and went on to pursue various careers. In his early 
years, Jeff worked as a cook and a technician at General X-
ray. He later established his own businesses, Bi State Silver 
Recovery and Jeff's Lawn Care and Snow Removal, which he 
successfully ran for over 20 years. Most recently, he retired 
in 2020 after serving 15 years as a supervisor at G&A 
Environmental Operations. 

Jeff was known for his calm demeanor, kind spirit and 
love for the outdoors. He enjoyed playing baseball, watching 
sports, fishing, boating, gardening, mushroom hunting and 
deer hunting. His other hobbies extended to playing poker 
and pool, camping, and four-wheeling trips. He would most 
recently be found riding side by sides with his grandchildren 
and attending NASCAR races. Music was a constant in Jeff's 
life, and you would be lucky to get a dance with him on the 
dance floor. A devoted dog lover, he had a special fondness 
for German Shepherds and Dachshunds. His friends and 
family knew him as an expert mechanic, always tinkering 
with various projects and extending a helping hand to those 
around him. He was especially proud of his three daughters 
and worked hard to support them. Jeffrey will be greatly 
missed by all who knew and loved him.

Visitation: Saturday, July 12, 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. at St. 
John's UCC, 60 St Johannes, Cappeln, MO 63365.

Funeral Service: Saturday, July 12, at 12 p.m. at St. John's 
UCC, Cappeln, MO 63365.

Interment: St. John's UCC-Cappeln following the service. 
Memorials: No Time To Spare Animal Rescue & Sanctuary, 

(nttsars.com), 27933 Pendleton Lost Creek Rd, Warrenton, 
MO 63383.

The family is being served by Pitman Funeral Home in 
Wentzville. 

Della Elaine Gravemann

Della Elaine Gravemann of Defiance, 
MO, passed away on June 18, 2025, at the 
age of 96. She is survived by her son, Mark 
(Kellie) Gravemann; sister, Mary Ohlemeyer; 
grandson, Michael (Tania) Pennock; and 
four great-grandchildren, Christian (Bekah), 
Amber, Haleigh, and Faith Pennock. She 
was preceded in death by her father, Omar 
M. Cork; her mother, Bonnie A. (McCormick) 
Cork; her husband, Glennon W Gravemann; 
her brothers, Rae, Wayne, Donald, Morgan, 
Warren, and David Cork; and her sister, Leola Bruening.  

She enjoyed working on crossword and jigsaw puzzles 
and cherished time spent with family, creating lasting memories 
filled with love and laughter.

Visitation: Sunday, June 22, from 1 to 3 p.m. at Pitman 
Funeral Home, 1545 Wentzville Parkway, Wentzville, MO 63385. 

Funeral Service: Sunday, June 22, at 3 p.m. at Pitman 
Funeral Home, Wentzville.     

Memorials: Donations may be made to a local humane 
society of your choice in Della's honor.

Dr. Gregg Dickey  

Dr. Gregg Dickey of Fairfield, Illinois, 
passed away on June 12, 2025, at the age of 
86. He is survived by his beloved wife Ann 
Dickey (née Pinson) of Fairfield, Illinois; 
son, John (Teri) Dickey of Lake Saint Louis, 
MO; son, Michael Dickey of Marshall, VA; 
sister, Amy (Leroy) Sims of Dallas, TX; 
grandchildren, Heather (Lacey), Matt 
(Brittany), Ashlyn, Emily (Tannor); son-in-
law, Jeff Fisher of Evansville, IN. He was 
preceded in death by his father, Edgar 
Barnes Dickey; his mother, Mary Isabelle Dickey (née Campbell); 
and his dear daughter, Lisa Fisher. 

Dr. Gregg Dickey served the community of Fairfield, Illinois, 
as an optometrist and proudly served in the United States 
Army, where his dedication and commitment to his country 
were evident. Gregg and Ann enjoyed 60 years of marriage, 
and together they were blessed with three wonderful children: 
John, Michael, and Lisa. A devoted member of Cornerstone 
Community Church, Dr. Dickey was known for his warm spirit 
and welcoming nature. He had a passion for life, finding joy 
in playing golf and tennis, and he embraced traveling to new 
places. Holidays were a special time for him, filled with 
laughter and cherished family gatherings that created lasting 
memories. Dr. Dickey loved his career and dedicated himself 
to serving the community, leaving a lasting impact on many 
lives. He had a remarkable ability to connect with everyone 
he met, never encountering a stranger. His genuine warmth 
and kindness will be deeply missed by all who knew and 
loved him.

