
 

FREE
Take One boonecountryconnection.comVol. 28, Iss. 3 March 2026

 Distributed On
The First Friday Of Each Month
The Next Issue Comes Out  

Friday, April 3

Continued on page 19

Continued on page  16 Continued on page  16

New Melle Community 
Passion Play 
March 21, 22, 28 & 29

Defiance St. Patrick's 
Day Festival & Parade 
March 14

Enjoy a day in Defiance celebrating 
the Annual St. Patrick's Day Festival on 
Saturday, March 14. The festivities kick off 
at Good News Brewing at 9 a.m. with a 5K 
run/walk along the Katy Trail. For 
registration and more details, visit 
defiancemo.com and follow 

The New Melle Community Passion 
Play has been a long-running tradition 
since 1981. Admission is free, but 
donations are welcome. Seating is first 
come, first seated basis. Performances 
will be held at New Melle Sports and 
Rec, 4700 Hwy Z, on:

31st Annual  
New Melle Community
Easter Egg Hunt April 4

Continued on page  16

The New Melle Chamber of Commerce 
(NMCC) invites you and your family to 
participate in the 31st Annual Community 
Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday, April 4. The 
hunt will be held at New Melle Sports and 
Rec (NMSR) at 4700 Highway Z.

By Kathy Miller

The New Melle Fire Protection District is 
pleased to announce that, as of February 7, 
Station #2 is now open and staffed 24 hours a 
day by professional firefighter-paramedics. 
This facility, located at 3717 Hwy D, has been 
an all-volunteer station since the early 1990s 
and was upgraded thanks to a bond issue and 
tax increase approved by district voters. 
These ballot issues support this and other 
improvements across the district.

Chief Dan Casey invited the Boone 
Country Connection for a tour of the new 
facility on February 23. He explained that 
when the remodel began last year, the district 
determined it was more cost-effective to 
demolish part of the old station—due to 
extensive repairs—rather than attempt to salvage it. The truck bays were preserved and upgraded with new garage doors, 
lighting, a sprinkler system, lockers, a new compressor for air tanks, and a ventilation system to clear harmful gases and 
particulates from idling vehicles.

To occupy the newly remodeled bay, Station #2 received a new truck, Engine 34, enhancing the district’s ability to respond 

New Melle Fire Station #2 
Ready Around The Clock

The NMFPD Firehouse #2 is now open and available 24/7 to serve the community, 
staffed by specially trained firefighter-paramedics. The truck bays were repurposed 
during construction and have been renovated inside. 

Daylight Savings Time Starts 
On March 8, 2026. 
Time will "Spring" 
forward one hour. 
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The Boone Country Connection is 
a monthly newsletter serving 
southwestern St. Charles County 
(New Melle, Defiance, Augusta, 
Dutzow, Marthasville, etc.) It is 
available for free at area 
businesses and churches. 
Subscriptions are also available.

Please send information and photos 
about your special events, 
celebrations, new business, and 
human-interest stories that highlight 
local citizens or points of interest. 
Anniversary, Wedding, Birth and 
Engagement and announcements 
are also welcomed. Nonprofit 
organizations are invited to submit 
items for the community calendar, 
and receive a 15% advertising 
discount. 
Kathy@BooneCountryConnection.com

READ ONLINE AT
boonecountryconnection.com

While every effort is made to ensure accuracy, contents are not warranted. The 
articles and information contained herein are for general information on matters 
of interest only, and should not be substituted for, nor construed to supersede, 
advice of a professional or legal nature. In no event shall the author or publisher 
be liable to anyone for any decision made or action taken in reliance on the 
information contained in this publication, including advertising. Opinions 
expressed herein are not necessarily those of the editor, nor does the editor 
assume responsibility for accuracy. The editor reserves the right to accept, reject, 
edit or cancel any advertisement or article, at any time. Ads and articles may be 
edited for size/length, grammatical accuracy, and clarity. The editor/publisher’s 
maximum liability for any error, omission, or failure to publish is strictly limited 
to a refund of the amount paid for the specific advertisement in which the error 
occurred. In no event shall this refund exceed the costs paid over the three (3) 
months before the claim. All items submitted must include contact name, address 
and phone number, and will be published on a space available basis and at the 
sole discretion of the editor. The publisher neither endorses nor recommends 
services or products advertised herein.

The Boone Country Connection
is published by

Direct Ads, 1122 S Point Prairie Rd
Wentzville, MO 63385

Kathy Miller, Editor
(636) 698-4682

Kathy@BooneCountryConnection.com
Floyd Miller, Graphic Design

(636) 698-4685
Floyd@BooneCountryConnection.com

Deadline for articles and 
advertisements:

Approximately the 17th of each month.
Please call for ad rates and to verify

deadlines.

Target Distribution Date:
First Friday of Each Month

(Subject to change without notice.)

About This Publication

Items are published at the sole 
discretion of the editor and on a 

space available basis.

St. Paul's UCC Marthasville 
Community Blood Drive March 24

St. Paul's UCC at 103 S. 2nd Street, Marthasville, will host 
a Red Cross Blood Drive on March 24 from 2 to 6 p.m. Please 
note the updated time. 

Donating blood is a simple act with a powerful impact. 
Just one donation can help save multiple lives and provide 
hope to patients and families in our community. If you are 
able, please consider taking an hour of your time to give the 
gift of life. Your generosity at this blood drive will truly make 
a difference for those who need it most.

Bingo Night At St. Paul's Lutheran 
New Melle March 13

The Ladies Aid Group at St. 
Paul's Lutheran Church is hosting 
a Bingo Night on Friday, March 
13, at 150 Hwy D, New Melle. The 
public is invited to attend. Doors 
open at 6 p.m., with bingo 
beginning at 6:30 p.m. Bingo cards are available for purchase: 
$5 for 1 card, $10 for 3 cards, $15 for 4 cards, and $20 for 6 
cards. Popcorn and lemonade will be provided. Feel free to 
bring your own snacks, too!

Proceeds from the Bingo Night will go to Locals Phor 
Luke. Their goal is to spread awareness of Phelan-McDermid 
Syndrome and help create a local, inclusive environment for 
individuals with the syndrome. 

What is Phelan-McDermid Syndrome? A rare genetic form 
of severe autism. It causes severe and permanent 
developmental delay, speech impairment, low muscle tone, 
seizures, GI issues and psychiatric episodes. Luke, for whom 
the foundation is named, was diagnosed when he was two 
years old. He is now six and will need one-on-one care for 
the rest of his life, unless a cure is found. 

Luke's family wants to ensure that he and others with 
special needs have a place to thrive and live as adults. To 
learn more about Locals Phor Luke, visit localsphorluke.com.

IHM New Melle Music Trivia Night 
April 18

The IHM Marian Council will host a Music 
Trivia Night on Saturday, April 18, at 
Immaculate Heart of Mary Church, 8 W Hwy 
D, New Melle. The event will be held in the 
Grand Hall. Doors open at 5:30 p.m., and 
trivia begins at 6:30 p.m. Each table costs 
$150 and includes beer, wine, and set-ups.

Guests can look forward to raffle baskets 
and a 50/50 drawing, with free babysitting 
available to make it easy for families to attend. Round 
sponsorships are available for $100, offering a great opportunity 
for individuals, businesses, and organizations to show their 
support. See the enclosed flyer. 

Ticket sales begin on March 21 after Masses. If you would 
like to be a round sponsor or have questions, contact Kelly 
Meyer at meyer5853@gmcinc.org or call 636-634-1577.
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Femme Osage UCC Sausage Dinner 
March 8 

Join the Femme Osage United Church of Christ, 4360 
Cappeln Osage Rd, Augusta, for their Annual Sausage Supper 
on Sunday, March 8.

Dinner will be served dine-in or carry-out from 11:30 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. Meals cost $16 for adults, $8 for children ages 6 to 
12, and are free for those under six.

Be sure to stop by the sausage shop after dinner and bring 
home delicious, fresh sausages. See you there!

Letter From the Editor To Our Readers
Dear Readers:

I write this letter with 
a very heavy heart. On 
February 9, after a long 
battle with cancer, Dianne 
Sudbrock, the creator and 
former editor of the 
Boone Country 
Connection, passed away. 
The community has lost 
an extraordinary woman.

Dianne had a 
remarkable depth of 
knowledge about this 
area—its people, its 
history, and its stories. I 
have known Dianne for 26 years, and during that time she 
was not only a colleague but also a mentor and a dear friend.

When we purchased the Boone Country Connection in 
2022, Dianne graciously allowed me to shadow her for an 
entire year. She patiently shared her knowledge and insight 
that I would need to keep the paper successful. I will forever 
cherish that year spent following her lead and learning from 
her example.

On the first Tuesday of each month, Dianne and I would 
proofread the paper. What started as proofreading sessions 
often turned into long conversations full of laughter, stories, 
and lessons, both personal and work-related. I will deeply 
miss our Tuesdays together—the guidance she offered and 
the wisdom she so generously shared. 

When she offered critique, she took the time to explain 
why, turning every correction into a chance to learn and grow. 
That combination of honesty, kindness, and dedication is 
part of what made her so special.

As we move forward, we will honor Dianne’s legacy by 
continuing the Boone Country Connection with the same 
commitment to community, accuracy, and heart that she 
poured into it for so many years before she retired. This 
publication exists because of her love for this community, 
her vision, and her determination. Dianne’s influence will 
continue to guide us.

Please keep Dianne’s family and friends in your thoughts 
and prayers. And as you read this issue, I hope you’ll join me 
in remembering her with gratitude—for her work, her friendship, 
and the lasting impact she has had on all of us.

With Gratitude and Sympathy, 
Kathy Miller, Editor
Boone Country Connection

Dianne Sudbrock, the Grand Marshall 
of the 2023 New Melle Festival Parade.
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St. Vincent de Paul Food Pantry 
March Update

The St. Vincent de Paul Food Pantry is 
located at Immaculate Heart of Mary 
Church in New Melle, 8 W Hwy D. It is open 
on the first and third Saturdays of every 
month from 9 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. for those 
in need. For help outside pantry hours, 
please leave a message on the pantry hotline at 636-398-
5270, ext. 225.

The pantry’s need is ongoing, and donations may be 
dropped off at the Immaculate Heart of Mary Church office 
Monday through Thursday from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., or placed 
in the donation box outside the Food Pantry. 

The food pantry currently needs: coffee, bottled grape 
or orange juice (we have plenty of apple juice) and shaving 
cream. 

Thank you in advance for any contributions, big or small, 
to help those in our community.  

See Events Calendar on Page 26

The Historic Daniel Boone Home  
Maple Sugar Festival Greenwood 
Festival & Artisan Days

The Historic Daniel Boone 
Home, 1868 Hwy F in Defiance, 
is offering the following events. 
To learn more, visit sccmo.org/
1701/The-Historic-Daniel-Boone-Home or call 636-798-2005.

Saturday, March 7, Maple Sugar Festival, from 11 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. This is a free event. The sugarin' season is upon us 
at The Historic Daniel Boone Home in Defiance! Join us for 
this sweet event to learn historic and modern tree-tapping 
methods and taste treats from the trees. Kids and adults alike 
can try historic hand tools and watch reenactors boil sap at 
our sugar camp. Be prepared to visit with our vendors, try 
samples, and purchase delicious treats to take home. Cash 
only. This program is free and open to all ages. Dress for the 
weather!

Thursday, March 12 and April 9, upcoming Artisan Days 
at The Historic Daniel Boone Home, from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Tour The Historic Daniel Boone Home free of charge on the 
second Thursday from March until November! All ages are 
welcome, and admission is first-come, first-served. Tours are 
in an open-house format; guests are welcome to explore all 
levels of the house and speak with docents about the Boone 
family and the history of the Femme Osage Valley. Call the 
Boone Home at 636-798-2005 for more information.

Saturday, April 11, Greenwood Festival, from 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. Learn just how important freshly harvested wood 
was to frontier life. From hewing timber for building cabins, 
barns, and other structures to carving spoons for daily use, 
"greenwood" was found in so many aspects of life. This five-
hour event features demonstrations including log splitting 
and hewing, peg making, riving, carving, and more! This free 
program is for all ages. Call the Boone Home at 636-798-2005 
for more information or visit stccparks.org.  
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St. Vincent de Paul Dutzow Annual 
Palm Sunday Dinner March 29

The St. Vincent de Paul Parish invites 
everyone to its Annual Palm Sunday 
Dinner on March 29, from 11:30 a.m. to 6 
p.m. The Chicken and Sausage Dinner 
will be served buffet-style. The cost is $15 
for adults, $6 for children ages 6 to 11, 
and free for those under 6. Carryouts will 
be available for $15. 