Celebration of Life: Saturday, June 28, from 3 to 5 p.m. 
at the Fellowship Hall at Cornerstone Community Church

109 S. 1st St., Fairfield, IL 62837.
Memorials: Alzheimer's Association or Cornerstone 

Community Church in Fairfield, IL., in care of Pitman Funeral 
Home, 1545 Wentzville Parkway, Wentzville, Missouri 63385. 

The family is being served by Pitman Funeral Home in 
Wentzville.
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Robert Mittler

Robert Joseph Mittler passed away on 
May 30, 2025, at the age of 70. He was born 
on October 18, 1954, to the late Arthur and 
Theresa Mittler, née Willen.

Bob attended St. Mary's Grade School 
and graduated from Pattonville High 
School. He was a retired member of the 
Carpenter Union in St. Louis, MO, and later 
in life worked as an Independent 
Catastrophe Adjuster. A talented custom 
finish carpenter, he loved sports, enjoyed 
the outdoors, and had a witty sense of humor. Robert will be 
greatly missed by many.

He is survived by his son, Benjamin Mittler; granddaughter, 
Charlie Mittler; two sisters, Bonnie (Michael) Melvin and Betty 
(Ken) Barlow; and brother, Arthur Mittler. He was preceded 
in death by his parents and sister, Barbara Mittler.

A celebration of life service will be held at a later date.

Lucille Muenz

Lucille M. Muenz née Snyder of Wright 
City, passed away on June 20, 2025, at the age 
of 94. Fortified with the Sacraments of the 
Holy Catholic Church, Lucille was born April 
18, 1931, in Catawissa, MO to the late Walter 
and Agnes Snyder née Rodemacher.

Lucille graduated from Pacific High 
School and went to work at the Sears 
Department Stores for many years. As a young 
adult, Lucille played softball for Meri-Mac's 
softball team as a catcher, and she spent 
many years volunteering as a coach for the 
little league teams. She married the love of her life William 
Muenz on October 15, 1966, in Pacific, MO. To this union three 
children were born, Robert, Cindy, and Lisa. Being a wife and 
mother was one of Lucille's greatest accomplishments, and 
she was proud to be able to stay home as a homemaker. She 
loved being able to coach softball again, as her kids played 
throughout their childhood.

Lucille was an active and devoted member of Holy Rosary 
Catholic Church. She was a longtime volunteer for St. Vincent 
DePaul Society and Agape Food Pantry. Lucille had won the 
Presidential Volunteer Award with Agape. Lucille was also a 
member of the Wrights and Lefts Square Dance Club, and 
Missourians against Hazardous Waste. She was an avid Pinochle 
player.

She is survived by her beloved husband, William Muenz; 
her three children, Robert (Suzanne) Muenz of Blue Springs, 
Lisa (Rodney) Marquart of Dutzow, Cindy (Michael) Bisacca 
of Kansas City, MO; sister, Ethel Vales of Glendale, AZ; five 
grandchildren Nicole (Kenneth Stoddard) Muenz, Shawn 
(Kirsten Hill) Polston, Nathan Muenz, Samuel Marquart, and 
Christine Marquart; great-grandson, Wyatt Hill, and her many 
nieces and nephews. Lucille was preceded in death by her 
parents and her sisters, Leona Snyder and Ruth Stumpf.  
Lucille will be dearly missed by all who knew and loved her.

Visitation: Thursday, June 26, from 9 to 10:30 a.m. at 
Pitman Funeral Home, 904 S. Hwy 47, Warrenton, MO 63383.

Funeral Mass: Thursday, June 26, at 11 a.m. at Holy Rosary 
Catholic Church, 724 E. Main St., Warrenton, MO 63383.

Memorials: St. Vincent DePaul or Agape in care of Pitman 
Funeral Home P.O. Box 126 Warrenton, MO 63383.

Dorothy Caswell

Dorothy Caswell (née Boden) of 
Wentzville passed away on June 21, 2025, 
at the age of 90. She was the beloved wife 
of the late Edward Caswell. She is survived 
by her two sons, Mark (Jody) Caswell of St. 
Louis and Kirk (Susan) Caswell of O'Fallon, 
MO; her daughter, Cheryle Kolbe of 
Wentzville; five grandchildren, Eddy, 
Zachary, Kaitlyn, Claire, and Kelsey; and six 
great-grandchildren. Dorothy was preceded 
in death by her father, Raymond Boden; her 
mother, Dorothy Boden (née Hunt); and her brother, Robert 
Boden.