In addition to the dinner, the whole family can enjoy a 
variety of activities, including bounce houses, a cherry booth, 
a country store, raffles, and more. See the ad on page 3 for 
details. 

Augusta City Cemetery Clean-Up Days
The Town of Augusta's Cemetery Committee has announced 

upcoming city cemetery cleanup days. The group will meet 
at noon at the Augusta City Cemetery on the following dates:

• March 29
• May 24
• August 30
• January 10, 2027
The goal is to help preserve the beauty, dignity, and safety 

of our cemetery. These efforts help keep the grounds neat. 
Volunteers will remove old and weathered flowers, dispose 
of broken or loose vases, remove items displaced by weather, 
mow as needed, and perform general grounds cleanup. Families 
are encouraged to remove sentimental or seasonal items 
before these dates.

We appreciate the community's help in honoring and 
caring for this special place.

If you have any questions for the Cemetery Committee, 
contact Danny Zull at 636-352-6695 or danny@meyerlistings.com. 

Thank you for the overwhelming presence, the kind 
condolences, and the gracious donations made in Dianne’s 
memory. Our family has been deeply moved by the beautiful 
comments and heartfelt tributes shared about her. Hearing 
so many people describe Dianne as the beautiful, kind, and 
thoughtful person we knew and loved has touched us more 
than we can say.

Dianne created this newsletter nearly 26 years ago as a 
way to share local news and the special-interest stories that 
brought our community together. Many thanks to all who 
supported her and this publication over the years. Hearing 
how she touched so many lives has brought us comfort during 
this difficult time.

Words cannot express how grateful we are for the love 
and support we’ve received, both now and throughout her 
journey. Your kind words, shared memories, meals, cards, 
and quiet acts of compassion have carried us through days 
that felt impossibly heavy.

With heartfelt appreciation,
The Dianne Sudbrock Family

Thank You From The 
Dianne Sudbrock Family
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Upcoming Events At The Harmonie In 
Augusta

The Harmonie, located at 5333 Hackman Rd., Augusta, 
MO, hosts monthly activities featuring unforgettable 
performances in an intimate, historic setting. A cash bar is 
open at all events. For tickets or more information, visit 
theharmonie.org. See the enclosed flyer for details.

Tuesday, March 10, Live Tell It Like It Was at 6:30 p.m. 
Doors open at 6 p.m. This month's guest is Jane Leesmann, 
former owner of the White House Tavern and the Katy Kanteen. 
Jane was interviewed in 2019, and thanks to popular demand, 
we asked her to return. Live Tell It Like It Was is on the 2nd 
Tuesday of the month.

Saturday, March 14, Augusta Ramble 
Concert Series presents The Blue Moon 
Blues Band at 7 p.m. Tickets are $25. What 
started as a jam between Kent Ehrhardt and 
Tom Rogers—both Channel 4 News veterans—
has grown into a powerhouse blues band 
featuring Jeff Viers, Scott Rhea, Patrick White, 
and Brian Massey. Great music, great stories, 
and a night you won’t forget.

Sunday, March 22, Community Game Night from 3 to 
10 p.m. Entry is $5, and all proceeds go to the Augusta History 
Museum. Bring your family and play games. Bring your own 
or use ours. We'll have light snacks and an open bar.

Tuesday, April 7, Open Mic Night with the Texas Giants 
from 5 to 8 p.m. This is a free event open to all musicians 
and non-musicians alike. Join Open Mic Night on the first 
Tuesday of each month.

Turning Point Advocacy Services 
Annual Gala April 10

On April 10, join Turning Point 
Advocacy Services for its annual gala. The 
2026 Boots n Bling Gala will take place at 
the Innsbrook Aspen Center. This event is 
the organization's biggest fundraiser each 
year. The evening will feature a social 
hour, dinner, dessert, and dancing. Tickets 
cost $100 per person, and tables are also 
available. For more details or to purchase tickets or tables, 
visit turningpointdvs.com or call 636-456-1186.

Turning Point Advocacy Services is a nonprofit organization 
providing emergency shelter and other supportive services 
to survivors of domestic and sexual violence, stalking, and 
human trafficking. Hundreds of women and children in the 
community rely on Turning Point shelters as they rebuild 
their lives. The staff offers survivors court advocacy, counseling, 
employment help, affordable housing, occupational therapy, 
and additional support.

If you'd like to contribute to this year's gala, consider 
becoming an event sponsor or underwriting donor, donating 
a silent or live auction item or experience, or attending the 
event. If you have questions about sponsorship opportunities 
or auction items, contact Susan at hladkysusan@gmail.com 
or call 636-795-2675.

Thank you in advance for your support.

Saturday, April 11, Songwriters In The 
Round at 7 p.m. This is a free event, but 
donations are welcome. Join The Harmonie for 
an intimate evening celebrating songwriters 
and the stories behind their songs, featuring 
Dave Henson, Mike Heeter, and Justin Collie.

Saturday, April 18, Augusta Ramble 
Concert Series presents Javier Mendoza, aka Hobo Cane, 
at 7 p.m. Tickets are $25. This genre-defying artist has written 
for global icons like Enrique Iglesias and Ricky Martin, but his 
true magic lies in the music he creates from the heart. Hobo 
Cane has released four albums under his new artistic name 
and many others under the Javier Mendoza Band.

Saturday, May 16, Augusta Ramble Concert Series 
presents 4&20 Crosby, Stills, Nash & Young 
Tribute at 7 p.m. Tickets are $30. This is a 
group you don't want to miss! From their 
pristine harmonies to the fiery exchange 
between guitarists John Mondin and Scott 
Nienhaus, it recalls the great repartee between 
Stills and Young on 4 Way Street.

Saturday, October 24, Augusta Ramble Concert Series 
presents Kingdom Brothers at 7 p.m. Tickets are $25. 
Kingdom Brothers bring their soulful blend of blues, R&B, 
and gospel from St. Louis, delivering a powerful sound with 
a message of hope. Their internationally acclaimed guitar 
and vocals have lit up stages from the Midwest to Australia. 
Featured artists at The National Blues Museum. Doors open 
at 6:15.

Venue Rental - The Harmonie is a memorable location 
for weddings and events. To learn more about the venue, 
visit theharmonie.org/rental.

To buy tickets or for more information, visit 
theharmonie.org. See the enclosed flyer for details.  details.  
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New Melle Community Blood Drive 
March 18

The American Red Cross will host a New Melle Community 
blood drive at New Melle Sports and Rec, 4700 Hwy Z, on 
Wednesday, March 18, from 12 to 5 p.m. Call 1-800-REDCROSS 
(1-800-733-2767) or visit RedCrossBlood.org and enter 
'NewMelleCom' to schedule an appointment.

Donating blood is a simple act with a lifesaving impact. 
One donation can help up to three patients in need of whole 
blood, platelets, or plasma, and the process takes about an 
hour from start to finish. Because blood cannot be manufactured 
and must come from volunteer donors, your donation directly 
helps keep our community’s blood supply strong and ready 
when every second counts..

 Community Art Event Hosted By 
Crossroads Arts Council March 21

The Crossroads Art Council in 
Wentzville is hosting a special 
community event at St. Gianna 
Catholic Church Hall, 450 East Hwy 
N, Wentzville, on Saturday, March 
21, from 1 to 4 p.m.

Spend the afternoon getting 
creative with acclaimed visiting 
artist Michael Albert, known for his 
bold recycled-material collages! 
Learn his innovative technique and 
create your own one-of-a-kind 
collage using everyday food boxes.

The event is for ages 12 and up and costs $25 per person. 
Materials are provided—just bring extra bright-colored food 
boxes (cereal, cracker, cookie boxes, etc.). Sign up online: 
www.crossroadsartscouncil.org. To learn more about the 
artist, visit www.michaelalbert.com.

Come create, connect, and turn everyday packaging into 
art! Space is limited—register early!

Who Qualifies For RECA 
Compensation?

The Radiation Exposure Compensation Act (RECA) provides 
compensation to people who developed certain radiation-
related illnesses after exposure from U.S. atmospheric nuclear 
testing, uranium work, or proximity to Manhattan Project waste.

To qualify in the St. Louis area, eligibility is based largely 
on where you lived, worked, or went to school, as well as 
your health history.

You must have spent at least two years after January 1, 
1949, in one of the covered ZIP codes near sites such as West 
Lake Landfill, Coldwater Creek, and Weldon Spring. The 
current expansion includes 21 ZIP codes: 63031, 63033, 63034, 
63042, 63043, 63044, 63045, 63074, 63102, 63114, 63121, 
63134, 63135, 63138, 63140, 63145, 63147, 63304, 63341, 
63367, and 63368.

If a qualified individual has died, certain surviving family 
members may still be able to receive compensation on their 
behalf. To learn more, visit reca.justice.gov. The deadline to 
file is December 31, 2027.
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Experience The Augusta Plein Air Art 
Festival April 26 - May 2

The Augusta Plein Air Art Festival invites the public to 
witness over 100 artists create unique works of art in various 
outdoor locations, including landmarks, wineries, and historic 
sites, from April 26 to May 1, 2026. 

Artists will be spread across Defiance, New Melle, and 
Augusta, capturing stunning scenes of the Missouri River 
bluffs, rolling hills, and whatever catches their eye. 

Artists of all skill levels are encouraged to participate. The 
festival offers artists a chance to showcase their work, develop 
their skills, and connect with fellow artists. A single registration 
fee covers the entire festival, with additional fees for workshops 
and private estate events.

For art lovers, the festival is an opportunity to explore 
the scenic beauty of 
Missouri wine country. 
Visitors can watch artists 
at work and purchase 
pieces right from the 
easel. The festival caters to 
everyone, whether you are 
a serious collector or 
simply enjoy art. At the 
end of each day, 
completed pieces will be 
exhibited and available 
for purchase at The 
Harmonie, 5333 
Hackman Rd, Augusta. 

The festival will culminate at the Final Art Awards and 
sale on May 2, in the Augusta Town Square. Attendees can 
enjoy shopping for art, sampling local wines and spirits, and 
indulging in delicious street food, all while listening to live 
music.

Be sure to check the Daily Events Schedule for updates 
on activities and workshops. To view the schedule, register, 
and for announcements, visit augustapleinair.com or their 
Facebook page at Augusta Plein Air Art Festival. 

Winners from the 2025 Augusta Plein Air Art Festival 
(L-R) Artists’ Choice – Carlos Maldonado for “Old Standard 
Station”; Best of Show – Paul Schaefer for “Rainbow Waters” and
People’s Choice – Kathy Morrison for “Big Ole Blue.”

WCHS General Membership Meeting 
With Rev. Barry Freese, March 17

The Wentzville 
Community Historical 
Society (WCHS) will hold its 
General Membership 
Meeting on Tuesday, March 
17, at the Wentzville 
Community Club, 500 W 
Main Street. Doors open at 
6 p.m. The buffet dinner 
begins at 6:30 p.m, and the 
program starts at 
approximately 7:15 pm.

Valenti's Market and Catering will offer a buffet-style meal. 
Please order if you’d like to eat. You do not need to purchase 
dinner to attend. The buffet dinner costs $20. For dinner 
reservations, please contact Bill Vehige at 636-272-5506 by 
Thursday, March 12, or email WentzvilleCHS@mail.com. In 
your email, put Meal Reservation in the subject line. In the 
body of the email, state the number of reservations needed 
and the names of each individual.

March’s guest speaker, Rev. Barry Freese, will share the 
story of his grandfather, George Freese. A Ford dealer, mechanic, 
insurance agent, and more. George is perhaps best remembered 
for the eclectic “treasures” that filled several of his lots around 
town. Rev. Freese will reflect on his grandfather’s life and 
offer a firsthand look at what it was like growing up with a 
collector and local legend for a granddad.

Bring your friends and neighbors – everyone is welcome.  

 During the 2025 Augusta Plein Air Art 
Festival, Allison Laupp found the 
perfect spot at New Melle Lakes Park. 
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Upcoming Events And Daily Cruises 
On The Miss Augusta

Sit back, relax, and let us do the rest while you enjoy the 
sights and sounds of the Missouri River. Miss Augusta sails 
daily from her dock at Klondike Park Boat Ramp – conveniently 
located near the Augusta Wineries. Enjoy beverages from 
either of two full-service bars and unwind as you cruise the 
Missouri River. Cruises are available with lunch, dinner, or 
hors d'oeuvres.