Dorothy was married to Edward for 57 wonderful years 
until his passing in 2010. Their union brought forth three 
cherished children: Mark, Kirk, and Cheryle. A devoted member 
of St. Paul's Lutheran Church, Dorothy also actively participated 
in the Ladies Auxiliary and shared her passion for quilting as 
a member of the Perky Pieces quilting club. Her talent for 
creating beautiful quilts was only matched by her love for 
family gatherings, especially during the holidays, when her 
home was filled with laughter and her home-cooked meals. 
Dorothy had a zest for life, including a love of travel, but her 
greatest joy came from spending time with her family, especially 
her grandchildren and great-grandchildren. She treasured 
every moment with them, creating lasting memories they 
will always cherish. Dorothy, a beloved mother, grandmother, 
and friend, will be deeply missed by everyone who knew and 
loved her.

Visitation: Monday, June 30, from 9 to 11 a.m. at Pitman 
Funeral Home, 1545 Wentzville Parkway, Wentzville, MO 63385.

Funeral Service: Monday, June 30, 2025, at 11 a.m. at 
Pitman Funeral Home, Wentzville.

Memorials: Backstoppers or to St. Paul's Lutheran Church, 
in care of Pitman Funeral Home, 1545 Wentzville Parkway, 
Wentzville, MO 63385.
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Spring 2025 “Best of Augusta” Photo 
Contest Winners  
Submitted by Gay Eskew 

“Sunrise, sunset!  Sunrise, 
sunset!  Swiftly fly the days.” 
These lyrics from “Fiddler on 
the Roof” capture the essence 
of the two winning sunset 
photos. The universal appeal 
of a changing sky, capturing 
the atmospheric refraction of 
the sun on the horizon, 
exemplifies the timelessness 
of a sunset. “Evening 
Reflections,” the first-place 
photo, was taken by Julie 
Krakowski of Augusta, MO. Its 
colors and composition 
caught the judges’ attention. 
The picture mimics a 
panoramic perspective of the 
sky framed by the Locust 
Street buildings, inviting the 
viewer's eye to move down 
the hill and into the sunset. 
Julie chose the $25.00 
Wandering Owl gift certificate 
as her prize.

The second-place picture, “Sunset at the Museum,” was 
photographed by Judy Renner of Augusta, MO. The vibrant 
sunset colors provide a backdrop for the winter silhouette of 
tree branch skeletons. Judy memorialized these trees as an 
integral part of one of the Town's designations: Augusta -- US 
Tree City, 1980. Judy’s prize is a wine tasting for 10 from 
Augusta Winery. Congratulations, Julie and Judy!

The next “Best of Augusta” Photo Contests will take place 
in the fall of 2025. The adult/teen contest is scheduled for 
September, and kids 12 and under will compete in October. 
Further details are available on the Town's website at 
townofaugustamo.org. If you have ever thought about entering 
this Photo Contest, start getting ready now because “Swiftly 
fly the days.” See you and your entry in September!

The winning photo "Evening Reflections" by Julie Krakowski 
of Augusta.

2nd place photo, "Sunset At The 
Museum" by Judy Renner of 
Augusta. 

Walter Kamphoefner’s Book Added 
To Blair House Library in Washington, 
D.C.

On June 5, German Chancellor 
Friedrich Merz visited the White House 
and was invited by the President to stay 
at Blair House during his inaugural visit to 
Washington. Blair House is the guest 
house of the United States government, 
located directly across from the White 
House, primarily hosting visiting heads of 
state, their families, and diplomatic 
attachés. Additionally, the president-elect 
resides at Blair House before the 
inauguration.  Merz felt honored by the 
invitation and, in return, followed a 
tradition in which foreign delegations 
present Blair House with books about their homelands. The 
Chancellor brought with him a work about German emigrants, 
"News from the Land of Freedom," written by Walter 
Kamphoefner. Walter grew up between Matson and Defiance, 
but now lives in Texas, where he is a Professor of History at 
Texas A&M. The book is a collection of letters sent by German 
emigrants from the United States to their homeland.

Congratulations to Walter for having his book added to 
the Blair House Library, which boasts a collection of over 
1,500 books.
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Highlights From the June 10 New 
Melle BOA Meeting
By Kathy Miller

The following highlights are from the regular monthly Board 
of Aldermen meeting for the City of New Melle, held on Tuesday, 
June 10, 2025, at New Melle City Hall, 125 Almeling Street.  