Whether you are joining us for one of our daily cruises, 
special events or have planned your private event, you are 
bound to have a first-class, unforgettable experience.

Celebrate St. Patrick's Day on Miss 
Augusta - Saturday, March 14 and 
Tuesday, March 17  

Take part in the evening cruise on 
March 14 from 5 to 7 p.m and a day cruise 
on March 17 from 12 to 2 p.m.

Both cruises will feature an Irish-
themed menu: Corned Beef and Cabbage, 
Irish Flag Clementine Cucumber Salad, 
Baby Red Bliss Potatoes, Garlic Roasted 
Carrots, and Bailey's Irish Cream Mousse 
Parfait. Wear your green!

Sip & See Cruise on Sunday, March 29
Spring is here, the perfect time for an afternoon cruise 

that sets sail at 3 p.m. This 2-hour tour offers beautiful views 
of the Missouri River and hors d'oeuvres, while you sample 
an array of wines from the Hoffmann Family of Companies. 
Winemakers will join the cruise and go into detail on the 
winemaking process. 

To learn more or make reservations, visit 
missaugustaboat.com or call 636-466-9754. See the ad on 
page 4.

We ask that all guests park at Mount Pleasant Estates 
Winery, located at 5634 High Street, Augusta, MO 63332. A 
complimentary shuttle will depart promptly 45 minutes before 
cruise time to bring all guests to the boat.

Thank You From Karen Belker
I truly appreciate the 

incredible work of the New 
Melle Fire Department and 
the dedicated responders 
from the Wentzville Fire 
Protection District, Augusta 
Fire Protection District, and 
St. Charles County 
Ambulance District who 
responded to my home early 
on February 5 during a house 
fire. Their professionalism and skill were exemplary, and I am 
deeply grateful for their efforts in saving my home and treasured 
belongings.

A heartfelt thank you also goes to Paramedic Andy for his 
care and for insisting that I stay in the ambulance until my 
son arrived. Thank you to his partner for his kindness and for 
offering me water. 

This community truly is something special. 
Sincerely
Karen Belker
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March Events At Hoffmann 
Hillermann Nursery In Washington

Hoffmann-Hillermann Nursery and 
Florist is offering the following events in 
March. To register for one of the following 
events, visit hoffmannhillermann.com or 
call 626-239-6729. All classes are at the 
Hoffmann-Hillermann Nursery and Florist, 
located at 2601 E Fifth St, Washington, MO.  
See the ad on page 7.

March 7 (Sat): Orchid Kokedama 
Open Terrarium - (11 a.m.) Make a fun, modern and unique 
terrarium! We will help you create an open terrarium with a 
miniature blooming orchid hanging kokedama! We will discuss 
care tips during the class. $50.00 

March 14 (Sat): Shake Your Shamrocks Planter - (11 
a.m.) Create a cute planter to get your home ready for St. 
Patrick’s Day! Bring in an old shoe, and we will help you turn 
it into a festive shamrock planter. $35.00

March 21 (Sat): Dried Flower Mini Wreath - (11 a.m.) 
This wreath will make a perfect and delicate decoration for 
your home. We will use an assortment of dried flowers to 
create an adorable mini wreath. $25.00

March 28 (Sat): Succulent Twig Cross - (11 a.m.) This 
will make a beautiful and decorative piece to display for Palm 
Sunday and Easter. We will show you how to make a simple 
twig cross and attach live succulents to it. $40.00

Sign up for e-mail updates and get an email listing 
obituary notices and other news articles that were 

posted the previous day at BooneCountryConnection.com

Mark your calendars! The beloved New 
Melle Festival returns June 11–13 at New 
Melle Sports and Rec. For decades, this 
community tradition has brought together 
vendors, a top carnival company, live bands, 
a parade, and plenty of family fun. Enjoy the 
famous New Melle Gizzards, a variety of 
foods, the beer garden, rides, and live 
entertainment all weekend long.

June 11, Thursday – Family Night Kickoff: A family-
friendly evening featuring many free activities, including a 
magic show, emergency vehicles from the St. Charles County 
Police, Ambulance Departments, and New Melle Fire District, 
balloon artists, agri-land, the Little Miss and Mister Contest, 
and more kid-friendly activities.

June 12, Friday: The festival continues with a beer garden, 
live music, and the crowning of the New Melle Festival Queen.

June 13, Saturday: Don’t miss the annual parade, a 
cornhole tournament, a baby contest, and more live 
entertainment. Local groups, organizations, churches, and 
businesses are encouraged to enter a float—gather your 
friends, get creative, and join in the fun!

More details will be posted at newmellesportsandrec.com 
and on the New Melle Sports and Rec Facebook page. For 
vendor inquiries or questions, call 636-828-5158 or email 
office@newmellesportsandrec.com.

The New Melle Festival is organized and run by a large 
crew of dedicated volunteers each year. The proceeds support 
New Melle Sports and Rec and the youth sports programs 
and events they provide each year for our community.  

Save The Date - New Melle Festival 
June 11, 12, & 13
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St. John's UCC Cappeln, 60 St. Johannes Lane
Palm Sunday at 10:15 a.m.
Good Friday at 7 p.m.
Easter Sunday at 10:15 a.m. 
Shiloh UMC, 1515 Hwy T, Foristell
Easter Sunday at 10 a.m.
St. Paul's UCC, 150 Defiance Rd, Defiance
Maundy Thursday at 7 p.m.
Good Friday at Emmanuel UCC, Weldon Spring
Easter Sunday Sunrise Service at 7 a.m. with communion. 
Full breakfast, egg and scavenger hunt after the service. 
Ebenezer UCC, 5543 Walnut Street, Augusta
Easter Sunday at 9 a.m. 
Christ Lutheran Church, 123 Church Street, Augusta
Every Wednesday during Lent at 7 p.m.
Easter Sunday at 10 a.m. 
St. Paul's UCC, 103 S 2nd Street, Marthasville
Good Friday at 7 p.m.
Easter Sunday at 9:30 a.m.
Immanuel Lutheran Church, 632 E Hwy N, Wentzville
Wednesdays During Lent: Feb 25, Mar 4, 11, 18 & 25, services 
at 3:45 p.m. and 6:45 p.m. Lenten meal between services. 
Good Friday at 3:45 p.m. and 6:45 p.m.
Maundy Thursday at 6:45 p.m. 
Easter at 6:30 a.m., 8 a.m., 9:30 a.m. and 11 a.m. 
Immanuel Lutheran Church - St. Paul's Campus, 150 W 
Hwy D, New Melle 
Good Friday at 3:45 p.m. 
Easter at 9:30 a.m. 
Immaculate Heart of Mary, 8 W Hwy D, New Melle
Palm Sunday at 7:30 and 10 a.m. 
Holy Thursday at 7 p.m. Mass of the Lord's Supper
Good Friday: Confession at 12 p.m., The Lord's Passion at 3 
p.m. and Stations of the Cross at 7 p.m. 
Holy Saturday at 8 p.m. Easter Vigil  
Easter Sunday at 7:30 and 10 a.m Masses
Immaculate Conception, 5912 S Hwy 94, Augusta
Palm Sunday at 8 a.m.
Good Friday at noon, Stations of the Cross
Easter Sunday at 8 a.m.
St. Vincent de Paul, 13497 S Hwy 94, Dutzow
Palm Sunday at 10:30 a.m. 
Holy Thursday at 7 p.m., Mass of the Lord’s Supper
Holy Saturday at 8 p.m. Easter Vigil
Easter Sunday at 10:30 a.m. 
St. Ignatius, 19127 Mill Rd, Marthasville
Good Friday at 7 p.m. Passion of the Lord
Easter Morning at 9 a.m. 

 2026 Lent and Easter Dates
March 29 - Palm Sunday

April 2 - Maundy Thursday
April 3 - Good Friday

April 4 - Holy Saturday
April 5 - Easter

Area Lenten and Easter ServicesThe Augusta History Museum 
Upcoming Events 

The Augusta History Museum volunteers invite you to 
join them at their many upcoming events this year. The 
museum is located at 275 Webster Street.  

March 10: Live Tell It Like It Was Series (TILIW) with 
guest Jane Leesmann at The Harmonie, 5333 Hackman 
Rd. Doors open at 6 p.m., event starts at 6:30 p.m. This is 
a free event, held on the 2nd Tuesday of 
the month. Join host Angela Stephens as 
she speaks with guest Jane Leesmann, 
returning after her 2019 interview. Jane 
was once the owner of the White House 
Tavern and the Katy Kanteen. Everyone is 
welcome to attend. If you would like to 
view Jane’s first interview or one of the 
many others, visit 
augustamomuseum.com.

Game Night , March 22 at The Harmonie, 5333 Hackman 
Rd, from 3 to 10 p.m. Entry is $5, all proceeds go to the 
Augusta History Museum. Bring your family and come play 
some games. Bring your own or use ours. We'll have light 
snacks and an open bar.  

“Don’t Let The Flame Go Out-Legacy Award”: April 14, 
doors open at 6 p.m., event 
starts at 6:30 p.m. 

This is a free event. April's 
Tell It Like It Was (TILIW) will 
serve as the platform for the 
annual "Don't Let The Flame 
Go Out-Legacy Award" at The 
Harmonie, 5333 Hackman Rd. 
Mark your calendar, this year's 
recipient is Bob Struckhoff. 

This award highlights a specific person in Augusta who 
has performed tremendous acts of service for the town, 
inspiring locals and younger generations to never let the 
volunteer "flame" go out.  Come celebrate with Bob, shake 
his hand and thank him for his hard work.  We will highlight 
the different roles Bob has played in Augusta and what they 
have meant for our community.   

May 2, Annual Plant Sale from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.at the 
Augusta History Museum, Stop by during the Augusta Plein 
Air Art Festival. 

June 14, Volkfest at The Harmonie from 1 to 4 pm. Join 
the community for a German Dinner. 

September 13, Kids Day at the museum from 1 to 4 
p.m. Enjoy kids' activities and museum tours. During the 
event, the Journey for a Charity Tractor Cruise will pass by 
the museum. Bring your canned good donations.  
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March Conservation Corner: 
Almost A Miracle
By Dan Zarlenga, Missouri Department of Conservation

As Missouri’s waters thaw in 
March’s warming temperatures 
and swell with early spring rains, 
tiny creatures begin performing 
what looks like a miracle.. They 
walk on water!

It’s not really a miracle 
though—it’s science.

If you’ve ever paid attention 
to the surface of ponds, lakes, 
creeks, streams, or rivers, you’ve 
probably seen them. Water 
striders are insects that walk on 
water. There are many species of 
water striders in North America, but the most common one 
found throughout the Show-Me-State is the large water strider. 
They have elongated bodies, dark brown to black in color, 
often marked with a white or silvery stripe along each side. 
Their legs are long and thin, and spread far apart from their 
bodies.

So just how do water striders appear to defy physics? The 
secret is in those long legs. If you could examine one through 
a microscope, you’d see they’re completely covered in very 
tiny hairs called microsetae. These hairs repel water. Air is 
trapped in this hair layer, keeping the legs dry despite being 
in direct contact with the water.

Water and other liquids possess a quality called surface 
tension, in which the surface acts like a stretched elastic 

membrane. It’s caused by cohesive forces between the liquid 
molecules and creates something like a skin on the water’s 
surface. If something breaks this “skin”, it sinks. Since the water 
strider does not disrupt the water’s surface tension, it’s able 
to walk right on top of it. The wide stance of its legs and even 
weight distribution aids in the water strider’s ability to resist 
gravity.

Look closely, and you’ll see small dimples under the strider’s 
feet, indications the insect is displacing the water but not 
piercing the surface tension. They can move swiftly too, with 
some water striders able to propel themselves at 100 body 
lengths per second.

This is a unique ability that most land-based insects don’t 
have. And the predatory water striders take advantage of it! If 
a hapless bug falls into the water, unlike the water strider, it 
must struggle to keep itself from sinking. The ripples created 
by this struggle capture the strider’s attention and create a 
bullseye that it can zero in on.

Upon reaching its helpless prey, the water strider uses a 
sharp, straw-like mouth part to pierce the unfortunate insect. 
The strider deposits enzymes that melt the insides of the victim 
and it is then able to slurp up the nutrients like an insect 
smoothie. If the kill is especially large, you might see several 
water striders dining at the same time!

But life is not all about gliding effortlessly around for the 
water strider. These predators are preyed upon too. Birds and, 
occasionally, frogs and turtles, dine on them. But water striders 
are not on the menu for fish, who find the leggy insects distasteful.

While water striders can’t heal diseases, feed the masses, 
or turn water into wine, they can seem to perform a miracle by 
walking on water. Once we look a bit closer though, science 
shows us something even more fascinating.

The strider is not defying nature — it is obeying it perfectly.

A water strider suspends itself, 
as if by magic, on the surface 
of the water. Photo by Jim 
Rathert.
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Women Legislators of MO Scholarship 
Opportunity for Young Women

The Women Legislators of Missouri (WLM) Caucus, a 
bipartisan group of women House and Senate members, has 
announced its annual education scholarship program for 
female high school seniors. The WLM scholarship program 
was established to support the higher education goals of 
female high school seniors. Each year, the program awards 
$1,000 scholarships to female seniors to offset their college 
and post-secondary education costs.

The application period is now open through March 23, 
2026. The link to the application is available at My Scholarship 
Central, myscholarshipcentral.org. Applicants must be female, 
a Missouri high school senior, a U.S. citizen, and set to graduate 
from a public or private high school or homeschool in 2026. 

Cuivre River Electric Coop "Operation 
Round Up" Scholarship Program   

Cuivre River Electric 
Cooperative is now accepting 
scholarship applications from 
graduating high school seniors, 
current college students and adults pursuing continuing 
education in their chosen career fields.

Eligible applicants must permanently reside within the 
cooperative’s service area and maintain a minimum 2.5 GPA 
while enrolled in undergraduate coursework at an accredited 
college, university or technical school.

The application deadline is April 10, 2026. Applications 
must be submitted online at cuivre.com/scholarships. 

In addition to meeting GPA standards, students must 
submit a transcript, two letters of recommendation, a complete 
Student Aid Report (SAR), and a written narrative highlighting 
academic achievements, community service, career goals 
and financial need.

Scholarships are awarded in amounts up to $1,000 per 
academic year, with a lifetime maximum of $3,000 per student. 
Awards are nonrenewable, and applicants wishing to be 
considered in future years must submit a new application 
annually.

For more information, contact Operation Round Up 
Coordinator Tim Schmidt at tschmidt@cuivre.com or 636-
695-4837.

Greater Augusta Chamber of 
Commerce Offering Plein Air 
Scholarships

The Augusta Chamber of Commerce plans to award two 
$1,000 scholarships for the 2026-2027 school year. Proceeds 
from the Augusta Plein Air Art Festival fund the scholarships. 
They can be applied to any degree program at an accredited 
technical, vocational, college, or university program. The 
scholarship is non-renewable and for a one-year term only. 
Past recipients are invited to reapply.

Eligibility requirements:
- Applicant must be a resident of the Augusta ZIP code 

(63332), Dutzow, or Defiance, and reside in the Washington 
School District.

- Grade point average must be at least 2.5 (high school 
and college).

- Must be enrolled full-time (at least 12 hours per semester).
- Students must provide proof of enrollment.
Application Deadline: April 2, 2026
Application forms are available at the St. Charles City 

County Library in Augusta, Washington High School, and St. 
Francis Borgia High School. You can access a digital copy at 
boonecountryconnection.com. If you have any questions, 
call Shawna Wheeler at 636-236-9870.

PSB Bank Annual Scholarship 
Program

PSB Bank will award $1,000 
scholarships to fifteen students, 
with one scholarship in each of 
several school districts. The 
following districts in our area are included:

• Seniors residing in the New Melle Fire Protection District 
attending a private high school or attending Francis Howell 
High School

• Seniors attending Lutheran St. Charles High School
*Children of bank employees are eligible to apply.
Program Guidelines & Priorities: The program is open 

to graduating seniors with a record of volunteerism in the 
community through non-school-sponsored activities and 
participation in extracurricular school activities. Applicants 
must plan to attend a 2- or 4-year college, a technical school, 
or a trade school. The application deadline is April 3, by 4 
p.m. Late applications are not accepted.

The applications will be reviewed and recipients selected 
by a committee consisting of volunteers from PSB. The 
scholarships will be awarded in May 2026. Please submit any 
questions to: scholarships@ourpsb.com or call 573-352-4470.

MAIL COMPLETE APPLICATION PACKAGE TO THE 
COMMITTEE AT: Scholarship Committee, c/o PSB Bank, P.O. 
Box 528, Hermann, MO 65041-0528 OR EMAIL: 
scholarships@ourpsb.com.

To access the form, visit boonecountryconnection.com 
and click on the PSB Bank Scholarship story. 

New Melle Chamber of Commerce 
Scholarship Program

The New Melle Chamber of Commerce 
2026 Scholarship Program deadline is April 6. 
To qualify, applicants must live within the 
New Melle Fire Protection District; check your 
eligibility at newmellefire.org/district-map if 
unsure. 

Eligible applicants include graduating 
seniors and those attending two-year or four-
year colleges, as well as technical or trade 
schools, provided they are enrolled full-time for the fall of 2026. 

For more information and to apply, visit the New Melle 
Chamber of Commerce website at newmellechamber.com, 
click the “Community” tab, or scan the QR code.
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Community Input Wanted For New 
Mural At The Quarry

Coming soon to The Quarry, 3960 Hwy Z, a new event 
space, New Melle Gardens. This outdoor addition will host a 
30x24 band stage, turf gathering space, pavilions, outdoor 
seating, sand volleyball courts, and various outdoor activities 
for all ages. While the garden layout is still being finalized, 
the stage will be the centerpiece, featuring a mural backdrop. 
The mural should capture what you think represents the spirit 
of the New Melle Community. 

This new outdoor space is in addition to the current 
restaurant and patio, The Twisted Barrel. The Quarry will now 
offer two unique venues in one convenient location.

The deadline for submissions is March 20, and the top 
three ideas will be open for community voting in the coming 
months.

Thank you to everyone for contributing ideas to help us 
create a welcoming mural to New Melle.

Rob Roddy and Matt Meier, Owners
thequarrystl.com
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AREA FISH FRY FRIDAYS

Christ Lutheran, 123 Church Rd, Augusta: March 6 and 20:
Dinners served from 5 to 7:30 p.m. and cost $15, dine-in 

or carry-out. 
Meals include fish, coleslaw, potato chips, mac and cheese, 

applesauce and dessert. See the ad on page 7.

Ebenezer UCC, 5543 Walnut St, Augusta: 
 March 13 & 27

Dinners are served from 5 to 7 p.m. and cost $16 for adults, 
$8 for children ages 3 to 11, and free for children under 3. 

Meals include fish, hush puppies, veg. spaghetti, veg. 
beans, slaw, bread/butter, desserts, iced tea and lemonade. 
See the enclosed flyer for details. 

Marthasville Community Club, 601 1st Street, Marthasville: 
March 6 and April 3. The season will end with the April 
Dinner.  

Dinner served from 4 to 7 p.m. Dine-in dinners are all-you-
can-eat and cost $15 for adults, $8 for kids aged 6-12, and 
children five and under eat for free. All carry-out meals are $15. 

Meals include fish, chicken, mashed potatoes with gravy, 
a choice of vegetables, applesauce or coleslaw, and dessert. 

For your convenience, a drive-thru is available for carry-
out orders. Marthasville Community Club dinners can be 
purchased with cash, debit, or credit. All proceeds benefit the 
Community Club.

New Melle VFW, Post 5651, 555 Foristell Rd, New Melle: 
Fridays Through March 27

Dinners are all-you-can-eat from 5 to 8 p.m. (or the fish 
runs out) and cost $16 for adults and $8 for children. See the 
enclosed flyer for details. 

St. Vincent de Paul, 13495 S Hwy 94, Dutzow: March 20
Dinner is served from 4 to 7 p.m. and cost $15 for adults, 

$6 for children 6 to 11, and is free for those under 6. All carry-
outs are $15. 

Meals include fish, vegetable lasagna, mashed potatoes, 
stewed tomatoes, green beans, corn coleslaw, applesauce 
and dessert. Proceeds from the fish fry benefits St. Ignatius 
School and are sponsored by Fr. Berten's Council 1927 Knights 
of Columbus. 

Immaculate Heart of Mary Church, 8 W Hwy D, New Melle: 
Fridays through March 27

Dinners served from 4 to 7 p.m., dine-in or carry-out and 
cost $16 for adults and for kids ages 6 to 12 are $9. Under 6 
are free.  

Meals include fish, french fries, green beans, coleslaw, 
hushpuppies, mac and cheese, pasta con broccoli, applesauce, 
tea, coffee, and lemonade.  Volunteer and receive $5 off your 
meal. See the enclosed flyer for details.
Bavarian Smoke Haus, 4695 Hwy Z, New Melle

Fish and Shrimp with sides on Fridays during Lent. 

MDC Pond Mgmt Workshop March 26 
Having a pond on your property can enhance its natural 

appeal and bring opportunities for fishing and wildlife watching. 
For landowners who want to build a new pond or manage 
an existing pond on their property, the Missouri Department 
of Conservation (MDC) is here to help.

MDC invites landowners to attend a free Pond Management 
workshop in Warren County on Thursday, March 26, from 6 
to 9 p.m. at the Warren County Extension Office, located at 
107 W Walton Street in Warrenton.  The workshop is free.

Participants will learn directly from MDC experts in fisheries 
management. The workshop is designed to cover a wide 
variety of topics, including site selection, pond construction, 
fish stocking, fish habitat and management, controlling 
aquatic vegetation and pond watersheds, maintenance tips, 
and dealing with nuisance wildlife. 

Advanced online registration is required at 
short.mdc.mo.gov/ow7.

New Melle "Paint Out" April 30, 
Chamber Looking For Unique Spots 
For Artists 

Artists from the Augusta Plein Air Festival will be in New 
Melle for a “Paint Out” on Thursday, April 30. From 1 to 5:30 
p.m., artists will paint scenes and landmarks in town, then 
gather for judging, a pop-up gallery and sale, and a reception 
hosted at The Twisted Barrel at The Quarry, 3960 Hwy. Z. 
Paintings created during the day, along with additional pieces, 
will be on display and available for purchase.

Everyone in the community is encouraged to visit with 
the artists as they paint and to attend the reception. Judging 
begins at about 5:30 p.m., and awards are announced at 
about 6 p.m. PSB Bank is the New Melle Paint Out sponsor 
and will provide a $500 purchase prize to a winning artist. 

Approximately 70 artists are expected to participate. 
Don’t miss this wonderful opportunity to view and purchase 
professional-quality original artwork depicting scenes from 
our local community. Come early to see the artwork as it is 
turned in, and enjoy a lovely evening at The Quarry. 

NOTE: Area Residents Can Invite Artists to Their 
Property

Do you have a spectacular view, silos, barns, animals, a 
classic car or tractor, or other unique features that would be 
beautifully captured on canvas? If so, you can invite the artists 
to paint at your property. Contact Sharon Duggan with the 
New Melle Chamber of Commerce at 636-795-5844 or 
newmellechamber@gmail.com. Sign up by April 16! The 
location must be within a 5-mile radius of City Hall.  

Denny Dowdy, painting his PSB Sponsor's Choice 
Winner, "New Melle" at the 2025 New Melle Paint Out. 

To Read This Month's 
"Best Of Augusta" Photo Tips 

By Gay Eskew
On Using The Color Wheel 

To Enhance Your Photos
visit, 

BooneCountryConnection.com
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Read news throughout the month and enjoy 
additional articles at BooneCountryConnection.com.  

Sign up for e-mail updates and get an email 
listing obituary notices and other news 

articles that were posted the previous day.

@DefianceMissouri on Facebook. 
Before and after the parade, there will be vendors, live 

music at various locations throughout the day, food trucks, 
drink tents, and other fun activities. Interested in being a 
vendor? Scan the QR code on the flyer or go to defiancemo.com. 

The parade starts at noon at Defiance 
Ridge Vineyards and marches through 
downtown. Join in the fun as a spectator or 
enter the parade; this is a perfect chance to 
show Irish pride, community spirit, or promote 
your business. Dogs and pet entries should 
meet at Good News Brewing. Horses, walking 
parties and all other parade entries should 
meet at Defiance Ridge Vineyards. 

Prizes will be awarded to one winner in 
the following categories: Best Float, ATV/Golf Cart, Pet, and 
Vintage Cars (pre-1960 and post-1960). Scan the QR code for 
registration and detailed instructions.