Roll Call: Mayor Steve Burt; Aldermen Nelson, Karrenbrock, 
Schneider, and Goodman; Tony Follmer—Code Enforcement 
Officer; Steve Martin—City Attorney; Marcia Gay—City Clerk; 
and Cochran Engineering were all present.

Open Forum: Michelle Brewer—Michelle mentioned seeing 
comments on the New Melle 411 Facebook page regarding the 
Festival. She proposed that a Flashback Festival featuring pricing 
from the 70s could generate interest in the event. Mayor Burt 
informed Michelle that the City of New Melle is not affiliated 
with the Festival, which New Melle Sports and Rec, an independent 
entity separate from the City, organizes. Mayor Burt, who is on 
the Board of NMSR, indicated he would pass along her comments. 
The funds raised at the Festival support the programs and 
activities offered by NMSR.

Lorette Nelson—Lorette inquired about the status of the 
Mill Street project, as she had been out of town. She also asked 
about the red clay being replaced under her porch. Mayor Burt 
informed Lorette that work on the project had not yet begun 
due to the New Melle Festival Parade passing down Mill Street. 
Work is expected to begin any day, depending on the weather. 
Additionally, he noted that the issues on her property would 
be addressed during the construction process. The open forum 
closed at 6:09 p.m.

Engineering Report: Foristell Rd. Trail and Road Improvement 
Project: A public meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, June 17, 
beginning at 5 p.m. The meeting aims to address questions and 
concerns regarding both projects.

Code Enforcement Report: Tony Follmer received a 
complaint from a resident about a mowing company starting 
work at 6:30 a.m. Tony addressed the matter with the company, 
and the new employee was informed of the error, resolving the 
issue. A resident at the meeting expressed concern about 
Bommarito Construction's work on the PWSD#2 pipeline project, 
noting that construction has been started as early as 6 a.m. and 
continued after 6 p.m. on some days. Tony stated he would 
discuss the situation with Bommarito and remind them of the 
city’s ordinance.

Old Business: Sycamore Creek Subdivision Road Repairs: 
Several slabs need replacement due to potholes. Currently, the 
city lacks the funds for slab replacement. Instead, the large 
potholes will be lined with tar, filled with asphalt, kept slightly 
below the surface, and topped with a layer of tar. This approach 
will allow the city to save for future repairs. The city plans to 
compile a list of projects along with the necessary funding for 
each and prioritize them accordingly. Mayor Burt stated that 
there are close to 25 holes requiring repair.

New Business: Schutzen Street Repairs: Tabled. This repair 
will be considered among the many road improvements the 
City intends to make. Should this be an asphalt project for now?

250th Anniversary of America in 2026: How does New Melle 
want to celebrate? The city clerk shared information with the 
Aldermen on ideas about how cities across the country can 
celebrate. The city would like to explore the possibility of 
collaborating with the Chamber and NMSR, and a committee 
could be formed.

The next meeting will be on Tuesday, July 8, 2025. The 
meeting adjourned at 6:48 p.m.

Commerce and is 
always willing to 
support the many 
causes that the 
NMCC provides to 
the area each year. 

Wentzville and 
the surrounding 
areas are forever 
grateful for 
committed 
members who 
make helping 
others a lifelong 
passion. To see more pictures from the evening, visit 
boonecountryconnection.com and search for this story. 

Wentzville Rotary...from Page 1

Wentzville Rotary Honorees (L) Tarlton 
"Jim" Pitman and (R) Bill Zollman.
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Pairs Well with Wine
By Brittany Schaaf, St. Charles City-County Library

The rolling hills of Augusta are special for many reasons: 
the gorgeous foliage in the fall, the incredible artwork studios, 
the winding Katy Trail, and the lovely library branch on Jackson 
Street. But as the first designated wine region, Augusta is best 
known for its incredible wineries. And what better way to spend 
a summer day than with a glass of red in one hand and a book 
in the other? Move over, wine and cheese pairings, here are 
some wine and book pairings instead. 

While you are sipping on a glass of Mount Pleasant 
Chardonel’s, with its tart apple, cream, and light bourbon 
flavors, pick up LUSH by Rochelle Dowden-Lord. Emma Roberts 
and Karah Preiss’s Belletrist Book Club selected this bittersweet 
and intricately plotted literary fiction as their June 2025 pick. 
The debut novel promises an intoxicating look at the glamorous, 
exclusive, and unexpectedly raucous world of wine. 

A glass of Augusta Winery’s Vidal Blanc features a toasty 
floral bouquet and pairs beautifully with a historical fiction 
novel such as THE FRENCH WINEMAKER’S DAUGHTER by Loretta 
Ellsworth. Told in parallel narratives, Ellsworth's novel follows 
Charlotte, a commercial airline pilot in 1990, who discovers a 
box of wine saved from the German occupation and a Jewish 
child hiding at her aunt's home in Paris in 1948. 

A bottle of Balducci Vineyards Aria would be enjoyed 
alongside Crystal King's IN THE GARDEN OF MONSTERS. This 
mysterious and delicious retelling of Persephone takes place 
in 1948 Italy and perfectly matches the pomegranate, dark 
plum, and red licorice flavors of the winery's dry red wine. 

The list of romances that pair well with wines is endless. 
Enjoy a bottle of Chandler Hill’s Chambourcin while reading 
THE PAIRING by Casey McQuiston. This LibraryReads Favorite 
title follows two exes who accidentally book the same European 
food and wine tour, perfectly matching this local wine's tart 
cherry, dried cranberry, and fresh herb vibes. 

Looking for something spookier to cozy up with during the 
summer evenings? Sip on a glass of Sugar Creek Winery’s 
Cynthiana, a Native American dry red wine with hints of plum, 
raisin, and black cherry, while reading MASK OF THE DEER 
WOMAN by Laurie L Dove. Haunted by her daughter's murder, 
ex-Chicago detective Carrie Starr investigates college student 
Chenoa Cloud's disappearance - but when Deer Woman from 
her father's stories appears, is she there to guide Starr or seek 
vengeance for the lost daughters?

Daydream about a summer getaway while reading ONE 
GOLDEN SUMMER by Carley Fortune and enjoying a bottle of 
Montelle’s Tropical Sangria. Let the aromas of pineapple, 
mango, dragon fruit, and more whisk you away to the sunny 
paradise of Barry’s Bay with Alice and her grandmother in this 
lighthearted, steamy summer romance. 

Borrow these titles (and more) at the Library and make 
sure to mark your calendars for August 1-3 as the Friends of 
the St. Charles City-County Library host their annual Book Fair 
at the Family Arena. 

Friends of the Library Book Fair - Friday, August 1: Members' 
only shopping from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m., general admission 12 to 
9 p.m., Saturday, August 2: 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., and Sunday, August 
3: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Family Arena, 2002 Arena Parkway, 
St. Charles, MO 63303. For more information, visit stchlibrary.org/
book-fair.

Join one of the following events at New Melle Boone’s Trail 
Branch or at the August Branch. 

Crafting Connections: Sip & Stitch* - Monday, August 4: 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Boone’s Trail Branch - adults and teens. Bring 

your current work-in-progress and join other yarn artists as we 
sip, stitch, and talk about our projects.

Crafting Connections - I Love Quilts!* - Tuesday, August 
5: 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. Augusta Branch - adults. What will you 
create? Meet other quilt lovers at this monthly event.

Canasta - Hand & Foot* - Tuesdays, August 5, 12, 19, 26: 
1 to 3:30 p.m., Thursdays, August 7, 14, 21, 28: 1 to 3:30 p.m. 
Boone’s Trail Branch - adults. Need to get out of the house? 
Learn to play Hand & Foot Canasta!

Coffee and Conversation - Thursdays, August 7, 14, 21, 
28: 9 to 10 a.m. Augusta Branch - adults. Enjoy a cup of coffee, 
a sweet treat, and conversation with fellow community members.

Crafting Connections - Yarn Arts - Thursdays, August 7, 
14, 21, 28: 2 to 4 p.m. Augusta Branch - adults and teens. Other 
yarn enthusiasts will keep you company while you work on 
your knit, crochet, or embroidery project.

Make-It Monday* - Monday, August 11: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Augusta Branch - adults. Grab a friend, come to the Augusta 
Branch, and work on your unfinished projects! Spend all day 
or just a little while.