In the mood for some Irish Stew? St. Paul's UCC in Defiance 
will be serving Irish Stew and soda bread for $7 a bowl, across 
the street from the Mason's Lot, while supplies last. Look for 
the signs.

Please be aware that Hwy 94 will be closed during the 
parade, and all parking in Defiance requires a minimum 
donation of $5. Parking is available on Lee Street, at St. Paul's 
UCC Church, Beyond The Trail RV Park, the In-Town Parking 
Lot, and on Darst Bottoms Road. Pay by cash, or scan the QR 
code beforehand to pay by card. We look forward to celebrating 
with you! 

The Defiance Merchants Association appreciates your 
participation in making this St. Patrick's Day Festival a success! 
See the enclosed flyer for details and QR Codes.

Defiance St. Patrick's Day Parade . . .from Page 1

Parade and 
parking QR Code.  

Passion Play . . . From page 1 
• Saturday, March 21, at 7 p.m.
• Sunday, March 22, at 2 p.m. and 4:30 p.m. 
• Saturday, March 28, at 7 p.m.
 • Sunday, March 29, at 2 p.m. and 4:30 p.m.
Mark your calendars and don't miss this year’s performance. 

All denominations are welcome to attend. You will not be 
disappointed. 

To all the individuals and families who donate their time 
and talents and have worked tirelessly over the years to put 
on this outstanding performance, thank you! A special thanks 
to the many volunteers and to Paul Mittler, who is the driving 
force behind the entire production every year. From scheduling 
rehearsals to building the set and hanging the lights, to buying 
and maintaining equipment, to breaking it all down and 
storing the props, Paul is there directing the volunteers and 
making it happen. 

Thanks also to New Melle Sports and Rec for providing 
the facility each year so we all have the opportunity to enjoy 
this beautiful production. It is truly a labor of love, and 
everyone’s efforts are appreciated!

Large groups can reserve seating, call 636 384 0576 or 
email nmpassion@gmail.com.  Please see the enclosed flyer. 
For updates and information, follow on Facebook @New Melle 
Community Passion Play. See the enclosed flyer. 

New Melle Easter Egg Hunt...from Page 1 

The NMCC and its volunteers will be ready at 9 a.m. to 
welcome you. Be sure to register, then enjoy drinks for kids, 
coffee, and donuts. Please allow enough time to reach the 
field by 10 a.m. sharp. See the enclosed flyer. 

This free event is for children ages 0 to 10. The NMCC 
encourages everyone to arrive early. The egg hunts will be 
organized by age group, starting with the youngest. The hunts 
proceed quickly, one after the other. After the children's hunt, 
adults are invited to join the 9th Annual Adult Hunt (18 and 
over) at approximately 10:45 a.m. Entry is $10. All proceeds 
from this hunt will benefit the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation.

If you, your organization, or business would like to support 
this cherished community event, please contact the NMCC 
at newmellechamber@gmail.com or Sharon Duggan at 636-
795-5844. The Chamber is seeking volunteers, prize or cash 
donations, and candy (small wrapped pieces for the eggs) 
that can be dropped off at PSB Bank, the New Melle Fire 
Station #1, or at the March 6 Chamber Meeting. 

We look forward to celebrating this fun-filled New Melle 
tradition with you and your family—see you at the hunt! 
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Sign up for email Updates at 
www.boonecountryconnection.com

Like The Boone Country Connection on Facebook!

The "Care for Colten" 
Fundraiser on Feb. 14th was a 
huge success. We very much 
appreciate all the prayers, 
donations and generosity. 

We especially want to 
recognize the IHM Knights of 
Columbus, amongst others, for 
their support. 

Colten is doing well and has a promising future ahead, 
thanks to the kindness of this great community we live in.

God bless all of you!
We sincerely thank you!
Josh, Ellie, Colten, Jerry, Janet and the Hespen family.

Thank You From The Hespen Family

Groundhog's Day At The Harmonie In 
Augusta
Submitted by Gay Eskew

On a brisk Monday morning, just after 
sunrise, Sir Gus Augustus, the esteemed 
groundhog, popped up. He handed the 
scroll containing his harvest prediction to 
one of the gathered officials, identified by 
their formal top hat. From the gazebo at 
The Harmonie, the words rang out to the 
community gathered together on February 
2, 2026:

“Underground from my burrow, I saw the roots of the 
vines I’ve been gnawing and testing, to see if they will produce 
the finest wines. After much deliberation, I’m afraid I must 
confess that this year’s grape harvest will be a bit of a mess. 
But do not fear, dear Augustans!  Please do not dismay! Instead, 
gather together and heed these words I say. For the heart of 
this town is not found in the quality of the wine, but rather in 
those you cheer, the loved ones with whom you spend your 
time. So while this harvest may not be the best we’ve ever 
had, still fill your glasses, make a toast, and together we’ll 
still be glad!” Thus sayeth Gus the Groundhog on February 
2, 2026.

Join us on February 2, 2027, at the gazebo at The Harmonie 
Gazebo around 7 a.m. at sunrise for the newest harvest 
prediction.
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Upcoming April 7 General Election 
Information

The following voter information is for the upcoming April 
7 General Election:
Absentee Voting is open at the Election Authority office, 8:30 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m., at 397 Turner Blvd., St. Peters, MO 63376.
March 11 – Last day to register to vote by 5 p.m. There are 
several ways to register. To learn how, visit sos.mo.gov/
elections/goVoteMissouri/register.
March 24 – No-Excuse Absentee Voting opens
March 25 – Last day to apply for an Absentee by Mail ballot 
by 5 p.m.
March 27 – Last day to file as a Write-In Candidate by 5 p.m.
April 4 – Election Authority open for No-Excuse Absentee 
Voting, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
April 6 – Last day for No-Excuse Absentee Voting at the Election 
Authority, 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
April 7 – Election Day: Polls open 6 a.m. to 7 p.m. To find your 
polling location, visit sccmo.org/2062/Polling-Place-Search.
To learn more about voting in St. Charles County, visit 
sccmo.org/410/Election-Authority.
Local Ballot Issues:

The Town of Augusta has two open Town Board positions 
on the ballot. Three candidates have registered: Richard J. 
Barton, Phillip Estes, and Randal Oaks. Get to know the 
candidates in the following article. 

Augusta Fire Protection District is seeking a four-year 
director; Joseph Struckhoff is the only candidate running. 
The district also has a proposition on the ballot asking voters 
in the Augusta Fire Protection District to approve a 1% sales 
tax to fund district operations, while requiring the district to 
reduce its property tax rate each year so that property tax 
revenue drops by an amount equal to 50% of the previous 
year’s sales tax collections.

The City of New Melle has three City Board positions on 
the ballot: Mayor Steve Burt, the incumbent, is running 
unopposed. Alderman Ward 1 - Samuel Cummings, a new 
candidate, is running unopposed. For Alderman of Ward 2 - 
David Gust is running unopposed after being appointed when 
Alderman Gary Schneider resigned from the Board last year.

New Melle Fire Protection District also has a proposition 
on the ballot asking voters in the New Melle Fire Protection 
District to approve a 1% sales tax to fund district operations, 
while requiring the district to reduce its property tax rate 
each year so that property tax revenue drops by an amount 
equal to 50% of the previous year’s sales tax collections.  

City of Foristell is seeking an Alderperson for Wards 1 
and 2. 

City of Dardenne Prairie is seeking an Aldermen in wards 

1, 2 and 3. The city is proposing a ballot measure that would 
establish a local use tax at the same rate as the city’s sales 
tax to boost funding for public safety, street maintenance, 
and other essential services, with the use tax rate automatically 
rising or falling if voters later change the sales tax rate.

A St. Charles County ballot measure, Prop RT,  would 
create a tax credit program to freeze eligible homeowners’ 
property tax bills at the amount they paid in the first year 
they qualify, as allowed under state law.

A St. Charles County Ambulance District ballot measure, 
Prop EMS, would add a 1% sales tax to fund the district, while 
requiring the district to cut its property tax each year by an 
amount equal to half of the previous year’s revenue from this 
new sales tax.

Check your school district for Board Member elections.

Get To Know Your Augusta Town 
Board Candidates

To better understand the candidates running for the 
Augusta Town Board, I asked the three candidates the following 
three questions:

1. Do you have any previous experience in city or county 
government or on other boards or committees?

2. What are some of the issues you think the Town of 
Augusta should focus on?

3. Tell us a little about yourself and any other thoughts, 
comments, or information you would like to share with 
voters.

Richard Barton
1. This April will mark my 14th year as Trustee of the Town 

of Augusta.
2. Previous meetings have consistently emphasized the 

need for better street repair, and this work is now in progress. 
3. My wife, Lois, and I have lived in Augusta for 26 years. 

I grew up most of my life in St. Louis, Missouri. I served in the 
U.S. Navy as a Radioman 2nd Class. I am retired but still work 
full-time as a desk security officer at a gated community. This 
April, I will be 73 years old.

Randal Oaks
1. I have served on the Augusta Town Board from 2022 

to the present, on the Ebenezer UCC Church Council, and on 
the Greater Augusta Chamber of Commerce Board for several 
years.

2. A. Preserve the unique character of Augusta as a 
community through cooperation with town citizens, businesses, 
and the county. This can be accomplished by identifying the 
community's assets and needs, recognizing citizens with 
particular skill sets, and supporting and encouraging them 
to take ownership of projects as team leaders.

B. Augusta has allocated funds and contracted with the 
SCC Road Board for desperately needed street repairs, but 
we must also find affordable ways to stimulate business 
growth and improve the quality of life.

To read the entire St. Charles 
County April 7 General Election Ballot, 
for exact wording, use the QR code 
or visit sccmo.org/DocumentCenter/
View/27829/20260407-Full-County-

Sample-Ballot

Continued on page 23
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quickly and effectively to emergencies. In addition, another 
new engine will be assigned to Station #1, replacing an older 

unit that was recently sold to another department.
The new addition to the building now serves as the staff’s 

living space, including a living room and TV area, a kitchen, 
a laundry room, bedrooms, and bathrooms. It also features 
a workout room, offices, and ample storage. The district found 
it cost-effective to have all stations share identical interior 
styles, including colors, tile, and flooring. The interior is nearly 
complete. Outdoorwork, concrete, signage and landscaping, 
still need to be completed. 

In the coming months, look for an open house 
announcement. The public will be invited to tour the building 
and meet the staff. Come see your tax dollars at work.

This station also has a few features that set it apart. Station 
#2 will have a Safe-Haven Baby Box installed, thanks to the 
volunteers of the IHM Marian Council. They are a group of 
dedicated women who uplift one another through social 
connections and meaningful activities that celebrate their 
faith. They provide financial support to those in need within 
our community and at Immaculate Heart of Mary (IHM) Parish. 
Safe Haven Baby Boxes offer a compassionate and secure 
option for mothers in crisis who are unable to care for their 
newborns. Designed with innovative safety features, these 
boxes are installed on the exterior walls of fire stations and 
hospitals. The exterior door locks automatically when a 
newborn is placed inside, and an interior door allows medical 
personnel to retrieve the baby promptly, ensuring immediate 
care.

Another unique aspect of this station is that it is designated 
as a Heavy Rescue Station. All personnel at this location are 
trained in specialized heavy-rescue operations, including 

rope, trench, boat, water, building collapse, and other heavy-
rescue operations. This training will continue thanks to the 
new Battalion Chief of Training, Scott Repke, who now calls 
Station #2 home. In his new role, Chief Repke will be responsible 
for upgrading and developing the training program, coordinating 
inspection activities, and leading the succession planning—
ensuring the continued strength and growth of the District 
for years to come. 

Covering 121 square miles and is the largest district in St. 
Charles County, geographically. Chief Casey emphasized the 

importance of this station. “It 
will reduce response times, 
provide the district with 
stronger, more balanced 
coverage, and put our 
firefighters closer to the 
people who need them most.”

Chief Casey added, “This 
opening represents years of 
planning, hard work, and 
support — from our 
firefighters, leadership, and 
especially our residents. 
Because of them, we’re able 
to put more boots on the 
ground, more apparatus in 
service, and deliver a higher 

level of protection to this 
community.”

As Station #2 begins its 
new chapter, the New Melle 
Fire Protection District stands 
ready to answer the call with 

more resources, enhanced training, and state-of-the-art tools 
to keep residents safe. Watch for details on the upcoming 
open house—and take the opportunity to meet the firefighters, 
tour the station, and see firsthand how your support is making 
a difference. Follow the New Melle Fire Protection District on 
Facebook for updates. See page 18 for the proposition on the 
April 7 ballot for the NMFPD.