Book Discussion - VERA WONG’S UNSOLICITED ADVICE 
FOR MURDERERS by Jesse Q. Sutanto* - Monday, August 11: 
5:30 to 6:30 p.m. Boone's Trail Branch - adults. 60-year-old Vera 
Wong enjoys sipping a good cup of Wulong tea and doing some 
healthy “detective” work on the internet (AKA checking up on 
her son to see if he’s dating anybody yet.) But when Vera wakes 
up one morning to find a dead man in the middle of her tea 
shop, she knows she will do a better job than the police possibly 
could - because nobody sniffs out a wrongdoing quite like a 
suspicious Chinese mother with time on her hands - and Vera 
decides it’s down to her to catch the killer. 

Read to a Dog* - Thursday, August 14: 5 to 6 p.m. Boone's 
Trail Branch - children. Bring a book or choose one of ours and 
read to an attentive, adorable dog.

Fall Scarecrow* - Monday, August 18: 1 to 2:30 p.m., 
Tuesday, August 19: 5 to 6:30 p.m., Thursday, August 21: 10:30 
a.m. to 12 p.m., Saturday, August 23: 10 to 11:30 a.m. Boone’s 
Trail Branch - adults. A fun addition to your fall decor, this 
scarecrow craft measures approximately 6 inches in height. It 
does not stand on its own and will require a small easel/stand 
(not provided.) This is a repeated class; please sign up for only 
one session.

Book Discussion - GO AS A RIVER by Shelley Read* - 
Monday, August 18: 2 to 3 p.m. Augusta Branch - adults. 17-
year-old Victoria runs the household on her family’s peach 
farm, the sole surviving female in a family of troubled men. 
Wilson is a young drifter with a mysterious past, displaced from 
his tribal land and determined to live as he chooses. They meet 
each other by chance on a street corner, altering both of their 
young lives with both passion and danger.

English Paper Piecing* - Tuesday, August 19: 2 to 4 p.m., 
Augusta Branch - adults. Learn how to English Paper Piece, a 
fun method of sewing fabric pieces together.

Discover Crafting: Pressed Flower Luminaries* - Tuesday, 
August 26: 10 to 11 a.m. and Thursday, August 28: 5:30 to 6:30 
p.m. Boone’s Trail Branch - adults, teens, and tweens. Join us 
to create a pressed flower luminary. Materials will be provided, 
but if you have an interesting glass jar you wish to use, feel free 
to bring it. This is a repeated class; please sign up for only one 
session.
*Register at https://www.stchlibrary.org/events or call Boone’s 
Trail at 636-398-6200 or Augusta at 636-228-4855 for more 
information about classes. 
The Boone’s Trail and Augusta branches are open Monday, 
Tuesday, and Thursday from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. and Saturday, 9 
a.m. to noon.
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WORD SEARCH ANSWERS

Mystery Location
Enter to Win a Gift Card - Deadline is the 20th of each month.

DEADLINE:

Please submit

items for the

August BCC 

by July 21.

Target

 Distribution:

August 1.

Last Month's Winner

To enter the drawing or submit a photo to be considered for the 
Mystery Location, please email kathy@boonecountryconnection.com 
or text or call 636-698-4682. Please provide your answer and 
contact information.

How well do you know the “Boone Country” area? If you 
can identify where this 
photo was taken and 
want to enter the 
Mystery Location 
Drawing, contact us 
with your name, 
address, and phone 
number. Entries must 
be received by the 20th 
of each month. One 
winner, drawn from the 
correct entries, will 
receive a gift card to an 
area business. Only one 
entry per household, 
please. Contact 
information is below or 
on page 2. 

Congratulations to 
Hazel Carter of Mexico, 
MO for correctly 
identifying and winning 
the June Mystery 
Location Drawing. 
Hazel's entry was one of 
nine who correctly 
identified the location as 
Sugar Creek Winery. 
Hazel has won a gift card 
to Sugar Creek Winery. 
Thanks to everyone who 
entered the drawing. Enter the drawing by the 20th of 
the month if you know the July location.

Shiloh UMC, 1515 Hwy T
Free VBS July 14 -17 | 6 pm to 8:15 pm
Ages 3 to 11 Are Welcome!
Register: myvbs.org/shilohvbs. 
See Page 4 for details. 
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What to Do...Where to Go...Who to See * (Visit the Calendar at www.boonecountryconnection.com)

RECURRING EVENTS: 

American Legion Post 180 Marthasville, 17452 Hwy 47, 
Coffee Gathering every 4th Tuesday at 9 a.m. The public 
is welcome, veteran and non-veteran alike. Stop by for 
conversation and friends.
Breakfast: Immaculate Conception, Augusta. Every 4th 
Sunday, 8 a.m. to noon, except Dec.
Boone Country 4-H Club: Every 2nd Mon., 7 p.m. at St. 
John's UCC, 160 Johannes Ln.  Ages 5 – 18. For more info 
call 636-970-3000.
Friends of Historic Augusta Museum: 275 Webster Street. 
Open 1–4 p.m. on 1st Sunday May–Sept; Call 651-592-3874.  
Meetings 2nd Thursday, 6 p.m.
Greater Augusta Area Chamber of Commerce: Third 
Monday each month, 6:30 p.m. at The Wandering Owl, visit 
augusta-chamber.org.
John Birch Society - Meets the third Monday of each month 
at 6:30 p.m. at New Melle Fire Station #1, 45 Foristell Rd, 
Wentzville. Everyone is welcome. 
Lunch Bunch - Shiloh UMC, 1515 Hwy T, Foristell, the 2nd 
Wednesday of the month at noon. Everyone is invited to 
attend. 
New Melle Board of Aldermen: 2nd Tuesday, 6 p.m. City Hall.
New Melle Chamber of Commerce: First Thursday of each 
month. Networking at 7:00 a.m. and meeting from 7:30 - 
8:30 a.m. Check the NMCC website for monthly location, 
www.newmellechamber.com.
New Melle Friendship Society: 1st Monday (2nd if Holiday) 
of odd months except for May, St. Paul's Lutheran-New 
Melle. 636-398-5952.
New Melle P&Z: First Tuesdays, 7:00 p.m. City Hall.
New Melle VFW Post 5651: Queen of Hearts Every Wed. 5–
8 p.m. Drawing 7:30 p.m. Ticket sales end at 7 p.m.  Meetings 
3rd Thurs. 7:30 p.m.
New Melle VFW, Card Shoots, 555 Foristell Road. 3rd 
Sunday of the month, at noon, Oct.–March. Hosted by 
Marine Corps League 1393.
New Melle VFW Ladies Night, 555 Foristell Road, every 
Thursday, from 3 to 8 p.m., offering weekly drink specials 
just for the ladies. 
New Melle VFW, Trapshooting, 555 Foristell Road. Every 
Tuesday Night, May through October 1. Second Sundays 
Nov.-Mar. At noon. 
St. Vincent de Paul Food Pantry New Melle: Open 1st & 
3rd Sat. 9-10:30 a.m. Volunteers meeting 1st & 3rd Mon., 
6 p.m.
Trapshooting:  Daniel Boone Gun Club, Hwy. 94. Trapshooting 
First Friday, April & May, and July–October, 7 p.m., and 
meat shoot every 4th Sunday 12:30 p.m. 100 bird derbies 
in May and July. For more info call 636-987-2483. Everyone 
welcome.

*All information is subject to change without notice. 

JULY
9 New Melle Community Blood Drive - New Melle VFW. See 

pg. 2.
10 The Historic Daniel Boone Home Artisan Days - free entry. 

See pg. 2.  
12 New Melle VFW Karaoke with Mickey & Hollywood's Shoot 

4 for the Stars. See pg. 3.
7-11 St. Paul's UCC Marthasville VBS from 9 a.m. to noon. See 

pg. 4.
14-17 Shiloh UMC VBS from 6 to 8:15 p.m. See pg. 4.  
17 Tailgate Thursdays at The Harmonie with live music from 

the Texas Giants. See pg. 7.
19 St. John's UCC Weldon Spring monthly Summer BBQ. 

See pg. 4.
21 Family Fun Day at Busch Shooting Range. See pg. 6.
AUGUST
3 St. John's UCC Cappeln Annual Chicken & Beef Dinner. 

See pg. 2 and the enclosed flyer.
5 Open Mic Night at The Harmonie with the Texas Giants. 

See pg. 7.
14 The Historic Daniel Boone Home Artisan Days - free entry. 

See pg. 2.  
16 St. John's UCC Weldon Spring monthly Summer BBQ. 

See pg. 4.
17 Femme Osage UCC Annual Chicken & Kettle-Cooked Beef 

Dinner. See pg. 3.
30 Augusta Ramble Concert - The Blue Canyon Boys at The 

Harmonie. See pg. 7. 
SEPTEMBER
2 Open Mic Night at The Harmonie with the Texas Giants. 

See pg. 7.
5 NMSR & NMCC Joing Charity Golf Tournament. See pg. 3.
20 St. John's UCC Weldon Spring monthly Summer BBQ. 