Engine 34, the new firetruck at Station #2. 

The newly remodeled bay area, with new lockers and red tin 
walls. 

Firefighter-Paramedic Ryan 
Austin makes the first in-service 
call from New Melle Fire 
Protection District’s newly 
staffed Station #2.

New Melle Fire Station #2...from Page 1
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Betty A. Mallinckrodt  
Betty A. Mallinckrodt (née Thilking) 

of Augusta passed away on February 9, 
2026, at the age of 91. She was born on 
November 23, 1934, in Augusta, to the 
late Emmons and Anna Thilking (née: 
Holt.)

Betty was a lifetime member of 
Femme Osage UCC in Augusta and 
served as organist for 50 years. She loved 
playing various musical instruments, 
including the organ, piano, dulcimer, and 
guitar. She also loved crocheting, quilting, playing bingo, and 
playing cards with friends and family. Betty was a Red Hat 
Society member. She will be dearly missed by all who knew her.

Betty is survived by her son, Alan Mallinckrodt of Warrenton, 
and her daughter, Donna (Lawrence) Lamke of New Haven; 
five grandchildren, David Lamke, April Lamke, Susan Lamke, 
Joshua Mallinckrodt, and Micah Mallinckrodt; 9 great-
grandchildren; and 4 great-great-grandchildren. She was 
preceded in death by her parents, her husband, Herbert 
Mallinckrodt, and her brother, Wayne Thilking.

Betty's compassion, kind heart, and smile will be dearly 
missed by all who knew and loved her.

Visitation and Funeral: Friday, February 13, at Femme 
Osage United Church of Christ, 4360 Cappeln Osage Rd, 
Augusta, MO 63332.

Judy Moeller
Judith A. Moeller (née: Moehlmann), 

baptized with the hope of Christ’s 
resurrection, passed away peacefully on 
Sunday, February 15, 2026, at the age of 89, 
surrounded by her family.

She was born in St. Louis on January 
30, 1937, the daughter of the late Howard 
and Florence (née: Frye) Moehlmann. In 
1957, Judy married Edward Moeller, the 
love of her life. They celebrated 64 years of 
marriage before Ed’s passing in 2021.

Judy is survived by her loving children, David (Barbara) 
Moeller of Defiance, Christine (Donald) Berhorst of Genoa 
City, WI, Dennis (Donna) Moeller of St. Louis, and Kenneth 
(Jennifer) Moeller of Lake St. Louis. Proud grandmother to 
Jennifer (Joshua) Ellis, Emily Moeller, Jake Berhorst, Eric 
(Sarah) Berhorst, Scott (Amber) Berhorst, Ellen Moeller, the 
late Stephen Moeller, Rachel Moeller, Gabe (Emily) Moeller, 
and Nathan Moeller. Great-grandmother to Jordyn and Jarek 
Ellis, Braeden, Andrew, and Oliver Berhorst, Wyatt and Parker 
Berhorst, Jaxon, Levi, and Blair Moeller. The last of her 
generation, Judy is also survived by many nieces, nephews, 
cousins, extended family, and friends. She was preceded in 
death by her parents, Howard and Florence Moehlmann, and 
siblings Mary Frances (Levi) Pender, Vernon (Irene) Moehlman, 
Donald Moehlmann, and Carolyn (Donald) Nash.

Judy was a faithful and dedicated member of St. Martin 
De Porres Catholic Church in Hazelwood, where she was active 
in the Council of Catholic Women. In later years, she was a 
member of St. Ferdinand Catholic Church in Florissant, MO, 
and the Friday Lunch Club at Marygrove.

In her free time, Judy loved to sew quilts, was an avid 
reader, cared for her flowers, and enjoyed playing cards, 
dominoes, Mexican Train, and Bunco with friends. She took 
2-3 trips a year with family and friends. When not at home, 
she was shopping or at her weekly exercise classes, line 
dancing or holiday activities at Florissant’s JFK Community 
Center. Judy always helped family when needed and will be 
remembered for the love and special times shared with family 
and friends.

Judy’s family would like to thank Florissant Senior Citizen 
Services for their kindness over the years, as well as SSM 
Health St. Joseph Hospital, Lake Saint Louis for their care 
during Mom’s last illness.

Visitation: Friday, February 27, at Hutchens-Stygar Funeral 
& Cremation Center.

Funeral Mass: Saturday, February 28, at St. Ferdinand 
Catholic Church, Florissant, MO.

Memorials: Marygrove, 2705 Mullanphy Lane, Florissant, 
MO 63031, or to the charity of your choice are appreciated.

Virginia Ostmann (née: Fehr) of 
Foristell passed away on February 24, 
2026, at the age of 91. She is survived by 
her beloved husband, Elmer Ostmann of 
Foristell and her sister, Judith Horstmeier 
of Laddonia, MO. She was preceded in 
death by her father, Robert Fehr, and her 
mother, Iona Fehr (née: Gronefeld).  

Virginia was a faithful and devoted 
member of Immanuel Lutheran Church, 
Wentzville, where she worshiped since 
1961. 

Virginia and her beloved husband, Elmer, were blessed 
to celebrate an incredible 73 years of marriage together. 
Wherever you saw Virginia, Elmer was sure to be by her side. 
Their love and devotion to one another were evident to all 
who knew them, and together they built a beautiful life 
centered on faith, family, and farming.

Virginia never met a stranger. Her warm smile and friendly 
nature allowed her to make friends wherever she went. She 
had a gift for storytelling and could captivate a room with her 
memories. Virginia enjoyed fishing, camping, dancing, and 
was a wonderful cook who especially delighted in preparing 
meals for her family during her favorite holidays. 

Virginia will be dearly missed by all who knew and loved 
her. 
Visitation and Funeral: Monday, March 2, at Immanuel Lutheran 
Church - Wentzville. 

Memorials: In honor of Virginia, memorials may be made 
to: Immanuel Lutheran Church, Wentzville, or American Heart 
Association in care of Pitman Funeral Home, 1545 Wentzville 
Parkway, Wentzville, Missouri 63385. 

Family is being served by Pitman Funeral Home, Wentzville.  

Virginia Ostmann
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Dianne Sudbrock
Mrs. Dianne M. Sudbrock passed 

away on February 9, 2026, peacefully at 
home in Foristell, after a long battle 
with cancer. Dianne, daughter of the 
late Stanley Koch and wife Lavern (née: 
Duello), was born November 8, 1957, in 
Troy, MO. She was 68 years old

Dianne married the love of her life, 
Roger D. Sudbrock, on April 22, 1977, 
at St. Theodore Parish in Flint Hill, MO. 
They built their life on faith and love 
and were blessed with one daughter, 
Dawn.

Dianne is lovingly survived by her husband Roger, daughter 
Dawn (Ryan) Steffens, grandchildren Andrew and Henry; 
mother Lavern Koch (nee: Duello); brother, Ronald “Casey” 
(Pat) Koch; brother-in-law, Leonard (Elaine) Sudbrock; two 
sister-in-laws, Wanda (Bill) Schellert, and Connie (Paul) Mittler; 
five nieces, Angela (Robbie) Bruns, Amanda (Bart) Becker, 
Sheri (Zach) Loftsgard, Dana (Chris) Wernimont, Sara (John) 
Eaton; three nephews, Joe (Kara) Sudbrock, Doug (Erin) Koch, 
Adam Mittler (Gabi); extended family and friends.

She is preceded in death by her father, Stanley Koch, and 
her father and mother-in-law, Harold and Marjorie Sudbrock.

Dianne began her career at Contel, later known as GTE, 
in Wentzville. After a merger in 1990, she left and started her 
own business writing resumes, promotional materials, business 
cards, and other freelancing. She attended many area 
networking groups to promote and establish her business. 
In 1996, she joined with other New Melle business owners to 
establish the area’s own New Melle Chamber of Commerce. 
Dianne was instrumental in the Chamber's growth and success, 
holding many key roles over the years. In 2021, she was 
recognized for her years of service and was the first recipient 
of the New Melle Chamber Volunteer Award.

As her business grew, Dianne shifted her focus away from 
resumes and freelancing to what she really loved, writing. In 
June 2000, she began the first edition of The Boone Country 
Connection. A newsletter for New Melle, Defiance, Augusta 
and surrounding areas, with special interest stories, local 
news and advertising. She enjoyed interviewing local residents 
and writing about their hobbies and achievements. The Boone 
Country Connection grew to be a community favorite, with 
folks often anxiously waiting for its arrival each month. The 
first edition was 12 pgs, with a distribution of 300 copies. 
When she retired and turned it over to new ownership in 2022, 
it had grown to 28 pages and distributed over 2,100 copies 
monthly.

In her free time, Dianne enjoyed reading, puzzles, spending 
time outdoors, scenic drives, and, above all, loved spending 
time with her grandchildren. She was more than a wife, mother 
and grandmother, she was our best friend and number one 
supporter. We are shattered without her.

Visitations: Sunday, February 15, at Pitman Funeral Home, 
Wentzville, and Monday, February 16, at Immaculate Heart 
of Mary Catholic Church-Weber Hall.

Funeral Service: Monday, February 16, at Immaculate 
Heart of Mary Church (New Melle).

Interment: St. Paul Lutheran Cemetery.
Memorials: Immaculate Heart of Mary, New Melle, or St. 

Paul Lutheran, New Melle, St. John's U.C.C., Cappeln, or 
Donor's Choice in care of Pitman Funeral Home, 1545 Wentzville 
Parkway, Wentzville, Missouri 63385. 
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By Brittany Schaaf, St. Charles City-County Library

As I am writing this, the sun is shining, the birds are singing, 
and it is a gorgeous 63 degrees. I’m daydreaming about 
walking around the park in the morning, hearing crickets in 
the evening, and spending the whole day reading in a hammock. 
By the time you’re reading this, it may be back to snow on 
the grass, chills in the air, and a frozen 19 degrees. That is 
midwestern weather for you.

As spring approaches and we gain more and more daylight 
each day, I wanted to share some of my favorite ways to 
intertwine nature and literature, making the most of your 
library card while spending time outdoors.

1. Check Out An Item From The Library Of Things:  
The Library has more than books! Explore the Library of 

Things collection to find a variety of outdoor items, including 
binoculars, citizen science kits, disc golf kits, and more.

Hiking Kits: Added to the collection in 2024, these kits 
include height-adjustable hiking sticks, a compass, a first-aid 
kit, a flashlight, and informational sheets. Grab one before 
visiting an area park, such as Klondike. Hiking kits were made 
possible by the Institute of Museum and Library Services 
under the provisions of the Library Services and Technology 
Act as administered by the Missouri State Library, a division 
of the Office of the Secretary of State.

Fishing Poles: Through a partnership with the Missouri 
Department of Conservation, library customers can borrow 
fishing poles and tackle boxes. Please note that Missouri 
requires a fishing permit for most people over the age of 15.

Telescopes: Explore the night sky with a tabletop telescope 
kit, available for pickup at several library branches. Want to 
learn how to use a telescope? Stay tuned for Star Party events 
at the library with the Astronomical Society of Eastern Missouri.

2. Visit A Storybook Walk: Located at 7 parks across the 
county, the Storybook Walk provides an outdoor adventure 
that champions family connection, health and wellness, and 
literacy for readers of all ages. Pages are posted at several 
stations along the trail, allowing visitors to enjoy a story as 
they walk and take in the scenery. 

New stories are added every month - even in the winter 
- and include nonfiction and fiction titles alike, as well as local 
authors and holiday books.Storybook Walks are available at 
Fox Hill Park, The Park at New Melle Lakes, St. Charles 
Community College, Quail Ridge Park, Veteran Tribute Park, 
Weldon Spring City Park, and Oglesby Park.

For more information, including park maps, visit 
stchlibrary.org/storybook-walk

3. Discover A Nature Nonfiction Book: What better way 
to appreciate nature than to learn about it! The 500 section 
of the Dewey Decimal system will give you a peek into all 
things science, from weather to animals to plants to stars. 
Here are three book recommendations to get you started.

“The Serviceberry: Abundance and Reciprocity in the 
Natural World” by Robin Wall Kimmerer. As Indigenous 
scientist Robin Wall Kimmerer harvests Serviceberries alongside 
the birds, she considers the ethic of reciprocity that lies at 
the heart of the gift economy. This book explores gratitude, 
reciprocity, community, and our relationship with the natural 
world.