See pg. 4.
27 St. Vincent de Paul Food Pantry, New Melle, Friends of 

the Poor Walk. See pg. 8 and enclosed flyer.
27 Augusta Ramble Concert, Sweetie and The Toothaches, 

see pg. 7.
OCTOBER
5 St. Paul's New Melle Lutheran Church Oktoberbest
7 Open Mic Night at The Harmonie with the Texas Giants. 

See pg. 7.
12 Tom Shaw Foundation - Walk To End Alzheimer's. See pg. 3.
18 Augusta Ramble Concert, Jake's Leg at The Harmonie, 

see pg. 7.  

*All information is subject to change without notice.
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July Word Search
Easy Recipes For Summer

UNCLASSIFIED ADS

FREE 2 AKC Registered Male & Female Yorkie Puppies 
are ready for Adoption, raised in a loving home. Friendly 
and playful, great with kids and other pets. Small size, 
perfect for apartments. For Free, if interested, email 
danamorgan189@gmail.com.
Hay Bales For Sale and Custom Baling -  Round bales 
are 4 x 5 and have been stored in a barn. Custom square 
baling available. Call Max Bade at 314-630-9957 for details.
Accepting Bible Donations: Do you have any unwanted 
Bibles, Christian books, Sunday School materials, Daily 
Bread devotionals or any dictionaries? For more information, 
visit lovepackages.org. Call/text 636-357-2400 for more 
information and drop location or email 
ttravers6927@gmail.com.  

Find the words that are ALL CAPS and bold in the puzzle. 
Ridiculously Good Air Fryer (Or Oven) Salmon  - 

pinchofyum.com
Items needed: 1 lb. SKINLESS SALMON, 1 tbsp BROWN 

sugar, 1 tsp PAPRIKA, 1 tsp SMOKED paprika, 1/2 tsp CHILI 
powder, 1 tsp ONION powder, 1/2 tsp GARLIC POWDER, 1 
tsp CORNSTARCH, 3/4 tsp kosher SALT (or 1/2 teaspoon table 
salt), 2–3 teaspoons OLIVE OIL.

Steps: Gently pat the surface of the salmon with paper 
towels to remove excess moisture. Cut your salmon into 1-
inch cubes. Mix the brown sugar, spices, and cornstarch 
together in a small bowl. Place the salmon cubes in a bowl 
and coat them with oil. Then toss with the spice mixture — I 
use a large spoon to gently stir until all the cubes are coated. 
Air fry the salmon: Place the salmon pieces in the air fryer, 
but do not overcrowd the air fryer. If necessary, cook them 
in batches. Air fry at 400°F for 5–8 minutes, depending on 
your preferred level of doneness. You can also cook these in 
the oven at 425°F for 6–8 minutes. 

Creamy Cucumbers - tastemade.com
Items needed: 1 English CUCUMBER (or any kind you 

prefer), 1/4 cup RED WINE VINEGAR, 2 tbsps SUGAR, 3 tsps 

KOSHER salt, 8 oz. SOUR CREAM, 2 tbsps finely chopped 
FRESH DILL and BLACK PEPPER to taste. 

Steps: Slice the cucumber into rounds about the thickness 
of a nickel and combine the vinegar, sugar, and 1 tsp of the 
salt in a non-reactive bowl. Allow to sit for 20 to 30 minutes 
at room temperature. Drain off the cucumber liquid. Mix the 
cucumbers with the sour cream, dill, remaining 2 teaspoons 
salt, and the pepper. Cover and refrigerate for 1 hour.

Best Hershey Pie Recipe - keytomylime.com
Item needed: 1 (6-ounce) ready-made GRAHAM CRACKER 

CRUST, 1 (8-ounce) tub COOL WHIP (thawed in the fridge)* 
and 6 (1.55-ounce) HERSHEY MILK or DARK CHOCOLATE 
BARS (regular sized bars, 9.3 ounces total).

Steps: Save one chocolate bar for garnish. Break the 
remaining 5 Hershey’s chocolate bars into pieces. Place them 
in a large microwave-safe bowl. Heat the chocolate in the 
microwave in 30-second increments, stirring after each interval, 
until it is fully melted. Add the thawed Cool Whip to the melted 
chocolate and mix until combined. Transfer the chocolate 
mousse pie filling into the crust. Garnish with reserved 
chocolate bar.  Refrigerate for at least 2 hours before serving.



 