“Entangled Life: How Fungi Make Our Worlds, Change 
Our Minds & Shape Our Futures” by Merlin Sheldrake. Neither 
plant nor animal, it is found throughout the earth, the air and 
our bodies. It can be microscopic, yet it also accounts for the 
largest organisms ever recorded: fungi. This book explores 

the complex networks of mushrooms and how they reflect 
human experiences.

“World of Wonders: In Praise of Fireflies, Whale Sharks, 
and Other Astonishments” by Aimee Nezhukumatathil. 
Beyond its GORGEOUS cover, this collection of essays reflects 
on how creatures can teach, support, and inspire us. At 165 
pages, it’s a quick, but powerful, read.

Not an outdoors person, but still want to soak up all the 
library fun? Come visit any of our branches or attend one of 
these programs and events at the New Melle Boone’s Trail 
Branch or in Augusta:

Coffee and Conversation: Thursdays, April 2, 9, 16, 23, 
30: 9 to 10 a.m. at the Augusta Branch - adults. Enjoy a cup 
of coffee, a sweet treat, and conversation with others in the 
community.

Canasta - Hand & Foot*: Tuesdays, April 7, 14, 21, 28: 1 
to 3:30 p.m.; Thursdays, April 2, 9, 16, 23, 30: 1 to 3:30 p.m. 
at the Boone’s Trail Branch - adults. Need to get out of the 
house? Learn to play Hand & Foot Canasta!

Crafting Connections - Yarn Arts: Thursdays, April 2, 9, 
16, 23, 30: 2 to 4 p.m at the Augusta Branch - adults and teens. 
Other yarn enthusiasts will keep you company while you work 
on your knit, crochet, or embroidery project.

Crafting Connections - Sip & Stitch*: Monday, April 6: 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Boone’s Trail Branch - adults and 
teens. Bring your current work-in-progress and join other 
yarn artists as we sip, stitch, and talk about our projects.

Discover Crafting: Pinecone Zinnias*: Monday, April 6: 
5:30 to 6:30 p.m.; Tuesday, April 7: 10 to 11 a.m. at the Boone’s 
Trail Branch - adults. Join us to create a 12” x 8” picture using 
pinecones and paint to create beautiful springtime zinnias 
on a wooden background. This is a repeated event; please 
register for only one session.

Crafting Connections - I Love Quilts!*: Tuesday, April 
7: 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. Augusta Branch - adults. What will you 
create? Meet other quilt lovers at this monthly event.

"Read to a Dog" - Tail Waggers - Love on a Leash*: 
Thursday, April 9: 6 to 7 p.m. at the Boone's Trail Branch - 
children. Kids can practice reading aloud to an attentive, 
adorable dog.

Make-It-Monday*: Monday, April 13: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. at 
the Augusta Branch - adults. Grab a friend, come to the Augusta 
Branch, and work on your unfinished projects! Spend all day 
or just a little while.

Book Discussion - "Isola” by Allegra Goodman*: Monday, 
April 13: 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. at the Boone's Trail Branch - adults. 
Marguerite is an heir to a fortune, but after she is orphaned, 
her guardian spends her inheritance. Isolated and afraid, 
Marguerite befriends her guardian’s servant, and the two 
develop an intense attraction. When their relationship is 
discovered, they are brutally punished and abandoned on a 
small island with no hope for rescue.
DIY Crafts: Flowers Shelf-Sitter*: Tuesday, April 14: 5 to 6:30 
p.m.; Thursday, April 16: 10:30 a.m. to 12 noon; Saturday, 
April 18: 10 to 11:30 a.m.; and Monday, April 20: 2 to 3:30 p.m. 
at the Boone’s Trail Branch - adults. Perfect for your spring 
decor, the finished craft includes its own stand and measures 
approximately 6.5 inches tall. This craft does require handling 
some very small pieces. This is a repeated event; please 
register for only one session.

Book Discussion - "Broken Country” by Clare Leslie 
Hall*: Monday, April 20: 2 to 3 p.m. at the Augusta Branch - 
adults. Beth and Frank are happily married, but when Beth’s 
brother-in-law shoots a dog going after their sheep, Beth 
doesn’t realize that the gunshot will alter the course of their 

Spring Into Reading at the Library

Continued on Page 23
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lives. The dog belonged to Gabriel, the man Beth loved as a 
teenager–the man who broke her heart years ago. Gabriel 
has returned to the village, and as Beth is pulled back into 
Gabriel’s life, tensions rise, and dangerous secrets and 
jealousies from the past resurface with deadly consequences.

Crafting Connections: English Paper Piecing*: Tuesday, 
April 21: 2 to 4 p.m. at the Augusta Branch - adults. Learn how 
to English Paper Piece, a fun method of sewing fabric pieces 
together.

Playtime at the Library: Thursday, April 23: 10 to 10:30 
a.m. at the Boone’s Trail Branch - toddlers and babies. Enjoy 
station activities that encourage early literacy development 
through talking, singing, reading, writing, and playing! We 
will have toys, books, and activities designed for babies, 
toddlers, and their caregivers.

*Register at stchlibrary.org/events or call Boone’s Trail 
at 636-398-6200 or Augusta at 636-228-4855 for more 
information about classes.

The Boone’s Trail and Augusta branches are open Monday, 
Tuesday, and Thursday from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. and Saturday, 9 
a.m. to 12 noon. All St. Charles City-County Library branches 
will be closed on Sunday, April 5, for Easter and Friday, April 
24, for Staff Development Day.

C. Augusta's 2011 Comprehensive Plan must be updated. 
If we can't decide where we want to go and how we are going 
to get there, the things we love about Augusta could be gone 
in 15 years. Planning takes time, but getting started simply 
takes action.

3. As a resident for nearly 30 years and a business owner 
in Augusta, I have a deep commitment to and understanding 
of the community.

A few years before moving to Augusta, working on economic 
development and historic preservation objectives in the City 
of Birmingham, Ala., as a business owner and citizen has 
given me in-depth, first-hand experience with small- to large-
scale city government projects.  I've seen the "get rich quick," 
and I've seen and experienced the value and power of people 
who care about making their community a little bit better 
with no selfish motives at heart. I think it's good to try to 
leave things a little bit better than when we found them.

Phil Estes:
1. Yes. I have extensive experience in government and 

community development. I served as City Administrator and 
Economic Development Director in Sullivan, Missouri, 
overseeing a $9 million budget, 80 employees, and projects 
that generated over $10 million in investment and more than 
300 new jobs. I led downtown revitalization efforts and created 
the city’s first merchants’ association. At the Missouri 
Department of Economic Development, I created and 
administered the state’s first industrial loan program (MODAG), 
the Downtown Revitalization Grant Program, and the Enterprise 
Zone Program. I also served on the Manchester Planning and 
Zoning Committee, working on the Great Streets initiative 
and the Highlands Shopping Center development.

2. My top three priorities are street improvements, 
sidewalks and street lights, retail business development and 
new housing development. 

3. I decided to run for the Augusta Town Board to contribute 
to strengthening our community. I look forward to supporting 
initiatives that continue our town’s proud legacy, such as 
upgrading streets, sidewalks, and street lighting. I plan to 
collaborate with local leaders to attract new retail businesses 
that benefit both tourists and the wider Augusta community. 
I support responsible new housing development that can 
boost local retail and support our future growth. This will 
require careful planning to ensure growth is sustainable, 
respects the environment, and maintains residents' quality 
of life. I am committed to helping achieve these goals.

I am a native Missourian, born in Carthage, with deep 
family roots in rural Jasper County, where I spent summers 
on my grandparents' dairy and crop farm. My family moved 
to the suburbs of St. Louis and Maryland Heights when I was 
a toddler. I graduated from Pattonville High School and studied 
at the University of Missouri - Columbia, earning an M.S. in 
Community Development with a focus on City and County 
Planning, along with an A.B. in Sociology. I completed graduate 
coursework through the Eden School of Theology and am 
an ordained United Methodist pastor. Throughout my life, I 
have volunteered extensively, working in church outreach 
programs locally and internationally, and in Christian education. 
I served as a Cubmaster, Boy Scout liaison, and was Chairman 
and CEO of the Shalom House Board, providing transitional 
housing for homeless women.

My wife and I moved to Augusta in 2015, drawn by its 
historic charm, scenic rolling hills and vineyards, and active, 
caring citizens. 

Spring Into Reading at the Library . . . From page 22 

The City of New Melle Is Seeking 
Candidates For The P & Z Commission

The New Melle Planning and Zoning Commission meets 
on the first Tuesday of every month at 7 p.m.

Contact City Hall, and the City Clerk can email you an 
application or visit City Hall at 145 Almeling Street. You must 
be a resident of the City of New Melle for at least one year to 
apply. 

To contact City Hall, call 636-828-4807 or email 
newmellecity@centurylink.net.

Augusta Town Board Candidates. . .from Page 18
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Highlights From The February New 
Melle City BOA Meeting
By Kathy Miller

The following highlights are from the Tuesday, February 
10, 2026, City of New Melle Regular Board of Aldermen Meeting. 

Roll Call: Mayor Steve Burt, Aldermen Nelson, Gust, 
Karrenbrock, City Clerk Marica Gay, Attorney Steve Martin, 
and Cochran Engineering were all present. Alderman Trevor 
Goodman was absent. 

Open Forum:
Helen Proctor-Tu discussed the City of New Melle's 

acquisition of the former Friedens Peace UCC building. She 
emphasized the importance of the City being aware of the 
sale's conditions. As a former Board Member, she has copies 
of the relevant documents. One key condition was that the 
Friedens building must remain a 501(c)(3) organization for 
five years. Helen also noted that the paperwork should have 
specified that the building must remain a non-profit rather 
than a 501(c)(3), which was the original intention before the 
sale. Another issue Helen wants the City to be aware of is that 
if the building is sold at a profit within the next five years, a 
portion of the sale proceeds would need to be donated to 
the Eastern Association of the UCC. Helen is not opposed to 
the City buying the building and believes the previous board 
is not either; there would just need to be a change in the 
paperwork.

Geries Shasheen proposed discussing utility pole banners 
in New Melle. Each banner costs $500, including the bracket. 
The Board agreed to add this to the March agenda for further 
discussion. He also expressed interest in continuing the 
Farmers Market at Friedens Community Center, pending the 
City’s purchase. The Mayor assured that the City plans to host 
various events, such as a Farmers' Market. The community 
space would be more than just City Hall, allowing clubs, 
organizations, and groups to hold meetings and activities. 

Engineering Report from Cochran Engineering:
Mill Street Improvement Project: The project has been 

delayed due to Britespeed's boring to bury fiber-optic cable. 
Britespeed informed Cochran Engineering in December that 
the work would be completed by the end of last year. After 
numerous phone calls, Britespeed said the work should be 
completed in the coming days. The Board asked Cochran 
Engineering to explore cross-utilizing utility poles to replace 
the small ones on Mill Street. They prefer to remove the small 
utility poles during this project to improve the appearance 
by reducing hanging wires throughout town.  

Hwy Z/Foristell Rd Trail: The project is under cultural 
review with MoDOT. Cochran Engineering does not expect 
any issues with the review and is awaiting a response to move 
forward. 

The Foristell Rd Improvement Project affects 10 property 
owners, all of whom have received easement paperwork. The 
City has had contact with eight of these owners. There has 
been no opposition. Working with Cochran Engineering, the 
City has met with three property owners and staked out the 
project to show homeowners the final road location. Some 
homeowners along the Fiddlestix side are concerned about 
vehicles running off the road. Previously, large boulders and 
trees were present, but they have been removed for this 
project and the waterline work. The HOA requests replanting 
trees and repositioning boulders to resolve this issue.

The Mayor also requested Cochran Engineering explore 
the cost of installing solar-powered flashing signs to remind 

drivers of the speed limit. He is particularly interested in signs 
that detect vehicle speed and flash accordingly to alert 
speeding drivers. 

Code Enforcement: No report from Tony for January. 
Old Business:
Regarding the City’s purchase of the Friedens Community 

Center and sale of City Hall, Attorney Steve Martin drafted a 
basic sales agreement with Joe Weber, the current owner. 
The document states that Mr. Weber does not yet hold title 
to the property, so a sale cannot occur until he does. The 
contract would allow the City to use the current City Hall 
parking lot for future events after the sale. The City would 
need to continue operating after the sale and is asking to stay 
in the building until the new facility is ready. 

The 501(c)(3) clause must be removed from the purchase 
agreement, which can be done with a notarized letter from 
the former Friedens Peace Board. Additionally, there is a lease 
allowing Mr. Weber to park vehicles and use the outdoor shed 
and playground. This lease must be terminated before the sale. 

This contract outlines the steps needed before completing 
the sale. The Board agreed, and the attorney will send it to 
Mr. Weber and his lawyer and await their response. Helen 
Proctor-Tu, who spoke in open forum on this subject, offered 
to speak with the former board. She would inform them of 
the situation and let them know they should be receiving a 
call from Mr. Weber’s attorney. The Board and the attorney 
thanked Helen for attending the meeting and for passing 
along the information. 

A public hearing was held on December 2, 2025, at 6:30 
p.m. at City Hall regarding the rezoning of 4578 Hwy Z from 
C-2 (General Business) to C-3 (Highway Commercial). The 
New Melle Planning and Zoning Commission did not recommend 
approval of this request. A large crowd attended the P&Z 
meeting to oppose the change. The Board agrees, and this 
request was denied. 

New Business:
Rob Roddy, one of the owners of The Quarry, wanted 

to discuss the new mural he plans to create as the backdrop 
for their new stage at the New Melle Gardens at The Quarry. 
He wanted ideas and suggestions for gathering the community's 
input. (See pg 14 for details.) He also wanted to discuss leasing 
City-owned property for parking on five or six occasions a 
year. Specifically, the property that runs along NMSR and 
behind the PSB Bank building. The City had no issue with 
leasing the ground. They would need to know the dates so 
there are no conflicting events, and the property could be 
used only on those specific dates. 

The City Attorney, Steve Martin, is retiring, and the 
City will need to find a replacement. An RFQ letter for 
soliciting a new lawyer was presented to the Board. [An RFQ 
(Request for Quotation/Qualifications) outlines the required 
legal expertise, scope of work, expected experience, and fee 
structures. It invites law firms to submit proposals, focusing 
on qualifications to provide specific legal services for the 
City.] The Board had no changes to the letter and requested 
that the City Clerk begin the process of seeking a new attorney. 

Alderwoman Janet Karrenbrock requested to speak 
before the meeting concluded. She expressed her gratitude 
to the City and the community for the donations in memory 
of her son, Doug. The contributions went to Bree’s Gift, which 
raised enough to assist a family in need with adoption expenses. 

The next City of New Melle Board of Aldermen meeting 
will be held on Tuesday, March 10, 2026, at City Hall. 

The meeting adjourned at 7:31 p.m. 



Boone Country Connection | March 202625

WORD SEARCH ANSWERS

Mystery Location
Enter to Win a Gift Card - Deadline is the 23rd of each month.

DEADLINE:

Please submit

items for the

April BCC 

by March 23

Target

 Distribution:

April 3

Last Month's Winner

To enter the drawing for the Mystery Location, please email 
kathy@boonecountryconnection.com or text or call 636-698-
4682. The deadline to enter is the 23rd of each month. If you know 
of a location and would like it to be considered for a Mystery 
Location Drawing, please contact Kathy using the information above. 

If you can identify where this month's photo was taken and 
would like to enter the Mystery Location Drawing, contact 
us with your name and phone number. 
Entries must be received by the 23rd of each month. 
One winner will be drawn from the correct entries and will 
receive a gift card to a local business. Please limit one entry 
per household. Contact information is below or on page 2.

Diane Kessler of 
Augusta was the winner 
of the February Mystery 
Location Drawing. There 
were two correct entries 
in the February  Drawing. 

The photo was taken 
inside the Augusta Library 
Branch near the check out 
counter to the left. It is a 
cross-stich of the Missouri 
state bird, the Blue Bird.  

If you would like to 
enter this month's drawing, 
see the above photo. 

How well do you know the “Boone Country” area? 
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What to Do...Where to Go...Who to See * (Visit the Calendar at www.boonecountryconnection.com)

RECURRING EVENTS: 
American Legion Post 180, Marthasville, 17452 Hwy 47, 
Coffee Gathering every 4th Tuesday at 9 a.m. The public is 
welcome, veteran and non-veteran alike. Stop by for 
conversation and friends.
Breakfast: Immaculate Conception, Augusta. Every 4th 
Sunday, 8 a.m. to noon, except Dec.
Boone Country 4-H Club: Every 2nd Mon., 7 p.m. at St. John's 
UCC, 60 Johannes Ln.  Ages 5 – 18. For more info, call 636-
970-3000.
Friends of Historic Augusta Museum: 275 Webster Street. 
Open 1–4 p.m. on 1st Sunday May–Sept; Call 651-592-3874.  
Meetings 2nd Thursday, 6 p.m.
Greater Augusta Area Chamber of Commerce: Third Monday 
each month, 6:30 p.m. at The Town Hall, 2nd floor. At the 
corners of Walnut and Green Streets. visit augusta-chamber.org.
John Birch Society - Meets the third Monday of each month 
at 6:30 p.m. at New Melle Fire Station #1, 45 Foristell Rd, 
Wentzville. Everyone is welcome. 
Lunch Bunch - Shiloh UMC, 1515 Hwy T, Foristell, the 2nd 
Wednesday of the month at noon. Everyone is invited to attend. 
New Melle Board of Aldermen: 2nd Tuesday, 6 p.m. City Hall.
New Melle Chamber of Commerce: First Thursday of each 
month. Networking at 7:00 a.m. and meeting from 7:30 - 8:30 
a.m. Check the NMCC website for the monthly location, 
www.newmellechamber.com.
New Melle Cub Scouts Pack 856 meets at Immaculate Heart 
of Mary, 8 W Hwy D. The last Monday of each month (no 
meetings in Nov and Dec) at 6:30 p.m. 
New Melle P&Z: First Tuesdays, 7:00 p.m. City Hall.
New Melle VFW Post 5651: Queen of Hearts Every Wed. 5–8 
p.m. Drawing 7:30 p.m. Ticket sales end at 7 p.m.  Meetings 
3rd Thurs. 7:30 p.m.
New Melle VFW, Card Shoots, 555 Foristell Road. 3rd Sunday 
of the month, at noon, Oct.–March. Hosted by Marine Corps 
League 1393.
New Melle VFW, Trapshooting, 555 Foristell Road. Every 
Tuesday Night, May through October 1. Second Sundays Nov.-
Mar. Starts at noon. 
St. Vincent de Paul Food Pantry New Melle: Open 1st & 3rd 
Sat. 9-10:30 a.m. Volunteers meeting 1st & 3rd Mon., 6 p.m.
Trapshooting:  Daniel Boone Gun Club, Hwy. 94. Trapshooting 
First Friday, April & May, and July–October, 7 p.m., and meat 
shoot every 4th Sunday, 12:30 p.m. 100 bird derbies in May 
and July, for more info call 636-987-2483. Everyone welcome.

*All information is subject to change without notice. 

MARCH
6 VFW New Melle, Fish Fry. See pg. 15.
6 IHM New Melle, Fish Fry, See enclosed flyer and pg. 15.   
6 Marthasville Community Club Dinner. See pg. 15. 
6 Christ Lutheran Church, Augusta, Fish Fry. See pg. 8 and 15. 
7 Maple Sugar Festival at The Daniel Boone Home. See pg. 4. 
8 Femme Osage UCC Dinner. See pg 3. 
10 Live Tell It Like It Was with Jane Leesmann. See pg. 6 

and 11. 
12 Artisan Day at The Daniel Boone Home. See pg. 4.
13 Bingo Night at St. Paul's Lutheran in New Melle. See pg. 2. 
13 VFW New Melle, Fish Fry. See pg. 15. 
13 IHM New Melle, Fish Fry, See enclosed flyer and pg. 15. 
13 Ebenezer UCC Augusta Fish Fry. See enclosed flyer & pg. 15.
14 The Blue Moon Blues Band at 7 p.m. at The Harmonie. 

See pg. 6 and enclosed flyer. 
14 St. Patrick's Day Parade and Festival in Defiance. See 

pg. 1 and enclosed flyer. Parade starts at noon.
17 Wentzville Historical Society General Meeting with guest 

Rev. Berry Freese. See pg. 8.
18 New Melle Community Blood Drive at NMSR. See pg. 7.
20 Christ Lutheran Church, Augusta, Fish Fry. See pg. 8 and 15.
20 VFW New Melle, Fish Fry. See pg. 15. 
20 IHM New Melle, Fish Fry, See enclosed flyer and pg. 15.
20 St. Vincent de Paul Church Fish Fry. See pg. 15.
22 Augusta Community Game Night. See pg. 6 and 11.     
21,22 New Melle Community Passion Play. See pg. 1 and enclosed 

flyer.  
24 St. Paul's UCC Marthasville Blood Drive. See pg. 2.
27 Ebenezer UCC Augusta Fish Fry. See enclosed flyer & pg. 15.
27 VFW New Melle, Fish Fry. See pg. 15.
27 IHM New Melle, Fish Fry, See enclosed flyer and pg. 15.
29 St. Vincent de Paul Palm Sunday Dinner. See pg. 3and 5. 
29 Augusta City Cemetery Clean Up Day - See pg. 5.   
28,29 New Melle Community Passion Play. See pg. 1 for details 

and enclosed flyer.
APRIL
4 New Melle Community Easter Egg Hunt. See pg. 1 and 

enclosed flyer. 
7 Open Mic Night at The Harmonie. See pg. 6. 
9 Artisan Day as The Daniel Boone Home. See pg. 4.
10 Turning Point Annual Gala. See pg. 6.
11 Songwriters In The Round at The Harmonie. See pg. 6.
11 Greenwood Festival at The Historic Daniel Boone Home. 

See pg. 4. 
14 Don't Let The Flame Go Out Award at The Harmonie. 

See pg. 11.
18 IHM New Melle Music Trivia Night. See pg. 2 and enclosed 

flyer. 
26 The Augusta Plein Air Art Festival begins and runs through 

May 2. 
30 New Melle Paint Out. See pg. 15.
 

*All information is subject to change without notice.
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The St. Charles County Parks Department provides two 
fishing options: CATCH-AND-RELEASE and HARVESTABLE 
fishing across various lakes and ponds within county parks. 
These bodies of water are stocked with species such as 
bluegill, BASS, white CRAPPIE, redear sunfish, hybrid sunfish, 
and CATFISH, offering opportunities for anglers of all AGES 
and experience levels. (Need a fishing POLE and tackle? 
Check out what you need from the St. Charles City-County 
Library.) For more details, regulations, and information on 
which bodies of WATER are stocked with specific fish, visit 
sccmo.org/1916/Fishing-and-Boating. Fishing in parks is 
FREE, but visitors must follow the Missouri Department of 
Conservation’s rules and regulations. 

• BROMMELSIEK Park in DEFIANCE offers both fishing 
and non-motorized boating. Betty’s LAKE, a 13-acre stocked 
lake, is catch-and-release only and permits non-motorized 
boats. Self-serve rentals of KAYAKS and stand-up 
PADDLEBOARDS are available from April to October. SCHWEDE 
Road Pond and WILSON Road Lake are stocked waters that 
permit harvestable fishing.

• The Historic Daniel BOONE Home features the VANBIBBER 
Property Lakes, two stocked lakes open only for catch-and-
release fishing.

• KLONDIKE Park includes QUARRY Lake with harvestable 
fishing and ALLOWS non-motorized boats. There is also 
access to the MISSOURI River with a free boat ramp. 

• The Park at NEW MELLE Lakes boasts a large 25-ACRE 
lake and several smaller lakes and PONDS, all stocked and 
designated for catch-and-release fishing. Non-motorized 

boats are allowed, and kayak and paddleboard self-rentals 
are available.

• QUAIL RIDGE Park in Wentzville features Henry’s Pond 
and LODGE Lake, allowing harvestable fishing. 

• INDIAN CAMP CREEK in Foristell offers harvestable 
fishing in the lake near the Eco-Playground. 

• TOWNE Park in FORISTELL has two small ponds and a 
lake near the Nature Explore Classroom, all of which allow 
catch-and-release fishing.

Whether you’re teaching a child to FISH, sneaking in a 
quiet SUNRISE on the water, or exploring a new PARK by 
kayak, St. Charles County parks offer an easy, affordable way 
to get OUTSIDE and discover your next favorite fishing hole 
right here in St. Charles County’s parks.

March Word Search: 
      Fishing The Waters Of St. Charles County Parks



 


